June 27, 2017

Mandy Mundy, Bill Hoblin, and so
many of the NOVA staff and volunteers
serving Bucks County, including gen-
erous volunteers such as Tina Green-
wood.

Through its programs and projects,
NOVA empowers victims of sexual as-
sault and abuse, providing them with
the resources and security they need to
live in spaces free from violence. I am
proud to stand with them in their mis-
sion to stand with victims in the fight
to end sexual assault.

——
SENATE HEALTHCARE REPEAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Oregon (Ms. BoNAMICI) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, this
week we expect that our colleagues in
the Senate will vote on the latest
version of TrumpCare. Recently, I
voted against a very similar bill be-
cause it will be a disaster for Orego-
nians and Americans. Under the Senate
bill, millions of people—up to 22 mil-
lion people—will lose coverage.

Mr. Speaker, many of my constitu-
ents are rightly worried. One of those
is Kalpana. Kalpana is caring for loved
ones with cancer. As she put it re-
cently, she is sandwiched by cancer.
She manages intravenous chemo treat-
ments for her 7-year-old son who is
fighting leukemia. Presently, he is
winning that fight. Her father has been
through countless therapies in his dec-
ade-long battle with prostate cancer,
which has now spread to his lymph
nodes.

Kalpana is amazing—our own local
wonder woman. Fortunately, she can
devote time and attention to her fam-
ily’s care without having to choose be-
tween paying for healthcare and paying
for rent, food, and other basic neces-
sities—for now. But after the House
vote on TrumpCare, she said this: I feel
like someone had punched me in the
gut.

Before the Affordable Care Act, fami-
lies lived in fear that a cancer diag-
nosis or a heart attack would leave
them in economic ruin and make them
ineligible for insurance in the future.

Early in my career, I worked at
Legal Aid. I did financial counseling
with clients who were struggling—
often because they got sick with no in-
surance or because they had insurance
that didn’t cover them when they need-
ed it.

We can’t go back to the days when
medical debt drove too many families
into bankruptcy and financial ruin. Or-
egonians and Americans need the sta-
bility of knowing they will have afford-
able healthcare coverage when they get
sick or when they are injured.

With the Affordable Care Act, fami-
lies across the country have had that
peace of mind and security that comes
with having affordable health cov-
erage. All of that is in jeopardy this
week.

Mr. Speaker, this is the United
States of America. Healthcare can and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

should be available for all, not just the
healthy and the wealthy. I urge my
colleagues in the Senate to reject
TrumpCare, and let’s all get back to
the table and talk about how we can
improve—not take away—access to af-
fordable healthcare for our constitu-
ents.

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, June is Immigrant Heritage Month,
and as the son of parents who fled Cas-
tro’s Cuba, like so many other resi-
dents of south Florida, I am especially
proud of my district’s rich immigrant
history and culture. From small-busi-
ness owners to law enforcement, hun-
dreds of thousands of immigrants and
their descendants across south Florida
are contributing to our economy, cul-
ture, and local communities as living
examples of American success.

I know from firsthand experience the
great and generous spirit of the Amer-
ican people and the unimaginable op-
portunities our Nation provides to all
who are willing to work for them.

Despite the longstanding tradition of
welcoming immigrants to our shores,
our Nation continues to have vigorous
debate about immigration policy. Un-
fortunately, Mr. Speaker, the current
debate has left thousands of immigrant
children, who were brought to this
country by their parents, in constant
fear of deportation to countries of ori-
gin many of them don’t even remem-
ber.

They have attended school with our
own children, graduated high school,
sometimes even serving in the mili-
tary, and today are seeking to con-
tribute to American society and help
grow our economy.

Mr. Speaker, the President, the
former President, and Members of Con-
gress in both Chambers and from both
parties agree that these young people,
commonly referred to as DREAMers,
should be treated with compassion.

I too agree, which is why I intro-
duced legislation that would give these
young people the certainty that they
deserve. The Recognizing America’s
Children Act creates three pathways to
legal status for them: academic, mili-
tary service, or employment. All quali-
fied applicants would be thoroughly
vetted, and any individual who has
been involved in serious criminal con-
duct will be disqualified.

Mr. Speaker, immigration reform
means strengthening security at our
border and modernizing our visa pro-
gram to keep Americans safe, but it
also means offering immigrants who
love our country just as much as we do
the opportunity to fully participate in
the American experience. It is my hope
that this Immigrant Heritage Month
will lead us to act in this regard.

