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for Public Service Training and Development
for a term of six years.
Sincerely,
NANCY PELOSI,
Democratic Leader.

————

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield to
the gentleman from California (Mr.
McCARTHY) for the purpose of the ma-
jority leader telling us in-depth the
schedule for the weeks to come.

(Mr. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House
will meet at 10 a.m. for morning hour
and 2 p.m. for legislative business.
Votes will be postponed until 6:30. On
Tuesday and Wednesday, the House
will meet at 10 a.m. for morning hour
and noon for legislative business. On
Thursday, the House will meet at 9
a.m. for legislative business. Last votes
of the week are expected no later than
3 p.m. On Friday, no votes are expected
in the House.

Mr. Speaker, the House will consider
a number of suspensions next week, a
complete list of which will be an-
nounced by close of business today.
This list will include a series of bills to
honor our Nation’s veterans.

With Memorial Day around the cor-
ner, it is important for this House to
show our appreciation to those who
have defended our freedoms, especially
the men and women who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in defense of our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, next week in the House
is Combating Human Trafficking and
Child Protection Week.

In addition to a series of suspensions,
the House will consider H.R. 1973, the
Protecting Young Victims from Sexual
Abuse Act, sponsored by Representa-
tive SUSAN BROOKS. This bill would re-
quire prompt reporting of suspected
cases of abuse, as well as implementa-
tion of procedures for addressing such
allegations.

We will also consider H.R. 1761, the
Protecting Against Child Exploitation
Act, sponsored by Representative MIKE
JOHNSON. This bill would protect vic-
tims of sexual abuse by ensuring that
predators who send explicit content are
subject to appropriate punishment.

Mr. Speaker, human trafficking is an
incredibly serious issue in our Nation.
With the passage of these bipartisan
bills, we will show our continued com-
mitment to ending this modern-day
form of slavery, while supporting and
assisting all survivors.

Now, lastly, Mr. Speaker, the House
will consider H.R. 953, the Reducing
Regulatory Burdens Act, sponsored by
Representative BoB GIBBS. My district
is home to many hardworking farmers,
so I know this issue quite well. This
bill will reduce red tape that makes it
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more costly for farmers to protect
their crops and our Nation’s food sup-
ply.

In addition, the CDC reports that
there are still 119 cases of individuals
with Zika in the United States and 495
cases in U.S. territories. With the sum-
mer season approaching, this bill will
ensure we can use pesticides to control
mosquitos.

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I want to take
a moment to thank a true public serv-
ant. Next week, Brian Cooper will re-
tire from the House Parliamentarian’s
Office after 35 years on Capitol Hill.

Brian is a professional in every sense
of the word. Much of his work is done
behind the scenes, but it has not gone
unnoticed. From timekeeping to proc-
essing bills, to preparing for joint ses-
sions, Brian has made sure this body
works in an orderly and fair way. It is
my understanding that even my prede-
cessor, Bill Thomas, could not chal-
lenge Brian’s timekeeping.

On behalf of all those on this side of
the aisle, we wish you well in your re-
tirement, Brian, and from a very grate-
ful nation for your service. I am sure
you are ready to trade late nights on
this floor for late nights watching the
Orioles play baseball.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from California for
those remarks.

I want to join him in thanking our
colleague, Brian Cooper. I am not sure,
Brian, that I adopt the sentiments of
the majority leader with respect to
what Mr. Thomas could and could not
do. Apparently he chose not to, and
that is good.

But, Brian Cooper, we want to thank
you for three and a half decades of
service to this House; three and a half
decades of service to this House in a
role that most people, including Mem-
bers of this House, would not recognize,
but that is critically important to the
good management and flow of the peo-
ple’s business through this House.

As the majority leader referenced, he
will continue to root for the Baltimore
Orioles because he is from Baltimore.
He is a Marylander, and we are very
proud of him. I want to thank him for
his service and wish him the very best
in the days ahead.

