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early Americas. Recognizing the sig-
nificance of his impressive collection, 
Jay made an extraordinary gift in the 
year 2004 to our Library of Congress 
and to the American people with a con-
tribution of 4,000 items, which are now 
on display permanently. The Library of 
Congress estimates that over 3 million 
visitors have visited this magnificent 
exhibit made possible by the generous 
donation of the Jay I. Kislak Founda-
tion. 

Because of Jay’s extensive back-
ground in and knowledge of our great 
Nation’s history, he has served on nu-
merous boards and has held many lead-
ership posts in our community. 

Throughout all of his success, Jay 
Kislak never ceases to give back to our 
local institutions. His latest contribu-
tion to south Florida is the establish-
ment of two new permanent exhibits at 
the University of Miami’s Otto Richter 
Library and at Miami Dade College’s 
Freedom Tower. 

I join with many in saying thank you 
to Jay Kislak and his family for his 
decades of hard work and dedication 
that he has given to bring the world 
these magnificent historical artifacts. 

Thank you, Jay Kislak, and many 
more years. 

f 

ASIAN PACIFIC HERITAGE MONTH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to speak about Asian Pacific Heritage 
Month. 

In May of each year, we come to-
gether to celebrate the Asian and Pa-
cific heritage cultures that have made 
up America for generations. It is time 
to recognize those important signifi-
cant roles that Asian Americans play 
in our American story. 

We are very lucky in the San Joaquin 
Valley to have a community rich with 
culture and ethnic diversity. Our 
Asian-American and Pacific Islander 
neighbors are an integral part of that 
richness. 

From the Chinese Americans, who 
helped build the transcontinental rail-
road in the 1860s, to the Japanese 
American farmers, who cultivated our 
valley in the early 1900s, to the Hmong 
and Vietnamese Americans who joined 
our community beginning in the late 
1970s and 1980s after the Vietnam War, 
these Asian communities all have an 
important story that have added value 
to our country. 

As we reflect upon Asian Pacific Her-
itage Month, I am proud to join all 
Asian Americans and the Pacific Is-
landers in my district and across our 
country in celebration. So let me 
thank all of our Asian Americans for 
their contributions to our country. 

CELEBRATING MEMORIAL DAY 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 

speak about the significance of Memo-
rial Day this coming weekend, which 
we will celebrate across our Nation. 

This weekend, I will have the honor 
and the privilege to participate in 

three Memorial Day ceremonies in my 
district. We will pause to memorialize 
and thank those American servicemen 
and -women who have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice and to mourn the loss 
with their families. 

Words, for me, never seem adequate 
to express a profound thank-you, hav-
ing members of families and my own 
family that have served and that have 
made those sacrifices, for these men 
and women are our heroes. They gave 
America the most precious thing they 
had: the last full measure of devotion 
to country. Because they did, we are 
who we are today: a free and pros-
perous nation that is reflected around 
the world in most positive ways. 

Our valley and our Nation owe an im-
measurable debt of gratitude to these 
individuals and their families who so 
selflessly answered the call of duty, 
and our Nation can never, ever say 
thank you enough. 

Their sacrifice, bravery, therefore, 
must never, ever be forgotten. We must 
continue to work on behalf of veterans 
and their families. Whether it is cut-
ting through red tape with their vet-
erans’ claims or helping with assist-
ance programs or educational benefits, 
we can always and should do more. 

As President John F. Kennedy said: 
‘‘As we express our gratitude, we must 
never forget that the highest apprecia-
tion is not to utter words, but to live 
by them.’’ So each day, not just on Me-
morial Day, we must work to ensure 
that our veterans and soldiers who 
today are on Active Duty in harm’s 
way all around the world and their 
families receive the benefits that they 
have earned. 

On Monday, we will honor and we 
will remember and we will pledge never 
to forget, and we will say, in our most 
humble way, thank you. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate May as National Foster Care 
Month. I also welcome those currently 
in and alumni of our foster care sys-
tem, along with our supporters, who 
are visiting Capitol Hill today. 

Foster Care Month is a very small 
way to acknowledge the youth that are 
a part of the system, along with all of 
those who make an enormous dif-
ference in their lives. This month is 
about improving the foster care system 
and providing support to the individ-
uals who selflessly make this system 
work. 

The success of our country depends 
upon the well-being of our youth today. 
We know, through much social re-
search, that family stability is directly 
linked to less behavioral and academic 
problems. We have the duty as a nation 
to empower all children so they can 
have the same sense of promise and 
possibility as any other, regardless of 
their circumstances. 

National Foster Care Month is a time 
to celebrate the selfless men and 
women who embrace children in the 
foster care system and recommit to 
helping more youth find permanent 
families so they can, too, experience 
stability and the freedom to fulfill 
their limitless potential. 

