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time off, just like no business would be
forced to offer this benefit.

Upon introducing this bill 4 years
ago, I heard from a very special lady
named Karen DeLoach. She worked as
a bookkeeper in an accounting firm of
my hometown, Montgomery, Alabama.
Like most in her line of work, Karen
would put in many hours during the
busy season and build up a lot of over-
time. Karen once approached her boss
and said: Well, can I accrue my over-
time to use as paid leave rather than
taking the cash payments? Because,
see, Karen gave her time to serve on a
mission trip in Nicaragua every sum-
mer, and she wanted to do so and go on
her church’s mission trip without in-
terrupting her regular paycheck.

Montgomery, Alabama, is the State
capital, and Karen had heard her State
employee friends talk about how they
swapped their overtime pay for comp
time in their jobs. She never imagined
that a similar arrangement at the pri-
vate business at which she worked
would be against the law, but that is
what her boss informed her. He wanted
to give it to her, but he couldn’t under
the law. To his credit, he wanted to
offer it to her, but he wasn’t about to
break the law.

Karen’s story isn’t unique. As I have
already referenced, just think of all the
parents in this country with young
kids or caring for elderly parents or a
military family with one or both of the
parents deployed or about to deploy.
They need time to get ready to take
care of their responsibilities.

So the Working Families Flexibility
Act is not going to end or solve the
debt crisis or fix ObamaCare or sim-
plify the Tax Code. I am proud of our
ongoing efforts here in Congress to re-
peal and replace ObamaCare, to put
forth a tax policy that is fair, flatter,
and simpler, and to continue to cut out
wasteful spending. This bill doesn’t
solve those problems.

But the fact that we can’t solve those
problems overnight shouldn’t stop us
here in the House of Representatives
from doing what we can do right now
to help make life a little easier for
working moms and dads. That is what
the Working Families Flexibility Act
does, helping Americans better balance
the demands of family and work.

I want to thank all those Members
who have come here to the floor to-
night to speak on this bill. As a work-
ing mom myself, I certainly under-
stand all too well how challenging it
can be to balance our responsibilities.

Again, I have sponsored this bill this
Congress, of course, and the past two
before that. I have heard criticism
from labor unions and their allies say-
ing that this bill is somehow antiunion
or antiworker. This is just simply un-
true.

Of course, many in Big Labor will re-
flexively attack any proposal that
would change a single word of the Fair
Labor Standards Act. Ironically here,
labor unions, see, they oppose this, but
they themselves can and often do nego-
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tiate similar agreements for their
members already.

That seems a bit unfair. So it is okay
for those who are members of unions to
negotiate similar compensatory time
arrangements, it is okay for those who
work in the public sector under the law
to utilize compensatory time, but it is
just not good enough for the hourly
wage employee in the private sector.
That is more than unfair.

The legislation is completely vol-
untary for both the employer and the
employee. It does not affect the 40-hour
workweek or change the way overtime
is calculated. It strengthens provisions
for workers and increases penalties for
abuse. It contains strong anticoercion
provisions that would prohibit an em-
ployer from directly or indirectly try-
ing to intimidate or coerce workers
into taking comp time.

Workers have the option under the
Working Families Flexibility Act to
cash out at any time. If for some rea-
son this agreement, this voluntary
agreement, just isn’t working out, an
employee can always take the cash, no
questions asked.

And, finally, for workers represented
by a labor union, any comp time ar-
rangement would have to be negotiated
under this bill as part of the collective
bargaining agreement, just as they al-
ready do.

Mr. Speaker, as I finish tonight, I
just want to say again, as a mom, a
working mom, a family where both
parents work outside of the home, I
certainly understand for some of us the
time, our time, the time that has been
accrued by an hourly wage employee, is
more important than the cash wages.
That may not be true for everybody.
That remains in that the employee can
determine what he or she wants to do
with their time.

Again, I am grateful for the many
people who have worked so hard on this
bill over the years. I am grateful for
the opportunity to represent Ala-
bama’s Second District and to rep-
resent so many hardworking American
families here tonight in this hour.

I look forward to the debate tomor-
row here on the floor on this bill. I
would urge all of my colleagues to
please vote in favor of H.R. 1180, the
Working Families Flexibility Act.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

CELEBRATING NATIONAL CHAR-
TER SCHOOLS WEEK AND SUC-
CESS ACADEMY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate National Charter Schools Week, I
want to highlight my recent visit to
Success Academy Harlem 1, which is 1
of 41 charter schools in the largest and
highest performing public charter
school network in New York City.

Success Academy current serves
14,000 students and has more than 16,000
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families on its wait list. Founded in
2006, Harlem 1 is Success Academy’s
first school, and founder Eva
Moskowitz served as its first principal.

