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Mr. Speaker, we pray for STEVE’s full 

recovery as he fights for his life at a 
hospital near here in our Nation’s Cap-
ital. We pray for STEVE’s family, for 
their strength, and for their comfort 
during this most difficult time. 

Today, Mr. Speaker, we all join to-
gether in a spirit of family and love, to 
send our love to STEVE. Jennifer, Har-
rison, Madison, you are in our prayers. 

STEVE, get well soon. Happy Father’s 
Day. In spite of it all, Happy Father’s 
Day. 

f 

THANKING THE KELLETT FAMILY 
FOR THEIR SERVICE TO OUR 
COUNTRY 

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, in light of 
yesterday’s tragedy, I think it is im-
portant to remember those who keep 
our communities safe, including our 
military, law enforcement, and first re-
sponders. In addition to those groups, I 
believe educators are also heroes. 

Today, I want to highlight a family 
from my hometown of Papillion, Ne-
braska, the Kelletts, whose story rep-
resents what it means to be heroes and 
servants of our Nation. 

Bill Kellett recently retired as the di-
rector of the Papillion-La Vista South 
High School band, and was a music ed-
ucator for 33 years. His students were 
featured in two Presidential inaugural 
parades and marched in the 2000 mil-
lennium celebration in London. 

His wife, Andrea, is also a longtime 
educator who taught history and di-
rected the Titan guard and legion 
units. 

Three of their sons currently serve as 
airmen, and a fourth one is also a 
teacher in our community. 

Last December, Captain Kyle Kellett, 
one of their sons, was recognized with 
the Lieutenant General William H. 
Tunner Award as the commander of the 
most outstanding airlift crew in the 
United States Air Force. As civil war 
was raging in Yemen, then-Secretary 
of Defense Ash Carter ordered all U.S. 
personnel out of the country, and that 
is when Captain Kellett and his crew 
put their lives on the line to protect 
their fellow Americans. 

Their no-fail mission was flown at 
night, over the war-torn country, in 
bad weather, and with little time for 
planning. Captain Kellett and his crew 
quickly evacuated 70 Americans only 
hours before militants overran their lo-
cation. His leadership and crew were 
nothing short of heroic. 

This is a proud all-American family. 
I want to thank the Kellett family for 
their service to our country. 

f 

NEVADA WON’T BACK DOWN 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, today, En-
ergy and Commerce’s Environment 

Subcommittee advanced a bill that 
would ram Yucca Mountain down the 
throats of Nevadans. Among its many 
faults, the bill usurps the State’s water 
rights. Now, this is unethical, it is cer-
tainly intellectually dishonest, and it 
is probably unconstitutional. 

Republican lawmakers have long 
touted states’ rights as a basic tenet of 
our democracy. What they must really 
mean is states’ rights apply to their 
States but not to Nevada. 

They also took great pride in oppos-
ing the waters of the U.S. regulations, 
saying it was Federal overreach and 
outrageous power grab. Well, so much 
for principle. Now it is a different 
story. 

Taking a state’s water rights sets a 
dangerous precedent. If they can do it 
to Nevada, they can do it to you. If 
they can take our water, they can take 
your water. 

In the West, we say that water is 
worth fighting for. Whiskey is for 
drinking. Well, we are not giving up 
this fight. 

f 

WELCOMING PENNSYLVANIA FARM 
BUREAU INTERNS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this week, I had the op-
portunity to meet with students in-
terning with the Pennsylvania Farm 
Bureau. 

The Pennsylvania Farm Bureau is 
the Commonwealth’s largest farm or-
ganization, with a volunteer member-
ship of more than 60,000 members. 
Since 1950, it has provided legislative 
support, information, and services to 
Pennsylvania’s farmers and rural fami-
lies. 

The Farm Bureau provides its mem-
bers with representation, both in Wash-
ington and their State Capitol of Har-
risburg concerning legislation and 
rulemaking. Its grassroots structure 
allows county farm bureaus and their 
leaders to develop and implement poli-
cies which are then determined at an 
annual meeting. 

I am always pleased to meet with our 
farm leaders of tomorrow. Through 
this internship, students interested in 
pursuing a career in the agriculture 
sector are afforded a firsthand experi-
ence to further understand farmland 
preservation, commodity pricing, prop-
erty rights, land management, and 
much more. 

