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right spirit to do the right thing for 
the needs of all the people. 

Father, keep us all in the hollow of 
Your hand, we give You honor and 
glory now and forever. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on 
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8, 

rule XX, further proceedings on this 
question will be postponed. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Utah (Mr. STEWART) come forward 
and lead the House in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. 

Mr. STEWART led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
HOWARD SIPLIN 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Florida (Ms. 
WILSON) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 

today I rise to welcome the esteemed 
Reverend Dr. Howard Siplin to the 
House floor as our guest chaplain. 

Reverend Dr. Siplin was my class-
mate from first grade to twelfth grade 
in Miami-Dade County Public Schools. 

Reverend Siplin is the senior pastor 
of Beulah Missionary Baptist Church 
located in Coconut Grove, Florida. 

Before joining the ministry, Rev-
erend Siplin proudly served in law en-
forcement. He is a graduate of the 
Miami-Dade Police Academy who made 
history by earning the distinction of 
becoming the first African American to 
serve as president of the Fraternal 
Order of Police. 

Three years ago, after joining Beulah 
Missionary Baptist Church, Reverend 
Siplin was ordained a deacon and later 
became chairman of the church’s dea-
con ministry. 

He was called to preach in the year 
2000 and, in August 2003, was ordained 
and installed to serve as the church’s 

pastor. Under his leadership, Beulah 
Missionary Baptist has helped the sur-
rounding community confront and 
combat various challenges. He also has 
used his experience in law enforcement 
to help forge and strengthen bonds be-
tween residents and local police. 

Reverend Siplin has dedicated him-
self to educating members of the Beu-
lah Missionary Baptist Church commu-
nity to live spiritual lives so that they 
can be productive citizens. 

He holds a bachelor’s and master’s of 
ministry degree from the Jacksonville 
Baptist Theological Seminary. In 2014, 
the seminary awarded him an honorary 
doctorate degree. 

Reverend Siplin is married to the 
former Zelma Ferguson who is with 
him here today. Her father, the late 
Reverend E. R. Ferguson, founded Beu-
lah Missionary Baptist Church in 1954. 
They are the proud parents of 4 chil-
dren, 11 grandchildren, and 2 great- 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask everyone to join 
me in thanking Reverend Siplin for 
leading today’s opening prayer and to 
thank him for his outstanding service 
to the south Florida community. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROGERS of Kentucky). The Chair will 
entertain up to 15 further requests for 
1-minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

CONGRATULATING PENNSYLVANIA 
STUDENTS AT CONGRESS OF FU-
TURE MEDICAL LEADERS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
five high school honors students from 
Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional 
District chosen to represent the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania as dele-
gates at the Congress of Future Med-
ical Leaders. 

The following students were selected 
to attend the event which began Sun-
day and concluded yesterday in Lowell, 
Massachusetts: 

Donovan Brubaker of Boalsburg; 
Catherine McQuitty of Rixford; 
Hannah Mull of Genesee; 
Mackenzie Wilcox of Duke Center; 

and 
Sarah Zakrzwski of Tyrone. 
They were nominated by their teach-

ers or The National Academy of Future 
Physicians and Medical Scientists 
based on their academic excellence and 
aspiration to join the medical field. 
Each of these dedicated students 
achieved a minimum 3.5 GPA to be 
nominated for the honors-only pro-
gram. 

The event aims to encourage and 
guide the top students in our country 
who hope to become physicians or med-

ical scientists. Chosen delegates at the 
Congress represent all 50 States includ-
ing Puerto Rico. 

I wish these students the best of luck 
in their future studies to lead our 
country’s medical profession. 

Congratulations. 
f 

THE SENATE HEALTHCARE BILL 
(Ms. DELBENE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. DELBENE. Mr. Speaker, Senate 
Republicans may have delayed the 
vote, but make no mistake, they are 
pushing ahead with a destructive, dan-
gerous healthcare bill that is not just 
mean, it is immoral. The American 
people are right to be outraged. I am 
outraged. 

We should be working together to 
give people better coverage at lower 
cost. Instead, Senate leaders crafted 
legislation that leads to lost coverage 
for 22 million Americans, skyrocketing 
deductibles, hospital closures in rural 
communities, and the return of annual 
and lifetime caps on care. 

