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Returning to the book, ‘“‘Funding the
Enemy”’ shows: ‘“With the vague inten-
tion of winning hearts and minds in Af-
ghanistan, the U.S. Government has
mismanaged billions of development
and logistics dollars, bolstered the drug
trade, and dumped untold millions into
Taliban hands.”

President Trump and Douglas
Wissing clearly agree. Afghanistan is a
failed policy.

Mr. Speaker, that is why Congress-
man JOHN GARAMENDI and I have intro-
duced H.R. 1666, asking for a debate on
Afghanistan and a new AUMF. You can
vote against the bill, but the discussion
is still needed. We are joined by at
least 13 of our colleagues in support,
and I hope more Members in both par-
ties will join us. All we are asking for
is a debate.

Mr. Speaker, the week before the
Fourth of July, I handed a letter to
Speaker RYAN asking for a debate,
which I include in the RECORD.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 27, 2017.
Hon. PAUL RYAN,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: First, let me com-
mend you on your words regarding the need
for Congress to find increased civility fol-
lowing the tragic shooting in Alexandria.
Your words were very prophetic at this time
in history.

Sir, respectfully, your recent response to
my Afghanistan letter was very dis-
appointing. At the time of my writing this,
President Trump has decided to give troop
level increase authority over to James
Mattis. Now more than ever, it is time for a
policy debate on the future in Afghanistan
by the U.S. House of Representatives. The
bill that I have introduced, H.R. 1666, would
allow that debate.

Members of both parties are so frustrated
by the 16 years we have spent in Afghani-
stan. Without further intervention by Con-
gress, the loss of life and the waste of tax
dollars in that country will continue. Sir,
you have the authority as Speaker of the
House to instruct the U.S. House committees
to debate this conflict.

Let me close with a sentence from a recent
email I received from the 31st Commandant
of the Marine Corps, General Chuck Krulack:
“[Afghanistan] is fragmented . . . tribal . . .
controlled by war lords, economically a bas-
ket case, no real government outside of
Kabul and that is questionable, a poorly or-
ganized and led Army (who will shoot at
Americans as well as the ‘enemy’), and no
sense of what the country wants to be.”

On behalf of all Americans who have died
in Afghanistan, and the continued waste,
fraud and abuse of money that persists, I re-
spectfully ask how much longer will Con-
gress do nothing? Please join in our effort to
bring a debate to the House floor. Thank you
for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
WALTER B. JONES,
Member of Congress.

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, I said that
if he doesn’t read my letter, at least
read the comments from the 31st Com-
mandant of the United States Marine
Corps, my friend and unofficial adviser,
General Chuck Krulak. This is what I
wanted PAUL RYAN to read, and I hope
he did read it: ‘“No one has ever con-
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quered Afghanistan . . . and many have
tried. We will join the list of nations
that have tried and failed.”

How prophetic is that, Mr. Speaker,
that we will continue to go down this
road and see this country spend and
waste lives for absolutely nothing,
known as Afghanistan?

———

GOVERNMENT SPENDING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this
Saturday, my staff and I finished our
34th townhall in the home of one of
America’s greatest citizens: my mentor
and my hero, Bob Dole. At every loca-
tion we go, most often, several people
ask me about the $20 trillion of deficit
this country has and our debt, the $600
billion of deficit we have every year.
Americans work too hard and there are
too many worthwhile functions of gov-
ernment for the Federal Government
to irresponsibly spend taxpayer dollars.

From the time I started thinking
about running for office, it has been a
priority of mine to help create a fis-
cally responsible plan to reduce our an-
nual deficits and national debt. Yet
again, this year, 70 percent of our budg-
et is mandatory spending—70 percent
of our budget is mandatory spending—
and therefore is spent before the an-
nual appropriations discussions even
begin. If we hope to eliminate the def-
icit, we must address mandatory spend-
ing programs and be willing to engage
in tough conversations.

This administration and Congress
have taken steps to limit bureaucracy
and rein in the size and scope of the
Federal Government. In this spirit, we
hope Congress stays true to this objec-
tive as we debate the upcoming budget
in order to ensure that our limited tax-
payer dollars are spent where they are
most needed.

