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district, and I want to thank them for
their dedication to protect and serve.

I would like to honor some of these
courageous people who have long, dis-
tinguished careers or who have re-
cently retired: Sergeant Joe Eaton
from the Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office,
38 years and retired; Sergeant Troy
Kister, Omaha Police Department, 29
years and retired; Captain Kevin
Pokorny, LaVista Police Department,
32 years and retired; Deputy Stephanie
Squiers, Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office,
32 years and retired; Sergeant Don
Voss, Sarpy County Sheriff’s Office, 39
years and will soon retire; Deputy Den-
nis Yeaman, Douglas County Sheriff’s
Office, 42 years and still serving, near-
ing retirement.

I want to thank these officers and all
others for their service and sacrifice.
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Mr. Speaker, before I close, I am
often asked, as a 30-year, retired mili-
tary officer, to pay tribute to our law
enforcement and to compare. And what
strikes me is I used to operate or train
in the safety of home, but we would de-
ploy into harm’s way. Our law enforce-
ment, every single day, put themselves
in harm’s way. So we love our law en-
forcement, we respect them, and we
thank them.

———

REMEMBERING AND HONORING
ENDY EKPANYA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, as National
Police Week ends, the 800,000 Texans I
work for back home want to say
“thank you’ to all of the Americans
who came to Washington, D.C., and all
those that rose up in hometowns all
across America to support our police
officers—our sheriffs, our JPs, our con-
suls—and to join our heroes on that
thin blue line.

In Pearland, Texas, we want to thank
all Americans for remembering and
honoring one of our own: Pearland Po-
lice Officer Endy Ekpanya. In 2016, 145
police officers were Kkilled all across
America. Endy, sadly, joined that
group.

Endy was killed at 3:15 in the morn-
ing on Sunday, June 12, 2016, end of
watch, 339 days ago. He was killed on a
nonemergency call by a driver who was
high on drugs or booze. She T-boned his
car. He was 30 young years old.

Endy left behind the love of his life,
his fiance, Lucy, and his 2-year-old son,
Julian. They mourned in front of
Endy’s flag-draped coffin at his service
back home the week of his death.

Endy’s loss brought out the best in
Pearland, Brazoria County, in south-
east Texas. They shared tears with
Lucy and Julian. They swarmed them
with love. Every single Pearland police
officer left duty on that day to be
there, but Pearland was protected by
police officers all over southeast Texas
rising to the occasion.
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We continue working to ensure the
woman who killed Endy goes to prison
for a long time. The people of Pearland
are building a memorial at their police
station with Endy’s life on one wall. He
will be there with two others who lost
their lives in Pearland, Texas: Officer
Henry Wendell, Jr., end of watch, No-
vember 6, 1967; and Officer James Cas-
sidy, Jr., end of watch, May 16, 1973.

I have kept up with Lucy. The last
time we talked was early January. I
called to tell her that the entire Texas
House delegation—36 strong, Repub-
licans and Democrats—signed my bill
to name the post office in Pearland
after Endy. She was happy, but she
still felt pain. That was the first
Christmas back home with Endy’s par-
ents in New York.

Sadly, losses like Endy are still hap-
pening. This week, we learned that a
deputy sheriff in Montana was shot and
killed during a routine traffic stop; and
a police chief was shot in response to a
domestic violence incident in upstate
New York. And that was just yester-
day. This violence against our law en-
forcement officials must end.

During National Police Week, we
honor these heroes, the ones we have
lost, and we say a humble ‘‘thank you”
to their families. We will never, ever
forget their sacrifice. We pray for the
day that Lucy and Julian can join
Endy in Heaven. God bless Endy
Ekpanya and all of the heroes who gave
their lives on duty.

————————

HONORING PETER CYBULSKI AND
HAMEED ARMANI

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ZELDIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, many
Americans, when faced with that split-
second decision to act in a crisis with
selfless valor, or to flee, answer the
call of duty in service to their fellow
man.

In June 2016, NYPD Officers Peter
Cybulski and Hameed Armani, both of
whom I had the privilege to meet last
month, were on patrol in Times Square
when a suspected bomb was thrown
into their vehicle. Rather than
vacating their vehicle in place, these
officers selflessly drove their car one-
and-a-half blocks away from the public
in a crowded Times Square.