H5185

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS SEMIPOSTAL
STAMP ACT

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, neurological and psychiatric dis-
orders have exacted a tremendous toll
on our society. Despite the great sci-
entific strides being made daily in neu-
roscience research, the underlying
causes of conditions like Alzheimer’s
disease, Parkinson’s disease, autism,
epilepsy, schizophrenia, depression, and
traumatic brain injury remain un-
solved. For true breakthroughs to
occur, researchers require additional
data to better treat these conditions.

To address this, the previous admin-
istration announced the Brain Re-
search through Advancing Innovative
Neurotechnologies Initiative in 2013.
Known as the BRAIN Initiative, this
collaborative public-private research
will advance our understanding of how
the brain functions as researchers work
to map the brain and study how indi-
vidual cells interact in both time and
space.

The data generated from this re-
search will help scientists fill in the
gaps in our current understanding and
provide unprecedented opportunities
for exploring how the brain enables us
to record, process, utilize, store, and
retrieve vast quantities of information.
This information will also provide re-
searchers with a better understanding
of mental illness and posttraumatic
stress disorder in hopes of better treat-
ing these diseases and reducing the
number of suicides each year.

I was pleased that the 21st Century
Cures Act, which I supported here in
the House and was signed into law, au-
thorized $1.51 billion for this important
research.

Mr. Speaker, to help accelerate this
project and raise public attention to
this initiative, today I introduced the
Mental Health Awareness Semipostal
Stamp Act with Representative GRACE
NAPOLITANO to raise awareness for this
important cause. This would come at
no cost to taxpayers.

Revenues generated from the sale of
a specialized postage stamp would be
directed to the National Institute of
Mental Health to further this ambi-
tious program that has the potential to
revolutionize mneurological and psy-
chiatric care all around the world.

————
PHILANDO CASTILE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Missouri (Mr. CLAY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to mourn the death of my former con-
stituent, Philando Castile, whose
shocking and completely unnecessary
death has now been seen by millions
around the world via video.

I mourn not only his death but also
the complete failure of local law en-
forcement and the criminal justice sys-
tem to protect his most precious right,
the right to life.

Philando, like so many other young
African Americans before him,
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interacted with local law enforcement,
responded peacefully, did exactly what
he was supposed to do, yet he wound up
dead, shot six times at pointblank
range by an officer who saw him as
something less than human.

He is dead for no good reason except
for the color of his skin and the fact
that his ethnicity fed into an implicit,
sick, and deadly bias held by some po-
lice officers that Black people present
an imminent threat simply by virtue of
who we are. That bias is pervasive, not
just among some police officers, but
also throughout our criminal justice
system.

Anyone who views the video of
Philando’s police shooting can see that
he should not be dead and that the offi-
cer who Kkilled him should have been
held accountable. But as in far too
many other cases, the justice system
failed Philando and his family in the
most outrageous way. The sad truth is
that, in 2017, we continue to suffer
under a justice system that provides
justice for some but not for all.

As I join with Philando’s family and
millions of other Americans who were
outraged by the complete lack of ac-
countability for his death, I cannot but
help remember another tragic case, the
death of my 18-year-old constituent,
Mike Brown, almost 3 years ago in Fer-
guson, Missouri. As I watched
Philando’s family screaming out for
justice, they reminded me of some-
thing that Mike Brown’s mother,
Lezley McSpadden, told me. She said:
Congressman, I want them to know
that he mattered to me.

Well, he mattered to me, too, as well
as Philando. So did Tamir Rice, Eric
Garner, Sandra Bland, Freddie Gray,
and so many others who have died at
the hands of local police for no good
reason and without any consequences.

Mr. Speaker, I have supported local
law enforcement for over 30 years, and
I continue to have no doubt that the
vast majority of police officers perform
a difficult, dangerous, and essential job
with honor, bravery, and integrity. But
I also know that too many other offi-
cers clearly lack the temperament and
training to deescalate interactions be-
fore they become deadly, and that con-
tinues to cost many innocent lives.

That is why I have introduced, along
with my good friends, Congressman
STEVE COHEN of Tennessee and Senator
TAMMY DUCKWORTH of Illinois, the Po-
lice Training and Independent Review
Act of 2017. This legislation has already
earned almost 100 cosponsors.

My bill would protect both police of-
ficers and the citizens they serve. It
would require sensitivity training in
the areas of race, ethnic bias, disabil-
ities, and interactions with new immi-
grants. It would also establish incen-
tives to encourage States to adopt new
laws to require an independent pros-
ecutor in all cases when police use
deadly force. This legislation deserves
a fair hearing and an up-or-down vote
in this House.

I will close with this: a brief teaching
from the late Dr. Martin Luther King,
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Jr., on the occasion of another needless
tragedy, the police Kkilling of civil
rights worker Jimmie Lee Jackson by
an Alabama State trooper in 1965. In
his eulogy, King said: ‘“A State trooper
pointed the gun, but he did not act
alone. He was murdered by the bru-
tality of every sheriff who practices
lawlessness in the name of the law.”

