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NOT VOTING—14
Brat Kelly (IL) Panetta
Chaffetz Larsen (WA) Perlmutter
Ferguson Maloney, Reed
Frelinghuysen Carolyn B. Slaughter
Gohmert Meng Tipton
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So the Journal was approved.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, | was un-
avoidably detained and missed rollcall vote
Nos. 240, 241, 242, 243, 244, and 245. Had
| been present, | would have voted “aye” on
votes 242 and 243. | would have voted “nay”
on votes 240, 241, 244 and 245.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
SENATE AMENDMENTS TO H.R.
244, HONORING INVESTMENTS IN
RECRUITING AND EMPLOYING
AMERICAN MILITARY VETERANS
ACT OF 2017

Mr. COLE, from the Committee on
Rules, submitted a privileged report
(Rept. No. 115-108) on the resolution (H.
Res. 3056) providing for consideration of
the Senate amendments to the bill
(H.R. 244) to encourage effective, vol-
untary investments to recruit, employ,
and retain men and women who have
served in the United States military
with annual Federal awards to employ-
ers recognizing such efforts, and for
other purposes, which was referred to
the House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

—————

POLL SHOWS MEDIA IS NOT
MAINSTREAM

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the national media’s continued crusade
against President Trump further dem-
onstrates that they are not main-
stream.

A Morning Consult poll found that a
majority of Americans believe the
media is ‘‘out of touch with everyday
Americans.” Most significantly, 37 per-
cent said they trusted President Trump
to tell the truth, while only 29 percent
said the media is truthful.

The media’s open hostility to the
President continues to erode his credi-
bility. A poll by the University of Vir-
ginia Center for Politics found that 88
percent of Trump voters agree with
him that the media ‘‘is the enemy of
the American people.”

Let’s hope the media will put aside
their bias and give the President fair
and objective coverage. It may be the
only way for the media to rebuild their
credibility.

———
AMERICA’S WORKERS NEED JOBS
AND A RENEGOTIATED NAFTA
(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given

permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, President
Trump claims to have brought pro-
found change in his first 100 days in of-
fice, but thus far, on jobs, our trade
deficit continues to rise.

Rather than fulfill his promise to di-
rectly renegotiate NAFTA, the Presi-
dent signed another ‘‘dodge ’em’’ exec-
utive order asking for a 6-month delay
by reviewing all U.S. trade agreements.
That could take forever. His NAFTA
backtrack presents a serious problem
for Americans who continue to lose
their jobs to NAFTA’s broken prom-
ises.

None will be more impacted than
Americans working in the automotive
sector. Last year, our country’s auto-
motive trade gap with Mexico was deep
in the red again. As a result, our coun-
try imported 800,000 more cars from
Mexico than we exported.

This is what it looked like back in
1993. This is what it looks like today. Is
it any wonder that Americans are con-
cerned about jobs?

In agricultural trade among NAFTA
partners, 2 million small-scale Mexican
farmers were thrown off their farms
and out of work. This fueled the immi-
gration crisis and subwage workers
across our continent as poverty contin-
ued—no different than 1993.

America’s workers don’t need any
more studies or delays. We need jobs
and a renegotiated NAFTA now.

CELEBRATING ISRAEL’S 69TH
ANNIVERSARY OF INDEPENDENCE

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate our ally Israel
on its 69th anniversary of independ-
ence.

For nearly seven decades, Israel has
become a beacon of promise and suc-
cess amid continued challenges. Since
the declaration of the State of Israel
back in 1948, they have consistently
shown the power of democracy and
strength in a volatile part of the world.
The people of Israel have also proven
themselves to be loyal allies to the
United States during tumultuous
times, serving as a constant reaffirma-
tion of our unbreakable bond.

Their resolve cannot be understated,
either. Israel consistently Kkeeps its
citizens safe, despite security threats
on a daily basis. The fact that Israel
continues to flourish amid constant ef-
forts to terrorize and daunt them is a
signal of the nation’s strength.

