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of the cupcakes—that Congressman
KEVIN CRAMER has put forth on this
bill, his leadership, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me today in supporting
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2154 recognizes former U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Secretary and
former North Dakota Governor Ed
Schafer by renaming the Red River
Valley Agricultural Research Center in
his honor.

The research center serves the re-
gion, including my district in Min-
nesota, by coordinating five research
units in two Fargo laboratories. The
center does a wide range of work with
a focus on animal metabolism-agricul-
tural chemicals, cereal crops, insect
genetics and biochemistry, sugar beet
and potato, and sunflower and plant bi-
ology research.

I worked closely with Ed Schafer
when he was at USDA and also during
the time he was North Dakota’s Gov-
ernor. We worked on many things to-
gether. Some of them were pleasant
and some of them not so pleasant, such
as floods and so forth.

I think it is a fitting recognition for
an outstanding career in government,
and I am happy to be here to support
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, again, I thank the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) for
supporting this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER), the author of this bill.

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. DAvis and my colleague, Mr.
PETERSON, from across the Red River
in Minnesota for their support for this
renaming of the Red River Valley Agri-
cultural Research Center. For all of the
reasons that Representative PETERSON
talked about, it is a world-class facil-
ity in a world-class town, and I think it
should be named after a world-class
guy, and I think Ed Schafer is that.

I had the opportunity to serve under
Ed when he was Governor for 8 years. I
served in his cabinet. His intellect and
his common sense are matched only by
his boundless energy and his eternal
optimism, qualities he brings to every
job he does, including his work at the
Department of Agriculture.

When he was recognized by his
former Governor colleague, President
George W. Bush, and asked to join the
administration in that department, it
was a remarkable thing not just for ag-
riculture, not just for Ed, but for our
State. North Dakota is number one in
the production of many crops. Agri-
culture is the number one industry in
our State. It is what makes North Da-
kota what North Dakota is: the ability
to feed hungry people in a growing
world. Ed brought that common sense
to USDA and that work ethic that
works the land so effectively.
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I feel like this is a fitting tribute to
him. It is a celebration not only of his
accomplishments, but a celebration of
agriculture in North Dakota and the
entire Red River Valley, including Con-
gressman PETERSON’s district, and real-
ly for our world.

I would note that our two Senators,
while it is easy for me to get una-
nimity in the House for the North Da-
kota House caucus since I am the only
one, North Dakota’s two Senators have
a companion bill in the Senate intro-
duced by Senator HOEVEN and cospon-
sored by Senator HEITKAMP, and they
support this effort as well.

I appreciate the work of the com-
mittee and the work of Ed Schafer, and
I look forward, hopefully, to a celebra-
tion of the renaming.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this side. Again,
I thank the gentleman from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) for bringing this
forward. Mr. Schafer is a great member
of our community. He spends some
time in my hometown every year and I
have gotten to know him very well. He
very much deserves this honor. I am
happy to support this bill, and I ask my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I agree with my colleagues
from Minnesota and North Dakota. I
urge all Members to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 2154, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMBATING EUROPEAN ANTI-
SEMITISM ACT OF 2017

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 672) to require con-
tinued and enhanced annual reporting
to Congress in the Annual Report on
International Religious Freedom on
anti-Semitic incidents in Europe, the
safety and security of European Jewish
communities, and the efforts of the
United States to partner with Euro-
pean governments, the European
Union, and civil society groups, to
combat anti-Semitism, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 672

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Combating

European Anti-Semitism Act of 2017,
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) During the past decade, there has been
a steady increase in anti-Semitic incidents
in Europe, resulting in European Jews being
the targets of physical and verbal harass-
ment and even lethal terrorist attacks, all of
which has eroded personal and communal se-
curity and the quality of daily Jewish life.

(2) According to reporting by the European
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
(FRA), between 2005 and 2014, anti-Semitic
incidents increased in France from 508 to 851;
in Germany from 60 to 173; in Belgium from
58 to 130; in Italy from 49 to 86; and in the
United Kingdom from 459 to 1,168.

