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THE UNDERLINE 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to congratulate Meg Daly, 
the board of directors, the founders and 
partners who have rallied behind the 
great vision of creating The Underline. 

Located in my congressional district, 
The Underline is a 10-mile linear park, 
an urban trail that extends from the 
Dadeland South station to the Miami 
River and that will connect millions of 
Americans across Miami-Dade County 
through safe, alternative methods of 
transportation. 

Mr. Speaker, this is underutilized 
land below Miami’s Metrorail that has 
transformative potential for commu-
nity mobility, positive economic im-
pact, and enhanced quality of life. 

Thanks to the overwhelming collabo-
ration of our south Florida commu-
nity, there are also many new ideas 
that will be incorporated in creating 
this vision, such as dog parks, yoga 
programs, street art, and pop-up stores. 
This Saturday, January 14, this rec-
reational space will feature local art-
ists, and the public will be able to expe-
rience art that inspires and challenges 
us to be healthy, mobile, and con-
nected. 

Congratulations to Meg and to all in-
volved in The Underline. 

f 

REPEAL AND DISPLACE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, for al-
most 8 years, we have heard about Re-
publicans’ plans to repeal and replace 
the Affordable Care Act. During that 
time, the House has voted dozens of 
times to repeal or defund ObamaCare; 
but now as Republicans prepare to take 
control of the White House, it is clear 
that Republicans don’t have a plan to 
replace ObamaCare. Instead, they will 
repeal and displace millions of hard-
working Americans, cutting them off 
from quality, affordable health care 
and making it even harder to get 
ahead. 

The Republican repeal and displace 
plan will take away health insurance 
from 30 million Americans and will in-
crease prescription drug costs, pre-
miums, and out-of-pocket expenses for 
American families; and it will end 
health coverage for millions of Ameri-
cans in order to give a huge tax cut to 
the richest Americans. Repealing 
ObamaCare will also cause a loss of 2.6 
million jobs, including 12,100 jobs in my 
home State of Rhode Island. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear: the Re-
publicans’ repeal and displace plan is 
just wrong. It is time for Republicans 
to end this charade and get back to 
doing the people’s work by partnering 
with Democrats to strengthen and im-
prove the Affordable Care Act and stop 

threatening all these harms on the 
American people. 

f 

SUPPORT FOR ISRAEL 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to reaffirm this Congress’ commitment 
to America’s greatest ally in the Mid-
dle East, Israel. 

Last week, the House of Representa-
tives voted overwhelmingly to object 
to the United Nations Security Council 
anti-Israel resolution. H. Res. 11 was 
supported by most Democrats and all 
but four Republicans. The House vote 
was prompted by the Obama adminis-
tration’s refusal to use its veto power 
to shoot down a U.N. resolution con-
demning Israeli settlements. 

As I wrote in a recent op-ed: This 
U.N. resolution was one-sided. It failed 
to recognize that Israel is the only 
Jewish state and that it is fighting for 
survival every single day. This U.N. 
resolution will be used to justify the 
actions of those who want to wipe 
Israel off the map. 

As I speak, we are still mourning 
Sunday’s attack on a group of Israeli 
soldiers that left four dead and more 
than a dozen injured. 

Mr. Speaker, I think most of us can 
agree that U.S.-Israel relations have 
hit a low point under this administra-
tion. When I first ran for Congress 4 
years ago, I ran on a seven-point plat-
form that included standing with 
Israel. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not waver in my 
support for our friend. I hope the in-
coming administration sets a new tone 
in reestablishing America’s alliance 
with the Jewish state. 

In God we trust. 
f 

YOUR VOICE DOES MATTER 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there is lots of incredible news out 
there. The Trump press conference just 
makes your head spin, but we have 
seen that the public’s voice does mat-
ter. 

Because of public outcry, within min-
utes after the late-night closed meet-
ings, the Republican plan to gut the 
independent Office of Congressional 
Ethics was reversed. In response to 
outrage about jeopardizing health care 
for millions of Americans, some Repub-
licans now admit that repealing the Af-
fordable Care Act is not quite so simple 
and maybe they should come up with a 
replacement, even if they don’t yet 
know how to do it. Senate Republicans 
even delayed some of the Cabinet con-
firmation hearings to allow a more or-
derly review and scrutiny. 