With a focus on developing the whole
child, Success Academy aims to make
its schools joyful places of learning. I
am here to tell you that these schools
are getting results, and they are joyful.

Five of the top five schools in the
State of New York in math and two of
the top five schools in English are Suc-
cess Academy schools.

Every student in every school de-
serves an excellent education, but un-
fortunately we are falling far short of
that goal as a nation. Thankfully, in-
novative charter schools like Success
Academy Harlem 1 are providing thou-
sands of families with new hope and op-
portunity.

———

THE FIRST 100 DAYS OF THE
TRUMP PRESIDENCY AND ITS
IMPACT ON MINORITY COMMU-
NITIES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from the
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of
the minority leader.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is
with great honor that I rise today to
coanchor this CBC Special Order hour
with my esteemed colleague from
Texas (Mr. VEASEY). For the next 60
minutes, we have a chance to speak di-
rectly to the American people on issues
of great importance to the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, Congress, the con-
stituents we represent, and all Ameri-
cans.

This evening, the chair of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus, the gen-
tleman from Louisiana (Mr. RICH-
MOND), my friend and colleague, I first
thank him for his continued leadership
of the caucus and on issues impacting
Black America and other minority
communities across this great Nation.

I would also like to thank the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. VEASEY), my
colleague, for joining me in chairing
this evening’s Special Order hour, and
my other CBC colleagues who are join-
ing us to speak on important issues.

Mr. Speaker, we are here tonight to
address the first 100 days of the Trump
Presidency and its impact on minority
communities like the district I rep-
resent and those of my fellow CBC col-
leagues. Specifically, we will highlight
100 actions taken by this administra-
tion in the last 100 days with less than
positive impact to the communities we
represent.

The President hails his first 100 days
as the most successful in the history of
the United States. These actions, how-
ever, do not spell success for low in-
come and minority communities. Ac-
tions that, in turn, roll back Depart-
ment of Justice protections designed to
ensure police accountability; actions
that threaten to further restrict voting
rights and undermine the public edu-
cation system; actions that threaten
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access to quality affordable health care
for millions of Americans, including
children, seniors, and those with pre-
existing medical conditions; actions
that propose gutting programs, HUD,
and others that provide housing assist-
ance for extremely low-income families
and the homeless; mean-spirited ac-
tions that break up families and make
immigrant communities less safe; and
actions that roll back important envi-
ronmental protections which serve to,
among other things, ensure safe air and
drinking waters in communities like
Flint, Michigan, and mitigating the ef-
fects of climate change in vulnerable
coastal communities like my home dis-
trict of the United States Virgin Is-
lands.

Mr. Speaker, the Congressional Black
Caucus has reached out to President
Trump and is willing to work with his
administration to continue to build
upon the greatness of this country—
and not just for the privileged few but
for all.

As representatives of a congressional
district that is home to the only HBCU
outside the continental United States,
I take exception to the administra-
tion’s Education Secretary viewing
HBCUs as pioneers for school choice,
even though these institutions were
founded because White colleges and
universities refused to admit Black
students.

This statement illustrates a lack of
understanding of the history of the Af-
rican Americans and the Black com-
munity. President Trump’s proposed
budget for the Department of Edu-
cation plans to eliminate afterschool
and teacher-support programs, as well
as slashing funding for Federal supple-
mental education opportunity grants,
Pell grants, and instead divert Federal
funds to private school vouchers. This
plan would be devastating to commu-
nities like my home district where al-
most one-third of the children live
below the poverty line and where pub-
lic schools are already struggling to
make the best with limited funds and
resources.

O 2015

President Trump’s budget proposal
would also cut the Department of
Health and Human Services’ budget by
$12.6 billion, a 16 percent cut. In my
home district of the United States Vir-
gin Islands, HHS funds critical early
childhood education; and nutrition pro-
grams provide assistance to seniors,
low-income families, and funding for
mental health programs.

Mr. Speaker, these and other actions
that my colleagues will speak about
are not to criticize the President, but
more to highlight the importance of
funding of these programs and, more
importantly, highlighting how impor-
tant these programs and government
functions are to American families and
to the safety and progress of our com-
munities. America, stay woke. There
are still more than 1,300 days to go.

I yield to the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. VEASEY).
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Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from the Virgin Is-
lands for all of her hard work on this
Special Order hour. I enjoy co-
anchoring with the gentlewoman be-
cause of her commitment and wanting
to get out these important messages.

I think the message we want to talk
about today is the first 100 days. I don’t
know about you all, but I am dis-
appointed in these first 100 days.

There were a lot of things that we
were told were going to happen, and
many of those things just hadn’t hap-
pened. There has been a lot of flip-flop-
ping. I know that you have seen that.
We saw it on Syria. We saw it on
NATO. We saw it on many other things
that there was a whole lot of talk that
happened in 2016, but there ain’t a
whole lot of walking that has happened
in 2017 as far as follow-up is concerned.
That is the sort of thing that all Amer-
icans should be worried about in these
first 100 days that ended on Saturday.

