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seeing private physicians and gath-
ering evidence to support the very
claim that is being denied, this piece of
legislation should make sense with
that.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I thank everyone
involved with this. I urge my col-
leagues to support this piece of legisla-
tion, H.R. 1725.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
wholeheartedly endorse this bill.

Mr. WALZ, Sergeant Major Walz,
speaks with great passion about it. He
has the Mayo Clinic in his district. I
can’t imagine an evaluation at the
Mayo Clinic by physicians there
wouldn’t be adequate for the VA.

I wholeheartedly support this bill,
H.R. 1725, as amended. I urge all Mem-
bers to also support it.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1725, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘“‘A bill to direct the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to submit
certain reports relating to medical evi-
dence submitted in support of claims
for benefits under the laws adminis-
tered by the Secretary.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————

VETERANS’ COMPENSATION COST-
OF-LIVING ADJUSTMENT ACT OF
2017

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1329) to increase, effective as
of December 1, 2017, the rates of com-
pensation for veterans with service-
connected disabilities and the rates of
dependency and indemnity compensa-
tion for the survivors of certain dis-
abled veterans, to amend title 38,
United States Code, to improve the
United States Court of Appeals for Vet-
erans Claims, to improve the proc-
essing of claims by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1329

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans’ Com-
pensation Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act of
20177,

SEC. 2. INCREASE IN RATES OF DISABILITY COM-
PENSATION AND DEPENDENCY AND
INDEMNITY COMPENSATION.

(a) RATE ADJUSTMENT.—Effective on Decem-
ber 1, 2017, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall increase, in accordance with subsection
(c), the dollar amounts in effect on November 30,
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2017, for the payment of disability compensation
and dependency and indemnity compensation
under the provisions specified in subsection (b).

(b) AMOUNTS TO BE INCREASED.—The dollar
amounts to be increased pursuant to subsection
(a) are the following:

(1) WARTIME DISABILITY COMPENSATION.—
Each of the dollar amounts under section 1114
of title 38, United States Code.

(2) ADDITIONAL COMPENSATION FOR DEPEND-
ENTS.—Each of the dollar amounts under sec-
tion 1115(1) of such title.

(3) CLOTHING ALLOWANCE.—The dollar amount
under section 1162 of such title.

(4) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO SURVIVING SPOUSE.—Each of the dollar
amounts under subsections (a) through (d) of
section 1311 of such title.

(5) DEPENDENCY AND INDEMNITY COMPENSA-
TION TO CHILDREN.—Each of the dollar amounts
under sections 1313(a) and 1314 of such title.

(c) DETERMINATION OF INCREASE.—Each dol-
lar amount described in subsection (b) shall be
increased by the same percentage as the per-
centage by which benefit amounts payable
under title II of the Social Security Act (42
U.S.C. 401 et seq.) are increased effective Decem-
ber 1, 2017, as a result of a determination under
section 215(i) of such Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)).

(d) SPECIAL RULE.—The Secretary of Veterans
Affairs may adjust administratively, consistent
with the increases made under subsection (a),
the rates of disability compensation payable to
persons under section 10 of Public Law 85-857
(72 Stat. 1263) who have not received compensa-
tion under chapter 11 of title 38, United States
Code.

SEC. 3. PUBLICATION OF ADJUSTED RATES.

The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall pub-
lish in the Federal Register the amounts speci-
fied in section 2(b), as increased under that sec-
tion, not later than the date on which the mat-
ters specified in section 215(i)(2)(D) of the Social
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 415(i)(2)(D)) are required
to be published by reason of a determination
made under section 215(i) of such Act during fis-
cal year 2018.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
ask that all Members have b legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and to insert extraneous
material in the RECORD on H.R. 1329, as
amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

H.R. 1329, as amended, is one of the
most important bills the House will
take up this year. This bill will help
ensure that the benefits paid to vet-
erans who are disabled as a result of
their military service do not lose value
because of inflation. H.R. 1329, as
amended, authorizes a cost-of-living in-
crease for veterans and their families
next year as long as Social Security re-
cipients receive an increase.

