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that, every day, run toward the danger
when we are fleeing the danger, to pro-
tect us, our families, and our property;
two brave Capitol Hill police officers
who helped stop an active assassin last
week, Crystal Griner and David Bailey,
wounded in the act of fulfilling their
role; two congressional staffers, Matt
Mika and Zack Barth, injured on that
baseball field, just participating in
America’s pastime, the game of base-
ball, a charity game to raise money for
inner city children.

It is tough. It is tough on Members of
Congress. It is tough on our families
and our staffs who are all questioning
their security.

I just ask America to take a deep
breath before you utter a word or write
a Facebook post or send an email,
make a phone call. Remember, Scrip-
ture says to take the log out of your
own eye before you try to take the
fleck out of someone else’s, words that
we should remember.

THE LONGEST DAY

Mr. DUNCAN of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the reason I came down to the
well today is today is June 21. It is the
summer solstice, the first day of sum-
mer. It is the longest day of the year,
from sunup to sundown. And the Alz-
heimer’s Association has picked today,
the longest day of the year, to recog-
nize and raise awareness toward and
for Alzheimer’s and Brain Awareness
Month, the month of June.

I am wearing a purple tie today, and
many are wearing purple in support of
those impacted by Alzheimer’s disease;
more than five million people cur-
rently living with Alzheimer’s disease
in America, and it is the sixth leading
cause of death in the U.S. These num-
bers are remarkable.

We passed recently, in the last Con-
gress, the 21st Century Cures Act. It is
now a law, and I pray that it will serve
as a jump start on moving medical re-
search and development closer to find-
ing a cure for such a mysterious dis-
ease.

You know, this is a deeply personal
issue with me. April of 2015, I lost my
father to Alzheimer’s. And as my fam-
ily was going through struggling with
my father’s Alzheimer’s and dementia,
we found out that, in many cases, it is
the caregivers who pass before the Alz-
heimer’s patient because of the toll
that Alzheimer’s takes on the care-
giver, hence, the name ‘‘the longest
day.” For many of those caregivers,
dealing with an Alzheimer’s loved one
is a long day, a lot of repetition, a lot
of forgetfulness. We see our Alz-
heimer’s loved ones doing things, say-
ing things that they never would have
done or said in their right mind.

Alzheimer’s is something that needs
to be on our minds today, the longest
day. The Alzheimer’s Association needs
to be supported. Alzheimer’s research
needs to be supported by Congress, by
government at all levels so we can find
a cure for this and end Alzheimer’s.

Today, the longest day, I ask Amer-
ica to join me in thinking about those
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Alzheimer’s patients, those families
and caregivers, the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation, and let’s end Alzheimer’s. We
can do that. We can do that, America.
The longest day.

———
[ 1030

EXPAND MENTAL HEALTH SERV-
ICES FOR THOSE EXPERIENCING
EMOTIONAL TRAUMA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. MURPHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, last week’s shooting in Alex-
andria left our friend and colleague Mr.
STEVE SCALISE badly wounded. Two
brave U.S. Capitol Police officers and a
young congressional staffer were also
injured. We continue to pray for their
quick and their full recovery.

I know that other Members, other
staff members, their friends, their fam-
ilies have been affected by this, too.
Too often, after a shooting or some
other traumatic event, we focus on
those injuries that are physical, the
ones we can see, while forgetting about
those injuries we can’t see.

I continue to practice psychology in
the Navy at Walter Reed Hospital in
Bethesda, where I work with veterans
who suffer from post-traumatic stress
disorder, or PTSD, and traumatic brain
injury. These veterans come back from
witnessing traumatic events while in
combat, and some have come close to
committing suicide. These brave men
and women fight every day against the
horrific images that replay in their
minds. The wound is invisible; the
damage is often long term. They can
and do recover with help.

Since last week, I have thought
about other groups who witness trauma
in their homes and in their neighbor-
hoods. These are the forgotten ones:
young kids in Chicago who have be-
come desensitized to the sound of a
gunshot or the sounds of police sirens
throughout the night, victims of sexual
assault on college campuses and else-
where, children who witness domestic
abuse, and youth in foster care.

Most youth in foster care have trau-
matic family histories and life experi-
ences, including their removal from
the birth family, resulting in an in-
creased risk for mental health dis-
orders. A recent study published in Pe-
diatrics found that children placed in
foster care were three to five times
more likely to suffer from mental
health problems such as depression and
attention deficit disorder than children
who were never in foster care.

