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USPS FOOD DRIVE 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, in advance 
of the 20th annual Letter Carriers’ 
Stamp Out Hunger Food Drive next 
Saturday, let us recognize the unsung 
heroes within our communities: our 
letter carriers. 

Take David Crestik from San Diego, 
who carried an injured elderly woman 
out of a burning mobile home, called 
911, and then finished his route; or 
Shawn Kang from Stockton, who res-
cued a person trapped underneath his 
car. 

On May 13, letter carriers will stock 
struggling food pantries across our 
country through the Stamp Out Hun-
ger Food Drive. Last year, they col-
lected over 80 million pounds of non-
perishable canned goods, a record. 
Let’s remember, one in six Americans 
don’t know where their next meal is 
coming from. So let’s honor and recog-
nize the tremendous leadership, com-
passion, and dedication of our letter 
carriers. They serve our communities 
and they are a vital part of them. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

(Mr. PERRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize the first week in May as 
Small Business Week in the United 
States and to applaud the contribu-
tions of the 1 million small-business 
owners from across the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania. 

The entrepreneurs at the helm of 
these businesses take on great risk. As 
a former small-business owner myself, 
I fully understand that risk as well as 
the colossal responsibility associated 
with signing the front side of a pay-
check. 

Small business is the backbone of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, em-
ploying millions of people, roughly half 
of the private sector workforce in our 
Commonwealth. Their success is our 
success. We thank them for all they do 
to drive innovation forward and create 
and sustain careers of tomorrow. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
SERGEANT JOSHUA RODGERS 

(Mr. LAHOOD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today with a heavy heart to honor Ser-
geant Joshua Rodgers, who made the 
ultimate sacrifice last Wednesday 
night in Afghanistan. Sergeant Rod-
gers was a native of Bloomington, Illi-
nois, in my congressional district, and 
was one of two American soldiers 
killed during a raid targeting an ISIS 
prison last week. 

Sergeant Rodgers graduated from 
Normal Community High School in 
2013, where he competed on the track 
and football teams. His teammates and 
coaches remember him as a hard work-
er and a great leader. He had a true 
sense of duty and believed it necessary 
to serve his country. 

After graduation from high school, 
he enlisted in the Army, achieving the 
position of Army Ranger. In his short 
career, he did three tours in Afghani-
stan. He would go on to receive numer-
ous medals for his service, such as the 
Army Achievement Medal and the 
Global War on Terrorism Service 
Medal. 

Sergeant Joshua Rodgers was a man 
of courage, and he gave his life on the 
battlefield fighting against the evil of 
ISIS and terrorism. His bravery and 
sacrifice in the name of liberty and 
freedom will not be forgotten. My 
thoughts and prayers are with Joshua’s 
family during this difficult period. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time, I would 
ask that the House rise and take a mo-
ment of silence to pay tribute to Ser-
geant Joshua Rodgers for his service 
and sacrifice for our country and for 
free people everywhere. 

f 

THANKING AMERICA’S TEACHERS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, Sunday marks the start 
of Teacher Appreciation Week nation-
wide. The National Education Associa-
tion and the National PTA have 
teamed up to celebrate America’s hard-
working, dedicated, and passionate 
teachers. 

Tuesday, May 9, is the official Teach-
er Day. 

Mr. Speaker, I think every Member 
of this House can think of a teacher 
who had a positive influence on not 
only their education, but their life. Our 
teachers push students to achieve their 
best and they show students how to re-
alize their full potential. 

Teachers are often the most under-
rated, yet powerful professionals in the 
entire world. They truly do shape 
young minds. Teachers lend a caring 
hand and extend a loving heart. They 
make differences in the lives of our 
students academically, emotionally, 
and physically. 

So to every teacher in America, I say 
to you: Thank you for the job that you 
do, for the hours that you work, for the 
patience you show, and for the impact 
you have on so many lives. Happy Na-
tional Teachers Week. This Nation 
would be lost without you. 

f 

b 1230 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

(Mr. MARSHALL asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, today, 
as we celebrate Small Business Week, I 
rise to recognize, commend, and stress 
the importance of small businesses of 
this country. 

