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House Agriculture Committee, Chair-
man CONAWAY, for moving this bill for-
ward.

This is a good government bill that
eliminates red tape to unleash private
investment. At a time when rural
America is struggling—it is people like
Representative POLIQUIN and all of us—
we must do all we can to encourage
growth and development in rural com-
munities, many that we all serve, but
also the one that Representative
POLIQUIN serves in Old Town, Maine. I
urge all of my colleagues to support
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1177 is a bill that
will allow the city of Old Town, Maine,
to move forward with economic devel-
opment plans that have been hampered
by Federal red tape. H.R. 1177 removes
the current deed restriction on the
land surrounding the Old Town airport.
This will allow the city to implement
economic development initiatives that
will create jobs and spur economic ac-
tivity in the area.

As a pilot, I am glad to see that the
airport will not be impacted by this
change and will continue to meet the
region’s air transportation needs.
Again, H.R. 1177 is common sense, rea-
sonable legislation. I urge my col-
leagues to vote ‘‘yes.”

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) for sup-
porting this legislation.

I yield 4 minutes to the gentleman
from Maine (Mr. POLIQUIN), who actu-
ally was the one who brought this bill
to the attention of the House Agri-
culture Committee and to the floor
here today. It is his hard work, and
there are not many in this institution
who work harder than Representative
PoLIQUIN in addressing the needs of
rural America.

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Illinois for those
kind remarks.

I am so proud to represent the most
honest and hardworking Americans
you can find anywhere. Maine’s Second
Congressional District is, if not the
largest, the second largest congres-
sional district east of the Mississippi
River. It is about an 8-hour drive from
Fryeburg to Madawaska, and you are
going to spend about half your time
dodging moose and other critters on
the road. We are tough, we are rugged,
but we need jobs. We need jobs.

We have had a situation in our State
for the past 30 years where many of our
paper mills and sawmills and textile
mills and leather tanneries have
closed. We have a handful left. And
right smack in the middle of our State
is the great city of Old Town, Maine,
just a little bit north of Bangor. Old
Town has also suffered the closure of a
significant mill—or two, actually.
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Ron Harriman, who is the economic
development director of Old Town,
reached out to our office and said:
Bruce, we have a problem here. We
have a terrific piece of property sur-
rounding our airport. We have gone
through extensive work and cost to the
town to extend utilities to this piece of
land. But lo and behold, there is a Fed-
eral deed restriction on that land that
dates back decades that doesn’t allow
us to sell the land and develop it for
more jobs.

I don’t doubt at the time, Mr. Speak-
er, that the Federal Government that
was buying up local property across
the country, reclaiming it and turning
it into agricultural land, I don’t ques-
tion the purpose of that and the good
intentions of that; but that was a long
time ago.

We now have a situation where the
city of Old Town needs to be able to
sell this property in order to attract
other investment and other jobs to
help our families in central Maine. Re-
moving this deed restriction will allow
that to happen.

I am asking everybody in this Cham-
ber, Republicans and Democrats—and I
thank the gentleman from Minnesota
(Mr. PETERSON)—please support H.R.
1177. There are many times, Mr. Speak-
er, when all the government needs to
do is get out of the way. This is one ex-
ample. Let the Federal Government get
out of the way. We know how to create
jobs in the State of Maine. Let’s re-
move this red tape. Let’s let this land
be sold for folks who want to create
jobs. I would be very grateful for every-
body in this Chamber to support H.R.
1177 and let the people of central Maine
live better lives with more jobs and
more freedom.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I urge all Members to support
passage of this commonsense legisla-
tion, H.R. 1177.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. ROD-
NEY DAVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1177.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

EDWARD T. SCHAFER AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH CENTER

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.

Speaker, I move to suspend the rules

and pass the bill (H.R. 2154) to rename

the Red River Valley Agricultural Re-
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search Center in Fargo, North Dakota,
as the Edward T. Schafer Agricultural
Research Center, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2154

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. RENAMING OF THE RED RIVER VAL-
LEY AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH CEN-
TER IN FARGO, NORTH DAKOTA AS
THE EDWARD T. SCHAFER AGRICUL-
TURAL RESEARCH CENTER.