Many of us hoped that the rhetoric,
that the foolishness, the tweeting, that
those types of things would stop. That
hasn’t stopped.

A lot of us actually hoped that—hey,
if you want to talk about bringing
some jobs back to somebody, I am for
bringing jobs back. I am more com-
mitted to jobs and having jobs here in
this country, and he hasn’t done any-
thing when it comes to jobs.

There has been absolutely no follow-
up whatsoever when it comes to help-
ing the American man and woman re-
open factories, when it comes to help-
ing the American man and woman help
pay for their child care. When it comes
to things like Davis-Bacon and putting
more money on the table at the end of
the night and in the bank accounts, ab-
solutely nothing has been done, and
that is what we should be concerned
about.

The President promised on the cam-
paign trail that he was going to help
these hardworking Americans that I
talked about earlier. One of the things
that he talked about was the Buy
American, Hire American. Ain’t noth-
ing happening on that. We know that
not only did Trump fail to deliver on
these promises, but that he has actu-
ally worked against the best interests
of American workers.

He has also gone on to contradict
himself on his commitment to job
training. Instead of investing in job
training and these crucial programs,
the Trump administration has pro-
posed $2.5 billion in cuts for the De-
partment of Labor. We have, by many
estimates, about a half a million or
more jobs in this country that are
high-skilled manufacturing jobs that
we can’t fill. These are jobs that could
fill factories back up in the Rust Belt.
These are jobs that could fill factories
back up in Texas. These are jobs that
could be filled up in other parts of the
country.

You want to cut back on job training
when we need to be training people for
these new jobs? These are new manu-
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facturing jobs that deal with robots,
deal with programmers and different
areas like that where the young people
don’t necessarily have the skills that
they need to be competitive.

You hear about these companies that
have come to America, they locate
here—foreign car manufacturers, for
instance—and they have to work with
the local community colleges to get
the kids on par to work these new man-
ufacturing jobs. Now is not the time to
cut back on job training. So that is
what bothers me in these first 100 days.

The administration has rolled back
worker protections that keep Ameri-
cans safe while on the job. Last month,
President Trump changed the law so
that employers now only have 6
months to report workplace injuries
and illnesses instead of the previously
required 5-year reporting window. Scal-
ing back the requirement does not
allow the Department of Labor to get a
full picture of a given workplace. It
makes it more difficult to spot a trend
of endangering employees.

Trump also gutted another worker
protection that would have made it
harder for companies to secure Federal
contracts if they have a history of
labor law violations. That protection is
now gone. It is gone. It has dis-
appeared.

Above all else, President Trump has
still not put forward a single, concrete,
job-creating bill like he pledged. He be-
trayed his promise to make rebuilding
America’s infrastructure a top priority
of this administration. He has failed to
mention a word about protecting the
Davis-Bacon Act which, as you know,
would ensure that workers are paid
fairly should an infrastructure bill
come together.

Again, when you are talking about
money, I mean that is a very serious
topic. Money decides whether or not
you can pay your bills, whether or not
you can put food on the table, whether
or not you can buy your kids clothes,
whether or not you can make the car
payment.

The Davis-Bacon Act is a basic fun-
damental. If you cannot protect that,
those prevailing wages that give people
the opportunity to earn a good income,
again, then you are just talking and
you ain’t walking. That is what I am
worried about in these first 100 days.

You are going to hear a lot from the
Congressional Black Caucus tonight
about how the President has failed to
deliver on so many of his campaign
promises, how he is trying to take
away health care from 24 million
Americans. High-risk pools are abso-
lutely terrible.

One of the things the Obama admin-
istration did was it gave people who
have preexisting conditions the chance
to have affordable healthcare insur-
ance. Thinking about taking insurance
away from 24 million people, thinking
about taking those protections from
individual families that have those pre-
existing conditions, I think, is abso-
lutely terrible.
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There are just so many policies that
actually directly affect the American
family. Remember, the very first day—
and there have been so many bad
things that have happened in these 100
days that we don’t even have enough
time to cover all of them tonight, but
you probably remember the very first
day, the first-time home-buyer pro-
gram was suspended.

There is nothing that exemplifies
what it means to be American as it
means to own a home. That is the first
day, the first action, the most
antiworker, most antifamily action
that anyone could take—got rid of the
first-time home-buyer program. He got
rid of the first-time home-buyer pro-
gram that helped individuals have a
piece of the American Dream: home-
ownership.

