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This legislation will also help to pre-
vent further litigation, additional eco-
nomic hardship in the region, and fur-
ther waste of taxpayer dollars. The bill
does not affect existing environmental
regulations in any way.

In the last Congress, the House
passed the previous version with a bi-
partisan overwhelming vote.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues during the 115th
Congress passing this legislation into
law.

REFLECTING ON YESTERDAY’S HORRIFIC
INCIDENT

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I want to reflect just
briefly on the horrific incident that oc-
curred yesterday. It impacted so many
friends and colleagues, and I certainly
offer prayers for STEVE SCALISE and all
those who were injured in that terrible
incident.

I offer my appreciation for the brav-
ery of the Capitol Police that pre-
vented many deaths from occurring
with their heroic efforts of running to
the sounds of the gun, even after the
one officer being wounded, pulling her-
self up to prevent further injury and
certainly fatalities.

I also want to offer a call to replace,
starting within this institution, on this
floor, the attacks of hateful personal
politics and resistance, and to replace
that with respect, to return respect to
this Capitol, to this floor, to our Na-
tion, to our communities, and cer-
tainly to our families.

And I just pray to God that God—the
Scripture talks about how God will
take acts of evil and use them for good,
and I just pray that the evil, the hor-
rific evil that was conducted yesterday,
that this be an example that God will
use that for good and that we replace
the hateful rhetoric and resistance
with respect.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL
CITIZENSHIP DAY OF ACTION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. BARRAGAN) for 5 min-
utes. .

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the National Citi-
zenship Day of Action on June 17.

I am a member of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus, but I am also the
proud daughter of immigrants from
Mexico. I understand how important
citizenship is to families.

When I was young, I remember
watching my mother study for the
exam. I would help ask her questions
and make sure that she knew the his-
tory of this country so that she could
pass, and I remember the day that she
went in to take her exam and passed. It
was a proud moment for our family.

June 17 is a day to encourage not just
our colleagues to support initiatives to
make the citizenship process more ac-
cessible to millions of people who are
pursuing the American Dream but also
to go into communities and educate
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them about the importance of citizen-
ship.

8.8 million people are eligible to be-
come citizens but have not yet begun
the process, and 3.7 million of those are
eligible for citizenship fee waivers. Be-
coming a citizen can cost over $700, and
there are significant language and ac-
cess barriers for those who apply. I
know my aunt had to take it five times
because her English wasn’t good
enough, and it took her some time.

But I encourage those who can, to do
it, to make sure that they can because
legal permanent residents face an up-
hill battle to citizenship.

My father was one who actually
never became a citizen. My father was
older, so I never really had an oppor-
tunity to ask him why he didn’t do it,
but I see today the importance of it, es-
pecially in a day where immigrants are
under attack, where more and more
people who think they have a right to
be here and have status here may do
something that causes them to become
deportable.

It is so very important for people,
who can become citizens, to take that
opportunity to do it. It is really a gate-
way to voting, to employment, receiv-
ing benefits, and investing in our fam-
ily’s future. Citizens receive higher
wages, greater economic opportunity,
and full access to the equal rights that
are fundamental to becoming an Amer-
ican.

We should be promoting programs to
ensure that these immigrants have the
skills and the resources they need to
learn, succeed, and give back to the
communities they call home. Organiza-
tions like the Coalition for Humane
Immigrant Rights in Los Angeles are
working hard to make citizenship more
attainable for everyone by providing
free citizenship services.

Again, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port these efforts on Saturday, June 17.
Becoming a citizen is just the begin-
ning of the American Dream.
RECOGNIZING YESTERDAY’S HORRIFIC INCIDENT

Ms. BARRAGAN. Mr. Speaker, I also
want to take a moment to recognize
what occurred yesterday. I actually
play for the men’s baseball team on the
Democratic side. I was practicing when
we were called in and got word of the
horrific news. And immediately, about
5 minutes after hearing the initial
news of just a shooting, we heard that
a Member, one of ours, was shot, and
we immediately went into prayer.

And I have to take a moment to send
my prayers to those who were im-
pacted because it is a big group, but
also those who were shot, those who
were on the field. Our hearts and pray-
ers go out to Representative STEVE
SCALISE, Matt Mika, Zack Barth, and
the courageous actions of the Capitol
Police, Crystal Griner and David Bai-
ley.

