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of this country. Early settlers quickly 
discovered that America is endowed 
with abundant natural resources, rich 
soil, and temperate conditions that 
provide a solid foundation for a vibrant 
agrarian economy. 

Fast-forward a few hundred years, 
and today the United States is the 
number one exporter of agricultural 
products in the world. In fact, farming 
accounts for over $163 billion each 
year. This production not only helps 
make our GDP the highest in the 
world, but it also helps feed billions 
worldwide, often in the most hard-to- 
reach places where food insecurity and 
malnutrition are chronic problems. 

According to the most recent data 
from the USDA, family farms account 
for 99 percent of all farms in the U.S. 
and 89 percent of America’s agricul-
tural production. Ninety percent of the 
farms in the U.S. are considered small, 
and these small farms account for the 
vast majority of American farmers. 
This is equally true in Indiana, where, 
although we are the 38th largest State 
geographically, we rank in the top 10 in 
total agricultural sales. 

Production in Indiana supports over 
245,000 jobs, and corn, soybeans, hogs, 
poultry, and dairy have a combined $10 
billion economic impact statewide. 
Simply put, ag is a really big deal in 
Indiana, and the Hoosier farmer does 
all of the heavy lifting. 

Safe, affordable food is important to 
our national security, and a reliable, 
sustainable food source is crucial to 
safeguarding public health while pre-
serving economic independence. That 
is why we should support our Nation’s 
agricultural producers in every way 
that we can. 
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This includes supporting the U.S. 
crop insurance program, which pro-
vides an important safety net to farm-
ers who assume major risks with each 
seed that they put in the ground. As re-
cent natural disasters have made all 
too clear, widespread weather events 
can trigger huge losses for America’s 
family farmers. 

Without a national reinsurance pool, 
growers would have far fewer options 
available, many crops would be ex-
cluded, few could participate in the 
program, and growers would be forced 
to turn to Congress for assistance 
whenever disaster struck. That would 
be particularly true in areas where 
droughts and floods are common. 

Through the crop insurance program, 
insurers can extend coverage to crops 
of all kind, providing farmers with the 
protections they need to do what they 
do best: grow food. This program is an 
example of the government partnering 
with industry to offer an exceptionally 
valuable service while maintaining a 
carefully limited Federal Government 
role. Frankly, it should be used as a 
model for other Federal reinsurance 
programs. 

It is a success story, and even if you 
are not a farmer, you have benefited 

from its existence. It has helped you 
receive more affordable food and helped 
America maintain its agricultural pre-
eminence. That is a great result for 
virtually every American. 

Mr. Speaker, as Congress begins 
working on the next farm bill, I hope 
my colleagues recognize the value of 
our Federal crop insurance program 
and the important role that it plays in 
supporting the American farmer while 
he or she supports the American con-
sumer. 

f 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NATIONAL 
PARK AND THE EFFECTS OF CLI-
MATE CHANGE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. QUIGLEY) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, I spent our congressional recess 
in the Rocky Mountain National Park, 
home to some of America’s most 
unique and breathtaking natural won-
ders, in an attempt to better under-
stand the mounting impacts climate 
change has on our national parks and 
all of our public lands across the coun-
try. 

More than 4.5 million people from 
across America and the world visit the 
Rockies every year to take in the 
snowcapped peaks, the winding rivers, 
and the endless evergreen forests. They 
see herds of elk and bighorn sheep, and 
hear the screeching call of the moun-
tain pika, a small furry creature that I 
can personally attest makes one of the 
most distinctive sounds in the moun-
tains. 

Visitors to the park, like me, can ex-
perience all four seasons in an hour as 
they drive up Trail Ridge Road from 
the sunny, low-elevation valleys, to the 
top of 12,000-foot peaks covered in 20- 
foot snowdrifts. It is impossible not to 
appreciate the intricate balance of na-
ture while standing in that environ-
ment, the way that each species is fine-
ly tuned to survive in its surroundings 
and the way that each depends on the 
other. 

Unfortunately, this careful balance is 
being shaken to its very core by man-
made climate change as well as the de-
nial of its existence by a very small 
group of post-science, post-research 
skeptics. 