I now will go to the schedule.
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By law, under the Budget Control
Act, a budget is supposed to be brought
to this floor on April 15. The majority
leader would quickly observe that nei-
ther Democrats nor Republicans have
always met that deadline. However, we
are unusually late in the budget proc-
ess, in my view, and despite months of
promising to return to regular order,
we have not yet done so as it relates to
the budget, and the budget has not
been marked up in committee, Mr.
Speaker.

Monday marked the statutory date
by which the Appropriations Com-
mittee no longer has to wait to bring
bills to the floor of the House because
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the majority has failed to meet its ob-
ligation to pass a budget on time.

Now, again, I want to quickly note
that both parties have failed to meet
that deadline in times past, but I can-
not remember us being as late in the
session in getting to the appropriations
process, because there really has been
no direction from the administration
as to what their budget priorities
should be, would be, other than the so-
called ‘‘skinny budget’” that was sent
down, which, in my view, almost every
Member of Congress thought was a to-
tally unrealistic, unadoptable, and un-
worthy budget priority document; and
if it were to be adopted, the security of
the United States, both abroad and at
home, would be put at substantial risk.

So, Mr. Majority Leader, can you
provide some indication? I know it is
not on the floor next week.

And I want to say that I join with the
majority leader. The issue of human
trafficking is one of the critical issues
that confronts us, as a country, and the
global community. It puts millions of
young women and young men at risk—
and not so young men and women at
risk—on a daily basis. It is appropriate
that we deal with this issue. Hopefully,
we will deal with it, as the majority
leader said, in a bipartisan fashion and
that we will produce more effective
ways to stop and to hold accountable
those who put human beings at risk by
human slavery.

But can the gentleman tell me when
the Budget Committee will mark up a
budget and when we will have such a
budget considered on the floor?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank my friend for yielding.

As my friend knows, we do expect to
receive the formal budget request from
the President next week, which, as my
friend also knows, is common for the
first year of a new administration.

Now, as the gentleman said, maybe
this is later, but this is the latest in
the history of America that any Presi-
dent has had to wait for a Cabinet,
which is always helpful. He still has
many more positions to be filled and
confirmed, and as that progresses, 1
think actions will be able to move for-
ward even faster.

But, as is tradition, the Budget Com-
mittee has announced its intention to
host OMB Director Mick Mulvaney, as
the gentleman knows, a former col-
league here, to answer questions Mem-
bers may have about the President’s
budget request following its release.
This will kick off the regular order
process of the committee work on
crafting an FY 2018 budget resolution.

Likewise, with appropriations, the
committee is looking forward to mark-
ing up bills through regular order.
Now, as soon as action is scheduled for
the floor, the gentleman will know
that I will notify all Members.

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman.

With respect to the appropriations
process, as the gentleman knows, there
are 12 discrete appropriation bills deal-
ing with national security and domes-
tic spending. Can the gentleman tell
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me whether or not we still intend to
consider, on a timely basis, discretely,
that is, one at a time, the 12 appropria-
tion bills?

I don’t think any of them have been
marked up as of this point in time. Ob-
viously, not having a budget would pre-
clude that from happening. I under-
stand that. But, as the gentleman
knows and I know from experience of
serving on the appropriations process,
frankly, it was at the beginning of this
month, historically, that we would
start to mark up appropriation bills,
with the intent to use much of June
and July for the purposes of passing ap-
propriations bills so that we might
send them to the Senate for consider-
ation and have some chance of getting
them done prior to the expiration of
the fiscal year on September 30.

Does the gentleman anticipate that
we will be considering separately the 12
appropriation bills between now and
the August break?

I yield to my friend.

Mr. McCCARTHY. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding.

The gentleman will be happy to know
that Appropriations has already held 47
hearings dealing with FY 2018, so, as we
receive the President’s budget and are
able to ask questions of the OMB Di-
rector, we will continue to move for-
ward. But it is our intention always to
go through regular order and, in all
cases, if possible, individually, down
onto the floor.