Every day that I come to the Capitol,
I see the men and women who serve,
who are there to protect us, who are
there to make sure to keep us safe, and
sometimes we take it for granted.
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So I wanted to take a moment to
thank them all for their service. To-
night is the game at Nationals baseball
field. I encourage everybody to come
out. There couldn’t be a better reason.
It is for charity, to really play tonight
for our heroes, to play for a good cause.
It would be a great thing to see a big
showing.

Last night, we had a bipartisan din-
ner where we had the two coaches from
both sides of the aisle come out. Again,
I want to stress this is not a partisan
issue at all. This is a time where we
come together, and we should remain
united.

It was a tough day yesterday for me
and for many of us here on the Hill.
Come out and show your support. We
would love to see you there.

REFLECTING ON YESTERDAY’S
HORRIFIC INCIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday, I indicated to all those who
would ask that it was a day of reflec-
tion and prayer, to give comfort to
those who needed to have comfort, and
to reassert over and over again that
when tragedy strikes, we are family.

When tragedy strikes Americans
from the East to the West Coast, to the
North to the South, whether it be man-
made or natural disasters, hurricanes
or tornadoes, terrible floods that we
have experienced in different regions of
the country, mass shootings, the hor-
rific loss of life of children in Con-
necticut, the tragic Sandy Hook story
that will live forever, the Pulse Night-
club, Virginia Tech, Columbine, and
places beyond, San Bernardino, that, in
actuality, we recognize that we are, in
fact, family.

So I think it is important to raise up
those who are still in the hospital, and
the staff member who was released, in
prayer, and to be able to explain to the
American people how precious our de-
mocracy is.

Before I do that, I do want to praise
our Capitol Police, Officers Griner and
Bailey, and I want to express my deep-
est prayers for Majority Whip SCALISE,
who is a neighbor. Those of us in the
southern region, Texas, Louisiana, Ar-
kansas, and beyond, we are neighbors.
We have that southern thing going on.
Texas might argue a little bit that
they have got a little western thing
going on, but we are neighbors.
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So many of our constituents travel
back and forth between Louisiana and
Texas—particularly, my city of Hous-
ton—and we welcome them. We wish
our deepest prayers and a hardy and
speedy recovery for Majority Whip
SCALISE, and we thank him for his serv-
ice to the Nation.

We also recognize two that are
wounded—a staff member and volun-
teer—who just came to be helpful. That
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is the way we perform here. People who
say: Send me. I will help you do this.
You have got an event; I will come over
and help.

That is the preciousness of this coun-
try and what is admired by people
around the world. But I think it is also
important to explain democracy.

Democracy generates great passions
by Members of Congress, House, and
Senate. If we went back over the ages
and we were able to read the papers of
those who were on this floor when we
were a much smaller country, it was
high and shrill because of their passion
about democracy, because they wanted
to put together a country that would
respect people because they fled perse-
cution, and they didn’t want us to be a
nation that would persecute.

So I think as we go forward, it is im-
portant to engage our constituents in
the beauty of democracy and in the
beauty of disagreement without being
disagreeable and let them know that
we welcome acting on their behalf. But
violent acts or taking things into your
own hands, let us calm our commu-
nities all over the Nation. Let us give
them a sense of the beauty of our dis-
agreement, because we have managed
to keep this democracy sacred for so
many years.

Let us not allow our good friends in
the media, whom I respect with the
highest esteem because they are a
product of the First Amendment, let us
not jump immediately into blaming
this one or that one.

So many of us have seen the trage-
dies of the assassination of John F.
Kennedy, the assassination of Martin
Luther King, and the terrible tragedy
of Gabrielle Giffords, who maintained
her dignity and love of the institution
and has taken on a cause that she be-
lieves in and is still fighting as an
American.

So now we have the opportunity not
to raise up who this person was who is
now deceased—we don’t know his men-
tal state, what his condition was, or
why he was out. That it one issue. Let
the investigation go forward. And
whatever it is, let us still come to-
gether and say that we will disagree
and not be disagreeable, and we will
not encourage or rise up or try to not
explain what democracy and love is all
about.

Mr. Speaker, I leave this podium by
saying: Love prevails over hate; and I
know that the love that is being gen-
erated toward those who are wounded
and being cared for is going to cause
them to have, I pray to God, a speedy
recovery.

And I say today: God bless all of you,
and God bless the United States of
America.