We have seen the statistics about
what homeownership means to the
American family, what that means for
the stability of American families, kids
being able to have that backyard to
play in, being able to go to that neigh-
borhood school, to have that home to
call your own to raise your family. It is
so much more than just a home. It is
really the foundation of who we are as
Americans.

Getting rid of the first-time home-
buyer program, that is not doing any-
thing to help American families. That
is not doing anything to help American
workers.

I am glad that we have so many great
voices here tonight within the CBC
that are going to talk about these first
100 days and about the failings of these
first 100 days and about how the people
that were there, the people that
thought that there were going to be
some real changes, how they have been
misled. They have been misled.

They have been taken down this
road, and it is not a road of prosperity.
It is a road of less prosperity. It is a
road of dismay, despair, less money,
more expensive insurance, no insur-
ance, and it is going to hurt the Amer-
ican worker and the American family.

So I just really appreciate everything
that the gentlewoman from the Virgin
Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is doing today
and hope that we can continue to get
the media and the newspapers and the
cable TV news people out here to really
focus in and hone in on some of these
problems that we are seeing coming
out of the White House at 1600 Pennsyl-
vania.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I
think the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
VEASEY) is correct about staying fo-
cused and, in the lexicon of the young
people, to stay woke about what is hap-
pening.

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
VEASEY) gave some great examples
about some of the things that happened
in this first 100 days that should make
us aware how this is, in some ways, an
assault on distressed communities, on
minority communities. The gentleman
from Texas (Mr. VEASEY) spoke to
some of them.
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One of the things I wanted to high-
light is a booklet that the Congres-
sional Black Caucus has put out about
100 actions that have taken place in
these 100 days:

President Trump’s proposed budget
would eliminate the Economic Devel-
opment Administration at the Depart-
ment of Commerce. In 2015, EDA in-
vested 38 percent of its funds in highly
distressed areas, including commu-
nities with high minority populations,
such as the gentleman from Texas’ and
mine.

President Trump’s proposed budget
would eliminate the Community Devel-
opment Financial Institutions Fund.
People ask, What is that? This is an or-
ganization which channels investments
into communities in need of capital for
housing, small businesses, and commu-
nity facilities. That is its sole function.

President Trump said that the pri-
vate sector already did a good job mak-
ing investments in these communities,
which demonstrates how out of touch
and ill-informed he and his administra-
tion are. His administration needs to
tell him and give him the facts about
what is going on in minority and un-
derdeveloped communities.

As we will hear from our colleagues,
there are areas in which environmental
protection and climate change, social
justice for environmental justice needs
to take place. President Trump’s pro-
posed budget would cut environmental
protection agencies, environmental
justice programs that work to ensure
the fair treatment and meaningful in-
volvement of all people regardless of
race, color, and national origin or in-
come with the respect to the develop-
ment, implementation, and enforce-
ment of environmental laws, regula-
tions, and policies. It would simply cut
it out of place.

The proposed budget would cut the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration’s coastal programs, which
would affect populations, including mi-
norities living along the Gulf Coast and
other coastal areas.

At this time, we have other members
of the Congressional Black Caucus that
are here to talk about environmental
justice.

This freshman Member has really
stepped in and just taken a hold of ac-
tions and demonstrating a love for his
constituents in coming here this
evening and wanting to address envi-
ronmental justice areas.

I yield to the gentleman from Vir-
ginia (Mr. MCEACHIN).

Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, every
Monday, Representatives PLASKETT
and VEASEY lead our Caucus’ discussion
on issues of great importance to the
American people, and I am glad to be
joining them this evening to discuss a
critical priority that is often over-
looked: environmental justice.

Our country is built upon ideals like
liberty, justice, equal protection for all
Americans, yet we still fall short on
those goals in important ways. While 1
believe we are making progress, this is
a critical moment.
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Over the last 100 days, we have seen
how eager the new administration is to
undo our recent achievements, from se-
lecting EPA Administrator Scott Pru-
itt, a man who does not believe in cli-
mate change, to overturning critical
antipollution protections.

The Trump administration has shown
a dangerous contempt for proven
science. The administration has even
favorably discussed pulling the United
States from a global climate change
prevention pact, a move that could

have disastrous, unknowable con-
sequences for every generation to
come.

Mr. Speaker, the list goes on and on
and on; but at this point, Mr. Speaker,
before I continue, I want to bring for-
ward my good friend—he has got a fab-
ulous first name like I do—Congress-
man DONALD PAYNE, Jr. He is from the
10th Congressional District of New Jer-
sey. He is a fierce advocate for environ-
mental justice in his hometown of
Newark. I thank the Congressman. His
voice and advocacy will help us move
toward sounder policies and more just
outcomes, and I look forward to work-
ing with the gentleman.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
PAYNE).

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me
first thank the gentleman from the
Commonwealth of Virginia (Mr.
MCEACHIN). It is the birthplace of my
mother: Dinwiddie County, Virginia.
My grandfather was a small-time to-
bacco farmer, and I learned to cut to-
bacco at 8 years old.

