June 27, 2017

TRUMPCARE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to speak about a young man by
the name of Will, who is 34 years old
and tells us a story that, if he was a
Canadian, there would be a good
chance that he could live 17 more
years. He has cystic fibrosis, and I
imagine there are many families with
children who have that, but he is con-
cerned about TrumpCare and the im-
pact.

At age 2, he was diagnosed with cys-
tic fibrosis, a hereditary disease im-
pacting 30,000 Americans. He says:

Imagine being under water and coming up
for air, but instead of breathing, you uncon-
trollably cough that air out. The harder you
try to breathe, the more you cough. At its
worst, this disease feels like a long, drawn-
out panic attack set to the soundtrack of an
endless hacking cough. At 34, statistically, I
have 7 more years left before my lungs cease
to function.

He mentions that if he were in Can-
ada, statistically, he would have 17
more years because of the healthcare,
but he also says this is not an exag-
geration:

The cold data from a recent study by the
U.S. Cystic Fibrosis Foundation, the conclu-
sion is that Canada’s nationalized single-
payer healthcare system that guarantees
health insurance for everyone is the primary
reason why Canadians with my disease will
live longer.

But look what happened to him:

For the past 4 years, however, my disease
has gone into reverse. I have been gradually
getting better. It is an extraordinary sensa-
tion. A new medication called Kalydeco
made by a company in Boston has given me
the promise of extending both the length and
quality of my life. I have been healthy
enough to work abroad as a freelance jour-
nalist.

A year and a half ago, Will got mar-
ried.

My wife and I hope to one day have kids,
but today is a sobering day. The House Re-
publicans replaced the Affordable Care Act,
and if the Senate bill goes through, a plan
that likely won’t allow me to remain on this
drug, then my long-term plans go out the
window. I have a preexisting condition. My
outlook would likely regress back to the one
of short-term survival and carpe diem. That
is a very different future than the one I plan
to have.

That is what TrumpCare represents
to millions of Americans: higher costs;
less coverage; not 22 million now, but
in 2026, 49 million Americans will not
be insured.

How can you? Where is the moral
standing?

It guts protections for preexisting
conditions no matter what kind of
smoke and mirrors the Senate is trying
to tell us. It does not exist.

It has got a crushing age tax. If you
are over 50, more of your income will
be used for your insurance premiums,
up to $12,000 to $15,000.

And it steals from Medicare. It
makes the Medicare trust fund insol-
vent.
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In my own State of Texas, here is a
long chart that talks to each Member,
including my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle, how many people in
their district will lose their health in-
surance.

I would ask the question: Is there any
mercy? Is there anyone that under-
stands?

In my district alone, almost 100,000—
89,000—individuals will be losing their
insurance; almost 20,000 of those will be
children. And it goes on in other Mem-
bers’ districts, talks about children:
7,000, 9,000, 8,000, 15,000, 13,000, 12,000,
10,000, 14,000, 18,000, 16,000 children in
different districts in the State of Texas
will lose their insurance.

And then Will, who would have and
has now, because of the Affordable Care
Act, a decent life, with a preexisting
condition that he described, how would
you like to come from under water and
try to breathe and that breathing is
undermined by the hacking of that
cough?

I hope that this bill is derailed. I
hope that TrumpCare in the House and
the Senate never sees the light of day,
not because I don’t want to work with
my colleagues, but because the chron-
ically ill will suffer and many will die.
The statistics show that in the State of
Texas, Mr. Speaker.

I conclude with this one sentence,
Mr. Speaker. I want to go back to Mr.
CLAY, and I ask the Attorney General
to investigate the shooting of Mr. Cas-
tile, and to do it now.

———

IMMIGRATION AND SANCTUARY
CITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, as a
Representative of the great State of
Texas, I want to first acknowledge and
preface my remarks with the fact that
most people that are entering these
United States illegally are doing so be-
cause they want a better life for their
families. That said, it doesn’t make it
right. As has been said, and I have said
it before, we are a nation of immi-
grants for sure, all of us, but we are
also a nation of laws.

When the Federal Government abdi-
cates its responsibility to secure our
border and enforce our immigration
laws, we not only fail in our sacred
duty to uphold the Constitution and
the rule of law, but we put American
lives at risk. 121, that is the number of
lives that have been lost from 2010 to
2014, lives that could have been saved if
we had the political courage to enforce
our immigration laws regarding crimi-
nal aliens.

Here is something even more out-
rageous. Of the over 36,000 criminal
aliens released from Immigration and
Customs Enforcement custody over the
course of a year, 1,000 of them were re-
convicted of another crime.

These avoidable, tragic deaths from
violent crimes continue to happen
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across the country, and many of the
criminal aliens who have committed
them have found refuge in our Nation’s
sanctuary cities. These are lawless cit-
ies, let’s be clear, cities whose actions
undermine the basic American tenet
that we are a nation of laws, not of
men.