——
J 1030

IT IS TIME TO GET OUT OF OUR
16-YEAR WAR IN AFGHANISTAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr.
Speaker, in one of the Capitol Hill
newspapers today is this cartoon, a
cartoon showing a general with several
stars on his shoulder, saying: ‘‘Sixteen
years of blood, bombs, bullets, and dev-
astation, and no one’s winning,” talk-
ing about our 16-year war in Afghani-
stan. And then the cartoon shows a
very greedy-looking man holding a
briefcase called War Incorporated, with
all kinds of cash sticking out of both
sides and with this greedy smile say-
ing, ““Oh, I wouldn’t say that.” And
that is what this war is now all about,
this 16-year war. It is being held up and
continued only because so many people
and companies are making money out
of it.

Just yesterday, in The Washington
Times, there was this story entitled,
“War and Waste,” and I would like to
read some of that story.

“Those are the basics for outfitting
an Afghan soldier. But in that simple
uniform combination are the threads of
two troubling stories—one about the
waste of millions in American taxpayer
dollars”—actually, it is many bil-
lions—‘‘the other about the perils of
propping up a partner army in a seem-
ingly endless war.

“Together these tales help explain
why some in Congress’’—and it should
be everyone in Congress—‘‘why some in
Congress question the wisdom of in-
vesting even more resources in Afghan-
istan, nearly 16 years after the United
States invaded the Taliban-ruled coun-
try in response to the al-Qaida attacks
of September 11, 2001. The Army gen-
eral who runs the U.S. war effort in Af-
ghanistan calls it a stalemate. Defense
Secretary Jim Mattis says the U.S. is
‘not winning.””’

And I will continue with this story:
And, sadly, the only Americans who
are being killed in recent weeks have
been killed by the Afghan soldiers who
we are paying and who we are there
trying to help out.

Continuing this story: ‘“The long war
has generated repeated examples of
wasted funds, which may be inevitable
in a country such as Afghanistan,
where the military has been built from
scratch, is plagued with corruption and
relies almost completely on TU.S.
money for even the most basic things,
including salaries and uniforms.
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Among the costs rarely noted publicly:
The Pentagon has spent $1 billion over
the past 3 years to help recruit and re-
tain Afghan soldiers.”

And then, I continue with the story:
“The Pentagon has not disputed the
gist of findings by its Special Inspector
General for Afghanistan, John Sopko,
that the U.S. spent as much as $28 mil-
lion more than necessary over 10 years
on uniforms for Afghan soldiers with a
camouflage ‘forest’ pattern that’ is to-
tally ‘‘inappropriate for the largely
desert battlefield.

“In a report released this past week,
Sopko’s office said the Pentagon paid
to license a propriety camouflage pat-
tern even though it owns patterns it
could have used for free.”

The Pentagon spent $28 million to
get something that it could have got-
ten for free.

“The choice,” it said, was based on
the seemingly offhand fashion pref-
erence of a single Afghan official.

‘““‘This is not an isolated event,’
Sopko said in a telephone interview.
The U.S., he said, has been ‘in a mad
rush to spend money like a drunken
sailor on a weekend furlough.’” It re-
flects a pattern, he said, of spending
too much money, too quickly, with too
little oversight and too little account-
ability.”

And he continues, Mr. Sopko: ‘ ‘This
was more than just a bad fashion
move,” he said. ‘It cost the taxpayer
millions of dollars’ more than might
have been necessary.

“Money is rarely part of the debate
over what the United States should do
differently or better in Afghanistan,
and thus the accumulating costs are
often overlooked.

‘““Since 2002, the U.S. has spent $66
billion on Afghan security forces
alone’’—in addition to many, many bil-
lions more on other things in trying to
do nation building in Afghanistan,
which we never should have been doing
in the first place.

“In recent years, this spending has
grown’’—listen to that. In recent years,
this spending has grown over the $66
billion.

‘““Stephen Biddle, a professor of polit-
ical science and international affairs at
George Washington University, said
the money wasted on camouflage uni-
forms is symptomatic of a broader
problem of official corruption that has
sapped the strength and spirit of too
many Afghan soldiers.”

And he added this: ‘“‘The real prob-
lem in Afghanistan is not, ‘“‘Can we get
a rational decision about which camou-
flage design it should be.” The real
problem in Afghanistan is that cro-
nyism and corruption’’—that word is
in that story several times—‘‘corrup-
tion in the government and the secu-
rity forces saps the combat motivation
of the soldiers.””’

Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to end
this very wasteful war and get out of
Afghanistan.
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