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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
GOODLATTE) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2473, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to direct the Attor-
ney General to study issues relating to 
human trafficking, and for other pur-
poses.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

HONORING MICHAEL WELGE 
(Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor the life 
and memory of a lifelong resident of 
my hometown of Taylorville, Illinois, 
my good friend, Michael Welge. Mike 
was a veteran, public servant, devoted 
husband to his wife, Judy, father, 
grandfather, and, again, my friend. 

Mike passed away on May 4, but he 
left a long legacy of dedication to his 
family, his country, and his commu-
nity. As an Army veteran who served 
his country, Mike continued his service 
to military members as the com-
mander of American Legion Post 73. 

Mike worked at Peabody Mine No. 10 
for years before beginning a 22-year ca-
reer at the Illinois Department of Cor-
rections. Mike served as a member of 
the Taylorville Planning and Zoning 
Committee for 25 years and was a mem-
ber of many groups like the Taylorville 
FFA Association, the American Farm 
Heritage Museum in Greenville, 
ABATE, and Moose Lodge 1516. 

Mike is survived by his wife, Judy, 
son, grandson, and brother. He will be 
truly missed by all who knew him, and 
I consider myself blessed to have 
known Mike Welge as a friend. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BUDGET 
PROPOSAL 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, budgets 
are about values. And President 
Trump’s budget breaks his promises to 
the American people. His 2018 budget is 
a disgrace. 

The plan cuts people’s access to basic 
necessities and retards decent stand-
ards of living. The American people 
want to create jobs, raise wages, invest 
in education, protect their pensions, 
and give people a chance at a better fu-
ture. 

What does the Trump budget do for 
the heartland that voted for him? 
Great Lakes clean up? Zeroed out. So-
cial Security Disability insurance? 
Slashed. Medicaid? Slashed. Public 
education? Slashed. 

We have seen this supply side eco-
nomic shell game before. It ends with a 
massive tax cut for millionaires and 
billionaires, while leaving Americans 
living on the brink paycheck to pay-
check, leaving them behind. 

Let’s recap. The Trump budget hurts 
working families, it weakens Social Se-
curity and Medicaid, it hurts students 
seeking to better themselves, it hurts 
seniors trying to pay for their medicine 
and insurance and who depend on pro-
grams like Meals on Wheels. 

I would encourage every heartland 
family with an elderly parent, an in-
debted graduate, or a trusting toddler 
to look at this budget and match it 
against the promises they heard versus 
what is being delivered. What a shame 
for our country. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of millions of people 
worldwide, whose lives have been irrep-
arably harmed by the scourge of 
human trafficking. 

Tragically, human trafficking is a $32 
billion industry. This horrific practice 
is often difficult to detect, yet there 
are nearly 21 million victims of human 
trafficking throughout the world each 
year. It is estimated that 55 percent of 
these victims are women and young 
girls. 

Sadly, most incidents of human traf-
ficking go unreported, while the vic-
tims suffer in silent pain. It is for these 
reasons that we must raise awareness 
of this terrible practice and work to 
combat the growing threat against 
these vulnerable people. 

As a member of the State assembly, 
I championed bipartisan measures to 
combat this modern-day form of slav-
ery, including the Trafficking Victims 
Protection and Justice Act. 

Yesterday, to continue this fight, I 
worked alongside my colleagues in the 
House to pass bipartisan measures to 
eliminate the scourge on humanity at 
the Federal level, and also today. 

Millions of men, women, and children 
are suffering at the hands of human 
traffickers and sex abusers. Thus, it is 
our duty to hold those who commit 
these vile acts accountable and to en-
sure justice for all. 

f 

MEMORIAL DAY 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, this 
Monday, America honors its war dead. 
We call it Memorial Day. 

Many Americans do not realize that 
there are 25 United States cemeteries 
overseas for America’s war dead. The 
one in Luxembourg is one that I have 
visited and I find quite unique. 

During World War II, in 1944, the Ger-
mans crushed through the American 
lines in a surprise attack. It was called 
the Battle of the Bulge. My 92-year-old 
father fought in that battle when he 
was 18. 

The German advance was eventually 
halted. One reason was because General 
George Patton and his army helped 
halt the attack by quickly advancing 
through and saving Luxembourg. 

After the war, the nation of Luxem-
bourg agreed to a memorial there. The 
memorial is unique because the ceme-
tery is a burial place for mostly Ameri-
cans who were killed in the Battle of 
the Bulge. There are 5,076 Americans 
buried there—22 sets of brothers. And 
the average age of the soldier buried in 
Luxembourg is 19. 