Mr. HOYER. Well, I hope that we do,
in fact, get that done.

Now, Mr. Leader, I was shocked yes-
terday to learn that the process that,
from my perspective and our side’s per-
spective, was extraordinarily acceler-
ated, undermining the opportunity for
careful and thorough consideration,
the bill that is known as the American
Health Care Act, or otherwise known
as the bill to attempt to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act. That bill, as the
gentleman knows, was introduced on
March 6. It had not a single hearing
and was marked up less than 2 full days
later in the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, on March 8. It was marked up
on March 8 and 9 in the Energy and
Commerce Committee, in the Budget
Committee on March 16, in the Rules
Committee on March 22, and brought
to the floor with a CBO score on March
23. In other words, in my view, Mr.
Speaker, it moved so quickly that no
one could have given it thoughtful con-
sideration. In fact, Mr. Speaker, on
March 24, that bill was brought to the
floor, was subjected to some debate,
and then was pulled. The judgment was
made that, apparently, it was not
ready for prime time.

That bill was then brought back to
the floor some 2-plus weeks, about 2
weeks later, on Thursday, May 4 of this
year. It was passed on a Thursday, not-
withstanding the fact it had not been
noted for consideration on Thursday at
the beginning of the week or in the
week prior. It passed on a vote of 217-
213, with a significant number of Re-
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publicans voting against it and a sig-
nificant number of Republicans who
voted for it saying ‘‘no, I haven’t read
the bill” in response to inquiries from
the press.

That afternoon, Mr. Speaker, there
were buses out in front of the Capitol
to take my Republican colleagues down
to the White House to cheer its pas-
sage, an accomplishment of what our
Republican colleagues had pledged for 6
years.

Mr. Speaker, you can imagine my
shock, chagrin, and surprise when I
learned yesterday that bill has not
gone to the Senate. Apparently, it has
gone from one chair to maybe the
other chair in the desks before me. It
has been held, Mr. Speaker. It has been
held because there was no CBO score to
ensure that, in fact, it complied with
the rules.

A lot of talk about regular order, Mr.
Speaker.

So the bill that was cheered at the
White House and the President saying
“I’m so glad this passed,” apparently,
may not have passed this House in a
form that is consistent with the rules.
And so, my colleagues, I want you to
know that you may think you have
passed the bill, but it is still here 2
weeks later.

I am not sure, Mr. Speaker, why we
couldn’t have waited for a CBO score,
other than the political imperative of
going home and having Members be
able to say, ‘“We passed the bill.”

Well, it is still here, folks. It is still
within the bosom of the House, warmly
embraced, aging, unfortunately, not to
perfection.

And so, Mr. Speaker, I would ask the
majority leader: When might we pass
this bill? Is the bill going to have an-
other hearing? Are we going to wait for
the CBO score? And will another vote
be necessary to, again, confirm the 217-
213 votes?

I will not ask you whether or not you
think you still have 217 votes, but let
me ask you: When might this bill be
considered again on this floor? And
when might this bill go to the United
States Senate, as everybody thought it
had on the 4th of May?

I yield to my friend, the majority
leader, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman for yielding.

I thank him for his long question.

Mr. HOYER. But he got the point, I
am sure.

Mr. MCCARTHY. Let me first answer
the number of points you have made
because I want history to be written
correctly.

First of all, you were shocked. I don’t
know why you were shocked. I thought
you were going to say you were
shocked that that exact same week,
when you read the paper, 94 counties
out of 99 in Iowa would have no
healthcare if ObamaCare continued to
go forward. I thought that would have
shocked you.

Then, when you wanted to put dates
down and talk about hearings, we had
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more than 113 hearings. That is more
than the number of hearings you had
for ObamaCare.

Our bill is less than 150 pages. That is
thousands of pages less than
ObamaCare.