Your voice does matter. 
The President said last night that 

change only happens when ordinary 
people get involved, get engaged, and 

come together to demand it. Obviously, 
these fights are just beginning, but the 
last 10 days shows that together we can 
and will protect the values and pro-
grams so vital to America. 

f 

DATA IS BETTER THAN 
PREDICTIONS 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
whenever you see climate change in 
the news, remember the difference be-
tween actual data and exaggerated pre-
dictions. For example, much coverage 
was given yesterday to the predictions 
by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
that polar bears now face extinction 
because of climate change. That pre-
diction is contradicted by the evidence. 
The polar bear population has been in-
creasing and is now around 26,000, prob-
ably the highest number in many 
years. 

Climate alarmists want to scare peo-
ple with extreme predictions. Better 
for Americans to look at the scientific 
evidence and discount the wild tales. 
Climate change has many causes and 
has occurred throughout the history of 
the Earth. Real scientists acknowledge 
this and are hesitant to make long- 
range predictions. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KRISTIN NICHOLSON 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it is 
always difficult saying good-bye to a 
Member of our Hill family. When I was 
first elected to Congress, I sought a 
chief of staff who could work with me 
to help lead my team and shape my 
policy portfolio: someone who knew 
the Hill as well as the legislative proc-
ess in Congress; someone who was 
smart, strong, and compassionate; 
someone with sharp instincts; and, 
most importantly, someone I could 
trust. I found all of those qualities and 
so much more in Kristin Nicholson. 

As my chief of staff, Kristin has been 
a trusted confidant, adviser, and a true 
friend. So it is with both sadness and 
pride that after 16 years in my office I 
say good-bye to Kristin as she leaves 
the Hill to become director of the Gov-
ernment Affairs Institute at George-
town University. 

Kristin’s leadership has been essen-
tial to me and my entire staff; and al-
though we will miss her tremendously, 
she leaves behind a team that has bene-
fited from her professionalism, passion, 
humor, and grace under fire. 

Kristin, I cannot thank you enough 
for your service to me and the people of 
Rhode Island. Congratulations and best 
wishes. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 01:02 Jan 12, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00011 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K11JA7.019 H11JAPT1sm
ar

tin
ez

 o
n 

D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH314 January 11, 2017 

f 

OBAMACARE HAS NOT BEEN 
AFFORDABLE 

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, ObamaCare 
has been a disaster for Arizonans. My 
home State of Arizona has been hit the 
hardest. Premiums in Arizona for 
many have increased over 100 percent, 
and providers have fled the State, leav-
ing some counties with one provider 
and little options for healthcare insur-
ance. 

ObamaCare must be repealed. In fact, 
there is no constitutional authority 
given to the Federal Government to 
take over our healthcare system. These 
issues are, in fact, best left to the 
States to manage. 

I am advocating for a complete re-
peal of ObamaCare as soon as possible, 
with a transition period of no longer 
than 24 months. 

The approach I am suggesting will re-
move government from between pa-
tients and their doctors. Our alter-
native will encourage competition, 
which will in turn lead to lower costs 
to all Americans, but in particular, Ar-
izonans. 

I remain committed to seeing this 
happen. 

f 

UNION CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Union City Public 
Schools for their outstanding achieve-
ments. 

Having come to the United States 
from Cuba as a child, I experienced the 
challenges of assimilating into a new 
community firsthand. As the rep-
resentative of one of our Nation’s most 
diverse districts, many of my constitu-
ents experience these challenges every 
day. Giving immigrants the tools they 
need to succeed is not only beneficial 
to our country, it is sound policy. 

According to The Wall Street Jour-
nal, Union City Public Schools ‘‘have 
become a model for ushering low-in-
come English-language learners into 
the mainstream.’’ 

With a student body that is 95 per-
cent Hispanic, one of the keys to Union 
City Public Schools’ success is their 
English as a second language program 
and their early childhood program-
ming. The programming has become a 
model for educators in the U.S. and as 
far away as Europe. Graduation rates 
have also increased by nearly 10 per-
cent, in just 2 years, in the district. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to represent 
a school district that has made tremen-
dous strides in easing the transition of 
immigrant youth into our society and 
become the foundation of success for 
thousands of children and young 
adults. 

COMMENDING THE EFFORTS OF 
PEOPLE FOR LIFE 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to commend 
the efforts of People for Life, a non-
profit in Erie County, Pennsylvania, 
that is dedicated to educating and pro-
moting right-to-life causes in north-
western Pennsylvania. 