This Memorial Day, let us remember 
all who have served and have given 
their lives and are buried all over the 
world, because, Mr. Speaker, the worst 
casualty of war is to be forgotten. 

And that is just the way it is. 

f 

REDUCING IMPACT ON DISEASE 
CONTROL 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of H.R. 953, the Reduc-
ing Regulatory Burdens Act, which 
eliminates the need to apply for addi-
tional permits for using pesticides al-
ready approved for widespread use 
under current law. 

The permitting process places an un-
necessary compliance burden on farm-
ers who simply want to protect their 
crops using already available pesticides 
that have been determined to have 
minimal or no environmental impact 
in their original testing process. 

But of greater concern is the impact 
on disease control. This bureaucratic 
red tape can have the severe unin-
tended consequence of raising the dif-
ficulty for local mosquito control dis-
tricts, and others, and increase the 
likelihood that mosquito-transmitted 
diseases can spread. 

The Zika virus, which reached epi-
demic levels last year, remains a seri-
ous threat in the United States, with 
119 cases still in place and over 400 
cases in U.S. territories. We are not 
out of the woods yet. 

This duplicative process hamstrings 
health officials and agencies who are 
responsible for suppressing these vi-
ruses and maintaining public safety. 

This legislation provides critical pro-
tections of our Nation’s food supply, as 
well as increasing our ability to com-
bat public health crises, such as the 
Zika virus. 

H.R. 953 passed the House last year 
with bipartisan support, and I encour-
age my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle to do so once again. 
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RECOGNIZING BOY SCOUTS OF 

AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. SESSIONS) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority 
leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of this Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, to-

night, Members of Congress who are 
Eagle Scouts are taking to the floor of 
the House of Representatives to say 
thank you not only to the Boy Scouts 
of America but to recognize and to 
highlight our opportunity while in Boy 
Scouts, and now, as Members of Con-
gress, to talk about how important the 
Boy Scouts of America is to the youth, 
the young men and young women of 
this country, and, also, to highlight 
the leadership that takes place every 
single day in this country: men and 
women who volunteer their time to 
make sure that the Boy Scouts of 
America are prepared and ready to 
meet not only the times that we live in 
but the advances of young people and 
the challenges that they have. 

Tonight, as an Eagle Scout of the 
Eagle class of 1970, it is my oppor-
tunity to introduce Members of Con-
gress and then to follow up at the end 
as we talk about how important Scout-
ing is. 

Today, there are 1,262,311 boys in 
Scouting from ages 6 to 10 in Cub 
Scouts. There are 822,999 boys aged 11 
to 17 in Boy Scouts of America and 
Varsity Scouts. There are 119,268 young 
men and young women between the 
ages of 10 to 20 who are engaged in ex-
ploring based upon programs that may 
be STEM or other Scouting programs. 

As you see, Mr. Speaker, the Boy 
Scouts of America is important to the 
youth of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. COLLINS), who is 
the head of our Scouting Caucus, and 
the Eagle class of 1963. 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank Eagle Scout PETE 
SESSIONS for yielding. I am very hon-
ored to be standing with him today as 
the co-chair of the Scouting Caucus, 
along with Eagle Scout JIM COOPER 
from Tennessee. 

There are, in fact, 33 Eagle Scouts— 
23 from the House of Representatives 
and 10 from the Senate—currently 
serving in the United States Congress. 
But just as importantly, there are 150 
Members of Congress who experienced 
Scouting, whether as a youth, and, per-
haps, in the case of 33 progressing to 
the rank of Eagle Scout, or, currently 

as myself does, serving as an adult 
Scout leader. 

Scouting was important to many of 
us growing up. I think when a lot of us 
look back on our lives and say what 
was one of the larger impacts we had, 
I can tell you, in my case, it was 
Scouting. 

And the same is true for my 24-year- 
old Eagle Scout son. I can’t tell you 
how many different camping trips my 
son and I enjoyed together—what a 
great bonding experience for a father 
and a son coming right up through Cub 
Scouts. 

So for all of those Scouts today, as 
Eagle Scout PETE SESSIONS indicated, 
who are currently involved in Cub 
Scouts and Boy Scouts and Explorers, 
Scouting is changing their lives, and it 
is changing their lives for the better. 