(3) Anti-Zionism has at times devolved into
anti-Semitic attacks, prompting condemna-
tion from many European leaders, including
French Prime Minister Manuel Valls, British
Prime Minister David Cameron, and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel.

(4) Since 2010, the Department of State has
adhered to the working definition of Anti-
Semitism by the European Monitoring Cen-
ter on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC).
Some contemporary examples of anti-Semi-
tism include the following:

(A) Calling for, aiding, or justifying the
killing or harming of Jews (often in the
name of a radical ideology or an extremist
view of religion).

(B) Making mendacious, dehumanizing, de-
monizing, or stereotypical allegations about
Jews as such, or the power of Jews as a col-
lective, especially, but not exclusively, the
myth about a world Jewish conspiracy or of
Jews controlling the media, economy, gov-
ernment, or other societal institutions.

(C) Accusing Jews as a people of being re-
sponsible for real or imagined wrongdoing
committed by a single Jewish person or
group, the State of Israel, or even for acts
committed by non-Jews.

(D) Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel
as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the
Holocaust.

(E) Accusing Jewish citizens of being more
loyal to Israel, or to the alleged priorities of
Jews worldwide, than to the interest of their
own countries.

(5) On October 16, 2004, the President signed
into law the Global Anti-Semitism Review
Act of 2004. This law provides the legal foun-
dation for a reporting requirement provided
by the Department of State annually on
anti-Semitism around the world.

(6) In November 2015, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed H. Res. 354 by a vote of
418-0, urging the Secretary of State to con-
tinue robust United States reporting on anti-
Semitism by the Department of State and
the Special Envoy to Combat and Monitor
Anti-Semitism.

(7) In 2016, the International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliance (IHRA), comprised of 31
member countries, adopted a working defini-
tion of anti-Semitism which stated: ““Anti-
Semitism is a certain perception of Jews,
which may be expressed as hatred toward
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifesta-
tions of anti-Semitism are directed toward
Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or
their property, toward Jewish community
institutions and religious facilities.”.

(8) The IHRA further clarified that mani-
festations of anti-Semitism might also tar-
get the State of Israel, conceived of as a Jew-
ish collectivity. Anti-Semitism frequently
charges Jews with conspiring to harm hu-
manity, and it is often used to blame Jews
for ‘“‘why things go wrong’’. It is expressed in
speech, writing, visual forms, and action,
and employs sinister stereotypes and nega-
tive character traits.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.
It is the sense of Congress that—
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(1) it is in the national interest of the
United States to combat anti-Semitism at
home and abroad;

(2) anti-Semitism is a challenge to the
basic principles of tolerance, pluralism, and
democracy, and the shared values that bind
Americans and Europeans together;

(3) there is an urgent need to ensure the
safety and security of European Jewish com-
munities, including synagogues, schools,
cemeteries, and other institutions;

(4) the United States should continue to
emphasize the importance of combating
anti-Semitism in multilateral bodies, includ-
ing the United Nations, European Union in-
stitutions, and the Organization for Security
and Cooperation in Europe;

(5) the Department of State should con-
tinue to thoroughly document acts of anti-
Semitism and anti-Semitic incitement that
occur around the world, and should continue
to encourage other countries to do the same,
and share their findings; and

(6) the Department of State should con-
tinue to work to encourage adoption by na-
tional government institutions and multilat-
eral institutions of a working definition of
anti-Semitism similar to the one adopted in
the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance context.

SEC. 4. ANNUAL REPORTING ON THE STATE OF
ANTI-SEMITISM IN EUROPE.

