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minute details surrounding the debate.
As his former aide, Michelle Waite,
said: ‘““He might be a donkey, but Ron
had the memory of an elephant for
sure.”” He was considered a master leg-
islative strategist who knew how to
pull together a coalition from both par-
ties to get the people’s business done.

After 14 years of serving in the legis-
lature, Ron went to work for the Uni-
versity of Nebraska. During his tenure,
he made a tremendous impact on our
State by leading the university’s legis-
lative relations strategy. He also was
the force behind the Building a
Healthier Nebraska legislative initia-
tive. The result of this initiative was a
new cancer center, veterinary diag-
nostic center, and a health sciences
center facility.

Ron was one of the architects behind
the compromise that transferred the
Nebraska State fairgrounds to the Uni-
versity of Nebraska for the develop-
ment of the Nebraska Innovation Cam-
pus. This public-private partnership
leverages university research for eco-
nomic benefit, all the while preserving
some of the history of our State fair-
grounds.

His colleagues at the university talk
about their tremendous respect for
Ron. He was known for building qual-
ity relationships with others and his
ability to meet daily challenges with
positivity. Ron once said: ‘“My goal is
to communicate to policymakers the
enormous value the University of Ne-
braska brings to the State and its peo-
ple.”

His passion for the university and the
success of Nebraska’s youth motivated
him to work in higher education State
relations. His achievements in higher
education State relations did not go
unnoticed. At the Higher Education
Government Relations Conference in
2013, Ron was awarded the Marvin D.
“Swede” Johnson Achievement Award,
a very prestigious national level award.

As a fellow citizen of Papillion, I
want to thank both Ron and Diane
Withem for their positive impact that
they have made serving our commu-
nity and our State.

———

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the incredible
work of the Anti-Defamation League,
or ADL.

The founder of this uplifting organi-
zation, Sigmund Livingston, envisioned
an America where we all are created
and treated equally. This is an objec-
tive that remains ever-relevant in to-
day’s America. Through programming
in schools, the ADL creates dialogue to
educate and prepare students to fight
back against hate and confront dis-
crimination wherever it may exist. In
addition, the ADL works to bring indi-
viduals together to build under-
standing.
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I have had the pleasure of meeting a
special person, Rabbi Gruenberg, a
leader in Congregation Beth El, in my
community, as well as the Philadelphia
ADL, earlier this year. I am proud to
stand with my neighbors, advocates,
and elected officials of every stripe to
reaffirm that there is no room for hate
or discrimination in any of our commu-
nities.

The work of the Anti-Defamation
League must continue and expand, be-
cause the only way we can end sense-
less hate is by building bridges and en-
gaging with people we may perceive as
being different from ourselves.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I want to com-
mend the ADL for the incredibly im-
portant work they are doing. I stand
with them, as should everyone in this
Chamber.

———

SANCTUARY CITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. LAMALFA) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, finally,
this week, we are taking up two pieces
of legislation that will address a huge
problem in my home State of Cali-
fornia for a long time.

As California moves more and more
towards becoming a sanctuary State,
already having several sanctuary cit-
ies, H.R. 3003 and H.R. 3004 move in the
right direction toward law and order
and what people expect from their gov-
ernment in providing for the public
safety.

We go back to the story of two Cali-
fornians I can think of off the top of
my head immediately, Kate Steinle
and Jamiel Shaw, Jr., taken needlessly
by people who shouldn’t have even been
in the country. They were illegal immi-
grants who were allowed to slip
through the system and cause the
death of both of those fine young peo-
ple in California.

Juan Sanchez was an illegal immi-
grant with a record of seven felonies.
He had been caught and deported not
once, not twice, by five times. He
should not have been on the streets of
California. But on July 1, he was roam-
ing around free in San Francisco. He
stole a gun out of a Federal officer’s
car, fired shots in public, and shot Kate
Steinle in the back. San Francisco is a
so-called sanctuary city, but it was not
a sanctuary city for Kate Steinle.

