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Mr. Speaker, we do owe it to the
American people who pay their taxes,
we do owe it to the parents whose
young men and women will go and die
for America. We do owe it to have a de-
bate on the floor of the House. It has
been 16 years since we have had a de-
bate.

God help America and, please, God
bless America.

—————
AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, like in
anyone’s office, the photos and trin-
kets on display in mine tell a little bit
about who I am: a wedding photo, a
picture of me and my family on our
swearing-in day, a copy of the first bill
I had signed into law, the moments
that I am proud of, the pieces of me
that I want to share with the world.

In this body, the people’s House is no
different. We have always been proud of
our democracy and even prouder to dis-
play it for all the world to see. That is
why we keep these cameras on when-
ever we are in session. It is why every
single word that is uttered on this floor
is documented and preserved long after
the day we draw our last breath. It is
why we walk beside Americans of all
backgrounds and beliefs through the
rotunda with the same awe of our Na-
tion’s history embodied in bronze stat-
ues and bold paintings. It is why every
single night this Dbuilding glows
through the darkness; because the
light of democracy not only lays bare
our divisions and dissent, but it lights
a path to our proudest moments.

In times of war and peace, fights over
civil rights and equality, our debates in
these halls have always been driven by
a fierce conviction of our beliefs and a
shared vision of a Kkinder, stronger
country. Disagreements, yes, but en-
lightened by ideals, by vision, by a
shared commitment to our American
experiment.

And when you stand behind those
principles and your policies, you wel-
come that spotlight; you engage in
that debate; you are eager to answer
questions; you are ready to be held ac-
countable.

And so, Mr. Speaker, we should all be
concerned by what has transpired in
our Capitol over the course of the past
few weeks. For if you are proud of your
legislation, you don’t lock it behind
closed doors; you don’t shield it from
the very people that are going to be
hurt most by it; you don’t turn off the
cameras and then call it mean; you
don’t sabotage a healthcare system and
leave a wake of devastation and de-
struction to score political points.

Drafting TrumpCare under the cover
of darkness is an admission that this
bill cannot—cannot—withstand the
sunlight of our neighbors.

Mr. Speaker, the America that I
know would never turn its back on a
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friend or a need.
TrumpCare does.

The America that I know doesn’t tell
the sick, the elderly, or the frail that
you are on your own. TrumpCare does.

The America that I know doesn’t tell
the young woman struggling through
an opioid recovery that your next re-
lapse, well, that one was one too many.
TrumpCare does.

The America that I know under-
stands that our greatness comes from
our goodness; that we lean into chal-
lenges, you don’t yield to them; that
the frustration that we see in our
streets and our communities is a cry
for our government to be as good and
as decent as the people we aim to
serve. They, we, deserve nothing less.
TrumpCare is not that cure.

————

IN MEMORY OF A.A. “GUS” KARLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. JEN-
KINS of West Virginia). The Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the re-
markable life of Mr. ‘“Gus’ Karle of
Waycross, Georgia, who passed away on
Sunday, May 7, 2017.

From a young age, Mr. Karle was
deeply interested in trains and rail-
ways. In 1939, he skipped school to visit
his local train station, where he landed
his first job at the young age of 12,
working as an assistant porter, respon-
sible for loading and unloading train
passengers.

After graduating from Wabash Col-
lege in Indiana, he went on to start a
career in railroad industry design and
construction, working as an adminis-
trator for nearly 40 years.

Mr. Karle’s career was extremely im-
portant to the economic development
of the City of Waycross, Georgia, by
way of his involvement in the design of
Rice Yard, one of the busiest CSX rail
crossroads in the Nation. Rice Yard
serves as a daily transfer point for
nearly 3,000 rail cars and remains one
of the city’s biggest employers, staffed
by nearly 1,300 people from Ware and
surrounding counties.

Mr. Karle retired from CSX Railroad
in 2016. Last year, former CSX presi-
dent, Clarence Gooden, whom Mr.
Karle hired and trained in 1970, pro-
claimed every November 16 ““A.A. ‘Gus’
Karle Day’”’ in commemoration of Mr.
Karle’s hard work with the company.

Mr. Karle is a legend around
Waycross. I want to thank him and his
family for everything that he did to
make Waycross and the First Congres-
sional District of Georgia what it is
today.

IN REMEMBRANCE OF MRS. NAN THOMPSON

MILLER

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the life of
Mrs. Nan Thompson Miller, who passed
away on Saturday, June 10, at the age
of 89, and was laid to rest last week in
Dublin, Georgia.