(a) RENAMING.—The Red River Valley Agri-
cultural Research Center in Fargo, North Da-
kota, shall hereafter be known and designated
as the “Edward T. Schafer Agricultural Re-
search Center’’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be considered to
be a reference to the Edward T. Schafer Agricul-
tural Research Center.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from I1-
linois (Mr. RODNEY DAVIS) and the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

I rise today in support of H.R. 2154, to
rename the Red River Valley Agricul-
tural Research Center in Fargo, North
Dakota, as the Edward T. Schafer Agri-
cultural Research Center. And this, Mr.
Speaker, is in spite of the fact that it
is located at North Dakota State Uni-
versity, which, in January of 2015, beat
my Illinois State Red Birds for the FCS
football championship and caused me
to have to bring cupcakes from Nor-
mal, Illinois, to pay a bet with my col-
league who is the author of this bill,
Congressman KEVIN CRAMER. So I still
support this bill in spite of those ac-
tions because it is a good bill, Mr.
Speaker.

Ed Schafer served as North Dakota’s
Governor from 1992 to 2000, and as our
Nation’s Secretary of Agriculture from
2008 to 2009. Renaming the Red River
Valley Agricultural Research Center in
Fargo, North Dakota, to honor Sec-
retary Schafer is a fitting tribute to
his distinguished career in public serv-
ice.

Located in Secretary Schafer’s home
State and at one of the Nation’s pre-
mier land grant universities, this re-
search center continues to advance its
vital work on improving crops to
strengthen our Nation’s food security.
I greatly appreciate the work—in spite
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of the cupcakes—that Congressman
KEVIN CRAMER has put forth on this
bill, his leadership, and I urge my col-
leagues to join me today in supporting
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

H.R. 2154 recognizes former U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Secretary and
former North Dakota Governor Ed
Schafer by renaming the Red River
Valley Agricultural Research Center in
his honor.

The research center serves the re-
gion, including my district in Min-
nesota, by coordinating five research
units in two Fargo laboratories. The
center does a wide range of work with
a focus on animal metabolism-agricul-
tural chemicals, cereal crops, insect
genetics and biochemistry, sugar beet
and potato, and sunflower and plant bi-
ology research.

I worked closely with Ed Schafer
when he was at USDA and also during
the time he was North Dakota’s Gov-
ernor. We worked on many things to-
gether. Some of them were pleasant
and some of them not so pleasant, such
as floods and so forth.

I think it is a fitting recognition for
an outstanding career in government,
and I am happy to be here to support
this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, again, I thank the gentleman
from Minnesota (Mr. PETERSON) for
supporting this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 minutes to the
gentleman from North Dakota (Mr.
CRAMER), the author of this bill.

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
Mr. DAvis and my colleague, Mr.
PETERSON, from across the Red River
in Minnesota for their support for this
renaming of the Red River Valley Agri-
cultural Research Center. For all of the
reasons that Representative PETERSON
talked about, it is a world-class facil-
ity in a world-class town, and I think it
should be named after a world-class
guy, and I think Ed Schafer is that.

I had the opportunity to serve under
Ed when he was Governor for 8 years. I
served in his cabinet. His intellect and
his common sense are matched only by
his boundless energy and his eternal
optimism, qualities he brings to every
job he does, including his work at the
Department of Agriculture.

When he was recognized by his
former Governor colleague, President
George W. Bush, and asked to join the
administration in that department, it
was a remarkable thing not just for ag-
riculture, not just for Ed, but for our
State. North Dakota is number one in
the production of many crops. Agri-
culture is the number one industry in
our State. It is what makes North Da-
kota what North Dakota is: the ability
to feed hungry people in a growing
world. Ed brought that common sense
to USDA and that work ethic that
works the land so effectively.
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I feel like this is a fitting tribute to
him. It is a celebration not only of his
accomplishments, but a celebration of
agriculture in North Dakota and the
entire Red River Valley, including Con-
gressman PETERSON’s district, and real-
ly for our world.

I would note that our two Senators,
while it is easy for me to get una-
nimity in the House for the North Da-
kota House caucus since I am the only
one, North Dakota’s two Senators have
a companion bill in the Senate intro-
duced by Senator HOEVEN and cospon-
sored by Senator HEITKAMP, and they
support this effort as well.

I appreciate the work of the com-
mittee and the work of Ed Schafer, and
I look forward, hopefully, to a celebra-
tion of the renaming.