You talk of CBO. You know that CBO
scored this bill, but those eight pages
of amendments you were shocked by.
You shouldn’t be shocked to know the
rules of the House, that you do not
move a bill until the CBO score of
those eight pages is done. That will be
done next week, and we will move it
right along.

But let’s go on further because I do
want history to be written correctly.

We marked up this bill in three sepa-
rate committees, with over 18 hours of
debate in Ways and Means and over 27
hours of debate in Energy and Com-
merce. We debated countless amend-
ments in committees, from both Re-
publicans and Democrats, even the
ones where the Democrats asked that
they change the name to have some
hashtag. We spent hours on that, but
we did that because we believed that
was important to you.

Now, our bill eliminates the many
taxes and mandates of ObamaCare. It
gives patients enhanced tools to take
control of their own healthcare deci-
sions, and it expands choice for Ameri-
cans.

So, yes, I am shocked every day I
read the paper that more Americans
are going to lose their healthcare if
ObamaCare stays where it is or that
people will even pay more, because I
remember the promise the President
made that our premiums would go
down or we could keep our own doctor,
which so many thousands of Americans
found out to be a lie.

So, Mr. Speaker, I understand poli-
tics. I understand the phrases and the
adjectives people can use, but there is
no reason to be shocked that we Kkept
our word of what we would do for the
last 6 years. There is no reason to be
shocked that the American public put
a majority in the House and the Senate
and the Presidency which, I would
argue for the main purpose, that they
want greater choice in their healthcare
system.

So, yes, if I go to Iowa, I go to Ten-
nessee, those 16 counties there that
will no Ilonger have healthcare—or
what about Aetna? You didn’t even
mention them pulling out of Virginia.
You weren’t shocked by that either.

But you know what? Eight pages of
amendments that stayed out there for
everybody to read—not more than
2,000—yes, we will wait until the CBO
finishes scoring the amendments and
send it to the Senate. Yes, we know
what is in those amendments, just as
everybody else had the opportunity to
read them, just as we went through the
Rules Committee.
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So there are lots of things to be
shocked by, but don’t ever be shocked
by: We go by the rules of the House. I
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think you should be shocked by the
number of faces, the number of fami-
lies that will not have healthcare if we
did not act.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we have
had a similar conversation before, and
the majority leader would love to rely
on the hearings that were held before
this bill that we passed was introduced.
The 113 hearings were on the repeal.
This bill, as surely the majority leader
knows and Members who voted on it
know, was not repealed. It does not re-
peal.

Now, it is said that the gentleman is
correct that the insurance industry has
been very badly roiled, and confidence
in the marketplace has been very badly
undermined by this administration
since its first day in office, and badly
undermined by the Republicans’ con-
tinued attempts to repeal, and passage
of repeal legislation that didn’t become
law, and so insurers have, in fact, lost
confidence that the marketplace will
be stable, an absolutely critical compo-
nent of pricing their product correctly.

The administration continues, as
does the House itself and the Repub-
lican leadership in the Senate, to un-
dermine the confidence that there will
be a market. So, yes, Mr. Speaker, the
majority leader is correct. The insur-
ance market is not as stable. But al-
most everybody who speaks to that—
and there is a Los Angeles Times story
today, relatively lengthy on that—in
terms of what steps the administration
has taken from the very beginning,
starting with the IRS, don’t worry
about the mandate. Don’t worry about
the fact you have insurance.

It is like the automobile people say-
ing, don’t worry about having auto-
mobile insurance; there is going to be
no penalty. Well, if that was the case,
I bet you a lot of people would not have
automobile insurance, and if they hit
you, you would be exposed to the ex-
pense yourself.

Now, Mr. Speaker, the majority lead-
er says he wants to follow the rules.
They want to follow regular order, and,
of course, they will do that. My, my,
my.

Mr. Speaker, on May 4 of this month,
why did we not have such a CBO score?

He says we didn’t send it because the
rule will not allow us unless we have a
CBO score.