We pass this bill every year, and it
has always enjoyed wide, bipartisan
support. This year’s bill was introduced
by the Subcommittee on Disability As-
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sistance and Memorial Affairs Chair-
man BOST and Ranking Member ESTY.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
1329, as amended, and help disabled vet-
erans and their families keep up with
the rate of inflation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I rise to support H.R. 1329, as amend-
ed. The Veterans’ Compensation Cost-
of-Living Adjustment Act provides a 1-
year cost-of-living adjustment for the
rate of compensation for veterans with
service-connected disabilities as well
as the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for survivors.

As most of us know, this adjustment
is tied directly to the rates of increase
in Social Security benefits. Disability
payments are vital to the economic
well-being of most veterans, and that
support should never be eroded by in-
flation. This bill ensures that does not
happen.

I thank Chairman ROE for bringing
the bill to us in a totally bipartisan
process, and the Subcommittee on Dis-
ability Assistance and Memorial Af-
fairs, as always.

The names of Chairman BOST and
Ranking Member ESTY have been
brought up a lot today. It says some-
thing about it. They are tackling
issues that have lasted years. They are
bringing up important issues that are
going to impact the well-being of vet-
erans. You heard them both say it.
They did so in a bipartisan manner
that I think serves the reputation of
this House well. We sorely need more
true bipartisan problem solving like
this.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BOST), the chairman of the
Subcommittee on Disability Assistance
and Memorial Affairs, Chairman BOST.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
in support of H.R. 1329, the Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act of 2017. This bill should be a
top priority for all of us this year. H.R.
1329 should ensure that the veterans re-
ceive a cost-of-living increase next
year if Social Security recipients get
one.

We all know that the price keeps
going up and that if veterans’ benefits
don’t keep pace, veterans and their
families may have a hard time paying
for basic necessities like food, shelter,
and clothing. This bill is extremely im-
portant to our Nation’s veterans. I ask
all Members to support it.

I want to thank the ranking member
of the Subcommittee on Disability As-
sistance and Memorial Affairs, Ms.
EsTY, for her support of this legisla-
tion. I urge my colleagues, all, also to
support H.R. 1329.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker. 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
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Florida (Mr. BILIRAKIS), the vice chair-
man of our committee.
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Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, this
truly is a bipartisan committee under
the able leadership of Chairman ROE
and Ranking Member WALZ.

Again, I am proud to serve on this
committee.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 1329, the Veterans’ Compensa-
tion Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act.
Passage of this bill gives our Nation’s
veterans the same cost-of-living ad-
justment as those receiving benefits
through Social Security.

These brave men and women have
sacrificed so much for the freedoms and
liberties we enjoy on a daily basis. As
a grateful nation, we must ensure that
those who put themselves in harm’s
way are able to receive the benefits
they have earned and deserve. Pro-
viding for our Nation’s true American
heroes is not a partisan issue, but sim-
ply the right thing to do.

Mr. Speaker, approximately 1.6 mil-
lion veterans reside in the great State
of Florida, where so many veterans call
home after serving in the military. As
vice chairman of the House Veterans’
Affairs Committee, I am so very proud
that Florida is considered one of the
most veteran friendly States across the
country.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
league, Representative MIKE BOST from
Indiana, for introducing this very im-
portant piece of legislation.

As a cosponsor of H.R. 1329, I urge all
of my colleagues to support our Na-
tion’s heroes and pass the Veterans’
Compensation Cost-of-Living Adjust-
ment Act.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Maine (Mr. POLIQUIN), my good friend
and a member of our committee.

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the chairman very much for this oppor-
tunity to speak on behalf of H.R. 1329,
and I salute Congressman BOST from I1-
linois and Congresswoman ESTY from
the great State of Connecticut for their
great work in a bipartisan fashion to
help our heroes.

I think, Mr. Speaker, it was our first
Commander in Chief, George Wash-
ington, who said, in effect, that we can
never expect our young men and
women to step forward and serve our
country in uniform unless and until we
make sure we take care of those who
have already returned from the battle-
field.

Now, in the State of Maine, Mr.
Speaker, we love our veterans. We have
about 125,000 of our heroes in our State
of Maine, more than half of whom are
in the rural part of our State, the Sec-
ond Congressional District of Maine,
that I am honored to represent.