Mr. Speaker, the foster care system 
has always and will always be near and 
dear to my heart. My wife, Angie, and 
I adopted two children, Austin and Jes-
sica, then 8 and 9, respectively, 
through the foster care system. 

The idea that children belong in sta-
ble families is not only one of the most 
bipartisan issues I have the privilege of 
working on, but it is one that is impor-
tant to me and dear to me. Nothing is 
more important to a child’s upbringing 
and long-term success than a loving 
and stable home. 

The bedrock of the American story is 
a strong and supportive family. We 
must do everything we can to care for 
all of our youth so they can be free 
from harm and set up for success so 
that they might pen our country’s un-
written future. 

Today I have the honor of being shad-
owed for the day by Kimberly Grosse of 
Omaha, Nebraska. Kim was in foster 
care for 8 years. Starting off in a group 
home, she was later placed at Boys 
Town, where she graduated from high 
school. 

Kim currently works as a commu-
nications specialist, dispatching med-
ical EMS helicopters. She also volun-
teers her time as a court-appointed 
special advocate for kids currently in 
the foster care system. Kim, like so 
many other alumni of the system, pays 
it forward with her dedicated support. 
She is a shining example of determina-
tion and perseverance in all aspects of 
her life. I know that this young lady 
has an extremely bright future ahead. 

I also appreciate my colleagues from 
both sides of the aisle—Representatives 
KAREN BASS, DIANE BLACK, TRENT 
FRANKS, JIM LANGEVIN, BRENDA LAW-
RENCE, and TOM MARINO—for their lead-
ership in the Foster Care Caucus. I am 
grateful to fellow Members who help 
advocate for this important cause. 

Now, let’s continue to embrace the 
spirit that every child matters and 
continue to work toward providing all 
of our sons and daughters an equal op-
portunity to lead productive and ful-
filling lives, not limited to anything 
but their hopes, dreams, imagination, 
and perseverance. I salute all of those 
who are supporters of the foster care 
system. 

I also just want to add, I know, first-
hand, when you see your foster chil-
dren grow to be healthy, successful, 
independent, and loving adults that 
you gain a tremendous sense of satis-
faction and thankfulness. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET IS A 
SHORTSIGHTED PLAN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. LAWSON) for 5 minutes. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:34 May 24, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K24MY7.008 H24MYPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4512 May 24, 2017 
Mr. LAWSON of Florida. Mr. Speak-

er, once again, President Trump’s 
budget calls for extreme cuts to vital 
programs that are funding for the Na-
tion’s poor, for healthcare, food 
stamps, student loans, and disability 
payments. It is a very shortsighted 
plan that seeks to break the situation 
that exists for those who can least af-
ford it, while giving tax breaks to the 
wealthy in our country. 

In my district, one in every four Flo-
ridians have been on food stamps for 
some point over the last 12 months. 
This is twice the national average. It is 
really unconscionable for the President 
to propose cutting nutrition benefit 
programs by $192 billion because that 
would mean less to those in north Flor-
ida who need it the most. 

SNAP programs that benefit the 
needy are so important. We have kids 
in north Florida, which I have had the 
personal opportunity to witness, in 
school programs, and probably the only 
meal that they are going to get is at 
school where they come and don’t have 
an opportunity to get another meal at 
home. 

We put hardworking Floridians in a 
no-win position, having to choose be-
tween paying their light bills or afford-
able healthcare. This is totally unac-
ceptable in America. 

This budget calls for slashing $800 
billion from Medicaid over the next 
decade and $72 billion for disability 
benefits, which are so important. There 
is no way that we should be encour-
aging people who are disabled to go out 
and work to earn their benefits. 

Did you know, Mr. Speaker, that al-
most 40 percent of low-income women 
in America who are between the age of 
15 and 49 years use Medicaid to pay for 
their healthcare needs? 

And in my home State, Florida, 50 
percent of those pregnancies are paid 
for by Medicaid. Who will make up the 
difference? The need will not magically 
disappear, as most people think. 

This is a shortsighted budget and one 
that eliminates programs that particu-
larly are geared toward protecting the 
poor. That is what our job should be in 
government: to make sure that we pro-
tect those and speak for those who can-
not speak for themselves. 

At this time, when we need to be 
working to make college more afford-
able and accessible in order to prepare 
the next generation of tomorrow’s 
leaders, this is counterproductive to be 
cutting financial assistance to these 
students. 
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The President is proposing deep cuts 
to our Nation’s poorest urban and rural 
communities, which would shrink the 
supply of affordable housing and in-
crease homelessness and other hard-
ships across this country. 