Frankly, I think there are some addi-
tional reasons because they are not
sure that they are complying with the
Byrd rule in the United States Senate,
and they have got to see. So they may
have to pass this again, to which the
majority leader did not address him-
self.

But there was no reason not to wait
other than politics, other than to have
those buses go down to the Capitol and
cheer one another. They had no idea
what CBO is going to come up with
next week. So they did not wait, con-
sistent with the rules. We should have
had a score when we passed the bill.
But that was not convenient for the
politics of repeal.
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Now, the majority leader, Mr. Speak-
er, has not told me when we are going
to consider that bill again or if we are
going to need to consider that bill
again. And perhaps the honest answer
is the majority leader does not have
that knowledge as to whether he is
going to have to bring that bill to the
floor again because he is going to need
the CBO score to make that determina-
tion. I understand that. And we should
have waited, Mr. Speaker, not rushed
to judgment.

He talks about hearings. There were
no hearings on this bill. One reason
there were no hearings on these bills is
because my Republican colleagues have
been having town meetings, and they
are hearing about the public’s thoughts
about their bill. And some of them are
not having town meetings because they
don’t want to hear any more than they
wanted to have hearings here in the
House to hear what the public thought.

So, Mr. Speaker, I am hoping that
the majority leader will be able to, per-
haps at some point in time in the rel-
atively near future, give us a clear pic-
ture as to when we may either consider
this bill again or when we are going to
send it to the United States Senate;
flawed, though, it may be.

Mr. Speaker, I will be glad to yield to
my friend, the majority leader, if he
would like to say something further. If
not, I will yield back.

Mr. McCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman for yielding.

I am actually shocked. I don’t want
to put words in your mouth, but did
you actually make the argument that
those 94 counties out of 99 in Iowa
pulled out just because we were bring-
ing a bill up?

Did you actually believe the 18 out of
23 CO-OPs that were given more than
$2 billion pulled out because somehow
they knew we would probably capture
the White House, too, and keep the
Senate and the House? So that is why
it failed?

Or maybe those 16 counties in Ten-
nessee that were told almost a year ago
that they wouldn’t have healthcare the
next year; somehow people could look
into the future, and just because a Re-
publican took office, that is who we are
going to blame?

I know President Bush is no longer
here, but do we have to continue to put
blame on others instead of having the
facts?

So let’s talk about a few things. Now,
let’s be clear of what you asked me ear-
lier because, I apologize, I got off—you
had a lot of adjectives out there. I
wanted to make sure that I had an-
swered them all. But I am very con-
fident that this bill will hit the mark
for reconciliation and it will move
across the aisle over to the other
Chambers.

Now, you talk about the House, and
you are going to blame us for every-
thing. Let’s go to facts. They are not
my facts. There is a recent report from
Quorum, which is a data analysis com-
pany in D.C. These are bright, young
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people; a lot of them are Stanford
grads. Here are the facts, because they
just went and analyzed the first 100
days:

In the first 100 days, President
Trump signed 30 pieces of legislation
into law. Now, that is more than Presi-
dent Obama, Bush, Clinton, or H.W.
Bush signed in their first 100 days.

Only once before in history has a
Congressional Review Act been signed
into law, only one. Now we have 14
overturned regulations through the
Congressional Review Act, saving
Americans $3.7 billion in regulatory
cost, and 4.2 million hours in filling out
paperwork.

Now, my favorite quote of this re-
port, this House, the one we stand in
today, passed 103 bills out of this
Chamber, edging out former Speaker
PELOSI’s House as the most productive
during the first 100 days of a Presi-
dency since H.W. Bush.

Now, just this week we passed the
Modernizing Government Technology
Act, and I do thank my friend for his
hard work on this. It is going to up-
grade government IT to better serve
our constituents. So if we are shocked,
maybe that shocked you. Maybe we
ought to stop playing politics. Maybe
we ought to stop blaming things that
just aren’t even there. Maybe we ought
to just take responsibility for where we
currently are, understand that this is
the greatest Nation on the face of the
Earth, and it was ‘. .. conceived in
liberty, and dedicated to the propo-
sition that all men are created equal.”