We have all heard the 12 points of the 
Scout law. That is a compass for the 
youth of America today, when they are 
faced with tough decisions, to look at 
those 12 points and remind themselves 
that a Scout is trustworthy, loyal, 
helpful, friendly, courteous, kind, obe-
dient, cheerful, thrifty, brave, clean, 
and reverent. Those 12 points of the 
Scout law are a compass for them to 
live their life and make the right deci-
sions. 

b 1800 

Many cases I referred to the first 
three words of the Scout Oath, and we 
can’t talk about them enough, those 
first three words, ‘‘on my honor.’’ That 
is so important today for our youth to 
have a compass, to understand what 
honor is, and Scouting introduces them 
to that. 

But I will also tell you what Scout-
ing is. It is young men, young boys 
having fun outdoors. Some say today 
the problem with youth in America is 
they have and they suffer from nature 
deficit disorder: They don’t get outside 
enough; they don’t know how to play 
outdoors; they are stuck with their 
electronic devices. 

Well, Scouting gets the youth of 
America outside. It is healthy. They 
get to enjoy themselves, learn all kinds 
of skills, but just the friendships that 
they get within Scouting that, over a 
lifetime, will help them as they become 
the future leaders of America. 

There are a disproportionate number 
of leaders in America today who were 
Scouts and, in fact, Eagle Scouts. 
Today, in President Trump’s Cabinet, 
we are honored as a country to have 
four Eagle Scouts: Eagle Scout Rex 
Tillerson, Secretary of State; Eagle 
Scout Rick Perry, Secretary of Energy; 
Eagle Scout Jeff Sessions, our current 
Attorney General; and Eagle Scout, 
Ryan Zinke, our Secretary of the Inte-
rior. 

I will tell you, in most of their cases, 
they would identify Scouting as a 
major part of them growing up and, 
maybe they didn’t know it at the time, 
but giving them the life skills that 
have served them to the point today 
they are serving our Nation. 

We have 27 Members in the bipartisan 
Scouting Caucus; many, but not all, 
are Eagle Scouts. I think all of us are 
proud to talk about our past as an 
Eagle Scout, but we also remind peo-
ple, to this day, we are Eagle Scouts. 

Once a year, our Chief Scout Execu-
tive, Mike Surbaugh, comes to Wash-
ington, D.C., to present a report on the 
status of Scouting in the Nation today. 
We have a great reception for our Chief 
Scout Executive once a year to wel-
come him and Scouts from around the 
country as they present to us the sta-
tus of Scouting in America today. 

I would be remiss if I didn’t recognize 
the last four presidents of the Boy 
Scouts of America. Our current presi-
dent, Randall Stephenson, is the cur-
rent CEO of AT&T. He followed Bob 
Gates, who was our Secretary of De-
fense; Wayne Perry, the vice chairman 
of AT&T; and our own Secretary of 
State, Rex Tillerson, when he was CEO 
of Exxon, was the president of the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

So I think all of us today understand 
the importance of Scouting in our lives 
and, in many cases, just reflect back on 
the fun that we had as young kids and 
young adults. 

Once every 4 years, all the Scouts in 
America gather, with some from 
around the world as well, at our na-
tional Scout jamboree. We currently 
have a permanent Scout High Adven-
ture site in West Virginia at the Sum-
mit. 

Eagle Scout PETE SESSIONS and I, as 
well as others, 4 years ago, went to the 
Summit. And you know what? We just 
had fun. We went down the zip line. We 
went on some of the other obstacle 
courses. Even as adults, it was reliving 
our youth. And we intend to go back 
later in July for, every 4 years, as I 
said, they have the national Scout jam-
boree. Somewhere in the neighborhood 
of 40,000 Scouts from around the United 
States will gather for approximately 1 
week and just have a lot of fun, get to 
meet others from around the country. 

So that is what Scouting is. I can’t 
think of a more healthy activity for 
young men to be involved in, and, I 
think, in many cases, certainly, the 
moms of this world understand the im-
portant values that their sons are get-
ting, as well as the dads. 

I can just tell you, I am happy to 
stay involved in Scouting. As the co- 
chair of the Eagle Scout Caucus, I am 
proud to remind people I am today an 
Eagle Scout. And we also have fun 
shaking hands with our left hand. 
That’s how Scouts do it, the hand clos-
est to our heart. 

I was with our Secretary of State in 
Alaska a week ago and went to intro-
duce myself. He put out his right hand 
to shake hands, as adults do, and I said: 
‘‘No, sir, Mr. Secretary. As one Eagle 
Scout to another, we are going to 
shake hands the right way, with our 
left hands.’’ He got a big smile on his 
face because he knew exactly what I 
was talking about. 

So Eagle Scout PETE SESSIONS, I 
want to thank you for giving me the 
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