I am from Newark, New Jersey, the
Garden State. We didn’t raise much to-
bacco there in the Garden State, but
my friends used think I was going on
vacation when I would leave. I said I
wasn’t going on vacation; I was going
to work. That is what we did for the
summer. It was a great experience, and
I always have great, great memories of
the Commonwealth of Virginia.

O 2030

Mr. Speaker, last month, as part of a
partnership with the National News-
paper Publishers Association, I wrote
an op-ed on environmental justice
issues. I will repeat what I wrote then,
which is that environmental justice
should be a national priority, not a
problem confined to minority commu-
nities.

African-American communities are
disproportionately burdened with pol-
lutants. Across the Nation, commu-
nities of color suffer from higher rates
of exposure to air pollution, higher
rates of lead poisoning, and higher
rates of water pollution.

Every single day, children in my
home city of Newark, New Jersey, are
exposed to harmful levels of pollution
from the port and other sources that
rob them of their health, just because
of where they live.

One in four Newark children has
asthma. The hospitalization rate for
Newark children is 30 times the rate of
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the national average. Asthma is the
leading cause of absenteeism in school-
age children in the city of Newark,
New Jersey.

Yet, too often, environmental justice
is an afterthought, or often it is miss-
ing entirely in the discussion of the
challenges facing African Americans.

The Trump administration threatens
to make the problem even worse. Presi-
dent Trump has prioritized rolling
back environmental regulations, from
emissions rules for power plants to the
mandate that Federal decisionmaking
must be taken into consideration on
climate change impacts.

President Trump proposed slashing
the EPA’s budget by 31 percent, cut-
ting enforcement of the Agency’s clean
air laws by $129 million.

With threats of excessive cuts to the
EPA, air quality across the Nation
may even be worse than expected. In
the American Lung Association’s
‘““State of the Air” report, my district
and many other metropolitan areas
ranked as having the most polluted air
in the country. However, only one-
third of counties have ozone or particu-
late pollution air monitors. We must
fight to ensure that funding for air
monitors are for all our communities.

So what can we do to protect our
communities from environmental deg-
radation?

The Newark City Council has been a
leader in that area and has passed a
first-in-the-nation ordinance requiring
developers to request environmental
permits to inform the city of any envi-
ronmental impacts. As a result, deci-
sionmakers and the public will be able
to make informed decisions about sus-
tainable development. Other munici-
palities would be smart to follow New-
ark’s lead.

Last November, I joined Amy Gold-
smith and Kim Gaddy of the Clean
Water Action and the Coalition for
Healthy Ports for an environmental
justice tour of the Port of New York
and New Jersey. We were also joined by
Congressman FRANK PALLONE from
New Jersey. Organizations like theirs
are doing excellent work in the fight
against health-threatening pollution.
Expanding partnerships on the environ-
mental justice initiatives must be a
central part of our strategy to secure
environmental protections.

To those listening at home: I encour-
age you to make it clear to your elect-
ed officials that you will hold them ac-
countable for any efforts to dismantle
environmental protections and any
failures to fight for environmental jus-
tice.

And to my colleague from Virginia,
it is really noteworthy that you have
taken the lead on this issue. As I stat-
ed in my presentation, Newark, New
Jersey, is 30 times greater propensity
for asthma in children than the na-
tional average. I mean, that is almost
criminal.

And we as a home, myself, not just
have heard about it, but have lived it.
My middle son—I am the father of tri-
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plets. My middle son has grown up with
asthma; the days we had to keep him
inside. He has been fortunate to have
not—knock on wood—have many in-
stances throughout his childhood of
asthma attacks, but the one that I did
see really brought me to tears.

To know that there are numbers of
children throughout this country who
don’t have the opportunity to go to the
doctor, who rush to the hospital with
asthma attacks, and who, God forbid,
sometimes don’t make it to the doctor
is just—to think that that could be my
boy brings tears to my heart.

So I am willing to make this fight
not for just my son, but for the hun-
dreds of thousands of children through-
out this country who suffer from this
disease, and make sure that the EPA
stays intact to fight these dreaded dis-
eases, especially in minority commu-
nities, in our young people, and
throughout the country.

I will close with the drinking water
issue in Flint. The Congressional Black
Caucus went out to Flint when the
issue first came up. Ms. PELOSI was
there as well, and we talked to the peo-
ple of Flint and heard firsthand their
heartbreak and not being able to think
they could trust anyone. Their govern-
ment had let them down, had lied to
them, had given them poison to drink
and said it is okay. It looked like rusty
water, but they told them that it was
fine to use it for baths or whatever.

