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the sixth-leading cause of death in the 
United States, and more than 5 million 
Americans are currently living with it. 
Every 66 seconds, someone in the 
United States cultivates the disease. 

This disease is not only deadly, but it 
is also costly. Alzheimer’s, as well as 
other forms of dementia, cost the Na-
tion roughly $259 billion annually. 

Our communities are stepping up. 
Last year, I joined the Walk 2 End Alz-
heimer’s event at Target Field, where 
more than 12,000 people turned out for 
the cause. It is this passion that has 
led to initiatives like the Alzheimer’s 
Breakthrough Act, of which I am a co-
sponsor. This is an important step in 
finding a cure through the forming of 
public-private partnerships to pursue 
different and new research opportuni-
ties. 

Mr. Speaker, we are at a reflection 
point—an important reflection point 
for Alzheimer’s research. The more 
commitment we put forward, the more 
progress that we will make in finding a 
cure. While we have made significant 
progress, we will not be satisfied until 
a cure has been found. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE ST. PETE 
PRIDE PARADE 

(Mr. CRIST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CRIST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the St. Pete Pride Parade 
for the significance to Pinellas County, 
Florida, and our LGBTQ community. 

Every June, for the past 15 years, the 
St. Pete Pride Parade has brightened 
the streets of my hometown, leaving 
joy, love, and equality in its wake. It 
has become one of the largest pride 
celebrations in the country, hosting 
over 200,000 attendees last year alone; 
all possible, thanks to our large, di-
verse LGBTQ community and city 
leadership that understands this com-
munity as a source of our strength. 

As we mark 1 year since the 49 souls 
were taken from us at the Pulse Night-
club in Orlando, this pride is much 
more than a celebration. It is a vibrant 
act of strength for a community that 
has endured persecution simply for 
being who they are and who they love. 

As St. Pete looks forward to the cele-
bration this weekend, I wish the com-
munity happy pride. Be loud and be 
proud because we are proud of you. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE PROFESSIONAL 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF PAUL 
LYSKAVA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the professional accomplishments of 
Paul Lyskava, who has served dili-
gently as the executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Forest Products Associa-
tion since 2002. 

Paul has been instrumental in work-
ing closely with members of the forest 
products industry. Even through a re-
cession, Paul worked to put the Com-
monwealth in a good position. Today, 
Pennsylvania is the leading hardwood 
lumber producing State in the Nation. 

In 2015, Paul was the recipient of the 
Joseph T. Rothrock Conservationist of 
the Year Award, which recognizes ac-
tions and service that contribute to the 
continued conservation of Pennsylva-
nia’s forest resources in the spirit of 
Pennsylvania Forestry Association 
founder, Joseph T. Rothrock. 

Never before has the award been pre-
sented to an individual that served in a 
capacity at all similar to Paul’s. For 
the 4 years before he took the helm at 
the Pennsylvania Forest Products As-
sociation, Paul served as the executive 
director of the Pennsylvania Hard-
woods Development Council. 

On behalf of the people of Pennsyl-
vania, I want to recognize Paul for all 
he has done for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

We are deeply grateful for your dedi-
cation and knowledge, Paul. Thank 
you, my friend. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. TED LIEU of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in recognition of World 
Refugee Day. 

We are facing the worst refugee crisis 
in history, with over 65 million refu-
gees; half of them are children. 

When I served on Active Duty in the 
U.S. Air Force, I participated in Oper-
ation Pacific Haven. The U.S. military 
went into northern Iraq. We extracted 
thousands of Kurdish refugees, brought 
them to Andersen Air Force Base in 
Guam, and then sent most of them to 
the United States. We saved their lives, 
and, to this day, the Kurds remain one 
of America’s strongest allies. 

Helping refugees is not only the 
moral thing to do; it helps our national 
security. That is why I am honored to 
introduce bipartisan legislation with 
Representative ROS-LEHTINEN to pro-
mote the health, safety, and well-being 
of refugees. 

f 

LITTLE KIM THE TERRORIST 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
North Korea released Otto Warmbier 
last week after 17 months of imprison-
ment and torture. Otto returned home 
in a coma, never again to speak or see 
his parents. Yesterday, he died—mur-
dered, actually—from brain damage be-
cause of the Korean beatings that he 
endured. 