In that moment, when others might
have simply fled the scene to save their
own lives, Officers Cybulski and
Armani were prepared to sacrifice ev-
erything to save the people they were
sworn to protect. This selfless act of
bravery is just one of so many acts of
heroism by our police officers every
single day.

This week is National Police Week,
where we honor our members of law en-
forcement and remember the sacrifices
of those who have lost their lives in the
line of duty. The brave men and women
protecting our communities deserve
recognition for their selfless acts of
courage and commitment to serving
our Union.
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This special week began in 1962, when
President John F. Kennedy signed a
proclamation which designated May 15
as Peace Officers Memorial Day. Every
year, the week on which that date falls
is designated as National Police Week.
Since then, thousands of our officers
and their families from all across our
great Nation come to Washington,
D.C., during this week to be recognized
for their selfless duty and to honor
those who have fallen in service to
their community.

I have always believed that our Na-
tion has a perennial obligation to pro-
vide our police officers with every
ounce of support that we have to offer.
These heroes deserve to know that the
people of this Nation, for whom they
have given so much, are forever grate-
ful. It really is the least that we can do
for these brave men and women.

As a Member of Congress, I have
committed myself to ensuring law en-
forcement is given all of the support
necessary, and more, to carry out their
selfless mission. Last year, around this
time, we passed five key pieces of legis-
lation which both honor our police and
ensure those still serving possess the
tools and equipment needed to carry
out this responsibility.

Some of these bills included the Fall-
en Heroes Flag Act of 2016, the Federal
Law Enforcement Self-Defense and
Protection Act, and the Bulletproof
Vest Partnership Grant Program and
Reauthorization Act. And again this
year, this week, we are doing the same:
passing legislation to protect our law
enforcement who sacrifice so much to
protect us.

In recent years, our Nation has be-
come fractured, and our police have
been subject to acts of violence and ha-
tred. It is more important now than
ever before that law enforcement re-
ceives our unwavering appreciation,
support, and respect. Courage, leader-
ship, and a commitment to service,
these are the qualities embedded with-
in our members of law enforcement,
the traits by which they uphold deeply
with dignity and honor.

This week, and every week, it is so
important to honor those who have put
themselves into harm’s way to protect
us, our families, and our communities.
Their sacrifices will, and should, be re-
vered for generations to come.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 54
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

—
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.



May 17, 2017

PRAYER

Rabbi Thomas A. Louchheim, Con-
gregation Or Chadash, Tucson, Ari-
zona, offered the following prayer:

Loving God, each day raise up these
good women and men who are serving
our country with honor. Renew in them
the faith, hope, and love that brought
them to this vital work. Rekindle in
them the passion that first called them
to serve.

May you, our elected Representatives
from every State in our great Nation,
be granted today the courage of your
convictions; and may your eyes, your
ears, and your hearts be open to the
possibilities not yet imagined.

Compassionate God, may our fellow
Americans remember that these, Your
servants, are each made in the divine
image. They are our brothers and sis-
ters in a family bridging all philo-
sophical lines. May we treat them with
respect, for we know not the hard bat-
tles they must fight.

May Your blessings be on our mili-
tary and diplomats serving overseas.
Keep them safe from harm. Keep their
souls strong, and strengthen them to
serve with honor and courage.

May our prayers for kindness, jus-
tice, freedom, and peace, be answered
in our own day.

Amen.

——————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. WILLIAMS) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. WILLIAMS led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING RABBI THOMAS A.
LOUCCHEIM

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.
MCSALLY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Rabbi Thomas
Louccheim, who led us in the opening
prayer. He is a rabbi at the Congrega-
tion Or Chadash in Tucson, Arizona.
Rabbi Louccheim moved to Tucson
with his wife, Marcia, in 1989 and has
been a pillar in our community ever
since.

Having served as a rabbi at Temple
Emanu-El and as an executive for
Handmaker Hospice, he is a strong ad-
vocate for peace and religious har-
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mony. He worked closely with the Mus-
lim community in the aftermath of
September 11 and has continued to pro-
mote understanding by organizing an-
nual Muslim-Jewish peace walks.

