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veterans managing this challenging
condition.

Throughout my time in Congress, 1
have paid close attention to effective
alternative therapies for the symptoms
of PTSD, from service dogs to equine
therapy, from book and writing groups
to yoga and acupuncture. A group in
my home State of Maine, called K9s on
The Front Line, has created an ex-
traordinary model. At no cost to the
veteran, volunteer police dog handlers
teach participants to train their own
dogs or dogs selected from shelters to
be PTSD service dogs.

Many of these veterans have had
years of therapy or drug treatment
with limited success. Yet, in so many
instances, the impact of these service
dogs on both veterans and their fami-
lies has been nothing short of miracu-
lous.

I am proud to honor my constituents
at K9s on The Front Line for improving
the lives of Maine veterans with PTSD.

————

TECHNICAL EDUCATION

(Mr. DESJARLAIS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. DEeESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to recognize the impor-
tance of technical education.

Technical education allows Ameri-
cans of nearly any age to gain practical
skills for the modern economy. Stu-
dents graduate with less debt and also
great career prospects because growing
industries often partner with local edu-
cation centers to find the best employ-
ees.

My home State of Tennessee, where
global auto companies have created a
network of high-tech manufacturers, is
a prime example. This week, in Frank-
lin County, we are celebrating the
groundbreaking of another Tennessee
College of Applied Technology campus.
The program has been enormously suc-
cessful across the State, helping Ten-
nesseans who prefer to learn a trade to
find meaningful work and helping em-
ployers to fill specialized jobs.

I applaud President Trump for his
focus on apprenticeship and vocational
programs to create jobs and economic
growth. This week, I voted to simplify
Federal funding for States, which ad-
minister a broad range of programs for
everything from mechanics to coding. I
have also voted to lift Federal restric-
tions on overdue energy and infrastruc-
ture projects requiring thousands of
engineers and operators.

The United States must always be an
industrial leader. That leadership
starts with hardworking Americans
pursuing their passions through tech-
nical education.

———
TAX REFORM

(Mr. GOTTHEIMER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. GOTTHEIMER. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak out against dark-
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of-night policymaking and extreme
partisanship and turn to where we can
work together with civility on our
most pressing issues.

Instead of focusing on what we do not
agree on, we must work together where
we can find common ground on cutting
taxes for hardworking Americans and
businesses of all sizes and investing in
the crumbling roads, tunnels, and
bridges Americans drive over every
day. In New Jersey, our roads are the
eighth worst in the country, while our
taxes are way too high.

As co-chair of the bipartisan Problem
Solvers Caucus, I have been working
around the clock with both parties
since I was sworn in to fix our roads,
while lowering taxes and cutting un-
necessary regulation and red tape. By
doing so, we can increase economic
growth in jobs, improve safety, fight
terror, ensure clean drinking water,
stand by our vets and first responders,
and give our country a competitive ad-
vantage on the world stage.

We simply can’t have a first-rate na-
tion with second-class infrastructure
and sky-high taxes. There is political
will on both sides of the aisle on these
issues, but we can’t be spending our en-
ergy on rehashing the same tired par-
tisan debates and jamming through
partisan bills. We must work together
to get things done for the American
people.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF STAN
MCcETCHIN

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate the passing and
celebrate the life of a good friend to
many, Mr. Stan McEtchin. Hailing
from Vancouver, British Columbia,
Stan passed away on June 9, after 92
yvears of enriching the lives of those
around him.

For the past few decades, the small
town of Paradise, California, has
known Stan as a pillar of the commu-
nity, whose sculpted metal artwork
decorated shops and houses all across
Butte County. But before his creative
artwork made him a local celebrity,
Stan served his country in World War
II.

In 1943, he volunteered for the First
Special Service Force in the Canadian
Army, an elite American and Canadian
commando unit that preceded the mod-
ern Special Operations Forces we have
today. In 2014, the man beloved for his
artwork and for his charity was award-
ed a Congressional Gold Medal right
here in Washington, D.C., for his unit’s
heroism in battle.

I consider myself fortunate to have
known him just a little bit, and our
country fortunate to have gained such
a good man from our northern neigh-
bors.