So today we join those in Israel, as
well as others around the world, in
celebration.

Mr. Speaker, let us continue to pro-
tect and preserve the unending and un-
wavering friendship and relationship
between America and Israel.
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IMPROVE OUR
SYSTEM, NOT

WE NEED TO
HEALTHCARE
TEAR IT DOWN

(Mr. CARDENAS asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. CARDENAS. Mr. Speaker,
Lord works in mysterious ways.

Any person today can go online and
look at the speech that Jimmy Kimmel
made live on television. He talks about
his newborn little boy. He talks about
how, within a few minutes, they had to
whisk him over to another hospital to
give him an emergency operation on
his heart. He was very emotional.

But he didn’t just talk about him and
his wife and his little daughter and his
newborn son. He talked about how no
person, no family, or no child should
ever have to be denied that oppor-
tunity for that lifesaving operation, es-
pecially right here in the United States
of America.

Mr. Speaker, the Lord works in mys-
terious ways because this is the perfect
time for every American to go online
and look at the Jimmy Kimmel speech.
It is not politics, ladies and gentlemen,
it is love. It is respect not only for his
little boy, but for this great country
and how we can be greater. That is why
we need to improve our healthcare sys-
tem, not tear it down.

the

———

NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, this week is
National Charter Schools Week, and I
rise to recognize Arizona’s leadership
amongst the charter school commu-
nity.

Over this past school year, a record
number of students attended 547 char-
ter schools in Arizona; and last week, a
new survey found that five of the coun-
try’s top seven high schools were Ari-
zona charter schools, including one
from my own district, Arizona’s Fifth
Congressional District. I am extremely
proud of our charter schools.

Arizona charter schools are thriving
because of two decades of tireless work
from advocates to give thousands of
students more educational choices and
opportunities to succeed. These leaders
have fostered a culture that balances
autonomy and accountability to pre-
pare their students for higher edu-
cation and the workforce.

As the rankings prove, Arizona’s
policies are drastically improving stu-
dent achievement and should be emu-
lated by the rest of the Nation.

———

SMALL BUSINESS WEEK

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)
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Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today during Small Business Week in
recognition of the entrepreneurs and
small-business owners that form the
foundation of our American economy.

More than half of all working Ameri-
cans either own or are employed by
small businesses.

In Congress, our job is to promote an
environment where small businesses
grow and succeed and communities and
working families can prosper. To do
that, we need to educate our kids to
close the skills gap too many busi-
nesses face in trying to find the talent
they need to grow their companies.

We need to reimagine and renew our
crumbling infrastructure for the 2l1st
century economy. We can help small
businesses invent things here, make
things here, and ship them around the
world.

We need to reform our immigration
system to reduce the complexity em-
ployers face when trying to legally hire
talented, industrious people.

I urge my colleagues to consider this
week, Small Business Week, what we
can do together to support American
small businesses—the greatest job cre-
ation engines of our economy.

——
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CELEBRATING SMALL BUSINESS
WEEK

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker,
there is no doubt that small businesses
drive the American economy. Across
the United States, small businesses
create about two out of every three
new jobs.

Since 1963, every President has des-
ignated this week National Small Busi-
ness Week to celebrate these economic
engines and encourage policies that
allow them to thrive. When our local
small businesses succeed, they create
opportunity, invigorate communities,
and preserve the district character of
our local economy. That is why I have
committed to visit 100 small businesses
across my district this year and every
year, to better appreciate the needs of
local small businesses and help them
create good-paying jobs in our commu-
nity.

During my visits, I have heard com-
mon themes: a Tax Code that is too
complex, burdensome one-size-fits-all
regulations from Washington, and law-
makers too focused on partisan bick-
ering rather than on working together
to grow our economy.

As we turn our attention to small
businesses this week, let’s put these
concerns at the forefront and get to
work on solutions.