Fortunately, we have the oppor-
tunity to stop this madness and do the
job the American people expect their
government to do, their first job, and
that is to keep Americans safe.

Passing the No Sanctuary for Crimi-
nals Act would impose significant pen-
alties on States and cities that refuse
to follow Federal immigration laws
and cooperate with authorities. Addi-
tionally, it would allow the Secretary
of Homeland Security to prohibit law-
breaking immigrants in DHS custody
from being transferred to sanctuary
cities.

The No Sanctuary for Criminals Act
only addresses one part of the problem
in this area, a problem that we all
know will require further reform; but,
nonetheless, this is a good, common-
sense law, and it will move our country
in the right direction towards safer,
stronger communities.

In addition to supporting the No
Sanctuary for Criminals Act, I have co-
sponsored the Davis-Oliver Act, and I
urge all my colleagues to do the same.
In addition to holding these cities ac-
countable for harboring criminal
aliens, we need to ensure that our
State and local law enforcement offi-
cials have the authority to actually do
their job, and that is enforce all of our
Nation’s laws.

Together, I believe the No Sanctuary
for Criminals Act and the Davis-Oliver
Act will have a major impact on stop-
ping illegal immigration and deterring
lawlessness at the hands of criminal
aliens who have repeatedly proven that
they will break our laws, harm our
citizens, and disrespect this great Na-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, let’s empower the Presi-
dent and local law enforcement agen-
cies to do their job. Let’s honor the
Constitution and respect the rule of

law. Mr. Speaker, let’s simply put
America first.
———
0 1045

BROKEN PROMISES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, as a
candidate, Donald Trump made some
very big promises on healthcare to the
American people. GOP leadership in
both the House and Senate have echoed
those promises. But the Trump-Ryan
healthcare bill and the Senate version
of the GOP bill fail to deliver on those
promises.

Donald Trump promised healthcare
for all of the American people. Even
though the ACA expanded health cov-
erage to more than 20 million Ameri-
cans, Donald Trump said he didn’t
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think it provided enough people with
coverage. He said: “We’re going to have
insurance for everybody,” and, ‘“‘I'm
not going to leave the lower 20 percent
that can’t afford insurance.”

The Congressional Budget Office says
that 14 million people will immediately
lose coverage under the Trump-Ryan
plan, and 24 million people will lose
coverage by 2027. The Senate version of
the bill isn’t much different.

Trump also promised that Americans
would enjoy cheaper health insurance,
with ‘“much lower deductibles.” His
Health and Human Services Secretary,
Tom Price, said that ‘‘nobody will be
worse off financially.” But the GOP
healthcare plan would cause an in-
crease in health premiums by 15 to 20
percent in the first 2 years alone, ac-
cording to the Congressional Budget
Office.

During the Republican Presidential
primary, Donald Trump bragged that
he was ‘‘the first and only potential
GOP candidate to state that there will
be no cuts to Social Security, Medi-
care, and Medicaid.” But the GOP
health plan guts Medicaid more than
ever before. It freezes enrollment and
unravels the Medicaid expansion.

Donald Trump and the GOP leader-
ship are breaking their promises to the
American people. Their healthcare
bills take away coverage from millions.
Deductibles will go up. Copays will go
up.

TrumpCare would gut essential
health benefits, which would mean
soaring costs for people with pre-
existing conditions. It will provide
worse coverage to those lucky enough
to still be able to afford it. And to what
end?

They are stripping healthcare from
millions of people in order to give a tax
cut to the wealthiest Americans who
need it the least. They are lining the
pockets of the rich while leaving our
families out to dry.

The GOP wants to take away
healthcare coverage from millions of
hardworking Americans who just want
to feel secure and know that they and
their families will be able to see a doc-
tor and get treated if they get sick,
without putting themselves or their
families in financial ruin. They are
robbing Peter to give PAUL RYAN and
his cronies a tax cut.

In Arizona, we have seen firsthand
the damage that Medicaid cuts can
wreak. In 2011, Arizona Governor Jan
Brewer cut Arizona’s Medicaid funding
and froze enrollment. Families who
were on Medicaid at the time could
only continue to receive benefits if
their income remained below the Fed-
eral poverty level. A family who
worked hard to raise their income even
the tiniest amount above the poverty
line would lose Medicaid coverage per-
manently, even if their income went
down later.

About 150,000 adults in Arizona lost
their Medicaid as a result of those
changes. People would get sick and be
unable to see a doctor just because

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

they couldn’t afford it. In some cases,
people were forced to decide between
paying for lifesaving care or paying
their rent.