He founded the first Jewish-Chris-
tian-Muslim Scriptural study group in
our community and has contributed to
interfaith literature. In a world where
religion too often divides us, Rabbi
Louccheim has shown that we are all
stronger together.

Rabbi Louchheim’s influence extends
past southeastern Arizona. In fact, his
influence reaches beyond this Earth.
The rabbi is a namesake for the only
space object in the universe named
after a rabbi, Asteroid 9584 Louccheim.

I was honored to join Rabbi
Louccheim in a Holocaust Remem-
brance walk last year. I have person-
ally witnessed his compassion and lead-
ership in the faith community in
southeastern Arizona. I am honored to
welcome him to the House of Rep-
resentatives today and to personally
thank him for offering this morning’s
prayer.

——

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MURPHY of Pennsylvania). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle.

———

RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
POLICE WEEK

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I am proud to stand before the House
today to recognize National Police
Week.

Every year at this time, law enforce-
ment officials from around the country
gather here to pay tribute to their fall-
en brethren and to stand with their
families. It is yet another measure of
their commitment to protect and
serve.

Over just this last year, four of Wis-
consin’s finest have lost their lives in
the line of duty: Trooper Anthony
Borostowski of the Wisconsin State Pa-
trol; Deputy Dan Glaze of the Rusk
County Sheriff’s Office; Officer Michael
Venture of the Town of Salem’s De-
partment of Public Safety; Detective
Jason Weiland of the Everest Metro-
politan Police Department.

Earlier this year, Detective Weiland
was Kkilled establishing a perimeter
during a standoff with a shooter who
took the lives of three people. Jason
left behind a wife and two children.

Anna, his daughter, almost 11 years
old, spoke at the funeral: ‘‘Our dad was
an amazing man that saved lives every
day,” she said. “We all know he is al-
ways and will be forever in our hearts.
He’ll be looking down on us, laughing
and crying.”

Looking down that day, Anna’s dad
saw some remarkable things: He saw
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thousands of people, many of whom he
had never met, lined up to pay their re-
spects; he saw cops in uniform from all
over the country, from New York, Chi-
cago, Oregon, and Canada; he saw
mourners and even pallbearers in green
and gold to honor his love of the Green
Bay Packers; and he saw blue ribbons
everywhere.

In a time when law enforcement is
targeted and too often politicized, we
must never take for granted the dan-
gers that they face. Every day and
every night, they leave their homes
and their families to protect ours.
They put their lives on the line to pro-
tect ours.

For their loved ones, all they hope
for, all they pray for, is to hear the car
pull into the driveway and see that fa-
miliar face come through the door.

And when the unspeakable happens,
when their watch is cut short, ours is
only beginning. The support that we
give to their families, the respect and
the appreciation we show for their fel-
low officers—it is the least we can do
as citizens, and must do, this week and
every week.

Today I ask the whole House to join
me in expressing our profound grati-
tude to law enforcement officers here
in the Capital and across the Nation.

——————

CELEBRATING 50TH ANNIVERSARY
OF REUNIFICATION OF JERU-
SALEM

(Mr. SUOZZI asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce bipartisan H. Res.
328 with my colleague from Florida,
FRANCIS ROONEY, celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the reunification of Je-
rusalem.

For centuries, the Jewish people
yearned to pray at the Western Wall,
the only remaining connection to the
Great Temple destroyed in 70 A.D., a
cry that infused their daily prayers.

Fifty years ago, in 1967, this mere
hope became a reality when Jerusalem
was finally reunified at the conclusion
of the Six-Day War.

Of that precious moment, Yitzhak
Rabin recounted: ‘“We stood among a
tangle of rugged, battle-weary men
who were unable to believe their eyes
or restrain their emotions. Their eyes
were moist with tears, their speech in-
coherent. The overwhelming desire was
to cling to the Wall, to hold on to that
great moment as long as possible.”

The reunification of Jerusalem re-
stored the city as a beacon of religious
freedom for all of the Abrahamic reli-
gions and the rights of Jews, Muslims,
and Christians to pray at their respec-
tive holy sites.

We share the joy of our brothers and
sisters as we celebrate this special
milestone and as we continue to strive
for a two-state solution between
Israelis and Palestinians. In a world of
increasing instability, our enduring re-
lationship with Israel was never more
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