United States
of America

Congressional Record

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE 1 15 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

Vol. 163

WASHINGTON, WEDNESDAY, MAY 17, 2017

No. 85

House of Representatives

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. FITZPATRICK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
May 17, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRIAN K.
FITZPATRICK to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

—————

LADIES IN WHITE 2017 FREEDOM
AWARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
last night I had the honor of presenting
the International Republican Insti-
tute’s 2017 Freedom Award to great
freedom fighters in my native home-
land of Cuba, the Ladies in White, las
Damas de Blanco, although my dear
friend Berta Soler, the leader of the
Ladies in White, was not able to be
there. Why? Because the Cuban regime

refused to allow her to leave the island.
We were lucky enough to have one of
the organization’s founding members,
Blanca Reyes Castanon, with us ac-
cepting the award on the group’s be-
half.

I have had the privilege of knowing
both Blanca and Berta for so many
years, and it has been an honor for me
to be able to raise awareness about the
brave and inspiring Ladies in White,
whether I do it here from the House
floor or by hosting them here in our
Nation’s Capital or in my district in
Miami, Florida.

Each Sunday in Cuba, the Ladies in
White fight for their relatives and all
political prisoners in Cuba, dem-
onstrating peacefully as they walk to
church.

Yet each Sunday, Mr. Speaker, they
are harassed. They are beaten. They
are arrested by the regime’s thugs.

As a Cuban refugee myself, fleeing
the island with my parents when I was
only 8 years old, I have seen how the
regime has morphed and evolved its
methods of repression over the years.

Its treatment of the Ladies in White
is emblematic of how it treats all polit-
ical dissidents, with intimidation, with
harassment, with arbitrary arrests,
with short-term detentions, with deny-
ing them the ability to travel, by try-
ing to bully dissidents into silence.

It attempts to disguise its tactics of
repression, trying to fly under the
radar so that outside eyes are fooled or
placated or feel that they can simply
look the other way. But we won’t, Mr.
Speaker. We won’t look the other way.

Despite all of the propaganda, despite
all of the misguided policy over the
past years, the reality is that the re-
gime’s repression is only getting worse,
and dissidents like the Ladies in White
are bearing the brunt of the regime’s
intimidation and violence.

The regime is terrified of anyone who
speaks for their God-given human
rights in Cuba. It wants to project an

image to the outside world that the sit-
uation in Cuba is improving, but we
must not be fooled, Mr. Speaker. The
regime will do whatever it takes to re-
main in power. That is its sole desire,
to remain in power. We must be clear-
eyed.

We must be honest about what is
really going on in Cuba. We must not
be placated by the regime’s lies or by
those who repeat them. We must fight
for the truth and show the Cuban peo-
ple that they are not alone, that to-
gether we all stand in solidarity with
them in the pursuit of freedom, in the
pursuit of democracy and the ability to
practice their religion, to live without
fear of arbitrary arrests, to live with-
out fear of torture, and finally one day
to be able to choose their own leaders.

And we can start by supporting the
faces of Cuba’s future, the dissidents,
the human rights champions, the de-
fenders of freedom, like the brave
women of the Ladies in White. They
represent the true Cuba. They are
Cuba’s future. And it was my honor to
present them with the IRI’s 2017 Free-
dom Award last night.

Congratulations to las Damas de
Blanco, the Ladies in White.

———

CALLING FOR IMPEACHMENT OF
THE PRESIDENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. AL GREEN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today with a heavy heart. I
rise today with a sense of responsi-
bility and duty to the people who have
elected me, a sense of duty to this
country, a sense of duty to the Con-
stitution of the United States of Amer-
ica.

I rise today, Mr. Speaker, to call for
the impeachment of the President of
the United States of America for ob-
struction of justice. I do not do this for
political purposes, Mr. Speaker. I do
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this because I believe in the great
ideals that this country stands for, lib-
erty and justice for all, the notion that
we should have government of the peo-
ple, by the people, for the people.

I do it because, Mr. Speaker, there is
a belief in this country that no one is
above the law, and that includes the
President of the United States of
America.

Mr. Speaker, our democracy is at
risk. Mr. Speaker, this offense has oc-
curred before our very eyes. It is per-
spicuous. It is easy to understand.

Mr. Speaker, we are talking about a
President who fired the FBI Director
who was investigating the President
for his connections to Russian involve-
ment in the President’s election.

Mr. Speaker, this is not about the
President firing the FBI Director be-
cause he was investigating someone
else. It is because the FBI Director was
investigating the President himself.
And after firing the Director, he went
on to let us know that he considered
the investigation when he fired him.
And then he tweeted language that
would be intimidation or a warning, an
admonition, very strong, to say the
very least.

Mr. Speaker, we cannot allow this to
g0 unchecked. The President is not
above the law. It is time for the Amer-
ican people to weigh in.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are a part of this democracy. This is a
participatory democracy. The Amer-
ican people don’t participate on elec-
tion day only. The American people
participate daily, and this is your day
to act. This is your day. I am speaking
to the American people. It is time for
you to act. It is time for you to let us
know where you stand.