I have the honor of serving on the 
House Small Business Committee 
every day, and I am reminded that 
small businesses are the pillars and the 
cornerstones of the American economy. 

The National Small Business Asso-
ciation recently met in our Nation’s 
Capital. They communicated to me 
their biggest concerns were health care 
and government overregulation. That 
is why we believe doing nothing with 
health care is not an option. That is 
why this Congress must strive to end 
the overburdensome regulation this 
government does to kill jobs. 

All across Kansas, and this country, 
small businesses are driving economic 
opportunity, innovation, and growth. 
This week, and every week, we must 
keep their contributions at the fore-
front of our decisionmaking. 

f 

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK 

(Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. KUSTOFF of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today in honor of Small 
Business Week. 

Small businesses are the backbone of 
the American economy and the main 
driver of our local communities. In 
fact, two-thirds of all new jobs in the 
United States are created by small 
businesses. It is crucial that our entre-
preneurs and small-business owners 
have the support that they need; and as 
legislators, it is incumbent upon us to 
create an environment that allows 
them to succeed. 

I am proud to be a member of the Fi-
nancial Services Committee as we 
mark up a bill today that will give our 
small businesses the boost that they 
need. 

The previous administration enacted 
rules and regulations that helped some 
big companies and some big cities but 
slowed growth for our small businesses 
in rural communities. The Financial 
CHOICE Act will repeal Dodd-Frank’s 
one-size-fits-all regulations and finally 
allow small businesses to access the 
capital they need to grow and to pros-
per. 

I am grateful for this opportunity to 
celebrate the remarkable small busi-
nesses in the Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict of Tennessee, and I look forward 
to working with my colleagues to pass 
financial regulatory reform that will 
revive our economy. 

f 

NATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
WEEK 

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize National Travel and 
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Tourism Week, which runs from May 7 
to May 13. 

I grew up in Tarpon Springs, Florida, 
where our historic sponge docks, au-
thentic Greek communities, and beau-
tiful waterways draw visitors from 
around the State, country, and the 
world. 

As a young kid, I worked in my 
grandfather’s bakery in Tarpon 
Springs, Florida. Many of our cus-
tomers were tourists coming to sample 
Greek pastries on their visit to Tarpon 
Springs. 

Today, tourism remains important to 
businesses in our community. And in 
2015, both business and leisure trav-
elers spent $2 billion in Florida’s 12th 
Congressional District. 

Travel and tourism is one of the larg-
est industries in the United States. 
Last year alone, it generated more 
than $2.3 trillion in economic output, 
and it is responsible for 15.3 million 
jobs nationwide. 

In honor of National Travel and 
Tourism Week, I thank the people who 
work each day to welcome travelers 
and keep this important industry 
strong. 

f 

REPEAL AND REPLACE THE 
AFFORDABLE CARE ACT 

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I hope 
that tomorrow the House has the op-
portunity to deliver on the promise 
that the President made and Repub-
licans made to finally repeal and re-
place the Affordable Care Act which is 
crumbling around us. 

Mr. Speaker, we do everything we 
said we would do. Maintain coverage 
for preexisting conditions and guar-
antee it, check. In fact, with the Mac-
Arthur amendment and the Palmer 
amendment, we establish high-risk 
pools that will actually bring down the 
premium costs for people with pre-
existing conditions, as it will for all 
Americans. 

Guarantee coverage and renew-
ability, check. Coverage for people up 
to age 26 on their parents’ plan, check. 
No discrimination based on gender, 
check. 

And most importantly, in the Med-
icaid program, we not only preserve 
but strengthen coverage for our elder-
ly, sick, disabled, and pregnant women 
on that plan. 