Another study revealed that PTSD
was diagnosed 60 percent of the time in
sexually abused children and 42 percent
of the time in physically abused chil-
dren. A staggering 18 percent of foster
children have never been the primary
victim of abuse, yet they still suffer
from PTSD probably because they wit-
nessed domestic or community vio-
lence.
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The American Academy of Pediatrics
Healthy Foster Care America initiative
identifies mental and behavioral health
as the ‘‘greatest unmet health need for
children and teens in foster care.” And
since most of these kids are not receiv-
ing mental health treatment, their
problems carry on into adulthood.

Adults who formerly were placed in
foster care, known as foster care alum-
ni, have disproportionately high rates
of emotional and behavioral disorders;
21.5 percent of foster care alumni suffer
from PTSD compared to just 4.5 per-
cent of the general population.

Each year more than 20,000 young
people age out of foster care without
being ready to live independently. Dis-
charged from care without social sup-
port or assistance, these youth are at
higher risk for drug use and mental ill-
ness, depression, anxiety and post-trau-
matic stress, and others. Too often
they experience higher rates of unem-
ployment, homelessness, and depend-
ence on public assistance programs.

A lack of a comprehensive mental
health screening of all children enter-
ing out-of-home care and the need for
more thorough identification of youth
with emotional and behavioral dis-
orders contribute to these dismal sta-
tistics. As well, insufficient youth ac-
cess to high-quality mental health
services highlights our Nation’s short-
age of providers, in that half the coun-
ties in America have no psychologists,
no psychiatrists, no clinical social
workers, or workers who are licensed
as substance abuse providers.

Given the evidence from studies indi-
cating that children in care have sig-
nificant developmental, behavioral,
and emotional problems, quality serv-
ices for these children are an essential
societal investment.

Mr. Speaker, I am proud that the
House yesterday took up legislation to
address this important issue. H.R. 2847,
the Improving Services for Older Youth
in Foster Care Act, expands and im-
proves the John H. Chafee Independ-
ence Program, which helps current and
former foster care youth achieve self-
sufficiency. Specifically, the bill will
widen the age range of foster youth
who can receive assistance under the
program.

I am proud to support this bill and
will continue to shed light on those
who suffer from trauma, who, as a con-
sequence, suffer from either PTSD, de-
pression, or other emotional sequelae.
These bills we voted on will continue
to give our foster children both help
and hope.

——————

PROMOTING TECHNICAL
EDUCATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Kansas (Mr. MARSHALL) for 5 minutes.

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend, while meeting with Kansas
farmers during wheat harvest, I visited
with a family where one spouse farmed
full time and the other worked from
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home, an increasingly common ar-
rangement, especially in the tough
farm economy we have today. But at
the moment, a reliable broadband con-
nection is out of their reach.

To keep and grow these jobs in our
rural areas, we must make smart infra-
structure investments that connect our
rural residents: investments that don’t
duplicate what private enterprise has
done, and investments that will carry
far into the future.

For most businesses, including agri-
business, broadband services allow
companies to access the global elec-
tronic marketplace. For consumers,
broadband allows people to connect via
social media, to download apps and
stream videos, and to manage every-
thing from a bank account to a college
application. Beyond just access to re-
sources, building out broadband in
rural areas increases the quality of life
for most citizens and promotes job cre-
ation and economic development.

As you think about infrastructure
and technology, Mr. Speaker, and as
the Small Business Subcommittee on
Agriculture, Energy and Trade hears
testimony on the topic this week, I en-
courage my colleagues to keep in mind
the value of our small rural telecom
providers that connect rural Americans
with the rest of the world and make
every effort to connect rural con-
sumers and businesses with a wide
array of services.

Mr. Speaker, the House will take up
the Strengthening Career and Tech-
nical Education for the 21st Century
Act. Education supported by career and
technical education programs are vital
to addressing gaps in workers’ skills
and employee needs. Employers across
the Nation and in my district in Kan-
sas continue to stress the need for well-
trained workers, often citing the lack
of workers as a key constraint for their
own growth.

Luckily, there are great educational
programs in my district. I am so proud
that many community colleges and
technical colleges offer 2-year degrees
in technical education that lead to
high-paying, steady jobs across Kansas.

About 30 FFA students recently vis-
ited me on Capitol Hill. They talked
about their desire to enter a wide array
of careers and trades. Their pride in
the work they are pursuing is con-
tagious. H.R. 2353 seeks to align CTE
programs and in-demand industries,
while allowing local programs more
flexibility to address the needs of local
labor markets.

The bill further highlights the impor-
tance of employability skills to stu-
dent access. Career and technical edu-
cation is foundationally important to
economic growth and innovation.
These are the jobs that sustain our
economy. We must always keep this
curriculum at the top of our minds as
we look to preparing our students for
success and our economy for stability.