By shielding illegal immigrants from
Federal authorities, sanctuary cities
are disobeying the law. These actions
have fatal consequences, as Kate
Steinle and her family found out.

Action we take this week on H.R.
3004, Kate’s Law, will toughen the pun-
ishment for illegal immigrants who re-
enter the country. The second bill,
H.R. 3003, No Sanctuary for Criminals
Act, cracks down on sanctuary cities,
protects the public from dangerous
criminals, and sends a message that if

June 29, 2017

you are not with us in enforcing the
law, then you are not going to receive
funding or other help from the Federal
Government.

I think that is finally the right mes-
sage coming out of Washington, D.C.,
for those who don’t uphold the laws
and see to the first duty of govern-
ment, which is to protect and stand up
for the safety of its citizens.

———

HONORING AL ST. LAWRENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Savan-
nah-Chatham Metro Police Depart-
ment’s construction of its newest
training facility, which memorializes
long-time Sheriff Al St. Lawrence.

After 21 years of service as an officer,
St. Lawrence ran for Chatham County
Sheriff in 1992. Because of his out-
standing service to our community, his
constituents reelected him five times.
He held this position until he passed
away on November 25, 2015.

Sheriff St. Lawrence was also respon-
sible for overseeing the significant ren-
ovation of the county jail, which ulti-
mately added an additional 400,000
square feet to the facility and doubled
inmate occupancy.

Remembering Sheriff St. Lawrence’s
dedication to training personnel, the
Chatham County Police Department
developed the Al St. Lawrence Recruit-
ment and Training Range. This range
will not only provide effective training
resources to officers but will also house
the Sheriff’s Office Internal Affairs Di-
vision and the U.S. Marshals Service.

The facility is located on 10 acres of
property at the Chatham County Sher-
iff’s Office and includes several train-
ing ranges, including cable ranges,
steel target ranges, and a Rogers
Range, which improves an officer’s aim
when discharging a firearm.

Twice a month, the facility will also
host a civilian gun class, which is open
to the public. Educating the public on
firearm safety will reduce the risk of
accidental deaths from the misuse of
guns.

Sheriff St. Lawrence’s enduring serv-
ice will forever be etched in the history
of Chatham County, and his contribu-
tions will ensure that Chatham County
will remain a safe, thriving community
for years to come.

LINEMAN APPRECIATION

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor our electric
linemen, the men and women who en-
sure our lights stay shining every day.

In Georgia, electric utility compa-
nies have started a movement to recog-
nize the hard work linemen do every
day. Companies such as Georgia Power
and MEAG Power celebrate their work-
ers, who make modern living possible.

Without linemen, we would not have
many of the things we have grown ac-
customed to using. Air conditioning,
refrigerators, warm showers, entertain-
ment devices, and plenty more, are all
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things we would have to learn to live
without. It is easy to take these serv-
ices for granted, but it is important to
remember the people who make it all
possible.

BEarlier this year, we witnessed the
valuable and honorable service these
individuals provide when severe thun-
derstorms and tornadoes tore through
Georgia over 3 days. Homes and busi-
nesses were destroyed and thousands of
citizens were left in the dark. Crews of
linemen all across the State joined to-
gether and selflessly worked for 2
weeks until every light was back on.

It is our duty not to overlook the
workers and services that make our
lives easier. I want to take this time
and sincerely thank not just linemen
in Georgia, but all linemen across the
Nation, for powering the life inside our
homes.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 51
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

——
PRAYER

Bishop Stephen E. Blaire, Diocese of
Stockton, Stockton, California, offered
the following prayer:

O God, in this House, many words are
spoken just as in our houses of worship.

Grant us, O Lord, the wisdom to
speak words that will always be edi-
fying—to build up our Nation as a peo-
ple.

Let our words not only denounce war,
violence, and injustices, but promote
all that is necessary for building gen-
uine peace through right relationships.