So I am sitting there on that stage
listening to all this and I am thinking
in the back of my head: I am from New-
ark, New Jersey, the third oldest city
in this country’s history. So Flint,
Michigan, can’t be that old because
Lewis and Clark went West.

So the third oldest city, what were
my pipes like? What was the condition
of my water system?

And I went back and I saw several
mayors from my district, and I said: I
suggest you start looking at your
water systems.

And that was on a Friday. That Tues-
day we got a report from the Newark
school system. They found lead in the
drinking water in 44 schools in Newark
that next—not even a week.

So we know how important these
issues are, and we will continue to
fight for what is right in our commu-
nities. I appreciate the opportunity and
your leadership on this issue.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
to the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. EVANS), from the great city of
Philadelphia.

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my
great colleague from the Virgin Islands
for the great introduction. I really ap-
preciate her leadership, and my col-
league from Texas’ leadership.

This discussion that we have been
having is relating to the President’s 100
days. And I think it is 102 at this par-
ticular point.

The question that I and members of
the Congressional Black Caucus have
constantly been raising is: What do we
have to lose with President Trump’s
cuts to the EPA?
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As I always said: What don’t we have
to lose?

We have a lot to lose.

In the time that I met with the orga-
nization in my community—a number
of organizations—called Mothers for
Clean Air, they were extremely con-
cerned about the cuts to the EPA. The
President’s budget cuts $2.6 billion
from the EPA budget. They were con-
cerned about the impact that that
would have. As a matter of fact, I
talked to a mother who talked about
her twins and what kind of effect that
would have.

The President wants to cut programs
like Pollution Prevention Programs,
Lead Risk Reduction Programs—which
has been a problem in the case of the
city of Philadelphia, a problem that we
thought we dealt with, but with a cut
on the lead reduction program, that
would just reinforce the program—the
Water Quality Research Programs, and
the Environmental Education Pro-
grams.

Who do you want to help when you
cut 31 percent of the EPA budget?

No one. The cuts would be horren-
dous and have a dangerous negative
impact on not only our communities of
color, but everyone nationwide.

Two weeks ago I sent a letter to EPA
Administrator Pruitt outlining how
the plan to cut fundamental EPA pro-
grams would have a negative impact on
our children and most vulnerable in
Philadelphia, all across the State and
the Nation.

Last week marks 3 weeks—3 years, I
should say, since the city of Flint,
Michigan, decided to switch their
water supply from the Detroit area
water system to the Flint River water
system, which resulted in lead con-
tamination within the city. It is 3
years later and, sadly, not much has
changed for the communities in Flint.
Three days is too long to go without
clean drinking water. Three years is
simply heartbreaking.

Mr. President, we have seen how var-
ious communities across the U.S. are
at greater risk of health problems due
to overexposure to unsafe drinking
water. Now is no time to cut funding
for Americans in need.

As Questlove says: ‘“Without science,
we are truly operating blindly.”

The cuts to the EPA would have an
increasingly harmful impact, espe-
cially for communities of color and
hardworking families who do not have
the means nor the resources to fight
back against their local governments
about the safety of the water they
drink or question old paint in their
house.

According to the State Department
of Health, in 2014, more than 10 percent
of the children from Philadelphia had
elevated levels of lead in their blood
because they were exposed to lead-
based paint. Exposure to lead-based
paint is a chronic problem that goes
undiscussed too often.

No level is safe for our children to be
exposed to, just as no level of lead is
safe for our children to drink.
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Yet, the President says rather boldly
that things are moving in the right di-
rection. I would like to know what
community he is talking about. He
clearly couldn’t be talking about the
community that I am from.

Now, more than ever, we need to
keep the resistance alive, speak up and
speak out for our communities at risk.
I will not stand silent while the vital
EPA programs that protect and en-
hance the lives of all Americans are at
risk of being cut. Together, we are the
voice of the people, so there is no way
we will be silent. We will continue this
message.

Ms. PLASKETT. I thank the gen-
tleman, Congressman EVANS, for keep-
ing us focused and giving us the infor-
mation we need to understand what
real communities are going through
and the environmental justice that we
need to be fighting for in this adminis-
tration. I appreciate that so much.

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. MCEACHIN), who has
been the person who was at the fore-
front of this evening, bringing issues of
environmental justice to our minds and
exposing and explaining to the Amer-
ican people the assault on environ-
mental justice that is taking place
right now, and appealing to President
Trump to be mindful of those commu-
nities who are going to be affected by
the cuts and by other interest groups
that are going after the basic needs
that Americans have to stay healthy
and stay alive.
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Mr. MCEACHIN. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the Congresswoman.