For centuries, bark beetles and 
lodgepole pines maintained a special 
relationship. Beetles, held in check by 
deep, cold winters, ate and killed some 
of the largest and oldest trees, opening 
up valuable forest real estate for new, 
younger trees to thrive. Now, however, 
thanks to warming global tempera-
tures, those cold winters haven’t come 
and beetle populations have boomed, 
killing literally millions of trees in the 
Rocky Mountains. 

Formerly green mountainsides are 
dotted, or even dominated, by the sil-
ver skeletons of pines, it is one of the 
most conspicuous changes to visitors of 
the park. 

The little pika is another of many 
species whose way of life is dis-

appearing as global warming drives 
temperatures higher and higher. As 
summer temperatures spike, many of 
these creatures are dying out. Humans 
are not immune to these impacts ei-
ther. 

Warming winters cause more and 
more of the mountain’s precipitation 
to fall as rain instead of snow, allowing 
it to run off or soak into the soil. The 
snowpack, which for generations has 
fed the Colorado River, is diminishing 
and, with it, our reliable and already 
taxed water source for seven Western 
States. 

It was uncanny, Mr. Speaker, to be 
standing at the headwaters of the Colo-
rado River, a mere creek in the Rock-
ies, learning about the ways manmade 
warming is changing the world around 
us at the same time the President was 
withdrawing the United States from 
the historic Paris Agreement. 

It was tragic irony to be in that envi-
ronment to hear this devastating an-
nouncement. It was truly inexplicable 
to be surrounded by one of many na-
tional treasures as our Federal Govern-
ment announced their decision to aban-
don them when they are needed most. 

The agreement, an unprecedented 
show of global will to tackle a truly 
global problem, isn’t an end-all, as 
some less-enlightened critics have said. 
It is a framework, a roadmap to get the 
pollution reductions started, to ensure 
a safe, sustainable, and economically 
prosperous future. It supports an eco-
nomic model built for the long haul, 
one that protects lives and livelihoods, 
while wasting less and producing more. 
These are irrefutable costs to leaving 
the Paris Agreement. 

By removing us from the agreement, 
the President isn’t canceling it. He is 
simply ensuring that we are the ones 
who will be left behind as the world 
moves forward without us. We will be 
left behind with the cost of polluted 
air, preventable and expensive illness, 
and shrinking, uncompetitive fossil 
fuel industries that imperil their work-
ers and drag the economy down. 

It will cost us standing as a world 
leader in innovation as other countries 
step forward to fill the void that we 
have created and realize the benefits of 
clean-energy jobs, reliable public tran-
sit, and stable supply chains for busi-
nesses. 

They understand that climate change 
affects us all, no matter our income or 
whether we are in the middle of a 
major city or on the top of the great 
Rocky Mountains. 

The 194 nations that remain in the 
Paris Agreement will continue to act, 
not because the U.S. once told them to 
do so, but because it is the right thing 
to do and it is in their best interest 
from economic gain and public health 
to national security and stewardship. 

I encourage everyone to go visit the 
mountains. Go spend a week with the 
incredible men and women of the Na-
tional Park Service who have dedi-
cated their lives to understanding and 
protecting America’s precious natural 
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places. Then come back here, and I 
guarantee that you will understand 
why we need to act. 

f 

INFRASTRUCTURE WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Connecticut (Mr. HIMES) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HIMES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
because we are told that this week is 
Infrastructure Week. After four con-
tentious months of a new President, 
and all that has been contained in 
those 4 months, I actually saw a glim-
mer of hope and possibility around the 
idea that we might finally come to-
gether to do something for our con-
stituents in an area that they tell us is 
absolutely essential. 

I worry, Mr. Speaker, that we are 
going to let this opportunity be lost in 
the political roil that is already con-
suming this idea of a week that we de-
vote to infrastructure. 

So I want to stand here, Mr. Speaker, 
and say, let’s not let this idea go. It is 
too important. The improvement of our 
roadways and our bridges, our airports, 
and our railways is absolutely essential 
to the quality of life of every single 
constituent of every single Member of 
this House. 

As I talk to the business leaders in 
my district, the fact that they have a 
challenge in moving their people and 
their goods, that sometimes getting to 
work is a 2-hour proposition, are the 
things that hold them back. 