North Korea had humiliated Otto for 
allegedly stealing a pro-government 
placard, forcing him to publicly beg for 

forgiveness. Now, these are the tactics 
of terrorists. 

We need to ramp up the pressure on 
North Korea. Three other Americans 
are still being held in North Korea for 
apparent political reasons. We must 
prioritize saving their lives. 

It is time to call it like it is: des-
ignate North Korea as a state sponsor 
of terrorism. Doing so would isolate 
the country and publicly categorize 
North Korea with many other rogue 
nations. 

The House has already passed my bill 
to designate North Korea as a state 
sponsor of terrorism. Now the Senate 
needs to do the same. 

Little Kim has American blood on his 
hands. Give him and his outlaw regime 
the designation it deserves, a terrorist 
state. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

TRUMPCARE IS FUNDAMENTALLY 
FLAWED 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, when 
President Trump calls your healthcare 
legislation mean and coldhearted, you 
know that it is time to reconsider your 
approach to the Nation’s healthcare 
system. The President was referring, of 
course, to the House-passed TrumpCare 
legislation, which pulls the rug from 
under millions of Americans, raising 
their costs, gutting their protections, 
and, for many, taking away their cov-
erage. 

And while we do not know the extent 
of the damage the Senate Republicans’ 
secret health bill would cause, we do 
know its consequences would be disas-
trous. We do know, for instance, that 
the Senate Republicans plan to gut es-
sential health benefits and destroy the 
Medicaid expansion. 

TrumpCare is fundamentally flawed. 
Higher costs, less coverage, fewer pro-
tections, that is the gift from the Re-
publican Party to the American people. 
The bill would also destroy millions of 
jobs—nearly 14,000 jobs in my State of 
New Jersey next year alone. 

TrumpCare is an ugly bill being ad-
vanced through an ugly process. Senate 
Republicans can hide the details from 
their bill, but they cannot hide that 
simple fact from the American people. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor World Refugee Day, a 
day that is very special to the famous 
city of Utica, New York, in the heart of 
the 22nd Congressional District, a place 
that I have represented and lived my 
entire life. 

Utica was recognized recently as the 
home to refugees, and I am so honored 
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to be a part of this great tradition in 
Utica. 

In quite an unusual portion of my 
background, I had the opportunity to 
spend time in the former Yugoslavia. I 
also was the sole employee at the 
former Yugoslav Consulate before the 
tragic war in Yugoslavia, which broke 
the country up in the early nineties. 

As a part of my commitment to and 
interest in the people from Yugoslavia, 
I was instrumental in helping bring a 
huge number of Bosnian refugees to 
Utica, New York, back in the early 
nineties and into the late nineties. And 
I am so pleased that I was able to have 
the opportunity, with my family busi-
ness, to create the very first Bosnian 
newspaper in Utica, known as Mostovi, 
which means bridges in Bosnian. 

Today, the Bosnian refugees make up 
one of the largest, if not the largest, 
Bosnian refugee communities in the 
Nation. They have done a wonderful 
job in Utica in successfully starting 
businesses and contributing greatly to 
our community, along with many other 
refugees. 

I just wanted to take this moment to 
recognize Utica and to thank our tre-
mendous Bosnian refugees for their 
contributions to our Nation and espe-
cially to our community because with-
out them, we would never see the pros-
perity and the growth that we have 
seen in our small-business community 
from their ingenuity and their kind-
ness and their generosity to us. 

f 

b 1930 

SUPPORT OUR REFUGEES 
(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 

was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, the United States has been a leader 
welcoming refugees for decades. Refu-
gees seek our shores to escape war, po-
litical and religious persecution, and 
sometimes fear of imminent death. 
People flee danger seeking refuge and 
safety. As Americans, we should be the 
last to perpetuate an environment that 
causes refugees to live in a state of fear 
and terror right here in America. 

I represent the residents of 
Clarkston, Georgia. As a refugee reset-
tlement hub, Clarkston is often re-
ferred to as the most diverse square 
mile in America. Clarkston’s refugees 
have established themselves as tax-
payers; they have started thriving 
businesses; and 91 percent obtain jobs 
and become completely self-sufficient 
within 6 months of arriving in the U.S. 