Paragraph (1) of section 102(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 (22
U.S.C. 6412) is amended by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

“(G) ANTI-SEMITISM IN EUROPE.—In addition
to the information required under clause
(vii) of subparagraph (A), with respect to
each European country in which verbal or
physical threats or attacks are particularly
significant against Jewish persons, places of
worship, schools, cemeteries, and other reli-
gious institutions, a description of—

‘(i) the security challenges and needs of
European Jewish communities and European
law enforcement agencies in such countries
to better protect such communities;

‘‘(ii) to the extent practicable, the efforts
of the United States Government over the
reporting period to partner with European
law enforcement agencies and civil society
groups regarding the sharing of information
and best practices to combat anti-Semitic
incidents in Europe;

‘“(iii) European educational programming
and public awareness initiatives that aim to
collaborate on educational curricula and
campaigns that impart shared values of plu-
ralism and tolerance, and showcase the posi-
tive contributions of Jews in culture, schol-
arship, science, and art, with special atten-
tion to those segments of the population
that exhibit a high degree of anti-Semitic
animus; and

‘“‘(iv) efforts by European governments to
adopt and apply a working definition of anti-
Semitism.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from California.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROYCE of California. I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and to include any
extraneous material in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.
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Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I would like to begin by
thanking my colleagues NITA LOWEY
and Chairman Emeritus ILEANA ROS-
LEHTINEN for their leadership on the
Bipartisan Task Force for Combating
Anti-Semitism and for their good work
on this timely and important bill.

Mr. Speaker, I will lay out this case,
but it is one we are familiar with. Hos-
tility towards the Jewish people in
some European cities is very deep,
making Jews in certain areas look over
their shoulders, afraid to walk the
streets at night. In recent years, this
surge in anti-Semitism has led to an
outbreak of violent attacks.

Those violent attacks are targeting
certain Jewish neighbors. They are tar-
geting places of worship. I think back
to 2015, the deadly attacks on the ko-
sher supermarket in Paris and, later
on, the synagogue in Copenhagen.

European governments have since
passed laws designed to better protect
their Jewish citizens, designed to pun-
ish those who perpetrate anti-Semitic
incidents, but much more work re-
mains to be done because there needs
to be a better coordination on these ef-
forts between Jewish communities and
law enforcement and more comprehen-
sive reporting on the incidents to iden-
tify trends, to identify problematic re-
gions.

In addition, in order to consistently
apply anti-Semitism laws throughout
Europe, there needs to be a uniform
legal understanding of what con-
stitutes anti-Semitism.

Let me explain. We must be clear on
this. The fire bombing of synagogues is
not a political protest. The defacing of
cemeteries, the yelling slurs at rabbis,
the threatening of Jewish school chil-
dren, this is not political protest. This
is anti-Semitism, and it must be
stopped.

Absent a clear-eyed definition of
anti-Semitism, perpetrators of violent
acts have, at times, been given a pass
for their actions due to the flimsy de-
fense of political protest.

Adoption across Europe of a single
definition of anti-Semitism would pro-
vide an important foundation for law
enforcement officials, enabling them to
better enforce laws and develop strate-
gies for improved security for the Jew-
ish community.

This bill, H.R. 672, the Combating Eu-
ropean Anti-Semitism Act of 2017, calls
for these fundamental improvements,
and it reaffirms the U.S. commitment
to combating anti-Semitism. It urges
European nations to adopt a working
definition of anti-Semitism. It calls for
increased reporting on it.

Anti-Semitic incidents in Europe
have to be reported in a way in which
people can be held accountable. Col-
laborative efforts between U.S. and Eu-
ropean law enforcement and the efforts
to improve security for Jewish commu-
nities is another important aspect of
this legislation.
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Now is the time to act and pass this
important measure.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this
measure. Let me start by thanking the
gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
LOWEY), my good friend and neighbor,
the ranking member of the Committee
on Appropriations.

I also want to thank Chairman ROYCE
for his steadfast support in bringing
this bill to the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, it is so shocking and so
heartbreaking to me that, in the year
2017, we wake up day after day to read
about anti-Semitic vandalism and vio-
lence, anti-Semitic slurs on Munich
buses, Russian so-called law makers
pedaling anti-Semite conspiracy theo-
ries, horrific murders in a kosher mar-
ket in Paris 2 years ago. Of course, Mr.
Speaker, here in our own country,
bomb threats to Jewish community
centers, desecration of cemeteries. Ac-
tually, I can hardly believe it.