Mrs. Miller worked hard during her
long life, selflessly serving others
through a profession she loved.
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At the age of 17, Mrs. Miller joined
the United States Army Nurse Corps
and attended the University of Georgia
to study nursing, where she was a
member of the last graduating class to
receive their RN degrees.

Following the war, Mrs. Miller put
her training to work with the Naval
Hospital in Dublin, where she eventu-
ally rose to the position of head nurse
before retiring in 1983.

As a young nurse, Mrs. Miller met
the late George Anderson Miller, to
whom she was married for 55 years.
The Millers were active members of
their community that helped form the
Pine Forest United Methodist Church.
Mrs. Miller was also a member of the
Pilot Club of Dublin, the Order of the
Blarney Stone, and the American
Nurses Association.

Today, I have the pleasure of work-
ing with Mrs. Miller’s granddaughter,
Brooke. I can say from my own experi-
ence that Brooke’s commitment to
public service and dedication to our
constituents is a wonderful testament
to the legacy of her grandmother.

Mr. Speaker, I hope all Members will
join me; my wife, Amy; and my staff in
sending our thoughts and prayers to
the Miller family as they remember
the life and legacy of Mrs. Nan Thomp-
son Miller.

GEORGIA PRESS ASSOCIATION AWARD RECIPIENT,
KATHLEEN RUSSELL

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Ms. Kathleen
Russell, from Darien, Georgia, who re-
ceived the President’s Award on behalf
of the Georgia Press Association on
Friday, June 2, 2017.

Ms. Russell’s strong dedication to her
role as longtime editor of The Darien
News makes her worthy of such an
honor. Each year, an individual who
has exhibited outstanding leadership
abilities and who serves as an inno-
vator in Georgia’s media industry is
named a recipient of this prestigious
award.

For generations, members of Ms.
Russell’s family have worked in the
press, and it is only fitting that Ms.
Russell would find herself working as a

journalist.
Constituents remember Ms. Russell’s
beloved father, Mr. Charles

Williamson, as a journalist who stood
up to wrongdoers in McIntosh County,
exposing corruption and theft by a
multitude of former county officials.

As a child, Kathleen assisted her par-
ents in the production of the weekly
newspaper. During that time, her par-
ents nurtured her love for the press.

After graduating from the University
of Georgia in 1974, Ms. Russell began a
career as an educator. She left edu-
cation in pursuit of a career as a jour-
nalist and assumed the role of asso-
ciate editor of The Darien News. In
2009, Ms. Russell was honored for her
hard work when she was named pub-
lisher and editor of the newspaper.

Ms. Russell has remained an active
member of McIntosh County, serving
on several boards over the years, in-
cluding the Division of Family and
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Children Services, Darien Downtown
Development Authority, and the Col-
lege of Coastal Georgia Foundation.

Ms. Russell, I applaud your efforts to
keep the citizens of Georgia’s First
Congressional District in tune with
current events throughout our State
and country.

TRIBUTE TO COOK COUNTY
COMMISSIONER ROBERT STEELE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, on Monday of this week, I was
saddened to know of the passing of
Cook County Commissioner and Presi-
dent Pro Tem Robert Steele, whom I
have known since his childhood days.
As a matter of fact, I lived in the same
neighborhood with the Steele family
from the year that Commissioner Rob-
ert Steele was born.

I count myself as a Steele family
friend and have worked with Bob’s
mother, Bobbie, since the late 1960s.
His father, Robert, was a mentor to my
son Stacey.

I had the pleasure of watching Com-
missioner Steele grow from a child into
becoming an adult and an outstanding
local and national leader.

Commissioner Steele was so much
more than a man with a title. He was
part of the glue which held his commu-
nity together. He was a big brother to
neighborhood boys whom he often took
with him to events and activities. He
was a mentor and an inspiration to
those who came into contact with him.
He was a great advocate for organ do-
nation and transplantation. You see,
he was a recipient from his sister, who
gave him a kidney.

He was an Omega man, a great frat
brother, and he was a leader of the
West Side and countywide Black elect-
ed officials. He meant the world to his
family and brought great pride and joy
to his parents, Robert and former Cook
County Board President Bobbie Steele.

Robert Steele was an absolute leader
who provided leadership and guidance
on a regular basis wherever he went.
He was active in his church, in his
community, in his neighborhood. He
was intelligent, astute, and not afraid.

Of all the people that I have known
who come from the West Side of Chi-
cago as elected officials, none has
brought more to the table than Bob,
except, perhaps, his mother, Bobbie.

Our community will long remember
the work of Cook County Commis-
sioner Bobbie Steele. Perhaps the song-
writer was correct when he said that
““the good die young.” Bob was indeed
young, but he was a leader among lead-
ers and a man among men.