CLARK COUNTY, KANSAS

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to bring my colleagues up to
date on my last visit to Clark County,
Kansas.

Mr. Speaker, my colleagues may re-
member that earlier this year wildfires
consumed a vast sum of Clark County.
The wildfires wrought havoc for many
ranchers, farmers, families, and land-
owners in Clark County and across
much of southwest Kansas, not to men-
tion parts of Texas, Colorado, and
Oklahoma. Besides the lives lost, in-
cluding one in Kansas, thousands of
livestock, 650,000 acres, and many fam-
ily properties that had been passed
down through generations burned in
this disastrous blaze.

Through the perseverance of Kansans
living in this region, a considerable
amount of progress has been made
since I visited right after the fires in
March thanks to so many people
throughout the country who donated
hay as well as their personal services
helping rebuild the hundreds of miles
of fences that were burned down.
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After visiting with the Giles family
and the Grigsby family—both families
impacted by the fires—their resilience,
their strength, and their faith was
made clear. These are the type of folks
who are now working day in and day
out to restore this section of the heart-
land.

I am delighted to see green rising in
the pastures which was once scorched
earth, burnt-to-the-ground grass. I am
again reminded of the honor I have of
working to represent some of the most
hardworking Americans in the world:
the Kansas agriculture, the Kansas
farmers, and the Kansas ranchers.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 11
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
0 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 2 p.m.

———
PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Loving and gracious God, we give
You thanks for giving us another day.

We pray for the needs of the Nation,
the world, and all of creation. Bless
those who seek to honor You and serve
each other and all Americans in this
House through their public service.
May the words and deeds of this place
reflect an earnest desire for justice,
and may men and women in govern-
ment build on the tradition of equity
and truth that represents the noblest
heritage of our Nation.

These July days are busy, and the
work to be done in the people’s House
is complicated—and very important.
Bless all Members with a surfeit of en-
ergy, wisdom, patience, and firm re-
solve to do their best work for the ben-
efit of all Americans.

May Your blessing, O God, be with us
this day and every day to come, and
may all we do be done for Your greater
honor and glory.

Amen.

e —
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentlewoman from the District of Co-
lumbia (Ms. NORTON) come forward and
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lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance.

Ms. NORTON led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S SUCCESSFUL
G20 SUMMIT

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, President Donald Trump’s
success during his overseas trip to Po-
land and the G20 summit in Germany
makes it clear that America is once
again the clear leader of the free world.

In Poland, the President reaffirmed
that Western nations will stand to-
gether against threats to our security
and our way of life. His remarks fo-
cused on his strategy of peace through
strength—increasing defense spending,
confirming our commitment to NATO,
and promoting American energy as an
alternative to Russian sources in East-
ern Europe.

During the G20, President Trump
made it clear that, under his leader-
ship, America remains committed to
blocking the funding of terrorism and
extremism, empowering women across
the world, affirming the right of na-
tions to defend themselves, and pledg-
ing to end unfair trade. Additionally,
working with other foreign leaders, he
successfully negotiated a cease-fire in
Syria.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
Sadly, Canada has forgotten the 26 Ca-
nadians murdered on 9/11 by awarding
millions of dollars to a confessed ter-
rorist who killed U.S. Army Sergeant
First Class Christopher Speer, putting
American families and Canadian fami-
lies at risk.

———
TRUMPCARE

(Ms. NORTON asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, despite
attempts at resuscitation, TrumpCare
is close to impasse, charitably speak-
ing. The Senate bill does so much harm
to all concerned—to Americans who de-
pend on Medicaid or Medicare or have a
preexisting condition, and actually
raises costs out of pocket with less cov-
erage while kicking 22 million people,
including 61,000 D.C. residents, off their
healthcare plans altogether—that some
may be tempted to cheer the coming
demise of TrumpCare.

Defeat of TrumpCare may be better
than repeal of the Affordable Care Act,
but to leave it there is to show con-
tempt for the American people.