Mr. PETERSON. Mr. Speaker, I have
no further speakers on this side. Again,
I thank the gentleman from North Da-
kota (Mr. CRAMER) for bringing this
forward. Mr. Schafer is a great member
of our community. He spends some
time in my hometown every year and I
have gotten to know him very well. He
very much deserves this honor. I am
happy to support this bill, and I ask my
colleagues to support it.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I agree with my colleagues
from Minnesota and North Dakota. I
urge all Members to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 2154, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

COMBATING EUROPEAN ANTI-
SEMITISM ACT OF 2017

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 672) to require con-
tinued and enhanced annual reporting
to Congress in the Annual Report on
International Religious Freedom on
anti-Semitic incidents in Europe, the
safety and security of European Jewish
communities, and the efforts of the
United States to partner with Euro-
pean governments, the European
Union, and civil society groups, to
combat anti-Semitism, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 672

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Combating

European Anti-Semitism Act of 2017,
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SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) During the past decade, there has been
a steady increase in anti-Semitic incidents
in Europe, resulting in European Jews being
the targets of physical and verbal harass-
ment and even lethal terrorist attacks, all of
which has eroded personal and communal se-
curity and the quality of daily Jewish life.

(2) According to reporting by the European
Union Agency for Fundamental Rights
(FRA), between 2005 and 2014, anti-Semitic
incidents increased in France from 508 to 851;
in Germany from 60 to 173; in Belgium from
58 to 130; in Italy from 49 to 86; and in the
United Kingdom from 459 to 1,168.

(3) Anti-Zionism has at times devolved into
anti-Semitic attacks, prompting condemna-
tion from many European leaders, including
French Prime Minister Manuel Valls, British
Prime Minister David Cameron, and German
Chancellor Angela Merkel.

(4) Since 2010, the Department of State has
adhered to the working definition of Anti-
Semitism by the European Monitoring Cen-
ter on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC).
Some contemporary examples of anti-Semi-
tism include the following:

(A) Calling for, aiding, or justifying the
killing or harming of Jews (often in the
name of a radical ideology or an extremist
view of religion).

(B) Making mendacious, dehumanizing, de-
monizing, or stereotypical allegations about
Jews as such, or the power of Jews as a col-
lective, especially, but not exclusively, the
myth about a world Jewish conspiracy or of
Jews controlling the media, economy, gov-
ernment, or other societal institutions.

(C) Accusing Jews as a people of being re-
sponsible for real or imagined wrongdoing
committed by a single Jewish person or
group, the State of Israel, or even for acts
committed by non-Jews.

(D) Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel
as a state, of inventing or exaggerating the
Holocaust.

(E) Accusing Jewish citizens of being more
loyal to Israel, or to the alleged priorities of
Jews worldwide, than to the interest of their
own countries.

(5) On October 16, 2004, the President signed
into law the Global Anti-Semitism Review
Act of 2004. This law provides the legal foun-
dation for a reporting requirement provided
by the Department of State annually on
anti-Semitism around the world.

(6) In November 2015, the House of Rep-
resentatives passed H. Res. 354 by a vote of
418-0, urging the Secretary of State to con-
tinue robust United States reporting on anti-
Semitism by the Department of State and
the Special Envoy to Combat and Monitor
Anti-Semitism.

(7) In 2016, the International Holocaust Re-
membrance Alliance (IHRA), comprised of 31
member countries, adopted a working defini-
tion of anti-Semitism which stated: ““Anti-
Semitism is a certain perception of Jews,
which may be expressed as hatred toward
Jews. Rhetorical and physical manifesta-
tions of anti-Semitism are directed toward
Jewish or non-Jewish individuals and/or
their property, toward Jewish community
institutions and religious facilities.”.

(8) The IHRA further clarified that mani-
festations of anti-Semitism might also tar-
get the State of Israel, conceived of as a Jew-
ish collectivity. Anti-Semitism frequently
charges Jews with conspiring to harm hu-
manity, and it is often used to blame Jews
for ‘“‘why things go wrong’’. It is expressed in
speech, writing, visual forms, and action,
and employs sinister stereotypes and nega-
tive character traits.

SEC. 3. SENSE OF CONGRESS.
It is the sense of Congress that—
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