I salute you, Commissioner Robert
Steele, and long may your life, your
work, and your legacy continue.
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REMEMBERING FLOOD OF JUNE 23,
2016

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CARTER of Georgia). The Chair recog-
nizes the gentleman from West Vir-
ginia (Mr. JENKINS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr.
Speaker, 1 year ago, on June 23, 2016,
we experienced one of the darkest days
in West Virginia’s history.

Floodwaters raced through small
towns without warning, washing away
homes, washing away businesses, and,
yes, washing away lives. Twenty-three
souls were lost, while thousands were
left without shelter and food.

Now as we approach the 1-year anni-
versary of this tragic event, we pause
to remember those we lost and honor
their lives. We reflect on how our com-
munities changed over this past year.
We pledge to continue rebuilding until
our towns and our cities are better
than they were before the rivers rose.

We have seen so many examples of
strength, faith, and hope in this past
year, examples that carry us forward
and inspire us all. More work remains
to be done. We still have churches,
schools, libraries, and other commu-
nity centers that need to be rebuilt, re-
placed, and restocked. Many are still in
temporary and rental housing. The
scars still remain.

But the message that we should
carry forward is the one that carried us
through this terrible event: the knowl-
edge that West Virginians will always
have each other’s backs. We are strong-
er when we stand united than when we
stand alone.

Through everything that lies ahead,
we will stay strong. We will thank
those who put their lives on the line to
help rescue others. We will remember
and honor those whom we lost, and we
will continue to offer our support to
those who are rebuilding their lives.
That is what we do as neighbors. That
is what we do as friends. That is what
we do as West Virginians.

————
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NEW HEALTHCARE BILL IS ONLY
GOOD FOR THE WEALTHY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. AGUILAR) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, earlier
this year, we watched President Donald
Trump and Speaker PAUL RYAN ram
their healthcare bill through the House
of Representatives before it even had a
cost analysis.

It didn’t take long for us to learn
why. It will strip over 20 million Amer-
icans of affordable healthcare. It will
drive up premiums and out-of-pocket
expenses for older Americans by as
much as 25 percent. It will allow insur-
ance companies to discriminate
against pregnant women, children, and
seniors. And this is all so Donald
Trump can give a tax break to his
wealthiest friends.

Mr. Speaker, this healthcare bill will
literally be a death sentence to some
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Americans. House Republicans had
years—let me say that again—had
years to come up with ways to make
healthcare more affordable. But in-
stead, they would rather pull the plug
out from millions of families who put
their healthcare in the hands of the in-
surance companies.

Since the Affordable Care Act was
signed into law, nearly 40,000 of my
constituents have enrolled in Covered
California, and nearly 200,000 in San
Bernardino County, our residents, have
been added to Medi-Cal following the
ACA expansion. TrumpCare will end
Medicaid and leave millions of Ameri-
cans without coverage.

Children will be stripped of their cov-
erage because their parents will fall
into an income bracket that doesn’t
satisfy our President. This legislation
isn’t just bad, it is detestable. Accord-
ing to Donald Trump, it is even mean.
Though, apparently, it doesn’t matter
how mean it is for middle class fami-
lies as long as it gives tax breaks to his
wealthy friends.

And now, Senate Republicans have
taken a page out of the House Repub-
lican playbook and are writing their
healthcare bill in secret. This is not
how we govern. This is not what the
American people expect.

———

SUPPORT CAREER AND
TECHNICAL EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Mrs. ROBY) for 5 minutes.

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
offer my full support for H.R. 2353, the
Strengthening Career and Technical
Education for the 21st Century Act.

For more than 30 years, Federal fund-
ing, known as Perkins funding, has
helped support career and technical
education programs at the State and
local level. This legislation reauthor-
izes that funding and makes needed im-
provements to ensure Perkins dollars
are spent efficiently and effectively.

Mr. Speaker, I am a big believer in
career tech programs for three simple
reasons: They help prepare students for
rewarding careers; they ensure Amer-
ican workers have the tools necessary
for skilled trades that are foundational
to our society; and they boost our
economy by providing a quality work-
force.

When it comes to higher education,
we all know that there has been a si-
lent stigma attached to not completing
an academic degree at a 4-year univer-
sity. For years, we were afraid to say
that college isn’t for everybody, when
the truth is, career tech programs can
actually lead many Americans to bet-
ter quality of life.

Thankfully, I believe those days are
over. Efforts like Mike Rowe’s “Go
Build Alabama’ campaign has been
tremendously successful in raising
awareness and dispelling myths about
the jobs that exist in skilled trades.
This rising generation is showing signs
of being more entrepreneurial, with a
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