I have seen a poll that indicates that
a majority of those who are being
polled are for impeachment. And I have
seen another poll that says a plurality
of those. Whether it is a majority or a
plurality, let us let the American peo-
ple weigh in. The American people
should speak up, speak out, stand up so
that we will get a sense of what the
American people want.

This is not something to be taken
lightly, and I do not. I think this is one
of the highest callings that a Member
of Congress has to address. I believe
that this is where your patriotism is
shown, where you demonstrate to the
American people where you really
stand. So I take this stand. It is a posi-
tion of conscience for me. I have not
talked to another person in Congress
about this. Each Member of Congress
has to make his or her own decision, so
this is not about my encouraging other
people to do things, other than the
American people.

This is about my position. This is
what I believe. This is where I stand. I
will not be moved. The President must
be impeached.

For those who do not know, impeach-
ment does not mean that the President
will be found guilty. It simply means
that the House of Representatives will

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

bring charges against the President. It
is similar to an indictment but not
quite the same thing.

Once a President is impeached, then
the Senate can have a trial to deter-
mine the guilt or innocence of the
President; whether he is guilty or not
guilty, to be more specific. But the
House of Representatives has a duty
that it can take up, and that is of im-
peachment.

I stand for impeachment of the Presi-
dent. How can you weigh in? Well, you
can contact my good friends over at
Free Speech For People. At that orga-
nization, they have a petition. The pe-
tition would allow you to weigh in and
become a part of the nearly 1 million
people who have already said the Presi-
dent ought to be impeached. You can
weigh in at
impeachdonaldtrumpnow.org. And be-
lieve me, if a plurality of the people
are saying it now, and that is the poll
that I really put my emphasis on, the
one that says a plurality believes that
the President should be impeached,
more than 40 percent, I think that can
grow. I assure you, once you weigh in,
American people, there will be a dif-
ference in the attitudes about this.

I want to thank you, Mr. Speaker, for
this opportunity because but for this
opportunity, you might not hear my
voice. I am a voice in the wilderness,
but I assure you that history will vin-
dicate me. I assure you that righteous-
ness will prevail. I assure you that no
lie can live forever, and truth crushed
to Barth will rise again.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President, such as accusations that he
committed an impeachable offense.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) for 5
minutes.

Mr. McCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning in recognition of National
Police Week and in honor of National
Peace Officers Memorial Day, which
was this past Monday. National Police
Week was established by President
Kennedy in 1962, as a day for Ameri-
cans to remember police officers who
lost their lives in the line of duty over
the previous year.

This year’s Peace Officers Memorial
Day was especially somber in my dis-
trict in western North Carolina as it
was the first time since Shelby police
officer Tim Brackeen was killed.

Officer Brackeen was a dedicated law
enforcement officer who began his ca-
reer with the Cleveland County Sher-
iff’s Office and later joined the Shelby
Police Department where, in 2012, he
was honored as the officer of the year.

Last September, Officer Brackeen
was working with his canine partner
Ciko when he was killed in the line of
duty, leaving behind his young wife
and his 4-year-old daughter.
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Mr. Speaker, I rise today to remem-
ber Officer Brackeen and all of the offi-
cers throughout our country who serve
us so diligently every day who lost
their lives serving our communities. It
is really important for us as Americans
to thank those who put themselves in
harm’s way so we may live peaceful
lives for our own benefit and for the
benefit of our communities.

Our men and women in blue put their
lives on the line each and every day to
keep us safe. When shots are fired, they
run toward the sound of the gun while
others are running away. I thank them
for their dedicated service, and I pray
each day for their continued safety.

————

HOLDING WHITE HOUSE
ACCOUNTABLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, the
House of Representatives is a separate
and coequal branch of government. We
don’t work for Donald Trump; we work
for the people of this great Nation. The
events of the last few months have
been deeply troubling. I am trying to
figure out when will my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle decide that it
is time to do your jobs and hold the
White House accountable for its ac-
tions. When will you do your job?

Seventeen different intelligence
agencies concluded that Russia inter-
fered with our election for the purpose
of helping to elect Donald Trump, but
that was not enough. High-level Trump
allies such as Carter Page, his foreign
policy adviser; Michael Flynn, his first
National Security Advisor; Jeff Ses-
sions, his Attorney General; Paul
Manafort, his campaign chairman; Mi-
chael Cohen, his personal attorney;
Roger Stone, his longtime political
confidant; Jared Kushner, his senior
adviser and son-in-law—top Trump al-
lies were having communications with
the Russians at the same time that
they were hacking into our election.
But apparently, that was not enough.

O 1015

Michael Flynn, the first National Se-
curity Advisor, was demonstrated to
have had an illegal conversation with
the Russian Ambassador in December
of 2016. He then lied about it to the
Vice President, who then delivered
misleading information to the Amer-
ican people. But guess what. For my
colleagues on the other side of the
aisle, that was not enough.

The Attorney General testified under
oath before Congress, and he said he
had no communications with the Rus-
sians during the campaign. It was sub-
sequently proven that he commu-
nicated with them twice at the Repub-
lican National Convention and then a
few months later in his office. He ei-
ther lied under oath, committed per-
jury, or delivered misleading informa-
tion to Congress, which would be a mis-
demeanor. Either way, he likely com-
mitted a crime. Silence from the other
side. Apparently that was not enough.
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