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allow San Bernardino County to take 
advantage of critical economic and en-
vironmental benefits. 

After years of working on this 
project at the local level and listening 
to constituents and local stakeholders’ 
comments and questions, I can con-
fidently say that this land exchange is 
widely supported. 

I have received letters of support 
from two mining companies affected by 
the transfer, the County of San 
Bernardino, the city of Highland, the 
city of Redlands, the San Bernardino 
Valley Conservation District, a local 
chapter of the Habitat League, and In-
land Action, which is an organization 
of regional stakeholders that promote 
economic growth in the Inland Empire. 

This bill is a smart bipartisan plan 
that will help us support our local 
economy and protect the environment. 
It is a victory for all involved, and I 
offer my complete support and urge my 
colleagues to vote in favor of the Santa 
Ana River Wash Plan Land Exchange 
Act. 

I want to commend Representative 
COOK again. He has been a regional 
leader on this issue. He has been a col-
league. We have worked on many of 
these issues that border our two dis-
tricts. He has been incredibly thought-
ful in his approach to this. He has done 
a yeoman’s work with his staff in car-
rying forward this bill, and it is always 
a pleasure to work with my colleague. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I support the 
bill, obviously, and I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COOK) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 497, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

TERROR LAKE HYDROELECTRIC 
PROJECT UPPER HIDDEN BASIN 
DIVERSION AUTHORIZATION 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 220) to authorize the expansion of 
an existing hydroelectric project, and 
for other purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 220 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. TERROR LAKE HYDROELECTRIC 

PROJECT UPPER HIDDEN BASIN DI-
VERSION AUTHORIZATION. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) COMMISSION.—The term ‘‘Commission’’ 
means the Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion. 

(2) TERROR LAKE HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT.— 
The term ‘‘Terror Lake Hydroelectric Project’’ 
means the project identified in section 1325 of 
the Alaska National Interest Lands Conserva-
tion Act (16 U.S.C. 3212), and which is Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission project number 
2743. 

(3) UPPER HIDDEN BASIN DIVERSION EXPAN-
SION.—The term ‘‘Upper Hidden Basin Diversion 
Expansion’’ means the expansion of the Terror 
Lake Hydroelectric Project as generally de-
scribed in Exhibit E to the Upper Hidden Basin 
Grant Application dated July 2, 2014, and sub-
mitted to the Alaska Energy Authority Renew-
able Energy Fund Round VIII by Kodiak Elec-
tric Association, Inc. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—The licensee for the Ter-
ror Lake Hydroelectric Project may occupy not 
more than 20 acres of Federal land to construct, 
operate, and maintain the Upper Hidden Basin 
Diversion Expansion without further authoriza-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior or under the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation 
Act (16 U.S.C. 3101 et seq.). 

(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—The Upper Hidden 
Basin Diversion Expansion shall be subject to 
appropriate terms and conditions included in an 
amendment to a license issued by the Commis-
sion pursuant to the Federal Power Act (16 
U.S.C. 791a et seq.), including section 4(e) of 
that Act (16 U.S.C. 797(e)), following an envi-
ronmental review by the Commission under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COOK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 

minutes to the gentleman from Alaska 
(Mr. YOUNG). 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, 
this legislation, H.R. 220, allows for the 
expansion of the Terror Lake Hydro-
electric Project on Kodiak Island, 
Alaska—by the way, which is larger 
than New Jersey. 

The Terror Lake Hydroelectric 
project provides 31 megawatts of hy-
dropower capacity to the Island’s ap-
proximately 13,789 residents and, of 
course, the largest Coast Guard station 
in the United States. 

Kodiak Island is roughly the size, as 
I mentioned, of New Jersey. This 
means it is reliant upon the electric 
generation on the Island mostly by 
hydro at this time, some diesel. 

With the growing electrical demands 
of the residents of Kodiak, the Kodiak 
Electric Association will not be able to 
meet their needs without requiring ad-
ditional resources or will be forced 
back to increasing the use of diesel. 
There is no reason why a hydro-rich 

community like Kodiak should ever 
have to rely on diesel fuel for power 
generation. They wish to expand their 
operation by increasing their water re-
sources, and I agree. 

My legislation allows the Kodiak 
Electric Company to divert small flows 
of additional water from Upper Hidden 
Basin into Terror Lake by digging a 1.5 
mile underground tunnel. 