This organization hosts several 
events throughout the year to bring to-
gether people of the pro-life commu-
nity. People for Life organizes an an-
nual bus trip to participate in the na-
tional March for Life in Washington, 
D.C., and it also hosts its own March 
for Life in Erie. 

For nearly four decades, People for 
Life has hosted a Pro-Life Breakfast 
that highlights the sanctity of human 
life in all phases and conditions. 
Attendees can hear stories of love, 
courage, and victory through God’s 
mercy and grace. 

I thank People for Life for all the 
work it has done in Erie and north-
western Pennsylvania on this topic of 
such great importance. They work to 
save lives through education and love. 
They recognize how sacred each human 
life is and fully understand the need to 
protect the most vulnerable. They are 
a voice for the voiceless. I am deeply 
grateful for their work. 

f 

WE MUST STRENGTHEN FLIGHT 
SAFETY MEASURES 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, nearly 8 years ago, western 
New Yorkers watched in horror as Con-
tinental flight 3407 crashed, tragically 
ending the lives of those on board. 
Since then, the families of those lost 
have turned their grief into a relentless 
fight to strengthen pilot training and 
flight safety rules. 

Today, the families of flight 3407 are 
in attendance at the Senate nomina-
tion hearing for the new Secretary of 
Transportation. Their presence is an 
urgent reminder that the work of Con-
gress and the administration still re-
mains to be done. 

In 2010, Congress passed landmark 
flight safety legislation with the fami-
lies of 3407 leading the charge. Since 
then, there have been nearly 8 years of 
no fatal commercial crashes on domes-
tic U.S. airlines. Now the Federal Avia-
tion Administration reauthorization is 
on the horizon, and we must further 
strengthen flight safety measures. 

It is essential that we continue to 
stand alongside the families of flight 
3407 and fight attempts to roll back 
pilot training and safety provisions. We 
must not forget those we lost nearly 8 
years ago and do all that is possible to 
prevent another tragedy of this kind. 

b 1215 

TRADE IS A TWO-WAY STREET 

(Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, some people have expressed 
concern that President-elect Trump 
will start a trade war if he gets tough 
on trade. But what they are not admit-
ting, or perhaps it has never occurred 
to them, is that we have been in a 
trade war for many years, and we have 
been losing. 

China has followed a China-first pol-
icy for years to their great benefit, 
while we have sent millions of good 
jobs to other countries and several mil-
lion of our young people now can find 
jobs only in restaurants. 

With only 4 percent of the world’s 
population, we buy 21.7 percent of the 
world’s goods. We used to buy about 25 
percent, but we have more competition 
around the world now as most coun-
tries are trying to move away from so-
cialism while we seemingly move to-
ward it. But we still have tremendous 
leverage on trade that we have not 
used because every country wants des-
perately into our markets. 

We need to negotiate trade deals that 
will create more jobs in this country. 
We need, Mr. Speaker, to tell foreign 
leaders that we want to buy things 
from them, but they need to start buy-
ing from us, too. Friendship is a two- 
way street. 

f 

DON’T MAKE AMERICA SICK AGAIN 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, the Congressional Budget Of-
fice estimated that 22 million Ameri-
cans would lose their health insurance 
if the Republican bill from last Con-
gress becomes law. Let’s don’t make 
America sick again. 

There should be no repeal of health 
reform without an immediate, ade-
quate replacement that achieves the 
same historic goals in coverage, en-
sures people with preexisting condi-
tions aren’t blocked or priced out of 
the market, and that plans cover a 
basic set of benefits and consumer pro-
tections. 

Repealing the Affordable Care Act 
without a replacement in place will 
cause chaos. Millions will lose cov-
erage; the individual insurance market 
will be in shambles; doctors, hospitals, 
and States will lose billions; and the 
economy will be hurt. Without health 
insurance, people with chronic diseases 
will lose care and become sicker. 

Every major law that Congress has 
passed needs oversight and revision to 
make sure it is as effective as intended. 
Congress can amend any law, but doing 
so in a way that will cause 22 million of 
the newly insured people to be without 
health insurance is just wrong. 
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Text Box
 CORRECTION

April 17, 2017 Congressional Record
Correction To Page H314
January 11, 2017 on Page H314 the following appeared: (Mr. HIGGINS asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute.) Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, nearly 8 

The online version has been corrected to read: Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute.) Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, nearly 8  
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