
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4432 May 23, 2017 
Philadelphia live in what you call mid-
dle neighborhoods. Middle neighbor-
hoods are neighborhoods caught be-
tween bust and boom, neighborhoods 
that are doing well enough. 

Our neighborhoods compete for peo-
ple. My district has a poverty rate of 28 
percent. Mr. President, now is not the 
time to make deep cuts to programs 
our neighbors rely on while calling for 
massive tax cuts for the rich. 

Instead, we need to make invest-
ments in food policy, social safety net, 
education policy, and make access to 
capital and credit. Our communities 
have too much to lose. Together we 
will build stronger neighborhoods, 
block by block. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). Members are reminded to ad-
dress all comments to the Chair, not to 
other Members or to the President. 

f 

HONORING THOSE WHO DIED FOR 
OUR FREEDOM 

(Mr. SMUCKER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SMUCKER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor and remember those 
who fought and died for our freedom, to 
thank the brave men and women who 
today defend our freedom, and to rec-
ognize the sacrifice of all their fami-
lies. 

Pennsylvania has produced some of 
the greatest examples of valor and 
bravery the world has ever seen. It is 
home to pivotal moments in American 
history, like Gettysburg, Valley Forge, 
and the Battle of Lake Erie. Penn-
sylvania’s sons have stormed the 
beaches of Normandy. They have liber-
ated the oppressed from fascism and 
communism, and they have sought out 
terror in the depths of Afghanistan and 
Iraq in order to protect our way of life. 

Memorial Day is coming up this 
weekend. We will all enjoy time with 
our families and friends, but we must 
always remember that is only possible 
because of the brave men and women 
who gave what Abraham Lincoln called 
the ‘‘last full measure of devotion,’’ 
and those who protect us today. 

f 

THE UNAFFORDABLE 
HEALTHCARE BILL 

(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 
New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, currently a panel of 
Republican Senators are deciding the 
fate of millions of American women’s 
healthcare. Tragically, their starting 
point is the House-passed bill that 
would force new moms on Medicaid to 
return to work right after birth, reduce 
women’s access to copays for contra-
ception, weaken protections for pre-
existing conditions like pregnancy, and 
eliminate the guarantee of essential 
health benefits that provides services 
like mammograms and cervical cancer 
screenings, services that save lives. 

All of these measures hurt women— 
and only women—and will do enormous 
harm to the health and well-being of 
women from childhood to old age. It is 
an outrage and a gross injustice when 
women are treated so unequally with 
such gross disparity and such total dis-
regard for their lives and well-being. 

It is one more powerful reason why 
this Congress should pass and send to 
the States to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment, declaring in no uncertain 
terms that women are entitled to equal 
rights, equal justice, equal treatment, 
equal protection under the law, and 
that means equal treatment in 
healthcare. In this country, it is time, 
at long last, for equal to mean just 
that, equal. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER JO-ANN 
BURDIAN 

(Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today with much admi-
ration and respect for Commander Jo- 
Ann Burdian of the United States 
Coast Guard. 

Commander Burdian’s tenure in the 
House of Representatives as a congres-
sional liaison for the United States 
Coast Guard is coming to an end. She 
is on her second tour of duty, 3 years 
each, for a total of 6 years. During her 
tenure in the House of Representatives, 
we have seen unprecedented growth 
and change in the mission of the 
United States Coast Guard. It has be-
come somewhat of a Swiss Army knife 
of an agency, of a command, covering 
everything from oil spills to homeland 
security, 9/11, alien interdiction, drug 
interdiction, defense missions, mari-
time security, and many other impor-
tant missions around the world. 

Commander Burdian has fostered in-
credible relationships with Members, 
staff, and oversight committees and 
done a fantastic job for both sides of 
the aisle, including assisting in the 
passage of two major Coast Guard au-
thorization bills, three appropriations 
bills, full funding of the Offshore Pa-
trol Cutter, the Fast Response Cutter, 
the National Security Cutter, and help-
ing to secure $150 million in the FY17 
budget to progress polar icebreaker ca-
pabilities for the United States. 

Commander Burdian’s hard work and 
efforts for the House of Representa-
tives were rewarded with her appoint-
ment to chief of response for Sector 
Puget Sound. I want to commend her 
and her family for incredible service to 
the United States. 

f 

MAY IS FOSTER CARE MONTH 

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize May as National 
Foster Care Month. 