————

OPPOSE REPUBLICAN
HEALTHCARE BILL

(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, tonight I rise to speak in op-
position to the Republican healthcare
bill that is once again under consider-
ation in this House.

Mr. Speaker, it feels like Groundhog
Day all over again. The bill is back,
and rather than coming to the table to
discuss ways we can all work together
to improve health care for every Amer-
ican, Republicans are again trying to
jam through a misguided bill that
would threaten the health care of thou-
sands of Granite Staters and literally
millions of Americans.

Just a few weeks ago, I joined with
my colleagues to highlight a particu-
larly egregious provision of this bill
that would jeopardize access to health
care for 7 million veterans. Weeks
later, these provisions remain in the
bill, and this is unacceptable. We had
the time, and the Republicans failed to
fix this.

It is wrong for America, and it is
wrong for millions of veterans. I urge
Members to oppose the bill.

————

AMERICAN HEALTH CARE ACT IS
BETTER FOR AMERICANS

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the good things
that are going to happen on Thursday
if we bring the House Republican plan
to the floor.

For the first time in 6 years, we are
actually going to lower premiums for
Americans. We are actually going to
take the problems with the ObamaCare
bill, the failures of the ObamaCare bill,
and correct them.

You just heard, for instance, about
Jimmy Kimmel. I guess the comedian
published a YouTube video. I suggest
you watch the YouTube video and then
just google about newborn coverage.

Mr. Speaker, we have the Health In-
surance Portability and Accountability
Act—it has been on the books for dec-
ades—that covers newborns. This is not
an issue. We are a compassionate na-
tion, Mr. Speaker. You and I were both
physicians. We understand that we
have to take care of Americans.

The American Health Care Act that
is forthcoming from the Republicans
does exactly that. It not only covers
people with preexisting conditions, it
adds two layers of protection for them.

So, Mr. Speaker, I urge all Americans
look at it and just see how much better
their health care will be and how much
more affordable it will be after we pass
the American Health Care Act.

———

PASS A HEALTHCARE BILL THAT
WORKS FOR THE AMERICAN PEO-
PLE

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I re-
cently wrapped up a townhall tour
across my district in Hawaii, visiting
every single island. A common theme
that I heard from folks was one of con-
cern and questions about this Repub-
lican healthcare bill that we may be
voting on later this week.

They are worried about their aging
parents not being able to pay for their
premiums and prescriptions and that
newly added provisions that threaten
those with preexisting conditions with
skyrocketing costs will have such a
devastating impact.

Every time we hear about the new
versions and new changes to this bill,
it gets worse than the one before.
Among a host of new problems, the lat-
est version strips away protections on
healthcare benefits like maternity
care, substance abuse, mental health
services, while also expanding an al-
ready-crippling age tax against our
seniors, against our kupuna.

No matter how you package it, this
bill is a handout to insurance and phar-
maceutical corporations while break-
ing the bank for those most in need of
care. I urge my colleagues to stand in
strong opposition to this bill and, in-
stead, pass a healthcare bill that works
for the American people.

——

RAISING AWARENESS OF MARINES
UNITED OFFENSIVE FACEBOOK
PAGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
MARSHALL). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the
gentlewoman from Florida (Ms.
FRANKEL) is recognized for 60 minutes
as the designee of the minority leader.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have b legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on the topic of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, the women of the Democratic Wom-
en’s Working Group are here today
with other Members that we have in-
vited to raise awareness about the of-
fensive Marines United Facebook page
and others like it.

On these pages, male marines posted
nude or intimate photos of female serv-
icemembers and veterans without their
consent. This affected hundreds of
women, with an audience of an esti-
mated 30,000 marines with access to the
Facebook page.

The Democratic women recently held
a hearing on this alarming situation
which, incidentally, began less than a
month after the first Marine infantry
unit was assigned women, and that was
January 5.

At our hearing, we heard testimony
from advocates for servicemembers, a
former marine, and a journalist who
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