No, we are not going to blame others
for our problems. And if you want to go
along that line, I can go into all of the
things that were promised in the more
than 2,000 pages of ObamaCare.

But you know what?

Today I live currently, and what I
currently see is that 18 of the 23 CO-
OPs have collapsed. And the current
law says we are going to penalize the
people who actually paid the CO-OPs to
get their healthcare, but they have no
healthcare to get.

I want to read the facts where more
Americans took the penalty or the ex-
emption than actually signed up for
ObamaCare; that prior to a bill even
passing on this floor—something we
promised for 6 years—that a number of
companies pulled out because it was
not working. But the biggest shock I
had all week is that somehow it is our
fault.

I could not look an American in the
eye knowing the knowledge that we all
have. I don’t care what party you are
in; you don’t sit on a carpet that has
red on one side and blue on the other.
This is the American House. You know
people are hurting. You know people
have lost their doctors. You know they
are pulling out of these counties. Don’t
make up some political spin to make
yourself feel better for some vote.

We promised we would repeal
ObamaCare and give people greater
choice. That is what we did. You dis-
agree with it, then disagree with it, but
don’t lay blame where it is not true.
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Mr. Speaker, I yield back.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding, and I lis-
tened to his comments with interest. I
want to touch on a number of com-
ments he made, however.

First of all, in a very partisan vote
from 3 a.m. in the morning until 6 a.m.
in the morning, my Republican col-
leagues passed a bill in a partisan fash-
ion—there were a few Democrats; not
many—that passed part D prescription
drugs for seniors.

We voted against that. And then we
took the majority. And what did we do,
Mr. Speaker? We acted in a way to en-
sure that the part D prescription drug
package that the Republicans had
passed in the previous Congress did, in
fact, work; and it is a success today be-
cause we did that.

That is exactly the opposite of what
our Republican colleagues did, Mr.
Speaker, with respect to the Affordable
Care Act. In fact, the Affordable Care
Act, as my friend knows and polling
now shows that over 55 percent of
Americans believe that the Affordable
Care Act ought to be kept; and 75 per-
cent of them, three out of four Ameri-
cans, believe we ought to fix the Af-
fordable Care Act, not repeal it.

That has not changed, however, the
Republicans’ attempt and rhetoric to
repeal. Now, there were a number of
things that the Republicans did, con-
trary to what we did with respect to
the prescription drug bill for seniors,
to undermine and create this situation
of which the majority leader speaks
where there are some insurance compa-
nies that have pulled out, that are not
doing as well as they should have and
we wanted them to have.

One thing, many Republican Gov-
ernors refuse to join the Medicaid ex-
pansion program, adversely affecting
millions of Americans.

Secondly, they did not find the risk
corridors. We knew when we estab-
lished this problem that there was
going to be a very tough time in mak-
ing valid judgments on what costs were
going to be two years into this pro-
gram. We did not fund it. The CO-OPs
also did not receive the support that
was contemplated by the statute.

The cost-sharing subsidies the ad-
ministration has put at risk. Now, we
were assured just before the bill passed
that: Oh, no, we are going to pay for
the cost-sharing subsidies.

But the Republicans, Mr. Speaker,
filed suit, and the court said: Oh, no,
you have to appropriate those moneys
on the cost-sharing subsidies.

The majority leader knows—cer-
tainly everybody on the Energy and
Commerce knows, and every Member
ought to know—without those sub-
sidies, the insurance companies will
have mispriced their product, for
deductibles and copays, in particular.
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That, Mr. Speaker, is what I speak
of, in terms of the actions that have
been taken over the last 6 years to un-
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dermine the confidence of the market-
place. Everybody knows that con-
fidence is an important factor in any
marketplace.

