June 15, 2017

RAISING AWARENESS FOR
ALOPECIA AREATA

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to bring attention to alope-
cia areata, a common autoimmune dis-
ease affecting almost 7 million Ameri-
cans today. This disease is character-
ized by hair loss in round patches
throughout the body and can affect ev-
eryone regardless of race, gender, or
ethnicity.

Alopecia areata can have a dev-
astating psychological consequence on
patients, especially children whose
confidence and emotional well-being
can be severely impacted by the phys-
ical manifestation of the disease.

Although there is currently no cure
for this disease, we are blessed to have
organizations like the National Alope-
cia Areata Foundation working tire-
lessly to bring hope to those whose
lives have been touched by this condi-
tion.

Through its wonderful staff and vol-
unteers, the NAAF is lending essential
support to research for a cure, which
will happen, and serving as a helping
hand to the families as they deal with
this overwhelming disease.

Mr. Speaker, there is much that we
can do to help patients, and especially
caregivers, so I encourage everyone in
my community in south Florida and
around the Nation to visit naaf.org to
learn more about alopecia areata and
to find out how you can get involved
and help find a cure for this disease.

———

U.S. EMBARGO ON CUBA

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, soon President Trump will
announce plans to reinstitute an al-
most 60-year U.S. embargo on Cuba.
This embargo was lifted by President
Obama in 2014, and today, over 75 per-
cent of Americans support continued
normalized relationships with Cuba.

The new, open relationship with Cuba
has helped grow the U.S. economy, and
the President’s plan to close Cuba will
cost the U.S. economy over $6.5 billion.

Roswell Park Cancer Institute in my
home community of Buffalo, New
York, is today partnered with the Cen-
ter for Immunotherapy in Cuba to
clinically test, in the United States,
CIMAvax, a lung cancer vaccine giving
advanced lung cancer patients new
hope.

The Roswell Park-led clinical trial,
approved by the United States Food
and Drug Administration, was only
possible because of normalized rela-
tionships with Cuba. President Trump
wants to destroy that relationship, and
this Congress needs to stand up to this
President and on behalf of the millions
of Americans who benefit, including
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millions of cancer patients, from open
relationships between the TUnited
States and Cuba.

——————

HONORING LIEUTENANT PATRICK
WEATHERFORD

(Mr. CRAWFORD asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. CRAWFORD. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to honor the life of a police
officer from my district who lost his
life in the line of duty just this week.

Lieutenant Patrick Weatherford was
a 15-year veteran of the Newport police
force in the criminal investigations di-
vision. He graduated from Arkansas
State University-Newport, and Univer-
sity of Arkansas at Little Rock.

Lieutenant Weatherford, 41, was the
husband to Kristen Weatherford and a
loving father to his daughter and
young son.

At 6 p.m. on Monday, June 12, 2017,
Weatherford responded to reports of a
vehicle break-in. In pursuit of the sus-
pect on foot, Lieutenant Weatherford
was shot and taken to a local hospital
where, shortly after, he succumbed to
his wounds.

While I did not know Weatherford
personally, what I do know is that he
was deeply loved by his community of
Newport. The police chief, Michael
Scudder, described Weatherford as a
very good friend and an excellent offi-
cer who wanted to make things better
for Newport. Others remember him as a
mentor and a fair, calming presence on
the force at times when things can get
tense.

Weatherford had graduated from
Newport High School and dedicated his
life to learning how to serve the com-
munity he loved better and better.
Last year, Patrick had graduated from
the FBI Academy in Quantico, Vir-
ginia. That same year, Weatherford
was named the Jackson County Officer
of the Year by Arkansas Attorney Gen-
eral Leslie Rutledge.

Weatherford’s passing should be a re-
minder of what we ask of our police of-
ficers and first responders every day,
yvear in and year out. The work they do
is so often underappreciated, and yet
their dedication and discipline allows
all of us to live in peace and safety.