We know this ancient hatred has
never been extinguished. It has always
found some dark corner in which to fes-
ter until some new group on the fringe
tries to pull it back into the main-
stream. I fear we are seeing that sort of
resurgence right now.

When we hear these toxic ideas ema-
nating from major political parties and
governing bodies in Europe, we know it
is time for action. It needs to be
stopped, and this bill will help.

This legislation builds on the 1998
International Religious Freedom Act,
which established annual reporting on
religious freedom worldwide, as well as
the 2004 Global Anti-Semitism Review
Act, which required the State Depart-
ment to report every year on anti-Sem-
itism around the world.

This measure calls for continued and
enhanced reporting on anti-Semitic in-
cidents in Europe. We want to focus on
what has been a hotbed of anti-Semi-
tism in recent years so that no active
anti-Semitic hatred goes unnoticed.

This bill also expresses our view in
Congress that it is in our country’s in-
terest to combat anti-Semitism here
and abroad; that it is critical to ensure
the safety of European Jewish commu-
nities; that multilateral organizations
like the U.N. and OSCE have an impor-
tant role to play in combating anti-
Semitism; that we should continue to
report anti-Semitic acts worldwide;
and that our allies should follow our
lead and document anti-Semitic acts
when they take place so we can share
our findings amongst ourselves.

We also call on the State Department
to adopt the working definition of anti-
Semitism used by the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance, be-
cause words do matter when it comes
to the way we talk about this chal-
lenge.

It is absolutely amazing that T70-
some-odd years after World War II
ended—and that decade culminated in
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the murder of 6 million Jews in Europe
in the Holocaust, men, women, and
children—it is absolutely unbelievable
that 70 years later you would see anti-
Semitism in the same places in Europe
rear its ugly head by stupid people who
don’t know what they are saying or
doing. It is just amazing. You think
there would be some kind of sensitivity
about the Holocaust and about all the
innocent people who were murdered for
just the one reason that they were Jew-
ish, and yet you see no-nothings, as far
as I am concerned, popping up again
with their anti-Semitic hatred. It is
bad wherever it goes, but it is espe-
cially repugnant to have it in Europe,
the site of the murder of 6 million Jew-
ish people.

I am very grateful to Representative
LOWEY for her hard work on this bill. I
am pleased to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. POE), chairman of the
Foreign Affairs’ Subcommittee on Ter-
rorism, Nonproliferation, and Trade.

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the chairman for yielding me
time, and I thank the chairman and
the ranking member for their com-
ments on this legislation. The bill pro-
motes religious freedom throughout
the world.

Mr. Speaker, as has been mentioned,
it has been 60 to 70 years since the Jew-
ish community in Europe was deci-
mated by the Holocaust. Now, more
than ever, the Jewish community is
under assault yet again.

In Europe, anti-Semitic individuals
are back like never before. A study
commissioned by the German par-
liament this year found that there
were 644 anti-Semitic offenses in the
country in 2016 alone.

In countries like Holland, Jewish
schools and synagogues need to be pro-
tected by special forces because of fear
of attack on those schools.

And, unfortunately, our country has
not been immune. Jewish community
centers across the country have been
targets of bomb threats, even recently
in Houston, Texas, my hometown, such
bomb threats.

This past Sunday, a historic syna-
gogue in New York City was attacked
and burned down by arsonists. That is
why this bill, the Combating European
Anti-Semitism Act, is so important.
We must continue to partner with our
European friends to ensure that we
stamp out the cancer of anti-Semitism.

As a representative of a country
founded on religious freedom, we, as
Members of Congress, must send a
clear message to Jews and non-Jews,
from Houston to Amsterdam, that we
will not allow the horrors of the Holo-
caust to repeat themselves in this gen-
eration.

Mr. Speaker, we must reiterate the
commitment the free world made over
60 years ago: Never again. Never again.

