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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 
The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the 

order of the House of January 3, 2017, 
the Chair will now recognize Members 
from lists submitted by the majority 
and minority leaders for morning-hour 
debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties. All time shall be 
equally allocated between the parties, 
and in no event shall debate continue 
beyond 1:50 p.m. Each Member, other 
than the majority and minority leaders 
and the minority whip, shall be limited 
to 5 minutes. 

f 

CLOSING THE SKILLS GAP 
The SPEAKER. The Chair recognizes 

the gentlewoman from North Carolina 
(Ms. FOXX) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it is good 
news that the jobless rate has dropped 
to 4.3 percent, the lowest level in more 
than a decade. However, we still face 
tough challenges in building an econ-
omy that supplies employers with the 
talent needed to be competitive and in 
educating workers with the skills need-
ed for success in today’s economy. 

Because our economy increasingly 
requires a more skilled workforce, the 
next generation of workers needs edu-
cation beyond the traditional high 
school degree to find good-paying jobs 
that enable them to move up the career 
ladder and firmly into the middle class. 

To solve these challenges, we need a 
strong demand-driven workforce devel-
opment system that aligns education 
with the needs of employers. That is 
why the Committee on Education and 
the Workforce, which I am proud to 
chair, recently advanced, with unani-
mous support, legislation that will 
strengthen skills-focused education 
and help equip more students with the 
skills they need to achieve success. 

However, the real solutions lie out-
side of Washington. That is why I am 
pleased the private sector is leading 
the way so that workers in industries 
have the skills to compete and prosper 
in the global economy. 

I want to commend companies like 
JPMorgan Chase, Toyota, IBM, Boeing, 
and so many others for their commit-
ment to creating public-private part-
nerships aimed at closing our skills gap 
and helping America’s employers and 
workers succeed. 

Recently, I had the opportunity to 
join a roundtable discussion with work-
force development experts from a wide 
array of nonprofits, educational insti-
tutions, and workforce development 
leaders. They are working with em-
ployers to build sustainable and robust 
pipelines of talent to fill growing needs 
in critical sectors, such as healthcare 
and technology. 

Communities across the country are 
looking to power their businesses with 
talent from their local communities, 
and they are doing this by developing 
partnerships that focus on employer 
engagement strategies, creating or ex-
panding career pathways, reducing bar-
riers to employment, and more effec-
tively connecting students and grad-
uates to jobs. 

Helping people gain the skills they 
need to compete in the workforce is 
also a powerful approach to expanding 
access to opportunity and promoting 
economic mobility, because even as the 
economy improves, there are still vul-
nerable people at risk of being left be-
hind. 

Without the right skills and mean-
ingful postsecondary credentials, these 
young people face entering the work-
force without very bright prospects or, 
worse, unemployed and out of school. 

We also need to create more opportu-
nities for workers to obtain good-pay-
ing jobs that require more than a high 
school diploma but less than a college 
degree. This can help reduce unemploy-

ment by aligning education programs 
with the skills employers need. 

As an example, JPMorgan Chase’s 
New Skills for Youth initiative is help-
ing expand high-quality education pro-
grams that begin in high school and 
end with postsecondary credentials and 
lead to long-term careers. Young peo-
ple can gain the skills needed to enter 
high-paying occupations in growing 
fields, such as robotics, medical 
science, and coding, to build a prom-
ising future. 

Failing to prepare young people with 
the right skills and education for these 
jobs is a missed opportunity for them 
personally, for our country, and our 
economy. 

By working together on educational 
initiatives like New Skills for Youth, 
employers, nonprofits, and educational 
institutions can drive economic 
growth, promote greater mobility in 
communities throughout the country, 
and help more Americans achieve a 
lifetime of success. 

f 

HONORING FALLEN SAILORS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HILL). The Chair recognizes the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 
5 minutes. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, firstly, I 
could not take this microphone on this 
occasion and not remember Congress-
man SCALISE, his injuries, and wish 
him and his family well, and the other 
victims of the cowardly and horrific as-
sault on our colleagues and on our gov-
ernment last week in Virginia, but I 
came here specifically to honor seven 
Americans who died on the USS Fitz-
gerald. 

Seven United States naval soldiers 
died when the Fitzgerald collided with a 
Japanese freighter. And there was a 
story this morning in The New York 
Times, another on the Daily Beast, and 
I am sure there are others, that caught 
my attention. 
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The New York Times story showed 

the divergent backgrounds of these 
seven sailors. They are all Americans, 
but one has roots in Okinawa, an-
other’s roots were in the Philippines, 
another Vietnam, another Guatemala, 
then there was an Ohioan and a Vir-
ginian and a sailor named Martin from 
Maryland. 