I am sure we are going to debate this
again. Mr. Speaker, again, I would sim-
ply ask: Is this bill coming back to the
House? Will we expect another vote on
it?

The CBO report is due next week. I
believe that if, in fact, we are going to
schedule that, we ought to at least be
given notice that that either is or may
be a piece of legislation that will be on
the floor next week, prior to our break
for Memorial Day.

I yield to my friend.

Mr. MCCARTHY. As I said earlier,
this is a technical issue. I have all the
confidence in the world the CBO score
will come back, we will meet the rec-
onciliation number, and we will move
it to the Senate.

If my colleague wants to schedule
something, I will schedule with you.
We can walk the bill over there to-
gether. I believe the American people
are waiting for it.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.
——
ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, MAY
22, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 2 p.m. on Monday next and
that the order of the House of January
3, 2017, regarding morning-hour debate
not apply on that day.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BI1GGS). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

———

LIONFISH

(Mr. GAETZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, in the
warm waters off Texas, Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, Georgia, the Carolinas, and
my beloved Florida, a reef assassin
lurks.

Lionfish are an invasive species, with
no predators, huge appetites, and ex-
ploding populations. Just one female
lionfish will release 10 million eggs
during her lifetime. Each lionfish can
eat 65 juvenile reef fish in one meal.
NOAA ecologists call the lionfish one
of the greatest threats of the century
to reefs.

Reefs support tourism, recreational
fishing, commercial fishing, and our
way of life. Lionfish threaten a multi-
billion-dollar reef economy. To date,
all efforts to eradicate the lionfish
have failed. Bounty programs are un-
economical, and rodeos, while helpful,
are unscalable.

Today, I filed legislation to turn the
tables on the lionfish. Our proposition
is simple: Fishermen who slay 100
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lionfish can earn one tag to fish red
snapper, gag grouper, triggerfish, or
amberjack whenever they want. Any-
one who Kkills 100 lionfish has done
their part to save hundreds, if not
thousands, of coveted reef fish.

The Reef Assassin Act costs no
money and uses our natural resources
to protect our natural resources. I en-
courage my colleagues to support the
Reef Assassin Act.

———

CONGRATULATING LEIGHTON
DURHAM IV

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate Leighton Dur-
ham IV of Dallas, Texas, as he and his
family celebrate his selection as an
Eagle Scout.

The Boy Scouts of America has a
long tradition of preparing young men
for leadership, and the Eagle Scout
award recognizes the highest rank
within that program. Only 4 percent of
Boy Scouts are granted this recogni-
tion, after a lengthy review process
which includes the verification of 21
merit badges, a demonstrated Scout
spirit, and a youth-led service project.

For Leighton, his involvement in the
service organization began when he
was only 8 years old. Since then, the
Boy Scouts program has helped foster a
sense of service and leadership.

This past year, as part of his Eagle
Scout project, Leighton led efforts to
refurbish a previously neglected class-
room at the Tyler Street United Meth-
odist Church in Oak Cliff. As a result of
Leighton’s project, the classroom is
now in use for middle school youth.

Please join me in congratulating
Leighton in his latest achievement. I
look forward to seeing his continued
leadership in our community.

———————

RECOGNIZING MR. WALTER
PARRISH

(Mr. CARTER of Georgia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Mr. Walter
Parrish, a 98-year-old World War II vet-
eran in Georgia’s First Congressional
District.

Mr. Parrish was born on March 12,
1919, less than 6 months after the end of
World War I. Originally from New Jer-
sey, Mr. Parrish served 5 years in the
Navy as a signalman on destroyer
ships, where he used lamps and visual
objects to communicate with others in
the water.

Mr. Parrish served both in the Atlan-
tic and the Pacific theaters of the war,
and it is undoubted that his role was
crucial to the success of his shipmates.

Although winning World War II is a
major accomplishment, Mr. Parrish en-
joyed another important milestone
during the war when he married his
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