Mr. Speaker, agriculture is Penn-
sylvania’s number one industry. As 
vice chairman of the House Agriculture 
Committee and chairman of the Nutri-
tion Subcommittee, it gives me great 
hope for the future to see our youth en-
gaging in policy issues that impact our 
farmers. I look forward to them pur-
suing their own careers in the agri-
culture sector. 

GOD BLESS STEVE SCALISE AND 
ALL THOSE INJURED IN THE 
SHOOTING OF JUNE 14, 2017 

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
say that my thoughts and prayers are 
with our colleague, STEVE SCALISE, and 
the others who were injured as a result 
of the horrific shooting yesterday 
morning. This makes us realize how 
vulnerable we all are and, in serving 
our country, we risk a lot of things 
from time to time. 

The people who were injured, besides 
Congressman SCALISE, the brave first 
responders who probably saved many 
more lives as a result, what can we say, 
other than thank you to the first re-
sponders all over this country who save 
us day in and day out. 

The other young people, the staffer 
and lobbyist, everyone who was injured 
yesterday, my thoughts and prayers 
are with them as well. 

STEVE is a tough guy, and I know he 
is going to heal quickly, and I know he 
is going to get better and have a full 
recovery, so I just wanted to wish him 
a good Father’s Day. Let the small 
pleasures of life come back to him be-
cause he deserves it. 

I want him and his family to know 
that our thoughts are with them dur-
ing this difficult time. We are all in the 
same family together, the congres-
sional family. And it matters not what 
party you belong to, but the fact is we 
are all there to serve our constituents 
and help America. 

So God bless America, God bless 
STEVE SCALISE and all the people who 
were injured. We are not going to stop 
until they are brought back home and 
mending and recovered 100 percent. 

f 

WELCOMING THE DEVIL BRIGADE 
BACK HOME 

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, more 
than 3,000 soldiers with the Army’s 1st 
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 1st In-
fantry Division, are headed home to 
Fort Riley in my district this month 
after a 9-month deployment in South 
Korea. 

Also known as the ‘‘Devil Brigade,’’ 
these soldiers have been stationed in 
South Korea since October of last year. 
During their deployment, these Amer-
ican soldiers have trained closely with 
their South Korean partners, deterring 
North Korean hostility and providing 
security in the Korean Peninsula. This 
service is invaluable. 

These soldiers and families sacrificed 
greatly during their deployment. As 
the Devil Brigade begins to journey 
back home to Fort Riley, may I be the 
first to thank them for their service 
and say ‘‘Welcome Home.’’ 
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CELEBRATING JUNETEENTH 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, as 
we reflect on our colleagues and pray 
for their speedy recovery, let me stop 
for a moment to pay tribute to a very 
special time in certain parts of the 
United States now being celebrated, 
really, across the land. 

As I go home this weekend, we will 
be celebrating, commemorating 
Juneteenth. As President Lincoln gave 
the Emancipation Proclamation in 
1863, my constituency’s ancestors did 
not hear of the freeing of the slaves 
until more than 21⁄2 years later when 
Major Granger landed in Galveston to 
announce that the slaves were free and 
emancipated. 

It is a serious time to honor those 
and the legacies of all of those who 
gave to this country, and we celebrate 
it with excitement and honor and dig-
nity. 

Today, or this weekend, I am excited 
that we will rededicate the Emanci-
pation Park. We will name the street 
Emancipation Street. We are delighted 
that the OST/Almeda TIRZ donated $33 
million, along with foundations, to the 
city of Houston and community dol-
lars. 

We will acknowledge those who 
bought the land, some many, many 
years ago, and this restoration will 
give the opportunity, not only for 
those in the Third Ward, where I am 
privileged to represent, and all of those 
heroes and sheroes, but it will be a 
park that will welcome everyone, from 
not only around the community and 
the city, but it will welcome those 
from across the Nation. 

Today, I introduce a Juneteenth res-
olution honoring Juneteenth with 51- 
plus sponsors. I am proud to acknowl-
edge that, yes, we got the news late, 
but we celebrate freedom and we recog-
nize that America is at her greatest be-
cause we are free, and freedom is cher-
ished. 

To all the fathers across the land, to 
my husband and relatives, and in mem-
ory of my late father, Ezra C. Jackson, 
I honor those who celebrate Father’s 
Day as well on Sunday. Happy Father’s 
Day. 

f 

b 1415 

SUPPORTING STATEHOOD OF 
PUERTO RICO 

(Mr. YOUNG of Alaska asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 
had the privilege last Sunday to be an 
observer in Puerto Rico for the plebi-
scite and watch the people of Puerto 
Rico make the decision that they 
would like to be the 51st State. 