In Michigan, there are nearly 14,000 
children in foster care and more than 
400,000 children nationwide all in need 
of love and support. Studies have 
shown the majority of children in fos-
ter care are affected by mental health 
issues and often lack access to the help 
they need. We need to push for access 
to services to support these vulnerable 
children to avoid serious risks in the 
future. 

I encourage my colleagues to con-
tinue working together in a bipartisan 
manner to address the needs of our fos-
ter care system. I also want to thank 
KAREN BASS for raising awareness on 
the critical needs facing foster youth 
through the Congressional Caucus on 
Foster Youth. During this month and 
beyond, let us celebrate foster parents 
and caregivers and recommit to ensur-
ing every child has a permanent, safe, 
and loving family. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF YODELL 
BILLAH 

(Mr. O’HALLERAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay my respects to Yodell 
Billah, who passed away earlier this 
month at the age of 97. Mr. Billah was 
a Navajo code talker and World War II 
Army veteran, fighting against the 
Germans in Italy until their surrender 
in 1945. His heroic actions and the work 
of our code talkers saved the lives of 
innumerable soldiers and civilians. 

For his service, he was awarded the 
American Defense Service Medal, 
American Campaign Medal, and the 
European African Middle East Cam-
paign Medal. 

We can never repay the debts that we 
owe Mr. Billah, code talkers from all 
our Tribal Nations, and our veterans, 
but I am proud and humbled to stand 
before you today to bring attention to 
his service and honor his legacy. 

Mr. Billah will forever be remem-
bered as an active member of his com-
munity, a loving father, a grandfather, 
and, above all, a hero. 

f 

WE MUST RESPOND TO THE GLOB-
AL CRISIS OF HUNGER AND 
FAMINE 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, 20 mil-
lion people in South Sudan, Somalia, 
Yemen, and Nigeria are on the brink of 
famine. We saw this coming. The warn-
ing signs were there long before Janu-
ary of this year. 

I am so proud that Republicans and 
Democrats joined together to include 
an additional $1 billion in the FY 2017 
omnibus bill to address these famines. 

Our citizens and our farmers have al-
ways been generous in times of such 
grave need. They know that we have to 
protect children from hunger and the 
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violence of war. They know that we 
need to support diplomacy and develop-
ment to avoid future catastrophes. 

Our united effort must continue in 
FY 2018, but the President’s budget 
eliminates the Food for Peace and the 
McGovern-Dole programs, and reduces 
funding for disaster assistance. I only 
hope President Trump and Secretary 
Tillerson will come to their senses. We 
must not stand by and watch millions 
of children and families literally starve 
to death. We must act, and we must 
lead. 

f 

BUDGETS ARE ABOUT PRIORITIES 

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, today 
the President put forth his budget pro-
posal. The budget includes roughly $2.5 
trillion in cuts to programs that help 
struggling families and elderly and dis-
abled people afford the basics, like put-
ting food on the table, keeping a roof 
over their heads, and affording 
healthcare. 

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, SNAP, would be cut by 
$192 billion over the next decade. Med-
icaid, the health program for the poor, 
would be cut by $800 billion. TANF, 
Temporary Assistance for Needy Fami-
lies, would be cut by $21 billion. In 2014, 
20 percent of the population of my dis-
trict, the Virgin Islands, received 
SNAP. SNAP feeds primarily poor chil-
dren. In 2013, 19 percent of Virgin Is-
lands’ children were covered under 
Medicaid. Another 27 percent went 
without any health coverage at all. 

Mr. Speaker, budgets are about prior-
ities. Unfortunately, our President’s 
priorities are clear: more tax cuts for 
the wealthy taking precedence over en-
suring that poor children have enough 
to eat, that people with physical and 
mental disabilities can make ends 
meet, and that low- and moderate-in-
come Americans have access to 
healthcare. The budget would make in-
equality and poverty significantly 
worse, while allowing deficits, when 
honestly measured, to soar. Mr. Speak-
er, we must reject this budget. 

f 

HONORING THE HEROES OF OUR 
ARMED FORCES 

(Mr. YODER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today ahead of Memorial Day next 
week to honor the heroes of our Armed 
Forces who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice and service to our Nation and 
to thank their fellow soldiers, sailors, 
airmen, and marines who were blessed 
to make it back home to their loved 
ones. 