I know that the Republicans and the 
Democrats disagree on an awful lot, 
but we have to be able to agree on the 
fundamental notion that if we don’t 
have a functioning transportation in-
frastructure, if our airplanes and ships 
and rails and cars don’t move well, this 
country cannot be great, and our econ-
omy will be damaged. 

These last 4 months have been pretty 
rough. We got—kicked off with a repeal 
of the Affordable Care Act; and I under-
stand that my Republican friends had 
been promising that for years, but it 
was a brutal experience. It failed on 
the floor. The American public hates 
the bill that so many of my Republican 
friends were cajoled into voting for, 
much to their political peril. 

There was an alternative start to 
this Presidency. There was this fantasy 
alternative start that has the Presi-
dent, shortly after his inauguration, 
saying to the American people: I know 
that this campaign was tough and the 
rhetoric was as ugly as it ever has been 
in an American campaign, but we are 
going to come together now, in Janu-
ary of 2017, to restitch the Nation, lit-
erally and figuratively. Literally 
means we are going to work together 
to rebuild the infrastructure of this 
country. 

Sadly, that is an alternate reality 
that did not happen, and so we are con-
sumed in Twitter feuds and partisan-
ship and some of the most difficult to 
pass legislation that ultimately is not 
likely to become law, but which will 

continue to split the parties in this 
Chamber. 

It is not too late, though, Mr. Speak-
er. I think we can still turn this 
around. 

I have the privilege of chairing the 
New Democrat Coalition, 61 Demo-
cratic Members who, as challenged as 
they feel by this President’s positions 
and behavior, are hoping for that mo-
ment when we can work with Repub-
licans, when we can get something 
done with this President that will be 
meaningful to our constituents. And I 
know they, and many other Democrats, 
will be there for that conversation. 

To my conservative, even to my 
Freedom Caucus friends, there is noth-
ing more conservative than the idea 
that you keep your house in order; that 
you invest so that your children can 
have the kind of prosperity that we 
were able to experience. 

And to the President, I would say: 
Sir, you seem to be a builder. You seem 
to have recognized the need for this 
kind of program when you promised a 
$1 trillion infrastructure investment. 
And, sir, I would say, if you look at 
some of our highways that were built 
in the 1950s, at the entrance ramp to 
those highways you will see a sign that 
says the Dwight D. Eisenhower Inter-
state Highway System. Sir, there is no 
reason why those signs couldn’t have 
your name on them. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this problem is so 
urgent, it is so potentially bipartisan 
in its solution, that I want to close 
with the observation that we need to 
lift this out of the partisan maw and 
observe, Mr. Speaker, that yesterday 
we celebrated the Greatest Generation 
because, 73 years ago yesterday, they 
stormed the beaches of Normandy. 
That is part of why we call them the 
Greatest Generation. But the other 
part and the other reason we call them 
that is because they came back to 
America and they set aside their dif-
ferences and they invested in projects 
like the Interstate Highway System 
that we all use every day. That is a big 
part of why we call them the Greatest 
Generation. They built our country. 

And now that generation looks at us 
and they have a question, and that 
question is: What will you do with that 
legacy that we built for you? 

Mr. Speaker, let’s answer that ques-
tion in a way that will make them 
proud. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to address their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 57 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

As we begin the 84th year since the 
heroic efforts of our troops and our al-
lies on D-day, help us to be mindful of 
the freedoms we enjoy and must be 
vigilant in protecting. 

Bless our allies throughout the world 
and all those who stand with us in con-
fronting the dangers and evils of our 
time. In all things, may the United 
States continue to be a beacon of light 
and hope. 

Bless the Members of this people’s 
House. Give them the wisdom and pa-
tience to do the work of Congress even 
in times of complexity both at home 
and abroad. 

God bless America, and help us all to 
be our best selves. May all that is done 
this day be for Your greater honor and 
glory. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. PANETTA) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PANETTA led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP IS 
COURAGEOUS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, President Donald Trump last 
week courageously announced the 
withdrawal of the United States from 
the unconstitutional Paris accords, an 
unconstitutional treaty comprised of 
burdensome regulations destroying 
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