I think it is time for this Congress to 
make the 3,400,000 American citizens 
part of the United States—in full gran-

deur, as every one of us have—and have 
a chance of making sure we can vote 
for everyone to be part of this. 

I think it is time that America 
should stop colonizing. If I am not mis-
taken, this is the last Nation that has 
a colony. The great America of the 
United States has a colony, and I think 
it is time that we change that. Vote in 
Congress to make sure that we have 
the 51st State. 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. I yield to the 
gentleman from Maryland. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
join my friend who has been such a 
great leader in dealing with those who 
have associations with our country but 
are not States. I join with his remarks. 

The Puerto Rican election that was 
held overwhelmingly voted for state-
hood as the option of governance they 
wanted to pursue. It is now, it seems to 
me, the responsibility of the United 
States Congress and the administra-
tion to recognize the overwhelming 
sentiment of the Puerto Rican people, 
expressed in a free and open election. 

f 

SUPPORTING STATEHOOD OF 
PUERTO RICO 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Alaska (Mr. YOUNG) for 
his leadership on this effort, a Rep-
resentative on the most recent State. 

I didn’t want to take all of his time. 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Will the gen-

tleman yield? 
Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 

from Alaska. 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I 

thank my good friend from Maryland, 
STENY HOYER, for the support. It is 
going to take a lot of effort. There is a 
lot of naysayers out there. But, again, 
I believe so strongly that we treat 
every American equally. 

This is a civil rights issue, and they 
have voted 97 percent in favor of state-
hood. As you know, I led this battle 
with your help in 1997. We had a vote, 
and, with your side, I won by one vote. 
Puerto Rico and Alaska didn’t go any-
where, but I ask every American to 
think about it. 

Let’s make this the last colony. Let’s 
make this the 51st State. 

f 

PRAYING FOR VICTIMS OF CON-
GRESSIONAL BASEBALL TRAG-
EDY 

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, 1 Co-
rinthians 12:26 reads: 

If one member suffers, all the members suf-
fer together. 

I stand today to show my support for 
my colleague, Congressman STEVE SCA-

LISE, his wife, and his family. We pray 
for their strength, their courage, and 
their faith as they deal with the un-
thinkable. 

I pray for STEVE’s speedy recovery. 
We know he is a fighter, and we pray 
he will be back soon fighting for the 
people of Louisiana’s First District. 

We offer prayers for Matt and his 
family, who was also injured during the 
shooting. 

I rise today to remember the coura-
geous Capitol Police officers who were 
injured; our heroes. If not for their 
bravery, more people could have been 
wounded and possibly killed. They risk 
their lives to protect us. The U.S. Cap-
itol Police do this every day for us, for 
our staff, and for the public. 

We stand together during this chal-
lenging time. When it happens to one 
of us, it happens to all of us. 

f 

COMMENDING CAPITOL POLICE 
FOR OUTSTANDING BRAVERY 
AND COURAGE 
(Mr. RUTHERFORD asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 
‘‘As a law enforcement officer, my fun-
damental duty is to serve mankind; to 
safeguard lives and property; to protect 
the innocent against deception, the 
weak against oppression or intimida-
tion, and the peaceful against violence 
or disorder. . . .’’ 

Mr. Speaker, that is the first para-
graph of the Law Enforcement Code of 
Ethics that every law enforcement offi-
cer across this country swears to upon 
their becoming a law enforcement offi-
cer and accepting that badge. 

I can tell you, yesterday, during the 
horrible event that took place, Officers 
Bailey and Griner with the Capitol Hill 
Police performed their duties above 
and beyond the expected. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to take this 
opportunity on behalf of law enforce-
ment officers across America to thank 
them for doing their job with such out-
standing bravery and courage. 

I also want to let the Scalise family 
and the Mika family know that they 
are in our prayers. We pray for their 
speedy recovery. 

God bless. 
f 

LOVE NOTE TO MADISON AND 
HARRISON SCALISE AND SPEEDY 
RECOVERY TO ALL 
(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I, too, 
want to join with all of my colleagues 
in recognizing the heroism of David 
Bailey and Crystal Griner, wishing 
them a speedy recovery, and that they 
take time to recover emotionally as 
well. 

I also want to extend a love note to 
the children of STEVE SCALISE. This is 
a love note to Madison and Harrison: 

Father’s Day is on Sunday, and I 
know for both of you it is going to be 
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