My thoughts continue to be with
Lieutenant Weatherford’s family, their
police department, and the community
of Newport. What our fellow men and
women risk to protect us every day
should humble us all.

————

ANGER AND HATRED IN
POLITICAL ISSUES TODAY

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Madam
Speaker, this is my 29th year in Con-
gress. I have followed the issues since
my early teens more than 50 years ago.
I have never seen anywhere close to the
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anger and hatred there is on political
issues today.

Yesterday, on the ‘Chris Plante
Show,”” he mentioned a professor, John
Griffin, from the Art Institute of Wash-
ington. Last month, Professor Griffin
posted a link to a Washington Post col-
umn, with the professor commenting
that all Republican Members of the
House ‘‘should be lined up and shot.”
He added, ‘“‘That is not hyperbole.
Blood is on their hands.”

That was in support of a Washington
Post column by Paul Waldman saying
the Republican healthcare bill was an
“‘act of monstrous cruelty’ that should
‘“‘stain those who supported it to the
end of their days.”

Those who have so much hatred and
anger in their hearts and minds seri-
ously need to seek religious or psy-
chiatric help.

————

BRING MORE CIVILITY INTO OUR
POLITICAL DISCOURSE

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, 1
join my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle in Congress to express my deep
sorrow after yesterday’s shooting.

At the end of the day, we are not Re-
publicans or Democrats; we are Ameri-
cans. We may disagree with one an-
other, but we cannot allow those dis-
agreements to change how we treat
each other as fellow human beings.

I believe we need to change our tone
and bring more civility to our political
discourse. Young people across the
country look to us to set an example,
and we all must rise to the occasion.

This horrible violence will not divide
us and it will not stop us from getting
back to business on behalf of the Amer-
ican people.

Let us come together as Americans
above all else, and, of course, keep our
good friend, STEVE SCALISE, and all of
those affected by the shootings in our
prayers.

———

SPEAK TRUTH TO THE POWERFUL
LIBERAL MEDIA

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, we
must speak truth to the powerful lib-
eral media. The invective, spite, and
venom they hurl daily at the President
contributes to an environment of ha-
tred and violence. The media’s con-
stant barrage of personal attacks can
incite someone to take irrational ac-
tions.

The shooter at the Virginia ballpark
yesterday wounded five people. His
Facebook page once read: ‘‘It is time to
destroy Trump and company.”’” That is
not much different from the tone of
many media articles.

A study last month found that the
President had received a higher per-
centage of negative coverage than any
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recent President, and a public opinion
poll showed the media’s credibility at a
record low.

The American people deserve better
than a biased media. For the sake of
our country, let’s hope they will drop
their abusive language.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DUNCAN of Tennessee) laid before the
House the following communication
from the Clerk of the House of Rep-
resentatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, June 15, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
June 15, 2017, at 9:13 a.m.:

That the Senate concurs in House amend-
ment to the bill S. 1083.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———————

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2372, VETERANS EQUAL
TREATMENT ENSURES RELIEF
AND ACCESS NOW ACT, AND
PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 2579, BROADER OPTIONS
FOR AMERICANS ACT

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 379 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RESs. 379

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 2372) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to clarify the rules
relating to veteran health insurance and eli-
gibility for the premium tax credit. All
points of order against consideration of the
bill are waived. The amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Ways and Means now printed
in the bill shall be considered as adopted.
The bill, as amended, shall be considered as
read. All points of order against provisions
in the bill, as amended, are waived. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill, as amended, and on any further
amendment thereto, to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Ways and Means; and (2) one
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions.