As has been demonstrated tonight,
on nearly every facet of environmental
policy, we are in danger of backsliding
irreparably. I want to talk about an
area where that danger is especially
great and where stakes are especially
high. Today, and for much of our his-
tory, certain communities have been
the victims of profound environmental
injustice. Lower income, rural, tribal,
and especially minority communities
are at an increased risk of exposure to
the negative impacts of pollution and
climate change.

For far too long, communities of
color have been on the front lines of
environmental and economic injustice,
shouldering the health burdens of liv-
ing in areas with higher rates of dan-
gerous fossil fuel pollution and lower
rates of income and employment.

Mr. Speaker, an African-American
child born in the United States has
twice the chance of developing asthma
than a White child and is four times
more likely to die from an asthma at-
tack. This is not a coincidental sta-
tistic ginned up for shock and awe but
the day-to-day reality that African-
American families across the United
States have been dealing with for dec-
ades.

Rooted in America’s legacy of seg-
regation and redlining communities of
color while simultaneously restricting
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their government services, employ-
ment opportunities, and environmental
protections, African-American families
have historically borne the brunt of
the worst health impacts of polluting
industries and have received dwindling
economic opportunities due to sys-
temic racism. This is why we see coal
plants, oil refineries, and natural gas
plants, which spew some of the most
toxic substances around into the air
and contaminate water supplies, are
frequently located in communities of
color—communities that have little
political or economic power to protect
themselves.

These disparities, Mr. Speaker, are
unacceptable, and they did not arise in
a vacuum. In many cases, they have
been the avoidable results of govern-
ment action or inaction. For example,
according to the FY 2015 Annual Envi-
ronmental Justice Progress Report,
“Many low-income, minority, and trib-
al communities are disproportionately
impacted by air pollution and are not
able to participate in environmental
decisions due to barriers preventing
them from meaningfully engaging in
the political process.”

These voices deserve to be heard.
Their silence—particularly their en-
forced silence—is unacceptable, and it
is incompatible with our, small D,
democratic values. The practical con-
sequences of that silence are dire: poor-
er public health, diminished economic
opportunity, and decreased quality of
life.

To address these grave human and
civil rights issues, the environmental
justice movement was born—a move-
ment grounded in the belief that all
citizens, regardless of race, ethnicity,
or socioeconomic class, should share
fairly in the benefits of environmental
resources and the burdens of environ-
mental hazards.

As policymakers, Mr. Speaker, we
have a responsibility to embrace that
vision—to correct and prevent environ-
mental injustice. We can and we must
do better. It is not enough to avoid re-
peating past mistakes. True equity re-
quires a recognition that some commu-
nities have been hurt much more and,
as a result, need more resources and
targeted assistance. If we succeed—if
we achieve equitable policies that pro-
mote environmental justice—our world
will become a more fair, more liveable,
and more sustainable place. But if we
fail, public health will suffer. People
will lead shorter and harder lives. None
of us should be willing to accept that
outcome.

Mr. Speaker, I think it is worth not-
ing that the environmental justice
movement began in 1982, when North
Carolina established a toxic waste
landfill in Warren County—a poor,
rural, majority African-American lo-
cality—over the objections of the resi-
dents. In the more than 20 years since,
many environmental justice organiza-
tions have formed. During the Clinton
administration, the pursuit of environ-
mental justice became a Federal pri-
ority.

H2999

Sadly, though, these improvements
have not been enough to fix long-
standing problems, and, again, the
progress we have made is under grave
threat. Left unchecked, this adminis-
tration would devastate communities
of color and many other wvulnerable
groups as well.

Today, the Trump administration is
rolling back budgets, cutting offices,
obscuring scientific information, and
attacking legislation aimed at curbing
environmental justice. That is why, on
March 7, we witnessed the resignation
of Mr. Mustafa Ali from his post as
leader of the Environmental Protection
Agency’s Environmental Justice Pro-
gram. For more than two decades, Mr.
Ali helped lead our Nation’s efforts to
secure justice and positive change for
vulnerable communities that have seen
their public health threatened and the
quality of their air, water, and land de-
graded.

In his letter, Mr. Ali said: ‘“Commu-
nities of color, low-income commu-
nities, and indigenous populations are
still struggling to receive equal protec-
tions before the law.

“These communities, both rural and
urban, often live in areas with toxic
levels of air pollution, crumbling or
nonexistent water and sewer infra-
structure, lead in the drinking water,
brownfields from vacant former indus-
trial and commercial sites, Superfund
and other hazardous waste sites, as
well as other sources of exposure to
pollutants.

“Despite the many challenges we
face regarding the impacts of pollution
and a changing climate, we have just
as many effective tools and programs
with long track records of assisting
vulnerable communities in meeting
their goals of improving public health
and enhancing the environmental qual-
ity of their local communities.”

Mr. Speaker, I know my Democratic
colleagues are eager to use these tools
to secure just outcomes and better
lives for the people we represent. Mr.
Speaker, I urge my friends in the ma-
jority to join with us.

