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Mr. MCEACHIN changed his vote

from ‘“‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained. Had | been present, | would
have voted “nay” on rollcall No. 261 and
“yea” on rollcall No. 262.

———

AMERICAN LAW ENFORCEMENT
HEROES ACT OF 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (S. 583) to
amend the Omnibus Crime Control and
Safe Streets Act of 1968 to authorize
COPS grantees to use grant funds to
hire veterans as career law enforce-
ment officers, and for other purposes,
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ARRINGTON). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Vir-
ginia?

There was no objection.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 583

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘American

Law Enforcement Heroes Act of 2017"".

SEC. 2. PRIORITIZING HIRING AND TRAINING OF
VETERANS.

Section 1701(b)(2) of title I of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 3796dd(b)(2)) is amended by insert-
ing *‘, including by prioritizing the hiring
and training of veterans (as defined in sec-
tion 101 of title 38, United States Code)”
after “Nation”.

The bill was ordered to be read a
third time, was read the third time,
and passed, and a motion to reconsider
was laid on the table.

—————

CONGRESS MUST FINISH REFORM
OF THE VETERANS ADMINISTRA-
TION

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, last week a
Federal court temporarily overturned
the termination of the fired Phoenix
VA hospital director, Sharon Helman.
Helman was relieved of her duties in
2015 after a whistleblower disclosed a
string of scandals, including manipula-
tion of wait times to collect perform-
ance bonuses. Even worse, in a separate
court case, she pled guilty and was con-
victed of accepting over $50,000 in ille-
gal gifts. For this, she is currently on
probation.

Mr. Speaker, Congress must take
swift action to ensure former and cur-
rent VA employees like Ms. Helman
are held accountable. Those who dis-
regard their duty to our Nation’s vet-
erans should never be allowed to keep
their jobs, salaries, or benefits after
proven dereliction of duty. Our vet-
erans do not deserve—and they cannot
afford—VA leaders who put profit and
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expediency over the health of those
who have worn our Nation’s uniform.

Congress has taken steps to reform
the Veterans Administration, but we
must finish our job. That is why I was
proud to vote ‘“‘yes’” on H.R. 1259, the
VA Accountability First Act. Amer-
ican veterans are counting on us to
keep our promises and protect them
from self-serving bureaucrats. I intend
to do just that.

———

REMEMBERING FALLEN POLICE
OFFICERS

(Mrs. DEMINGS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. DEMINGS. Mr. Speaker, during
National Police Week, it is important
we continue to remember the brave
men and women who were killed while
protecting us.

Last year, 145 law enforcement offi-
cers were killed in the line of duty. One
of these officers, Lesley Zerebny, 27
years old, was an officer with the Palm
Springs Police Department. She was
responding to a domestic disturbance
call when she was gunned down. She
was Kkilled just days after returning
from maternity leave and left behind a
4-month-old daughter.

Her fellow officer, Jose Gilbert Vega,
was also murdered in the shooting. A
devoted father, Vega was just days
away from retiring.

Of the officers killed last year, 10
were State troopers. One of them was
Trooper Timothy Pratt of the New
York State Police. Trooper Pratt was
struck by a car as he was on the side of
the road assisting a stopped vehicle.
Pratt had 30 years on the job.

Our law enforcement officers don’t
know what they will encounter when
they respond to any call. We applaud
them for the bravery and courage they
display in the face of danger. Mr.
Speaker, let us not forget their sac-
rifices.

———

VETERANS DESERVE THE BEST
CARE POSSIBLE

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today during Men-
tal Health Awareness Month to talk
about a growing group of individuals
who need our help: our veterans.

More than 16 percent of veterans
have been diagnosed with a depressive
disorder. Up to 43 percent struggle with
symptoms of mental health issues,
such as drinking excessively, smoking,
or sleeplessness. These struggles have
resulted in an unacceptably high sui-
cide rate for our veterans. Every day,
20 veterans take their own lives, which
is almost double the rate of non-
veterans.

Mr. Speaker, this is heartbreaking. It
is unacceptable, and we must act. That
is why I was proud today to join with



H4296

Congressman TIM RYAN in introducing
the Veterans Wellness Act of 2017.

This bill brings mental healthcare to
our veterans by establishing a 2-year
grant program to provide wellness care
and additional therapies at veteran
service organizations like the Amer-
ican Legion, the VFW, and AMVETS.
Many offer skilled assistance with VA
enrollment that could help our vet-
erans get the care that they so des-
perately need.

I look forward to working with my
colleagues in the House to ensure our
veterans receive the best care possible.

——————

OUR NATION’S INFRASTRUCTURE
NEEDS

(Mrs. BEATTY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with hundreds of business, labor,
and advocacy organizations to recog-
nize National Infrastructure Week. The
purpose of this week is to highlight the
state of the Nation’s infrastructure and
its critical importance to our economy
and well-being.