And that is just the way it is.
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Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentlewoman from New
York (Mrs. LOWEY), my good friend, my
fellow New Yorker, the author of this
bill, and the ranking member of the
Committee on Appropriations.

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
my good friends, Chairman ED ROYCE
and Ranking Member ELIOT ENGEL, and
all those involved in advancing this
important legislation.

I rise in support of H.R. 672, the Com-
bating European Anti-Semitism Act,
which was introduced by the co-chairs
of the Bipartisan Taskforce for Com-
bating Anti-Semitism.

With the rising threat of anti-Semi-
tism in Europe, this bill would require
enhanced reporting to Congress on
anti-Semitic incidents in Europe, the
safety and security of European Jewish
communities, and the efforts of the
United States to partner with Euro-
pean entities to combat anti-Semitism.
This bill also urges the Department of
State to continue encouraging Euro-
pean governments and multilateral in-
stitutions to adopt a clear and com-
prehensive working definition of anti-
Semitism.

I find it hard to believe that in the
21st century European Jews worry
about whether or not there is a future
for their communities in Europe. But
with increased anti-Semitic sentiments
throughout Europe and many Jews be-
coming the targets of verbal, physical,
and even deadly terrorist attacks, the
security and quality of life for Euro-
pean Jewish communities has deterio-
rated. This is simply unacceptable.

Anti-Semitism is not simply a Jew-
ish problem. Xenophobia and other
forms of racism are never far behind
when this pernicious threat rears its
ugly head. The United States must re-
main a leader in the fight against anti-
Semitism wherever it occurs to ensure
that our commitment to ‘‘never again”
remains a reality.

Finally, I want to express my appre-
ciation to my fellow co-chairs of the
Bipartisan Taskforce for Combating
Anti-Semitism, Representatives SMITH,
ENGEL, GRANGER, DEUTCH, ROS-
LEHTINEN, VEASEY, and ROSKAM. The
task force remains committed to work-
ing across regions, religions, and party
lines to condemn all anti-Semitism and
fight for the right of Jews to live freely
without fear at home and abroad.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentle-
woman from Florida (Ms. RoOs-
LEHTINEN), who chairs the Foreign Af-
fairs Subcommittee on the Middle East
and North Africa and is our chairman
emeritus.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
want to thank the chairman and the
ranking member for working to help
bring this important bill to the floor in
a timely manner and, more impor-
tantly, for conducting the affairs of our
full committee in an even-tempered,
professional manner that is an example
to the rest of the House. It is an honor
to serve under their leadership.
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I also want to thank my good friend
NITA LOWEY because she is the author
of this bill, but I want to thank her for
her leadership in fighting anti-Semi-
tism across the world. She has been at
this fight for many a year. We have
worked closely together on defeating
this hatred, one of the world’s oldest
forms of discrimination. I am proud to
be an original cosponsor of her bill, and
I thank the gentlewoman from New
York.

Mr. Speaker, this bill is an important
initiative for our Bipartisan Taskforce
for Combating Anti-Semitism, a task
force of which I am proud to be a co-
founder and a co-chair along with Mrs.
LOWEY, Mr. ENGEL, of course CHRIS
SMITH, TED DEUTCH, KAY GRANGER,
PETER ROSKAM, MARC VEASEY, SO many
good Members. But more than that,
Mr. Speaker, it is an important initia-
tive for the Jewish communities across
Europe who have been facing a trou-
bling increase in anti-Semitic inci-
dents and attacks over the past years
that have put their safety and their se-
curity at risk.

Mr. Speaker, all across Europe, Jews
have been targeted. Their places of
worship have been targeted, their
homes, targeted; their businesses, tar-
geted. Why? Because of their faith.

They have been the target of deadly
attacks in European cities, democratic
societies that we call allies: France,
Belgium, Denmark, elsewhere—hor-
rific. This is simply unconscionable,
Mr. Speaker.

There is no time to delay in taking
action. We cannot allow for an atmos-
phere of intolerance and hatred to once
again rear its ugly head in Europe.
That is why this bill is an important
first step.