Mr. Speaker, it is about time we re-
peal and replace the Affordable Care 
Act. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois) laid before 
the House the following communica-
tion from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, May 3, 2017. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
May 3, 2017, at 9:19 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed S. 141. 
That the Senate passed without amend-

ment H.R. 274. 
That the Senate passed with amendments 

H.R. 366. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENTS TO 
H.R. 244, HONORING INVEST-
MENTS IN RECRUITING AND EM-
PLOYING AMERICAN MILITARY 
VETERANS ACT OF 2017 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 305 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 305 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 244) to encour-
age effective, voluntary investments to re-
cruit, employ, and retain men and women 
who have served in the United States mili-
tary with annual Federal awards to employ-
ers recognizing such efforts, and for other 
purposes, with the Senate amendments 
thereto, and to consider in the House, with-
out intervention of any point of order, a sin-
gle motion offered by the chair of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations or his designee 
that the House concur in the Senate amend-
ments numbered 2 and 3, and that the House 
concur in the Senate amendment numbered 1 
with an amendment consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 115-16 modified by 
the amendment printed in the report of the 
Committee on Rules accompanying this res-
olution. The Senate amendments and the 
motion shall be considered as read. The mo-
tion shall be debatable for one hour equally 
divided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the motion to 
final adoption without intervening motion or 
demand for division of the question. 

SEC. 2. The chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations may insert in the Congressional 
Record not later than May 3, 2017, such ma-
terial as he may deem explanatory of the 
Senate amendments and the motion speci-
fied in the first section of this resolution. 

SEC. 3. The chair of the Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence may insert in the 
Congressional Record not later than May 3, 
2017, such material as he may deem explana-
tory of intelligence authorization measures 
for the fiscal year 2017. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Oklahoma is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), my 
friend, pending which I yield myself 

such time as I may consume. During 
consideration of this resolution, all 
time yielded is for the purpose of de-
bate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday 

the Rules Committee met and reported 
a rule for consideration of two very im-
portant measures. First, the resolution 
provides for consideration of Senate 
amendments to H.R. 244, the Consoli-
dated Appropriations Act of 2017. 

The rule provides for 1 hour of de-
bate, equally divided and controlled by 
the chair and ranking member of the 
Appropriations Committee. In addi-
tion, the resolution provides for consid-
eration of the FY 2017 Intelligence Au-
thorization Act as an amendment to 
the underlying bill. 

Mr. Speaker, the appropriations 
package in front of us is the first suc-
cessful bicameral, bipartisan negotia-
tion of the Trump administration. It 
has broad bipartisan support in both 
Houses of Congress. All Members can 
feel good about the work of the Appro-
priations Committee, especially our 
chairman, Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN of New 
Jersey, and our Ranking Member, Mrs. 
LOWEY of New York. In the House, the 
work must continue today but, hope-
fully, will be concluded today. 

The package in front of us not only 
keeps the government open and oper-
ating through the end of the fiscal 
year, but it also represents a successful 
completion of key member priorities 
on both sides of the aisle. 

This bill provides for a $25.7 billion 
increase in defense spending, notably 
including an additional $7.3 billion for 
Department of Defense readiness and 
training, as well as the largest pay 
raise our troops have received in 6 
years. These funds will help us enhance 
our military readiness and marks an 
end to the erosion of our national mili-
tary strength. 

Importantly, we accomplished this 
without a dollar-for-dollar increase in 
nondefense discretionary spending, a 
practice which was imposed upon us by 
the previous administration. That 
practice threatened to drive our na-
tional deficit even higher. I am pleased 
that we broke that connection, for we 
should never operate under such a for-
mula in the future. 

This measure also provides for an in-
crease of $1.5 billion in funding for bor-
der security. $772 million is available 
for key administration priorities like 
border security technology enhance-
ments and infrastructure improve-
ments. It also increases funding for 
Customs and Border Patrol to improve 
operational effectiveness. And, I note, 
the President has wide authority and 
latitude to deploy these dollars where 
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