Building and strengthening our infra-
structure is vital to all of us, but it of-
tentimes goes unnoticed. Our Nation’s
deteriorating infrastructure is ham-
pering our ability to compete in the
thriving global economy and create
jobs that our Nation needs. As an ex-
ample, in my home State of Ohio, we
face significant challenges: 17 percent
of the public roads are in poor condi-
tion, and almost 7 percent of all the
bridges are structurally deficient.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot continue to
turn a blind eye to our Nation’s infra-
structure needs. Congress must work
together to upgrade our Nation’s high-
ways, bridges, airports, water systems,
energy grid, broadband network, and
the like so that our economy can con-
tinue to lead the world in the 21st cen-
tury and beyond.

————

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS
DESERVE OUR GRATITUDE

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
during National Police Week to pay
tribute to the Nation’s law enforce-
ment men and women.

Established in 1962 by President Ken-
nedy, National Police Week serves as a
reminder of the incredible sacrifice our
police officers make every day to serve
and protect the people in our States
and communities.

Just last week, Lieutenant Kevin
Mainhart of the Yell County Sheriff’s
Department was killed in the line of
duty during a traffic stop in
Dardanelle, Arkansas. This tragedy re-
minds us of the danger that all of our
men and women who police our streets
have to face.

Every American should be proud of
our neighbors and fellow citizens who
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get up every morning, put on their uni-
form and badge, leave their families,
and serve us all, keeping our cities and
towns safe and trying to build the trust
and faith among our citizens.

I respect and appreciate the impor-
tant work of our police and our law en-
forcement men and women in Arkansas
and throughout the Nation. They de-
serve our gratitude.

—————

PANDEMONIUM COMING OUT OF
THE WHITE HOUSE

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, when
I was sworn in to office, I made a com-
mitment to support and defend the
Constitution of these United States.
Our President’s latest actions have
shown us that we cannot trust him to
do the same.

Whether it is a lapse of judgment or
just plain inexperience, the pandemo-
nium coming out of the White House is
worse than a scene from ‘‘House of
Cards”

The method in which Trump chose to
reveal classified intelligence to Rus-
sian officials—impulsive;

The way Trump chose to fire FBI Di-
rector Comey—imprudent;

And, if the latest reports are true,
the way Trump chose to interfere with
the FBI investigation of National Secu-
rity Adviser Michael Flynn—impeach-
able.

I don’t use this last ‘i’ word lightly,
but for love of country and democracy,
and as an American, I hope this is not
true. If it is, this is a blatant obstruc-
tion of justice and a grave, grave of-
fense.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

—————

THANK YOU TO LAW
ENFORCEMENT PROFESSIONALS

(Mr. GARRETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, during
this National Police Week, I wish to,
on behalf of myself and the fine citi-
zens of the Fifth District of Virginia,
extend our thank-you.

Since 1791, greater than 22,000 law en-
forcement professionals have given
their lives in the line of duty—over 70
in a single day in 2001, including 37
from the NYPD and 23 from the Port
Authority Police—an average of over
140 a year. And yet these men and
women who look like us—every race,
every color, every gender—are the best
of us because every day they get up and
go to work again.

Mr. Speaker, when I served in the
military, I became familiar with Isaiah
6:8, and I cite that verse in thanking
our law enforcement professionals:

And then the voice of the Lord spoke
to us and said, ‘“Whom shall I send?
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And who will go for us?”’ And I said,
‘“‘Here am I. Send me.”

Mr. Speaker, take that as a thank-
you from myself and the citizens of the
Fifth District of Virginia to those pro-
fessional men and women who serve us
every day.

—————

HOKA HEY

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, it is time
that all of America knows a phrase
that the Manvel Mavericks in the 22nd
District of Texas know well. The
phrase is ‘‘Hoka Hey. Hoka Hey.”” That
means be unselfish; compete for team,
school, and town. Hoka Hey carried the
Mavericks to the men’s track and field
team title for Texas 5A. That happened
last week.

The team started rough. After seven
events, they had 8 points. They were in
10th place. But the spirit of Hoka Hey
came back during the relays. Our guys
burned up the track. When the relays
were over, the Mavs had 50 points and
Port Arthur Memorial, 41.

Hoka Hey had 85 points when the
meet was over. They were the State
champions. Congratulations, Hoka Hey
Manvel Mavericks, State champions,
Texas HA.

—
[0 1845

GIVE BACK THE FUTURES OF
HARDWORKING AMERICANS

(Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HOLLINGSWORTH. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today because, after coming back
from Indiana for the last 8 days, I
wanted to report what I saw.

What I saw was too much hopeless-
ness, too much despair, in the eyes of
too many hardworking Hoosiers, who
no longer feel that they have control of
their financial future, who no longer
feel that they can participate in the
American Dream, and who no longer
feel that they can start small busi-
nesses of their own. But I told them
every single day when I was back home
this past week what we are doing to
change that to roll back the provisions
of Dodd-Frank that have put undue
burdens on lenders trying to help small
businesses across Indiana’s Ninth Dis-
trict, and across this country, grow and
get started; to help hardworking Hoo-
siers be able to start small businesses
so they have control over their fami-
lies’ future again; to help individuals
be able to get jobs at growing enter-
prises because they have access to cap-
ital.

Over the past few years, loan growth
has stagnated. In the past 100 years,
coming out of recessions, we have typi-
cally seen a loan growth of 63 percent,
but it has only been 18 percent. It is
the difference between those two that
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