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it
shall be in order to consider in the House the
bill (H.R. 2579) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow the premium tax
credit with respect to unsubsidized COBRA
continuation coverage. All points of order
against consideration of the bill are waived.
The amendment in the nature of a substitute
recommended by the Committee on Ways
and Means now printed in the bill shall be
considered as adopted. The bill, as amended,
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shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill, as
amended, are waived. The previous question
shall be considered as ordered on the bill, as
amended, and on any further amendment
thereto, to final passage without intervening
motion except: (1) one hour of debate equally
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Ways and Means; and (2) one motion to re-
commit with or without instructions.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the honorable
gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr.
MCGOVERN), pending which I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. Dur-
ing consideration of this resolution, all
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, the day
before yesterday, the Rules Committee
met and reported a rule for consider-
ation for two very important measures.
First, the resolution provides for the
consideration of H.R. 2372, the VET-
ERAN Act. This rule provides for 1
hour of debate, equally divided and
controlled by the chair and ranking
member of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee.

In addition, the resolution provides
for consideration of H.R. 2579, the
Broader Options for Americans Act.
This rule provides for 1 hour of debate,
equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking member of the Ways
and Means Committee.

Mr. Speaker, both of these bills are a
part of the House of Representatives’
commitment to repair damage done by
the Affordable Care Act. These bills
seek to amend key parts of the Amer-
ican Health Care Act, which the House
passed on May 4 of 2017.

The American Health Care Act ex-
pands health coverage options for
Americans by allowing them to use
advanceable, refundable tax credits to
purchase State-approved plans in the
individual market. The two bills will
ensure the tax credits that Americans
will use to purchase health insurance
policies will be available to all who
qualify.

When the House passed the American
Health Care Act, the bill included indi-
vidual, advanceable, flexible, refund-
able tax credits that individuals can
use to purchase health insurance poli-
cies on the individual market. When
the bill passed, however, procedural
reasons prevented the House from in-
cluding two key groups of Americans:
veterans who are eligible for coverage
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through the VA and individuals who
need to get continuation of coverage
through an employer’s COBRA-spon-
sored plan. The two bills covered under
this rule will remedy that same prob-
lem.

In recent years, the Internal Revenue
Service has adopted a practice of pro-
viding eligible veterans the choice to
get financial support for a private plan
in lieu of enrolling in healthcare pro-
vided by the Department of Veterans
Affairs.

H.R. 2372, the VETERAN Act, will
codify this and continue that practice
retroactively for both the Affordable
Care Act’s Premium Tax Credit and the
new tax credit created in the American
Health Care Act. Veterans will con-
tinue to be able to get premium sup-
port when they opt out to purchase a
private health plan instead of enrolling
in the healthcare provided by the VA.

Similarly, H.R. 2579 will expand ac-
cess to the new American Health Care
Act tax credit to COBRA, in the con-
tinuation of that coverage. Under
COBRA, group plans allow beneficiaries
to keep their existing employer-spon-
sored coverage if they are laid off,
work fewer hours, or lose insurance due
to a change in family circumstances.

Often, those who need to use the
COBRA coverage are those most in
need, such as individuals who are in
the middle of a treatment course and
want to preserve their network of pro-
viders. COBRA coverage is frequently
very expensive, since the individual
policyholder must now pay all the pre-
mium for their policy.

H.R. 2579 will extend the new tax
credits to include people receiving
COBRA coverage and enable people
who need it to continue taking advan-
tage of their employer-sponsored
healthcare coverage, even after a trig-
gering event.

Mr. Speaker, the bills the House will
consider under this rule will help fulfill
the promise Republicans made to the
American people. We made repealing
and replacing the Affordable Care Act
with something that works the highest
priority. Six weeks ago, we took the
first step in fulfilling that promise
with the passage of the American
Health Care Act, and today we will
take another step forward creating a
healthcare system that works for all
Americans.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support for the
rule, I urge support for the underlying
legislation, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the
gentleman from Texas for yielding me
the customary 30 minutes; and I want
to begin by expressing my appreciation
to both the Speaker of the House and
the minority leader for their presen-
tations before the full House yesterday
in the aftermath of this terrible trag-
edy, which has wounded our colleague,
STEVE SCALISE, and two Capitol Police
officers, and two staffers.
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