If Medicaid expansion goes away
under the GOP healthcare plan, around
400,000 Arizonans could lose coverage,
according to AHCCCS in Arizona. That
includes 26,700 cancer patients and
about 47,000 who are working to over-
come different 1levels of substance
abuse, including opioid treatment. Peo-
ple in other States across the country
would experience similar devastating
outcomes.

Senators JOHN MCCAIN and JEFF
FLAKE witnessed the disastrous effect
of taking away healthcare coverage for
people in Arizona. They know more
than anyone else how many lives can
be ruined.

Some Republicans have already
voiced strong concerns about this bill’s
impact on their constituents. If they
are serious about these concerns, it
will only take three Republican Sen-
ators to take a stand and grind this
process to a halt. Unfortunately, so far,
Senators MCCAIN and FLAKE are not
among them.

Senators MCCAIN and FLAKE face a
very stark choice: they can do the bid-
ding of Donald Trump and deprive mil-
lions of healthcare coverage, or they
can take steps to defend the health and
financial security of the Arizonans
they were elected to represent.

The people of Arizona haven’t been
shy about letting our Senators know
how they feel and why they feel it, but
it is time to dial up the pressure. Sen-
ators MCCAIN and FLAKE must under-
stand that they owe it to Arizona fami-
lies to vote ‘‘no” on TrumpCare. If
they don’t, Arizona will hold them ac-
countable.

It is time for my colleagues in the
House to put pressure on the Senators
in their own States to do the right
thing and vote ‘‘no” on this bill. We
owe it to our constituents to stand up
for them and make sure that this cata-
strophic plan never sees the light of
day.

———

MONSIGNOR WILLIAM O’NEILL
CELEBRATES 50 YEARS WITH SA-
VANNAH DIOCESE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in recognition of Mon-
signor William O’Neill, who celebrated
his Golden Jubilee of Ordination on
June 4, 2017, marking his 50th year of
service with the Catholic Diocese of
Savannah.

Irish Catholics have been an impor-
tant aspect of Savannah’s culture and
history since their arrival during the
mid-19th century. Today, Savannah
maintains important aspects of Irish
Catholic culture, and is now home to
the third largest St. Patrick’s Day fes-
tival in the world.

A native of Ireland, a newly ordained
O’Neill arrived in the heat of a Georgia
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summer in 1967. His first assignment
was to St. Mary on the Hill in Augusta.
Later, Father O’Neill would go on to
manage the cathedral at Abercorn and
Harris, which has become an architec-
tural staple in the city of Savannah.

Father O’Neill’s graciousness and
love for the Catholic faith and its Sa-
vannah followers led him to begin the
renovation of the cathedral on
Abercorn and Harris in 1998, which in-
volved the removal and cleaning of
over 50 stained glass windows, the re-
placement of the slate roof, and the
restoration of the building’s interior.

On February 4, 2001, Father O’Neill
was made the first priest of the Savan-
nah Diocese in nearly 34 years to be in-
vested with the title of Monsignor,
which serves as a recognition of his
commitment to the Diocese. Although
he has since retired, Father O’Neill re-
mains an active part of the Diocese.

I congratulate Father O’Neill and I
thank him for his commitment to the
First Congressional District of Geor-
gia.

RETIREMENT OF FLETC DIRECTOR CONNIE L.

PATRICK

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to thank Ms. Connie
Patrick for her service to the Federal
Law Enforcement Training Center, as
she retires as its director this Friday,
June 30, 2017.

Director Patrick began her career in
law enforcement in 1976, when she was
sworn in as a deputy with the Brevard
County Sheriff’s Office in Titusville,
Florida. Her hard work and determina-
tion gave her the opportunity for a pro-
motion to serve as a special agent with
the Florida Department of Law En-
forcement.

After 20 years with the Florida De-
partment of Law Enforcement, she
began her work with the FLETC. Di-
rector Patrick’s impeccable work ethic
gained her a promotion to Director of
the FLETC in 2002. She has since
served in that capacity.

Under Director Patrick’s leadership,
local, State and, Federal training facil-
ity growth has increased by an aston-
ishing 22 percent. The FLETC has also
trained more students during her ten-
ure than it did in its first 36 years of
existence.

As Director of this division of Home-
land Security, Director Patrick
oversaw training for a majority of Fed-
eral officers and agents from more than
90 Federal organizations on the local,
State, and national levels. These facili-
ties graduate approximately 63,000 law
enforcement officers annually. To date,
Director Patrick is the longest-serving
head of any component of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Director Patrick has also found the
time to serve as a leader among mem-
bers of the National Sheriffs’ Associa-
tion Education and Awards Committee,
as well as the executive committee of
the National Law Enforcement Explor-
ing Committee.

I thank Director Patrick for her in-
valuable dedication to ensuring that
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