I look forward to voting in favor of
H.R. 2353 and ask my colleagues to do
the same.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
PENNSBURY HIGH SCHOOL BASE-
BALL TEAM ON WINNING STATE
TITLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to congratulate the
Pennsbury High School baseball team
on winning their first State title on
June 16, 2017.

After withstanding a rain delay of
nearly 3% hours, the Pennsbury Fal-
cons triumphed over District 3
Dallastown in the PIAA Class 6A final
at Penn State University. Thanks to
Nick Price’s single in the bottom of the
seventh, the Falcons avoided extra in-
nings and emerged on top, winning the
game 1-0.

Pennsbury ended the season on 13
straight wins. Their pitching staff gave
up one run in the playoffs, and zero
runs in the last 30 innings. Billy Bethel
was 4-0 with 0 earned runs in 27 innings
in the district and State playoffs.

Mr. Speaker, it was Michael Jordan
who said: ‘“‘Talent wins games, but
teamwork and intelligence win cham-
pionships.”” The Pennsbury Falcons are
something special, led by 13 seniors and
Head Coach Joe Pesci. They should be
extremely proud—not only for their ac-
complishments on the field, but also
the pride that they brought to their
families, to their school, and to the en-
tire Eighth Congressional District.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD the individual
names of the PIAA 6A Championship
Pennsbury High School Falcon baseball
team.

R.J. Huth, Jake Martell, Christian
Buchler, Gary Minnes, Vaughn Ward, Alan
Wolf, Josh Tesarck, Max Crawn, Bryan Nagy,
Justin Ward, Ryan McCarty, Josh Arruda,
Alec Wilson, Nick Price, Tommy Erickson,
Shane Ostrowsky, Nate Derry, Ben Spadea,
Justin Massielo, Kyle Dear, Dave Murphy,
Billy Bethel, Tyrone Hodges Jr, Alex Ritter.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
these young men have shown us what
success can look like on the baseball
field, and I am confident that they will
succeed in all of their future endeavors,
continuing to make all of us in Bucks
County proud.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF WILLIAM
CHAD MULDER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, today
I rise to pay tribute to a friend and an
American hero.

Chief Special Warfare Operator Wil-
liam Chad Mulder was a Navy SEAL
and a highly decorated combat veteran
receiving, among other honors, three
Bronze Stars with Valor. He was a
brother; he was a husband; he was a fa-
ther; and he was a friend. William Chad
Mulder, or ““Bill,” as his friends knew
him, concluded his mission here on this
Earth June 9, 2017.
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If anybody was ever born for battle,
it was Bill Mulder. He seemed to come
hardwired with a soldier’s spirit. All
who knew him felt safer on account of
his service to our country. Bill was the
ultimate warrior.

Those of us who grew up with Bill in
my hometown of Plainview, Texas, also
knew him as the epitome of a Plain-
view Bulldog. He was tenderhearted,
but he was tough. He was as caring as
he was courageous, and he was as fun-
loving as he was fearless.

To his wife, Sydney: Thank you for
loving Bill so well.

To his children: His tender heart and
his warrior spirit will live on through
each of you.

We are praying for all of you, and on
behalf of Plainview High School, the
class of 1989, and all of us who were for-
tunate enough to call Bill our friend,
we are proud of you, Bill. You served
with distinction and honor.

Thank you for dedicating your life to
keeping us safe. We will miss you,
buddy.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 41
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
O 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SHIMKUS) at noon.

———

PRAYER

Rabbi Hershel Lutch, MEOR Founda-
tion, Baltimore, Maryland, offered the
following prayer:

Almighty God, we pray this day for
wisdom, humility, courage, and Your
beneficence.

We pray that You endow the distin-
guished Members of this House with
the wisdom to develop legislation that
advances the noble aims of our Nation
and the honorable needs of her citizens.

Lord, we pray that You grant us hu-
mility to know that we are Your sub-
jects and it is Your children for whom
we toil.

We pray for steadfast courage to
champion justice with fortitude and to
battle tyranny with vigor.

O Lord, we pray this day that Your
blessings of safety, success, and seren-
ity rest on each Member, staff, and se-
curity officer of this House, and we
pray that we might make continued
room for Your presence in our hearts
and in the soul of our great Nation.

Gracious God, we thank You today
and every day for the profound gift
that these United States represent in
our lives. Both for those here at home
and for people around the world, Amer-
ica stands as a beacon of hope and lead-
ership in times of challenge and con-
flict.
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