Let our words not only condemn ex-
ploitation, racism, and abuses of
wealth, but demonstrate that the cries
of the poor and excluded have been
heard. Let our words promote building
just systems that ensure the common
good and protect the inherent dignity
of every human life.

Let our words not only lament envi-
ronmental degradation but promote all
that is necessary for respecting the
Earth as our common home.

Lord God, grant that our words will
always build ‘‘one nation, under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for
all.”

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
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ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. BROWN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING BISHOP STEPHEN E.
BLAIRE

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCNERNEY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. MCNERNEY. Mr. Speaker, today
I am pleased to be joined by a special
guest from my district, Bishop Stephen
Blaire, who had the privilege of leading
us in our opening prayer. Bishop Blaire
oversees the Diocese of Stockton, and
he was appointed by Pope John Paul II
in 1999, becoming the fifth Bishop of
Stockton.

Throughout his career, he has been a
staunch advocate for workers’ rights,
commonsense legislation to reduce gun
violence, and has promoted and worked
towards social justice gains. As a
newly appointed bishop, he followed in
the footsteps of his predecessor, con-
tinuing to address the needs of Span-
ish-speaking parishioners by bringing
more Spanish-speaking priests to the
diocese and maintaining the ministry
to migrant workers.

I want to leave Members with some
words of wisdom from Bishop Blaire
that I believe we can all take to heart
as we head into the Fourth of July hol-
iday. When he was appointed Bishop of
Stockton, he said that his vision was
to build a church that was strong in
faith but also strong in service to the
community. As we head home to cele-
brate the birth of our Nation, let us re-
member that, as Members of Congress,
our job is to build a government the
American people have faith in because
of our commitment to serving their
needs.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 further requests for 1-
minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

———

ACA’S ONGOING COLLAPSE

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, every
day there are more stories about the
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Affordable Care Act’s, or ObamaCare’s,
ongoing collapse.

Insurers have been dropping out of
the ACA’s markets for 3 years now. It
is estimated that two out of every five,
or 40 percent, of all counties in the
country will have only one insurer on
the exchanges, and many markets may
soon have none at all.

The House passed compromise legis-
lation to provide the American people,
especially those in the individual mar-
ket, with more flexibility and choice
and fewer Washington mandates, all
while putting Medicaid, a critical safe-
ty net program, on a sustainable path.

Critics of this legislation have re-
sponded with hyperbolic, irresponsible
rhetoric, and no solutions, other than
higher taxes, more spending, and more
Washington control.

Some ACA defenders are actually
calling for a single-payer system,
which would result in unbearably high
taxes, even tighter grips from Wash-
ington, and unsustainable spending. It
would destroy innovation, create scar-
city, degrade quality, and drive up
costs. Even the liberal California legis-
lator seems to have abandoned the sin-
gle-payer fantasy this week.

Instead of careening toward single
payer, let’s keep the promises we made
to repeal and replace ObamaCare and
meet the expectations of those who
sent us here.

————

DEMOCRACY AND AUTONOMY FOR
HONG KONG

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, on
July 1, 1997, Britain transferred sov-
ereignty over Hong Kong to China.
Under a ‘‘one country, two systems”
arrangement with London, Beijing
promised to allow universal suffrage as
an ultimate aim, along with other free-
doms.

But 20 years later, that promise re-
mains unfilled. Last March, a new chief
executive was elected, not by the peo-
ple of Hong Kong, but by a committee
whose members have close ties to the
Chinese Government. Human rights
groups have documented an erosion of
press freedom and growing threats to
judicial independence. Hong Kong’s
freedoms are at grave risk.

This Saturday, Chinese President Xi
Jinping will visit Hong Kong to mark
the 20th anniversary of the handover.
Some protesters have already been de-
tained, including Joshua Wong, who I
have met, and newly elected legislator,
Nathan Law.

Mr. Speaker, I urge all Members of
this Chamber to hold China to its word
and speak out in support of democracy
and autonomy for Hong Kong.

ILLEGAL IMMIGRATION

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
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