We have identified growing anti-Sem-
itism as a problem before, but this bill
will enhance reporting requirements so
that we can more acutely identify the
problems and, equally important, Mr.
Speaker, we can identify the security
challenges facing these Jewish commu-
nities. Then we can learn how to best
tackle this, and we can learn how we
can partner with our European allies
and our friends and local law enforce-
ment, along with civil society, to pro-
tect against anti-Semitic acts. We can
get a better understanding of how our
partners in Europe can better educate
their children. We can get a handle on
how to better promote awareness in
their societies to the dangers of such
blind hatred.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I want to say
that the first step in fighting anti-
Semitism is identifying the problem
areas and then developing a plan to ad-
dress it. This bill will help us identify
the problem. It is an important first
step in taking the necessary action to
protect the Jewish communities of Eu-
rope. I urge my colleagues to support
this important bill.

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume to
close.
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Let me first say, I agree with all the
eloquent statements made by my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle per-
taining to this bill.

I want to thank Mrs. LOWEY, again,
because it is a really important bill. It
is really important that we don’t sweep
this under the rug. It is really impor-
tant that we don’t try to hide it or sug-
arcoat it. Whether it happens here,
whether it happens in Europe, no mat-
ter where it happens, any form of anti-
Semitism, any form of hatred of one
group toward another needs to be
roundly condemned and stopped. That
is what we are trying to do here.

It hasn’t even been a century since
we heard this canary in the coal mine:
political parties scapegoating Jews; in-
sidious campaigns that question the
humanity of Jewish populations or
their legitimacy as members of certain
societies; governments, popularly
elected governments, saying that it
was okay to hate.

We don’t think it is okay to hate.
That is why we are doing this. What we
hear today is unnerving in light of that
history.

Mr. Speaker, we know what happened
when too few good people stood up and
spoke out. We cannot allow that his-
tory to repeat. We must do whatever it
takes to ensure that it doesn’t.

This bill will help us address a part of
this growing concern. It will shine a
bright light on the resurgence of anti-
Semitism in Europe. It is just a piece
of the puzzle, but it is a good start.

I am proud to stand with my col-
leagues today to support this measure.
I urge all Members to do the same.

I thank the others on this side of the
aisle and the other side of the aisle who
have spoken on this, especially Chair-
man ROYCE.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

First, let me say that the words just
spoken by Ranking Member ELIOT
ENGEL are precisely the sentiment that
I think we all wish to convey. We must
do all we can to combat anti-Semitism
in all of its insidious forms, and we do
it because the consequences, the horri-
fying consequences of doing nothing in
the face of such evil, are unconscion-
able. We must not repeat the mistakes
of the past by remaining silent, as this
same poison affects our communities
today.

Passage of this bill sends a clear sig-
nal that anti-Semitism has no place in
free societies and urges our European
partners to provide practical guidance
that will empower law enforcement and
better equip them to tackle this rising
problem, and it sends the message that
our own law enforcement is willing to
work hand in hand with theirs in order
to tackle this problem.

I appreciate the work of Congress-
woman LOWEY and Congresswoman
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ROS-LEHTINEN and, of course, Mr.
ENGEL, the ranking member. I urge my
colleagues to join me in support of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in support of H.R. 672, the Com-
bating Anti-Semitism Act of 2017, sponsored
by my friend NITA LOWEY. | and all of our fel-
low Co-Chairs of the Bi-Partisan Task Force
for Combating Anti-Semitism are original co-
sponsors.

Among its provisions, the bill would require
the State Department to include in existing an-
nual reports information about the security
challenges and needs of European Jewish
communities and European law enforcement.
This report would also document related U.S.
government efforts to partner with European
law enforcement agencies and civil society
groups.