I personally have been touring areas 
in my district where HUD has failed 
these communities. The budget con-
tinues corporate welfare to Wall 
Street, and what is so amazing is that 

Wall Street doesn’t receive those cuts. 
The people who receive the cuts are the 
ones who need it the most. 

An inspiring and most hopeful past 
President once said that the defining 
challenge of our time is making sure 
that our economy works for every 
working American. 

This budget cut does not put us on 
the path of tackling these challenges. I 
believe that our Nation’s budget should 
reflect our own values as a society, but 
it does not align with the values of the 
Fifth Congressional District, and, 
therefore, I intend to strongly oppose 
this budget. 

We need to remember that all of the 
issues we debate on this floor, from 
healthcare to the President’s budget, 
to America’s role in the Middle East, 
and our borders, foreign policies, those 
issues have an effect on all of our con-
stituents. While some of our colleagues 
seem to only want to have political 
perks, sound bites in the media back 
home, I implore them to remember this 
simple fact: The work we do here mat-
ters to every person in America, not to 
just those who vote for us. 

It is important that as we approach 
this budget, Mr. Speaker, that we 
think about those who are less fortu-
nate. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to bring attention to the 
statistics of human trafficking, and 
they are shocking: an estimated 21 mil-
lion victims globally, a quarter of 
them children, and the majority of 
them women, resulting in a $150 billion 
criminal industry predicated on the de-
struction of lives. 

This criminal conduct may seem a 
world away, but it is not. It exists 
right here in our own backyards. Just 
last year, the human trafficking hot-
line reported 151 cases of human traf-
ficking in our State of Pennsylvania. 
This week the House can—and must— 
act in a bipartisan fashion to support 
and bolster antihuman trafficking pro-
grams, upgrading our Nation’s response 
to this crime. 

By empowering nonprofits like NOVA 
and the Bucks Coalition Against Traf-
ficking, and ensuring our local law en-
forcement’s ability to identify and 
prosecute those cases, these bills will 
provide services to victims of human 
trafficking and aid in apprehending the 
world’s worst offenders. 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SHERIFF’S DEPUTY 
KEITH CLYMER 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the life of Bucks 
County Sheriff’s Deputy Keith Clymer 
of Kintnersville, who our community 
lost last week when his motorcycle was 
struck by another vehicle. 

Deputy Clymer joined the Bucks 
County Sheriff’s Office in 2013, and he 

was assigned to the domestic relations 
warrant unit. He also served as a self- 
defense tactics instructor. As the sher-
iff’s office noted in the announcement 
of his tragedy, Keith was liked by all 
who met and worked with him and will 
be sorely missed by all. 

Mr. Speaker, the loss of any member 
of our law enforcement community is 
heartbreaking, but the loss of Deputy 
Clymer, as we recognize National Po-
lice Week, both here in our Nation’s 
Capital and around my district, draws 
special focus to those who serve and 
protect our communities. 

My thoughts and prayers are with his 
sons, his family, and all those who 
Keith impacted, both personally and 
professionally. He lived his life serving 
and protecting us. For that, Mr. Speak-
er, we are eternally grateful. 

f 

NATIONAL FOSTER CARE MONTH 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. CASTOR) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today in recognition of National 
Foster Care Month, and I am pleased to 
welcome Yves Luma and Anabel San-
chez-Senofonte for the Sixth Annual 
Congressional Foster Youth Shadow 
Day. 

I would also salute Congresswoman 
KAREN BASS, who is the most out-
spoken, energized advocate for foster 
youth anywhere in America. I am very 
proud of Yves and Anabel. They are an 
inspiration for all of us. 

Yves has persisted in the face of true 
adversity and is now a first-generation 
college student at Florida State Uni-
versity. She was born in Haiti, faced 
challenges at a young age that most of 
us will never understand. Not being 
able to count on a stable home environ-
ment in Haiti, Yves, with her younger 
siblings, moved around between ex-
tended family and friends before mov-
ing to the United States. 

Once in the United States, Yves did 
not have a consistent home. Yet 
through everything, she persevered, 
working to provide for her younger sib-
lings while continuing her high school 
education at Plant High School and 
Blake High School in Tampa. She car-
ried a heavy burden without parents 
that no child should have to endure. 
Due to the hard work and help of her 
school social workers, Yves was re-
ferred to Starting Right, Now, a 
Tampa-based group home for homeless 
youth who value and desire a higher 
education. It was this support system 
and the help of a lot of others that en-
abled Yves’ talent and drive to cata-
pult her to a promising future. 

Anabel is 21 years old, also a student 
at Florida State University, getting a 
BA in economics and sociology. Anabel 
grew up in Miami, where she spent 
most of her life in foster care. She was 
taken from her mother three times be-
fore permanently being removed from 
her custody. At that point, she entered 
a group home at about 5 years old. She 
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