For families like Colton’s in Mill 
Creek, Washington, who have watched 
as their 17-year-old son battled high- 
risk leukemia for 8 years, I can prom-
ise you, we are not backing down. Col-
ton is in his fifth remission and still 
fighting—and so are we. 

Healthcare is not a privilege reserved 
for those fortunate enough to be 
wealthy or healthy. It is a human 
right, and it is worth fighting for. 

f 

NORTH CAROLINA GROWTH AND 
FORTUNE BUSINESS RANKINGS 
(Mr. HOLDING asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOLDING. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to highlight the tremendous 
amount of growth in North Carolina, 
specifically in and around the Second 
Congressional District. 

According to the Census Bureau, 
North Carolina’s population has in-
creased 6.4 percent since 2010. That 
number increases to over 16 percent for 
just Wake County which encompasses 
about half of the Second Congressional 
District. 

Mr. Speaker, it is no secret that 
North Carolina is a fantastic place to 
live and work, especially for young 
people wanting to raise a family. In 
fact, Fortune magazine recently sur-
veyed tens of thousands of millennials 
nationally about the best places to 
work, and the results speak for them-
selves. Two of the top 10 businesses in 
the United States call Wake County 
home. 

SAS, a global analytics software 
firm, and Kimley-Horn, a provider of 
professional services, placed at number 
two and number eight on the list re-
spectively. 

That is great news for the future of 
North Carolina. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:29 Jun 29, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K28JN7.014 H28JNPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

V
9H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH5242 June 28, 2017 
COMMENDING THE CITY OF ALEX-

ANDRIA’S FIRST RESPONDERS 

(Mr. BEYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the city of Alexan-
dria’s first responders, the first to the 
scene of the shooting at Eugene Simp-
son Stadium Park in my district in Al-
exandria, Virginia. 

Two weeks ago today, Wednesday, 
June 14, at 7 a.m., a man fired scores of 
shots at the Members of Congress who 
were practicing for the annual Congres-
sional Baseball Game. The shooting 
wounded U.S. Representative and 
House Majority Whip STEVE SCALISE, 
Capitol Police Officers David Bailey 
and Crystal Griner, congressional staff-
er Zack Barth, and former congres-
sional staffer Matt Mika. 

The timely response of Alexandria’s 
first responders almost certainly saved 
lives. Alexandria Police Officers Nicole 
Battaglia, Alexander Jensen, and Kevin 
Jobe arrived within minutes of the 9/11 
call. Officer Battaglia came under fire 
upon arriving at the scene and imme-
diately engaged the shooter. Her ac-
tions diverted the shooter’s attention, 
allowing the other responding officers 
to neutralize him. 

Medical care provided by the mem-
bers of the Alexandria Fire Depart-
ment, including Fiona Apple and Rich-
ard Krimmer, ensured these senseless 
acts of violence did not become a mul-
tiple-fatality event. 

I am honored to commend these val-
iant individuals for their selfless serv-
ice. I thank them for saving the lives of 
the victims and potential victims of 
this evil, mindless gun violence, and 
also for their daily positive impact on 
the extraordinary community of Del 
Ray and the exceptional city of Alex-
andria. 

f 

HONORING MISS NORTH CAROLINA 

(Mr. ROUZER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROUZER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Miss Greater Sampson 
County, Victoria Huggins, who won the 
80th Miss North Carolina Scholarship 
Pageant this past weekend and will go 
on to represent our great State in the 
Miss America pageant this fall. 

During the competition, Victoria 
also won first place in the Quality of 
Life Award which honors her dedica-
tion and work on her community serv-
ice platforms. 

A graduate of the University of 
North Carolina at Pembroke and a na-
tive of St. Pauls, Victoria is a member 
of the Carolina in the Morning team 
with the NBC affiliate WECT in Wil-
mington, North Carolina. 

During her tenure as Miss North 
Carolina, Victoria will focus on her 
work advocating for Alzheimer’s dis-
ease awareness. 

On behalf of southeastern North 
Carolina, congratulations, Victoria. We 

wish you the best of luck as you rep-
resent our great State over the next 
year, compete in the Miss America 
pageant, and continue to enrich the 
lives of others. 

f 

THE REPUBLICAN HEALTHCARE 
BILL 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, with the Congressional Budg-
et Office reporting that 22 million peo-
ple would lose healthcare coverage and 
premiums for those who keep their cov-
erage increasing by more than 20 per-
cent next year, it is not surprising that 
the Republican Senate bill was pulled 
due to a pervasive lack of interest and 
support. 