H.R. 672 is important and timely. As wit-
nesses testified at a hearing | chaired in
March on “Anti-Semitism Across Borders,”
physical attacks on European Jewish commu-
nities, and other forms of anti-Semitic hatred,
remain rampant on the continent. Rabbi Andy
Baker, Personal Representative of the OSCE
Chairperson-in-Office on Combating Anti-Sem-
itism and Director of International Jewish Af-
fairs at the American Jewish Committee noted
that even after the deadly anti-Semitic attacks
in Paris, Brussels and Copenhagen, “prob-
lems still remain. Governments have taken dif-
ferent approaches, and some only in stop-gap
measures.” Rabbi Baker also emphasized that
“We need to be clear-eyed in confronting and
combating anti-Semitism, which manifests
itself on both the right and the left.”

At the same hearing, Paul Goldenberg, Di-
rector of the Security Community Network and
Senior Advisor to the Rutgers University Faith-
Based Communities Security Program, warned
that “Ever-more connected, extremist groups
in the United States are borrowing, adapting
and enhancing the tactics and strategies
adopted in Europe.” This is an especially so-
bering warning, given the man recent anti-Se-
mitic incidents here in the United States.

Mark Weitzman, Director of Government Af-
fairs for the Simon Wiesenthal Center, empha-
sized that “Fighting antisemitism has always
been a bipartisan commitment and in today’s
fractured political world it is more necessary
than ever that the U.S. maintain its diplomatic
and moral leadership in this issue. . . . we
would strongly suggest that the position [of
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Anti-
Semitism] even be upgraded, to that of Am-
bassador, thus demonstrating the importance
attached by our government to this issue.”

H.R. 672 is an example of such bi-partisan-
ship. It would ensure that the Special Envoy,
other U.S. officials, the Congress, and civil so-
ciety—especially European Jewish commu-
nities that their security groups—have key in-
formation to act fully and effectively. With the
right information, and robust action, the United
States can help ensure the safety and security
of Jewish communities in Europe and else-
where.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 672, as
amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

EXPRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
HOUSE REGARDING THE FIGHT
AGAINST CORRUPTION IN CEN-
TRAL AMERICA

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 145) ex-
pressing the sense of the House of Rep-
resentatives regarding the fight
against corruption in Central America,
as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 145

Whereas according to Transparency Inter-
national’s 2016 Corruption Perception Index,
the citizens of Honduras, Guatemala, El1 Sal-
vador, and Nicaragua perceive high levels of
government corruption;

Whereas widespread corruption in Central
America weakens citizens’ faith in public in-
stitutions, limits government capacity to ad-
vance development goals, and allows drug
traffickers and other criminals to thrive;

Whereas the International Commission
against Impunity in Guatemala (CICIG) was
created at the request of the Guatemalan
Government in 2007, and has strengthened
the capacity of Guatemalan institutions, es-
pecially the Office of the Attorney General,
to combat corruption;

Whereas the Office of the Attorney General
of Guatemala and CICIG have recently col-
laborated to investigate and prosecute a se-
ries of corruption cases involving high-level
government officials, demonstrating that it
is possible for governments in Central Amer-
ica to confront entrenched corruption, and
that no one is above the law;

Whereas the Attorney General of El Sal-
vador has made significant progress in tack-
ling corruption at the highest levels;

Whereas after thousands of Hondurans
joined street protests against corruption and
in favor of an International Commission
against Impunity in Honduras, the Honduran
Government reached an agreement with the
Organization of American States to create
the Mission to Support the Fight against
Corruption and Impunity in Honduras
(MACCIH);

Whereas MACCIH has begun to assist the
Office of the Attorney General of Honduras
with the investigation into the more than
$300,000,000 that was embezzled from the In-
stitute of Social Security; and

Whereas the leadership of CICIG and
MACCIH and the attorneys general of Hon-
duras, Guatemala, and El Salvador have
faced significant challenges, including cred-
ible threats against their lives, attempts to
publicly discredit their work, or efforts to
remove them from their posts: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) reaffirms that combating corruption in
the Northern Triangle is an important policy
interest for the United States;

(2) acknowledges that the International
Commission against Impunity in Guatemala
(CICIG) and the Mission to Support the
Fight against Corruption and Impunity in
Honduras (MACCIH) are currently making
important contributions to this effort;
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