This diversion will increase the water 
resources at Terror Lake by 25 percent, 
resulting in an additional 33,000 mega-
watt-hours of generation each year and 
totalling an estimated output in the 
project of approximately 168 million 
megawatt-hours annually. 

The issue at hand is the tunnel would 
need to go through Kodiak Island Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, which is Fed-
eral land, to the State land where the 
water diversion would be located. 

My legislation authorizes the Kodiak 
Electric Association to occupy not 
more than 20 acres of Federal land to 
construct, operate, and maintain the 
Upper Hidden Basin Division expansion 
without further authorization of the 
Secretary of the Interior under the 
Alaska National Interest Lands Con-
servation Act. 

Alaska has tremendous hydroelectric 
potential, and I look forward to moving 
additional commonsense reforms to 
provide our rural and remote commu-
nities for new opportunities to obtain 
reliable and affordable hydropower. 

Mr. Speaker, may I say that the Fish 
and Wildlife Service supports this, 
there is no objection to it, it is a solu-
tion waiting to happen, so we are going 
to dig a tunnel. This is really about a 
tunnel. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 220 would author-
ize an expansion of the existing Terror 
Lake Hydropower project in Alaska to 
meet increased powder demands from 
Kodiak Island. 

The expansion would have to comply 
with environmental protections re-
quired under the Federal Power Act 
and National Environmental Policy 
Act. 

This bill unanimously passed both 
the House Natural Resources Com-
mittee and the Senate Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee. 

I want to thank Mr. YOUNG for his 
persuasive presentation both in com-
mittee and on the House floor. I fully 
support the sensible bipartisan legisla-
tion and urge my colleagues to vote for 
it. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I was going 
to say a few words about this bill here, 
but I would be in fear of my life if I 
changed anything on Congressman 
YOUNG’s statement. 

So with that, I think he did an out-
standing job presenting, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
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COOK) that the House suspend the rules 
and pass the bill, H.R. 220, as amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

b 1415 

ROBERT EMMET PARK ACT OF 2017 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 1500) to redesignate the small tri-
angular property located in Wash-
ington, DC, and designated by the Na-
tional Park Service as reservation 302 
as ‘‘Robert Emmet Park’’, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1500 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Robert 
Emmet Park Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS. 

Congress finds as follows: 
(1) Robert Emmet was one of Ireland’s 

most prominent historical figures, having 
led an effort to secure Irish independence in 
1803. 

(2) Although Emmet’s efforts initially 
failed, they succeeded in inspiring new gen-
erations of Irish men and women to struggle 
for independence. 

(3) For his efforts to gain Irish independ-
ence, Emmet was found guilty of treason and 
sentenced to death by hanging. 

(4) Robert Emmet’s ‘‘Speech from the 
Dock’’ motivated many of the efforts that 
led to an independent Ireland following 1916’s 
Easter Rising; (Emmet famously said that 
‘‘To [Ireland] I sacrificed every selfish, every 
lasting sentiment . . . I wished to place her 
independence beyond the reach of any power 
of earth . . . to procure for my country the 
guarantee which Washington procured for 
America . . . to exalt her to that proud sta-
tion in the world.’’). Emmet was strongly in-
fluenced by American democracy and the 
American Revolution. 

(5) Emmet had family members similarly 
admiring of the United States and dedicated 
to the cause of Irish independence, including 
his brother Thomas Addis Emmet who went 
on to become a prominent Attorney General 
of New York. 

(6) Emmet has been revered by generations 
of Irish-Americans for his leadership, cour-
age, and sacrifice. 

(7) Fifty years ago on April 22, 1966, the 
Robert Emmet Statue was dedicated on a 
small parcel of National Park Service land 
(reservation 302) at the corner of 24th Street 
NW and Massachusetts Avenue NW in Wash-
ington, DC. 

(8) Robert Emmet’s statue is the central 
feature of reservation 302. 

(9) Many leading Members of Congress, in-
cluding Speaker of the House John W. 
McCormack and Senators Everett Dirksen 
and Mike Mansfield served on the Robert 
Emmet Statue Dedication Committee. 

(10) Other members of that committee and 
participants in the dedication ceremony in-
cluded Secretary of the Interior Stewart 
Udall, Representative Michael Kirwan, Am-
bassador of Ireland William P. Fay, and Rec-
tor of St. Matthews Cathedral John K. Cart-
wright. 
SEC. 3. REDESIGNATION OF ROBERT EMMET 

PARK. 
(a) REDESIGNATION.—The small triangular 

property designated by the National Park 
Service as reservation 302, shall be known as 
‘‘Robert Emmet Park’’. 