Hit hardest under the pulled Senate 
bill were low-and middle-income Amer-
icans between the ages of 50 and 64 and 
people with preexisting diseases like 
cancer and diabetes. 

The time has come for this Congress 
to use the leverage of a massive pur-
chaser of healthcare—the Federal Gov-
ernment—and authorize a Medicare 
buy-in for Americans between the ages 
of 50 and 64. 

With the leverage of 60 million-plus 
beneficiaries and low administrative 
costs, a Medicare buy-in option for the 
50 to 64 population will drive down 
costs and drive up the quality of 
healthcare. We have an obligation to 
the American people. 

f 

HONORING REPRESENTATIVE 
CHAFFETZ 

(Mr. STEWART asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. STEWART. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
today to honor my good friend, JASON 
CHAFFETZ, as he prepares to leave the 
House tomorrow. 

On the day that I was first elected, 
the very first phone call I got was a 
number I didn’t recognize. I picked it 
up, and it was Jason. He was the first 
person to call and congratulate me. He 
has become a close friend ever since. 

But he has become more than a 
friend. He is a person who I trust. I go 
to him often for advice. I think he has 
the best political mind in all of Utah, 
and I am going to miss that. 

I also appreciate his honesty and his 
integrity. Leaders take hits—we under-
stand that—and Jason has taken his 
share of arrows by those who may not 
agree with his positions. But no one 
has ever questioned his honesty or his 
integrity. 

There is a great old movie called 
‘‘Grumpy Old Men.’’ Jason will never 
be a star in that movie because he is 
one of the most optimistic, friendly, 
and positive people that I know. He al-
ways has a smile on his face. 

So for those reasons, Jason, we are 
going to miss you. On behalf of all 
Utahns, I thank him for his service. On 

behalf of millions of Americans 
throughout the country, we wish him 
Godspeed in his adventures ahead. 

f 

b 1215 

PULL THE PLUG ON TRUMPCARE 

(Ms. VELÁZQUEZ asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased the Senate has postponed a 
vote on their TrumpCare bill, which 
would have deprived 22 million Ameri-
cans of health coverage. The truly vi-
cious nature of this bill is most clear 
when it comes to Medicaid. 

Are you a working family relying on 
Medicaid for long-term care of an aging 
grandparent? Well, with TrumpCare, 
you will pay more out of pocket. 

For a low-income working mom who 
insures her kids through Medicaid, 
TrumpCare takes dead aim at you. 

How about a person with a disability? 
TrumpCare means potentially losing 
coverage. 

Why did the Republicans make these 
cuts? To give billions of dollars in tax 
breaks to the wealthiest Americans 
and corporations. 

The President says the House-passed 
bill is ‘‘mean.’’ It is. So is the Senate 
cold-hearted proposal. 

A delay on this vote is not enough. 
Congress needs to pull the plug on 
TrumpCare, not the American people. 
Then we can work together on real, bi-
partisan healthcare legislation aimed 
at strengthening the system, not harm-
ing the most vulnerable among us. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO FIRE CONTROLMAN 
1ST CLASS GARY L. REHM, JR. 

(Mr. JORDAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JORDAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a courageous 
career Navy man, Fire Controlman 1st 
Class Gary L. Rehm, Jr., who made the 
ultimate sacrifice in defense of his fel-
low Americans. 

Gary was born and raised in Elyria, 
in the Fourth District of Ohio. He fol-
lowed in his grandfather’s footsteps, 
joining the Navy straight out of high 
school and serving nearly 20 years, in-
cluding a deployment to the Persian 
Gulf in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom. 

Gary was on the USS Fitzgerald when 
it was struck by a container ship off 
the coast of Japan on June 17. Amid 
the chaos, Gary jumped into action, 
battling the raging water that flooded 
one of the ship’s berthing compart-
ments, risking his own life to bring his 
shipmates to safety. 

The sailors who admire him so much 
might use words like ‘‘valiant,’’ ‘‘he-
roic,’’ and ‘‘noble’’ to describe Gary’s 
actions that day, but the words he 
would probably use to describe himself 
are found in the Navy’s motto: ‘‘Not for 
Self but for Country.’’ 
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