Republicans argue that ObamaCare
was flawed because it was the product
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of only one party. If so, Republicans
should avoid the same mistake. The
best way for Congress to spend the re-
maining weeks before recess is with
Democrats and Republicans at the
same table.

———————

PERMISSION FOR MEMBER TO BE
CONSIDERED AS FIRST SPONSOR
OF H.R. 392

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that I may here-
after be considered to be the first spon-
sor of H.R. 392, a bill originally intro-
duced by Representative Chaffetz of
Utah, for the purposes of adding co-
sponsors and requesting reprintings
pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Kansas?

There was no objection.

————

RECOGNIZING COLONEL JOE
““SOLO’” KUNKEL

(Mr. DUNN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize an outstanding member of
the United States Air Force, Colonel
Joe ‘‘Solo’” Kunkel. Solo has been se-
lected for reassignment from Tyndall
Air Force Base in the Second District
of Florida, where he served as the vice
commander of the 325th Fighter Wing.

He will continue his service at Moun-
tain Home Air Force Base in Idaho as
commander of the 366th Fighter Wing,
the “‘Gunfighters.”

Colonel Kunkel has been an excep-
tional leader at Tyndall, where he
oversaw more than 4,000 people who
train and support F-22 Raptor pilots
and crews.

He has worked tirelessly to improve
the lives of his officers, airmen, and
their families. He improved mission
performance, facilities, and family pro-
grams at Tyndall.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in ex-
tending congratulations and gratitude
to Colonel Kunkel; his wife, Jenny; and
their children, Madeline, Drew, Riley,
and Brayden.

May God continue to bless our Na-
tion with his kind of exemplary patri-
otism and service.

————

MAJORITY OF AMERICANS DO NOT
TRUST THE MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, a
recent NPR/PBS NewsHour/Marist poll
found that a combined 68 percent of
Americans said that they do not trust
the media very much or not at all. The
same poll also found that Americans
trust President Trump more than the
media.
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It is no surprise that Americans do
not trust the media. The media have
stopped reporting and have started at-
tacking. As The Federalist’s David
Harsanyi noted in a recent article,
“News organizations have become ob-
sessed with fighting the President
rather than covering him.”

A Harvard study recently found that
80 percent of the news coverage of
President Trump in his first 100 days in
office was negative, a new unfortunate
record.

The media is so fixated on attacking
the President that they rush to print
unfounded stories using a single anony-
mous source.

Last month, three CNN employees re-
signed for their role in a botched
Trump-Russia story. This debacle re-
vealed the media’s insatiable appetite
to print any story—no matter how
groundless—that 1is critical of the
President.

The liberal media should stop fight-
ing the President and start covering
his Presidency in a fair and unbiased
manner. Then they will regain the
trust of the American people.

————

CONGRATULATING ERIN SMITH

(Mr. YODER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate 17-year-old Erin
Smith of Shawnee Mission West High
School in Overland Park in my district
at home in Kansas.

Erin recently won the International
BioGENEius Challenge held in San
Diego, California, earning $7,5600 for her
research with the award from the Bio-
technology Institute.

The International BioGENEius Chal-
lenge pushes high school students from
across the world to find solutions to

healthcare, sustainability, and envi-
ronmental needs through bio-
technology.

Erin’s research and work focused on
Parkinson’s disease which affects
about 7 to 10 million people worldwide
and about 60,000 new patients in Amer-
ica each year. Erin coded a website
that can record the facial expressions
of subjects using special software
which enabled her to discover early in-
dicators of Parkinson’s disease. She
then built an algorithm that could be
used as a diagnostic tool.

Mr. Speaker, Erin sounds like one of
the world’s foremost researchers, but
she is only a rising senior at Shawnee
Mission West. She is truly incredible.

I congratulate her and wish her the
best in what is just the beginning of a
long journey helping many people liv-
ing with this dreaded disease.

———

HONORING VICE ADMIRAL DIEGO
“DUKE” HERNANDEZ
(Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico asked and was given permission to
address the House for 1 minute and to
revise and extend her remarks.)
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