They are representative of our 
United States Navy, from different 
backgrounds, given an opportunity to 
serve our country, some because they 
are helping their families, some to gain 
citizenship, but all to serve our Nation, 
and all seven of these gentlemen lost 
their lives. 

I had the honor of going on a naval 
sub about 10 days ago, the Providence, 
and I saw the camaraderie on that ship. 
There were no Caucasian sailors or Af-
rican-American sailors or Asian-Amer-
ican or Latin-American; there weren’t 
gay or straight sailors. They were 
United States sailors, United States 
Navy personnel. And they come to-
gether in a camaraderie to serve our 
country and to serve each other as 
shipmates in a way that is gratifying 
to witness and is special for our Na-
tion. 

Now, I want to mention who these 
sailors were, because they need to be 
memorialized here. Xavier Martin was 
from Maryland; Shingo Douglass was 
from Okinawa and San Diego, Cali-
fornia; Dakota Rigsby, Palmyra, Vir-
ginia; Carlos Sibayan from Chula 
Vista, California, but the Philippines 
was the spot of origin, and his grand-
father, who is a Filipino, also served in 
our United States Navy; Ngoc Truong 
Huynh, Vietnam, Oakville, Con-
necticut; Noe Hernandez was from 
Texas by way of Guatemala; and fi-
nally, Gary Rehm, Jr., from Ohio. 

The Daily Beast told me something 
about Gary Rehm, Jr., that I wouldn’t 
have garnered from The New York 
Times story that was so wonderful as it 
described the backgrounds and really 
the rainbow that these seven men made 
of America. 

Gary Rehm was due to finish his 
service in 3 months, and he considered 
everybody on that ship, all the sailors, 
his kids. He had no children of his own, 
but the sailors were his kids. He res-
cued up to 20 sailors to see to it after 
the crash that they survived and then 
went to try to rescue six others, and it 
is at that point that Gary Rehm lost 
his life. He lost his life serving his ship-
mates, as he called them, his kids, his 
fellow sailors. 

They were shipmates and sailors and 
United States naval personnel. They 
weren’t Filipinos or Vietnamese or any 
other description. Gary Rehm, Jr., was 
a hero trying to save others. The other 
six were heroes, too, serving our coun-
try, and they lost their lives. 

It was a great experience to be on the 
Providence, and it is a great honor to 
represent Millington Naval Air Base, 
which serves our country for personnel 
and recruitment purposes. 

I am honored to be in this Congress, 
but more honored to represent people 

in the United States Naval Academy. I 
thank those seven for their valiant ef-
forts and for giving their lives in serv-
ice to their country. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 9 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MITCHELL) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

God, Father of us all, we give You 
thanks for giving us another day. 

Please send Your spirit upon this as-
sembly, that the men and women who 
serve the United States in contentious 
times such as these might better work 
together for the benefit of our Nation. 
This is not easy, so bless them with 
Your wisdom and give them the pa-
tience and understanding to rise to the 
demands of their calling. 

So also we ask Your blessing upon 
our world, where so many live and un-
fortunately die in nations and regions 
cursed by violence and division. Lord, 
have mercy. 

Lord, be with us this day and all 
days, and may all that is done be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEI-
DER) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WORLD REFUGEE DAY 

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on World Refugee Day to share 

the remarkable story of one of my 
younger constituents, 8-year-old Raul 
Ortiz. 

Raul was born amidst the gang-driv-
en violence in Honduras. When he was 
5, Raul was kidnapped and held for ran-
som by a crime cartel. Following his 
release, he and his mother later fled to 
the safety and the security offered by 
the United States. 

Raul and his mom rightly worried for 
their security if they were forced to re-
turn to Honduras, and are seeking asy-
lum in our country. 

Raul is visiting Washington today to 
share a letter he wrote to President 
Trump to remember and protect ref-
ugee children like himself. 

Writing of what the United States 
means to him, Raul writes: ‘‘Here we 
are safe, and we have hope to see an-
other tomorrow.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, we are a country that 
was founded and built by immigrants 
and refugees, many fleeing oppression 
and violence. 

Raul’s story is our story. We cannot 
allow the door of opportunity and safe-
ty to close on the next generation of 
Americans like Raul seeking refuge 
here. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 19, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
June 19, 2017, at 1:49 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 782. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1506 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Ms. CHENEY) at 3 o’clock and 
6 minutes p.m. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
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