I think it is a great idea and about
time that we make sure that we come
before the American people, Repub-
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licans and Democrats together, to
make sure that our veterans receive a
cost-of-living adjustment—those who
have been disabled—as a result of their
service for our country.

Mr. Speaker, I ask all Republicans
and Democrats on this committee and
in this body to please support H.R. 1329.
It is the right thing to do, to give a
cost-of-living increase to our veterans.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I urge my colleagues to support H.R.
1329. But as we get ready to close on
the final piece of seven pieces of legis-
lation, some that have taken years,
that have included diverse groups com-
ing together to try to find solutions,
you are seeing today all seven of these
bills are going to pass this House. They
are going to pass with overwhelmingly,
if not unanimous, bipartisan support.

I have stood on this floor and have
expressed my displeasure and my dis-
comfort when we don’t work together.
Today it is one of those pleasures to
stand here and say this is what the
American people expect, and this is the
hard work that needs to be done. That
kind of thing does not happen by
chance. It usually takes one person
standing at the middle of that in lead-
ership to make it happen.

I would like to thank my friend and
colleague, our chairman of the com-
mittee, the gentleman from Tennessee
(Mr. ROE), for ensuring that veterans
come before politics, veterans come be-
fore partisan differences, and that vet-
erans legislation can be done together
in a bipartisan manner. So, I thank
him for that and encourage support of
all of these pieces of legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

I want to thank my good friend, Ser-
geant Major WALZ for his kind words.

Certainly, what we try to do on the
Veterans’ Affairs Committee is leave
Republican and Democrat at the door
of the committee room and go and do
the work of the veterans for what is
best for them. It is a true pleasure and
honor, if you have ever attended one of
our meetings, to see that and to see the
effort of all Members. And you can see
here today, with seven important
pieces of legislation passed, it will help
improve the lives of our veterans.

I know, for me, that this time of the
year—and I feel sure that my friends
on the other side of the aisle feel the
same way—is one of the most difficult
times of the year. It is Memorial Day.
And I don’t think we need to forget,
this coming Monday, what that means.
It is for all of those who didn’t make it
home who protected this great coun-
try.

I know, myself, I get some guilt this
time of year. I was a drafted soldier, as
many of us were. I served my time in
1973 and 1974 in Korea, just south of the
DMZ. Many of my friends didn’t make
it home from Vietnam. I still feel for
them and their families.
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I know every Memorial Day, when I
attend a service for veterans, it is dif-
ficult for me to get through that day
because I got to come home, as all of us
here who are serving did. We got to
raise our children and see our grand-
children be born. These men and
women who died in Vietnam and other
wars didn’t get to do that, as young
people are doing today. So I can’t
thank, enough, the veterans of this
great Nation who serve us every day
and keep us free.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage all Mem-
bers to support H.R. 1329, as amended,
and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 1329, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘‘A bill to increase, effective
as of December 1, 2017, the rates of
compensation for veterans with serv-
ice-connected disabilities and the rates
of dependency and indemnity com-
pensation for the survivors of certain
disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PROTECTING THE RIGHTS OF INDI-
VIDUALS AGAINST TECHNO-
LOGICAL EXPLOITATION ACT

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2052) to amend the Uniform Code
of Military Justice to prohibit the
wrongful broadcast or distribution of
intimate visual images.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2052

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting
the Rights of IndiViduals Against Techno-
logical Exploitation Act’ or the “PRIVATE
Act”.

SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON WRONGFUL BROADCAST
OR DISTRIBUTION OF INTIMATE VIS-
UAL IMAGES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—Subchapter X of chapter
47 of title 10, United States Code, is amended
by inserting after section 917 (article 117 of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice) the
following new section (article):

“§917a. Art. 117a. Wrongful broadcast or dis-
tribution of intimate visual images

‘‘(a) PROHIBITION.—Any person subject to
this chapter who—

‘(1) knowingly and wrongfully broadcasts
or distributes an intimate visual image of a
private area of another person who—

““(A) is at least 18 years of age at the time
the intimate visual image was created;

‘(B) is identifiable from the image itself or
from information displayed in connection
with the image; and
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