The great diversity and cultural rich-
ness that they bring to our commu-
nities has made the Fourth District a 
better place to live, work, and play. 
Today we show our support for refu-
gees. Today we should all stand to send 
a message that we will continue our 
work to support refugees as they con-
tinue to boost local economies and con-
tribute to our communities with their 
unique and enriching cultures. 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, right now 
we are facing one of the greatest hu-
manitarian crises of our time. The 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees has reported that over 65 mil-
lion people are currently displaced due 
to war, famine, persecution, or human 
rights violations. That is why, on 
World Refugee Day, we must resist the 
urge to close our doors when the 
world’s most vulnerable need our sup-
port. 

As a cornerstone of American global 
humanitarian leadership for nearly 
four decades, the United States’ ref-
ugee program has resettled more than 3 
million refugees. I was honored to wel-
come one of these refugees as my guest 
for President Trump’s joint session to 
Congress earlier this year. 

Bothina Matar and her family were 
forced out of their home in Syria, and 
after spending months in a Jordanian 
camp, were resettled in Dallas, Texas. 
Following a rigorous vetting process, 
the al Sharaa family successfully re-
settled, and they are rebuilding their 
lives while contributing greatly to our 
country and economy, just like refu-
gees before them. 

Our country is a welcoming place 
where we can both protect the Amer-
ican people and extend our hand to peo-
ple who need it. Let us not forget that 
fact, Mr. Speaker. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, on World Refugee Day, to share 
some facts on the United States Ref-
ugee Resettlement Program. 

America’s Refugee Resettlement Pro-
gram is a small but powerful humani-
tarian expression of American values 
and founding principles. And just as 
important, it makes us safer. 

Refugees go through vetting that is 
already extreme. If there is any doubt 
about a refugee’s identity, he or she is 
not admitted. The process is so rig-
orous, there hasn’t been a single fatal 
terrorist attack carried out by a ref-
ugee in the United States since the 
Refugee Act became law in 1980. 

Americans across our great country 
support resettlement. America’s faith 
communities are leading the call for 
America to stand by her principles and 
shelter the fleeing victims of our en-
emies, including the Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of Albany in my own 
20th District of New York. That is be-
cause it speaks directly to American 
values of strength, inclusiveness, and 
compassion. 

New Yorkers have played a vital role 
in the resettlement program, and refu-
gees are positively contributing to 

communities across New York State 
and beyond. The United States Com-
mittee for Refugees and Immigrants’ 
Albany field office has helped resettle 
refugees from Afghanistan, from 
Burma, Iraq, Ukraine, and the Congo, 
just to name a few. Some of these refu-
gees are single mothers seeking a bet-
ter life for themselves and their chil-
dren; others are families fleeing war 
and persecution. 

We have the strength, the means, and 
the capacity to welcome these refugees 
with open arms. Let us stand with 
these huddled masses and remain a 
beacon of freedom around the world. 

f 

ELIMINATE NEW YORK STATE 
MEDICAID MANDATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FASO) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker and my col-

leagues, I rise this evening with my 
colleagues from upstate New York to 
discuss a matter that is extraor-
dinarily important to all of the people 
throughout New York State, but par-
ticularly to those who reside in New 
York State outside of New York City. 

New York State is one of the few 
States in America that requires a por-
tion of its share of Medicaid costs, 
which is healthcare for the poor and 
the elderly, its share of Medicaid costs 
to be paid by local property taxpayers. 
It has now been 51 years that New York 
State, since the days of Governor Nel-
son Rockefeller, that New York State 
imposed this incredibly onerous burden 
on the local property taxpayers in our 
State. 

In fact, in the entire United States of 
America, there is approximately $9.5 
billion being spent by local govern-
ments on Medicaid costs which, in vir-
tually every other State, are paid for 
by the State government—$9.5 billion. 
But in New York State, our taxpayers 
pay $7.2 billion of that $9.5 billion in 
Medicaid costs mandated by New York 
State, mandated by Albany. 

This is an outrageous burden. The 
county property taxpayers—those are 
homeowners and commercial property 
taxpayers in our State—pay over $2.2 
billion each year in property taxes, in 
mandated costs, over which the county 
governments have no control whatso-
ever. 

So tonight, Mr. Speaker, I rise, and I 
am pleased to have organized this Spe-
cial Order with my colleagues from 
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