God bless his family and his memory.

H5097

TRUMPCARE, BUT AT WHAT COST?

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-

marks.)
Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, Senate Re-
publicans have negotiated their

TrumpCare bill in the dark, and that is
just where it should have stayed. And
just wait until the CBO score comes
out next week.

Knowing that this bill will cause im-
measurable harm to millions of Amer-
ican families who will lose their cov-
erage and protections while facing
higher costs, I do not understand how
anyone could support it.

We constantly hear from our Repub-
lican colleagues that TrumpCare keeps
their promise to repeal the Affordable
Care Act. So you keep that misguided
promise, but at what cost?

We are talking about the lives of real
people, millions of real people. Aren’t
they worth more than just a tax cut for
the rich?

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican
colleagues to scrap this disastrous bill.
Let’s work together to improve the Af-
fordable Care Act and not destroy it.

———
CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDU-
CATION PROGRAMS PROVIDE

STUDENTS OPPORTUNITIES FOR
TODAY’S ECONOMY

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to speak in support of today’s
legislation to advance our country’s
career and technical education pro-
grams. These programs help students
learn the skills needed to be competi-
tive and set our young people on the
path to success.

I have visited with our manufactur-
ers regularly, and they have repeatedly
told me that more skilled workers are
needed.

As a former vocational teacher, I
have seen firsthand the fulfillment a
student can find from getting real-
world training in a useful skill, and I
am encouraged by the positive steps
this bill takes to address this skill
shortfall.

There are many paths to success, and
the Strengthening Career and Tech-
nical Education for the 21st Century
Act helps us pave the way for a high-
skilled workforce of Americans to have
successful, fulfilling careers.

————
LGBT PRIDE MONTH

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, all over
the country, millions of Americans are
celebrating Pride Month and our
LGBTQIA communities across the
country. In fact, this week I will join
tens of thousands of Washingtonians at
our annual Seattle pride events.
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We will come together to support our
family, friends, neighbors, and col-
leagues; we will come together to cele-
brate the advancement of LGBTQ
rights in our country; and we will come
together to celebrate the second anni-
versary of the landmark Supreme
Court decision that reaffirmed our
commitment to the principle of mar-
riage equality in this country.

But this year, we also come together
to acknowledge that we have seen a
spike in hate crimes, an increasing
coarseness of public discourse, and
greater fear-mongering for political
gain. We have a lot of work to do.

We intend to protect every advance-
ment that has been made and continue
demanding progress toward full protec-
tions in employment and housing, safe-
ty for our transgender brothers and sis-
ters, and equitable access to healthcare
and other services.

There is a lot to celebrate, but much
more to do to ensure the promise of
equality for all in our Nation. That is
what this month has been about, and
we celebrate it.

———
LET'S WORK IN A BIPARTISAN
WAY TO IMPROVE OUR
HEALTHCARE SYSTEM FOR

EVERY AMERICAN

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in strong opposition to the Re-
publicans’ ongoing plans to repeal and
replace the Affordable Care Act. Sen-
ate leadership unveiled their plan this
morning and plans a vote as soon as
next week.

This bill was drafted in secrecy and
will have massive consequences for the
healthcare of every American. It will
affect more than one-sixth of our econ-
omy. Yet for all its impact, it was writ-
ten behind closed doors, with abso-
lutely zero bipartisan input.

I have heard from more constituents
on this issue than any other—more
than 5,000 letters, emails, and tele-
phone calls: people like the cancer sur-
vivor in Lake Bluff who is worried
whether she will be unable to find af-
fordable insurance without the ACA’s
preexisting condition protections; or
my constituent in Grayslake, who says
he could only start his business be-
cause of the individual coverage he
bought on the exchange.

I urge my colleagues to listen to the
great majority of the American people.
It is time to end this ill-considered
charade to repeal ObamaCare and work
together in a bipartisan way to im-
prove our healthcare system for every
American.

——
SENATE VERSION OF AMERICAN
HEALTH CARE ACT RELEASE
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked

and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)
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Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, we have a copy of the Senate
bill to repeal ObamaCare, and it is no
wonder they didn’t want us to see it.