——————

RECENT ICE RAIDS IN MICHIGAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address the ICE raids that
have happened in Michigan.
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I was alarmed by the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement raids
that have resulted in the detention and
possible removal of Iraqi nationals, as
well as other members of the Detroit
community.

Why am I alarmed?

Mr. Speaker, what we saw happen on
Sunday, June 11, was an all out push to
just remove Iraqi nationals who have
been in this country, some for up to 40
years, who have lived in this country,
raised families, have worked, and were
subject to raids. Over 100 Iraqi nation-
als, including Chaldeans and Muslims,
were removed from their families and
transported to a correctional facility
in Youngstown, Ohio.

I have been in touch with community
leaders, who are not only distressed by
the ongoing situation, but also ex-
pressed concern regarding the dangers
that await these individuals if they re-
turn to an active war zone in Iraq.

Many of the communities charac-
terize these raids as having a delib-
erate and calculated motive. Under-
stand that these deportations are part
of an agreement made between Prime
Minister Abadi and President Trump as
part of a deal to remove Iraq from the
travel ban, an agreement that is not in
writing, Mr. Speaker, an agreement
that Congress nor the public has access
to.

When ISIS reared its ugly head in
2014 in northern Iraq, its main targets
for genocide, sexual slavery, and other
gross human rights violations included
these same people: Iraqi Christians,
Muslims, and other ethnic and reli-
gious minorities.

In 2014, Congress passed a resolution,
unanimously, recognizing Iraq’s ethnic
and religious minorities as victims of
genocide in Iraq and Syria. Since then,
both the Obama administration and
Trump administration have referred to
these acts of violence against Iraqi
Chaldeans and others as genocide; yet
still we are going to deport these same
people back to a country where there
will be, surely, a confrontation of
death or slavery. Removing these indi-
viduals represents what many have de-
scribed as a ‘‘death sentence’’ should
they be deported into an active war
zone.

The final orders, we are told, of peo-
ple who were convicted of offenses are
based on criminal activities; but we
know for a fact, some were for driving
without a license and some were for
having possession of marijuana 25
years ago.

Furthermore, the removal orders are
considered legal, and I support the
legal process. They could be decades
old. The problem is, Mr. Speaker, they
don’t reflect the current challenging
conditions in the country of origin.
Some of those being deported can’t
even speak Arabic because their entire
life has been spent here in the United
States.

These raids have really started con-
fusion and fear in the community. It is
not in line with the compassion and
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humanity that we, as the United
States, have expressed over the years.

Mr. Speaker, I will also say that now
is the time, more than ever, that we in
this Congress should have the political
courage to establish an immigration
plan for America. This jumping up and
saying we are going to go over here and
we are going to do this is not reflective
of a legislative process.

We must have an immigration plan
in America so that we can address the
correct and humanitarian deportation
of those who should not be in our coun-
try, but also have a demonstrated and
supported pathway to citizenship in
these United States of America. It is
amazing to me that in these United
States of America, which was built
from immigrants, we now have this un-
official immigration process in Amer-
ica.

I close, Mr. Speaker, by saying that,
as a Member of Congress and rep-
resenting Michigan with a significant
Middle Eastern population, I stand
here ready to do the job that I was sent
here to do and to get an immigration
plan for these United States of Amer-
ica.

——

NO ROOM FOR HATE AND
VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today with the heaviest of hearts.

Mr. Speaker, I want to be crystal
clear that there is not any room in our
society for hate. There is no room for
violence. Whatever we do and wherever
we may stand, we must act in a peace-
ful, orderly, and nonviolent fashion.

We must understand that we are one
people—the American people; we are
one family—the American family; and
we live in the same house—the Amer-
ican house.

Mr. Speaker, we must teach all of our
people to respect the dignity and the
worth of every human being. We must
be the headlights, not the taillights, in
loving and cherishing our brothers and
sisters. We are brothers and sisters.

We must understand that our
foremothers and our forefathers came
to this great Nation in different ships,
but we are all in the same boat now.

As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once
said:

We must all learn to live together as
brothers and sisters; if not, we will perish as
fools.

Yesterday, was a difficult and dark
day. There was so much pain and suf-
fering for so many people—for our fel-
low Members, for our families, and for
our staffs. It shook the Congress and
our Nation to its core. I, too, was in
shock. My heart and my soul ached for
those who were attacked and for those
who witnessed the violence.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
express my love and my feelings for all
of our colleagues, our friends, our
staffs, the officers, and their families.
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