From the Revolutionary War through 
the war on terror, more than 1.3 mil-
lion Americans have given their lives 
protecting our freedoms. Today, Con-

gress is honoring those lost by passing 
several bills to help protect our sur-
viving veterans and ensure they are 
treated with the dignity and respect 
they have earned. Our bills will ensure 
that the VA medical centers are meet-
ing compliance requirements, help vet-
erans have better access to nursing 
home care, increase the rates for vet-
erans’ compensation for service-con-
nected disabilities, and more. 

Mr. Speaker, I can think of no better 
way to celebrate Memorial Day and 
honor the memory of those lost than 
by helping our Nation’s veterans, who 
have sacrificed so much to help keep 
America safe. I urge all of my col-
leagues to support these measures 
today and our veterans each and every 
day. 

f 

BIG TALK AND BROKEN PROMISES 

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, today we 
have a new Trump budget and more 
broken promises. If you recall on May 
7, 2015, the President said: ‘‘I was the 
first and only potential GOP candidate 
to state there will be no cuts to Social 
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid.’’ 

Broken promise number one. His 
budget cuts Medicaid, it cuts Medicare, 
it cuts Social Security. 

In The Washington Post on January 
15, 2017, the President said: ‘‘We are 
going to have insurance for everybody. 
Much less expensive and much better.’’ 

This broken promise number two is 
that he cuts $1.4 trillion out of 
healthcare and covers 24 million less 
people, jacking up insurance rates for 
countless others. 

Broken promise number three to the 
Farm Bureau at ag.com on April 24, 
2017: ‘‘I support a strong safety net for 
our Nation’s farmers.’’ Yet he cuts $50 
billion over 10 years from farm sub-
sidies, including critical citrus green-
ing research dollars for central Florida, 
where I represent. 

Then on September 28, 2016, The 
Washington Times, he says: ‘‘I will be 
the greatest President for jobs that 
God’s ever created.’’ He is cutting the 
National Institutes of Health, critical 
research dollars by $5.8 billion, cutting 
NASA by $200 million, cutting National 
Science Foundation by $776 million. We 
see big talk and broken promises. 

f 

b 1230 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 953, REDUCING REGU-
LATORY BURDENS ACT OF 2017 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 348 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 348 
Resolved, That at any time after adoption 

of this resolution the Speaker may, pursuant 

to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 953) to amend 
the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and 
Rodenticide Act and the Federal Water Pol-
lution Control Act to clarify Congressional 
intent regarding the regulation of the use of 
pesticides in or near navigable waters, and 
for other purposes. The first reading of the 
bill shall be dispensed with. All points of 
order against consideration of the bill are 
waived. General debate shall be confined to 
the bill and shall not exceed one hour equal-
ly divided and controlled by the chair and 
ranking minority member of the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. After 
general debate the bill shall be considered 
for amendment under the five-minute rule. It 
shall be in order to consider as an original 
bill for the purpose of amendment under the 
five-minute rule an amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 115-21. That amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute shall be 
considered as read. All points of order 
against that amendment in the nature of a 
substitute are waived. No amendment to 
that amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute shall be in order except those printed 
in the report of the Committee on Rules ac-
companying this resolution. Each such 
amendment may be offered only in the order 
printed in the report, may be offered only by 
a Member designated in the report, shall be 
considered as read, shall be debatable for the 
time specified in the report equally divided 
and controlled by the proponent and an op-
ponent, shall not be subject to amendment, 
and shall not be subject to a demand for divi-
sion of the question in the House or in the 
Committee of the Whole. All points of order 
against such amendments are waived. At the 
conclusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. Any Mem-
ber may demand a separate vote in the 
House on any amendment adopted in the 
Committee of the Whole to the bill or to the 
amendment in the nature of a substitute 
made in order as original text. The previous 
question shall be considered as ordered on 
the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Georgia is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), 
pending which I yield myself such time 
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I found 

myself listening to the Reading Clerk 
as he read through the rule. It is a fair-
ly straightforward rule, but it sounded 
pretty complicated as he was going 
through it. And I am reminded that 
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