Like the mean-spirited bill passed by
the House, it rips insurance away from
millions of Americans, rolls back key
protections to patients with pre-
existing conditions, and allows insurers
to charge older people five times more
than others.

Despite the promises that the Senate
bill will moderate the coverage cuts in
the House-passed bill, the Senate is not
only retaining the House bill’s funda-
mental restructuring of the Medicaid
program to a per capita cap on Federal
funding, but it is deepening the cuts on
Medicaid after a few years. This will
inevitably lead to the rationing of
healthcare for 70 million Americans
who are beneficiaries of Medicaid: preg-
nant women, people in nursing homes,
children, and people with disabilities.

It is not even clear what policy goal
this bill is trying to solve, except for
making insurance more expensive or
unavailable for people who really need
it the most. It is almost hard to call
this a healthcare bill at all.

There were no hearings, no public de-
bate, and after weeks of backroom
deals and operating in secrecy, we now
have this terrible product that the Sen-
ate plans to vote on next week.

I think the American people deserve
better.

————
SENATE HEALTHCARE BILL

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to oppose the healthcare bill
that has emerged from secret Repub-
lican-only negotiations in the other
body.

Mr. Speaker, 900,000 people—nearly 1
million—gained health insurance just
in Ohio through the Affordable Care
Act. But this lopsided Republican bill
is even more cruel than their House
version. It will rip away care from mil-
lions, including very sick people who
are suffering from mental illness and
opioid addiction.

We all know amazing families, many
of whom have come to our offices tell-
ing their stories, families who care for
the sick and for those who will never
be able to realize the dreams due to ill-
ness and disability. To put them on the
chopping block is un-American and it
is anti-life.

The Republican bill slashes Medicaid,
which is a lifeline to working people,
and puts more crushing costs on mil-
lions of seniors dependent on Medicaid
for nursing home care.

The Republican bill is anti-life. The
Republican proposal makes healthcare
unaffordable for many Americans, and
basically gives a tax cut to those who
make millions and billions of dollars.
How cruel is that?

Caring for the most dependent and ill
among us cannot be left to chance.
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Americans should rise up in protest
from coast to coast and oppose this
anti-life Republican bill.

LET’S FIGHT TO SAVE THE
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
healthcare should not be partisan.

I have on my jacket a sign that says
“Restore the Vote” to give opportuni-
ties to Americans to vote because Re-
publicans have decided that
TrumpCare and healthcare is partisan.
We need to be able to ensure that ev-
eryone has the right to vote.

Today, they issued a mean
healthcare bill that is meaner than the
House bill. Trillions of dollars are cut
from Medicaid, from children and sen-
ior citizens. Subsidies are not given to
all of those given under the Affordable
Care Act. Hospitals will crumble; feder-
ally qualified clinics will close; and
emergency room doctors, of whom I
had the chance to speak to just a few
hours ago, indicated 140 million Ameri-
cans go to emergency rooms, or have
gone, for their healthcare. The Afford-
able Care Act eased that.

But, now with this monstrosity of a
bill that undermines and throws Amer-
icans off healthcare—23 million and
growing—then it really does say that
elections do matter and that this is a
sinister Republican plan to undermine
the American people.

It is time for us to come together,
not partisan, but nonpartisan, to fight
for our lives and fight for our children
and fight to save the Affordable Care
Act.

Let’s do it now.

——
O 1700

IMMIGRANT HERITAGE MONTH

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I am for-
tunate to represent the Dallas-Fort
Worth metroplex, where a blend of cul-
tures has shaped our community, from
the food that we eat to the traditions
that we celebrate. The north Texas
area has benefited from immigrants
that now call the Dallas-Fort Worth
metroplex home. In fact, over one-third
of the district I serve was born outside
of the United States.

It is the rich diversity found in Texas
and across the country that have
helped make our country great. Immi-
grants bring their skills and cultures
and a belief in the American Dream
that benefits each and every one of us.
They work alongside us, teach our chil-
dren, worship in parishes, and con-
tribute to the innovation that has kept
America on the cutting edge for dec-
ades.

In honor of Immigrant Heritage
Month, I remind my colleagues of our
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