(b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law, 
regulation, document, record, map, paper, or 
other record of the United States to the 
property referred to in subsection (a) is 
deemed to be a reference to ‘‘Robert Emmet 
Park’’. 

(c) SIGNAGE.—The Secretary of the Interior 
may post signs on or near Robert Emmet 
Park that include one or more of the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Information on Robert Emmet, his con-
tribution to Irish Independence, and his re-
spect for the United States and the Amer-
ican Revolution. 

(2) Information on the history of the statue 
of Robert Emmet located in Robert Emmet 
Park. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COOK) and the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. BEYER) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material on the bill under con-
sideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1500, offered by our 

colleague, Representative JOSEPH 
CROWLEY of New York, renames a small 
triangular property owned by the Na-
tional Park Service in Washington, 
D.C., as Robert Emmet Park. 

Robert Emmet, sometimes referred 
to as the George Washington of Ire-
land, was a prominent historical figure 
known for his role in the Irish rebellion 
of 1803 and for his classic ‘‘Speech from 
the Dock’’ that inspired future efforts 
to gain Irish independence. 

The small National Park Service res-
ervation that is redesignated by this 
bill includes a statue of Robert Emmet, 
originally cast in 1916 by Irish-Amer-
ican artist Jerome Connor. In April of 
last year, the statue was rededicated at 
a ceremony that also jointly marked 
the centennial of the 1916 Easter Ris-
ing. The statue and park, located just a 
few blocks from the Irish Embassy, are 
a source of pride to the Irish commu-
nity. 

I wish to thank Representative CROW-
LEY for his sponsorship of this bill, and 
also Mr. Jack O’Brien of the Ancient 
Order of Hibernians for his tireless 
work in support of this legislation and 
his lifelong dedication to Irish cultural 
projects. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, as my friend, Mr. COOK, 
just pointed out, H.R. 1500 designates a 
small triangle of land in Washington, 
D.C., as Robert Emmet Park. The par-
cel is home to a statue of Robert 
Emmet, a seminal figure in Ireland’s 
quest for independence. The bill also 
authorizes the National Park Service, 
which manages the area, to add inter-
pretive displays and signage to the 
area. 

Emmet admired the independence we 
achieved in this country and only 
wanted the same freedom and liberty 
for his compatriots in Ireland. Desig-
nating this small plot of land and the 
accompanying statue as Robert Emmet 
Park will stand as a constant reminder 
of the call to liberty and freedom that 
binds our Nation together. 

I would like to thank my friend, Rep-
resentative CROWLEY from New York 
City, who is also a proud son of St. Pat-
rick, for his work on this bill, and I 
urge its swift passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as he 
may consume to the distinguished gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY). 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Virginia for yield-
ing me this time. 

I also want to thank the chairman 
and the ranking member of the Natural 
Resources Committee here in the 
House of Representatives for moving 
this bill and helping to put this bill on 
the floor today in a bipartisan spirit. I 
would also like to acknowledge the ma-
jority and minority staff who have 
been very helpful to my office in this 
effort. 

True, this is not the first time this 
measure has been considered. It passed 
the House during the last Congress, but 
the session ended before it could be 
moved forward in the Senate and into 
law. It was then, as it is now, a bipar-
tisan bill. I would like to acknowledge 
all of the Members who are cosponsors. 
In substance, the bill would, as has 
been said, name a small parcel of the 
land in Washington, D.C., as Robert 
Emmet Park. 

Emmet was honored by the United 
States over 100 years ago when a statue 
of his likeness was donated to the 
Smithsonian Institution. That statue 
was welcomed by no less than Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson himself. 

After 50 years, the museum moved 
the statue to the land where it rests 
now, an unnamed parcel of land. The 
rededication committee counted many 
key leaders, including then-Speaker of 
the House John McCormack, Senator 
Everett Dirksen, and Senator Mike 
Mansfield. Even President Lyndon 
Johnson conveyed his pride in Emmet, 
stating: ‘‘We Americans are proud to 
accord a place of honor here in the Na-
tion’s Capital to Robert Emmet, whose 
struggles and sacrifices bespeak the 
yearnings of mankind throughout the 
ages.’’ 
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