Mr. Speaker, in concluding, I would
like to thank my colleagues for joining
me this evening to discuss environ-
mental justice.

Together, we have amplified a simple
truth: regardless of the color of your
skin, how much money you make, or
where you live, every American is enti-
tled to clean air, clean water, and ac-
cess to our public lands. Again, when
we fail to achieve those goals, public
health suffers, quality of life suffers,
and people lead shorter and harder
lives.

We know that climate change is real.
We know that it is being caused by
human activity. If we fail to act, we
know that there are going to be ter-

rible consequences for the entire
human community. We also know that
vulnerable populations and

marginalized communities are poised
to suffer the most—just as they have in
the past. That kind of environmental
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injustice has a long history,
must stop.

That is why, this past week, I an-
nounced the creation of the United for
Climate and Environmental Justice
Task Force alongside my colleagues,
Congresswoman JAYAPAL from Wash-
ington State and Congresswoman
BARRAGAN from California. We are
going to fight every day to prevent cli-
mate change and to mitigate its worst
effects. We are going to advocate for
policies that correct and prevent envi-
ronmental injustice. We are going to
defend every American’s right to clean
air, safe water, and healthy commu-
nities. I think I can speak for all three
of us when I say that we look forward
to working with you all.

Millions of working families are
counting on us, Mr. Speaker, as their
Representatives in the House and the
Senate to serve them and to make wise
decisions to improve their lives. We
must confront environmental and eco-
nomic injustices through fierce partici-
pation in the planning processes in at-
risk areas moving forward. That means
demanding more stringent environ-
mental compliance and enforcement
that protect communities of color from
fossil fuel pollution and demanding
greater investments in clean energy de-
ployment in historically African-Amer-
ican communities that will create
union and family-wage jobs with up-
ward mobility.

I know my colleagues on this side of
the aisle are committed to making this
change, and I challenge our friends in
the majority to join us. I urge them to
support greater transparency, objec-
tivity, and outreach in environmental
policymaking. I urge them to support
processes that improve two-way com-
munication between decisionmakers
and the people their decisions affect. I
urge them to help ensure that the deci-
sionmakers are confronting the full ef-
fects of their choices—including how
consequences are distributed and by
whom they are borne.

Protecting the environment, Mr.
Speaker—creation care—is my passion.
I commit to you that I will continue
fighting each and every day to address
climate change and sea level rise, push
for renewable energy and green tech-
nologies, and do everything I can to
leave this planet a better place for fu-
ture generations.

Mr. Speaker, I am an Eagle Scout,
and I know that we are supposed to
leave the campground better than the
way we found it. The time is now to
continue fighting for perhaps the most
important issue of the 2lst century—
the environment.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands (Ms.
PLASKETT) for her indulgence.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I
thank Mr. MCEACHIN for his passion
and for his commitment to these issues
of environmental justice.

Particularly in the Virgin Islands, we
know that climate change is real. We
feel it, and we see it in how we operate

and it
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and how our environment is changing,
whether it be mosquitoes and Zika, be-
fore that chikungunya and dengue. We
know that the effects of climate
change are impacting our health and
impacting the livelihoods of our envi-
ronment.

The Congressional Black Caucus sup-
ports policies that ensure that all
Americans also have access to a clean
and healthy environment. Studies have
long shown an unsettling correlation
between race and the location of haz-
ardous waste facilities. For example, a
1983 Government Accountability Office
study found that 75 percent of haz-
ardous waste landfills in eight south-
eastern States were located in pre-
dominantly poor and minority commu-
nities.

The places where minorities live,
work, and learn are significantly com-
promised by air, water, land, soil,
noise, and light pollutants. Black
Americans and other minorities are
predisposed to health issues directly
linked to environmental and toxic
waste. We cannot take away funding to
support the eradication of these health
hazards. We must continue to push for
that.

We are not here as the Congressional
Black Caucus simply to disparage our
President. We are not here to point out
his fallacies. But we would be doing a
grave disservice to the people that we
represent, not just minorities but all
Americans, if we do not stand up and
discuss the issues that are of grave
concern to us, to ask for support and
funding, to ask that there not be a roll-
back on many of the gains that we
have had that have supported and
helped our community.

At the beginning of the 115th Con-
gress, the Congressional Black Caucus
launched: “What Did Trump Do?” It
was a rapid-response messaging docu-
ment we used to inform our external
stakeholders. This ‘“What Did Trump
Do?” is a special #staywoke edition.
We are listing 100 actions President
Trump and his administration have
taken over the last 100 days. It was de-
veloped by 78 million Americans that
the CBC collectively represent, includ-
ing 17 million African Americans, as
well as millions of Americans we do
not represent.

We want this information to be be-
fore the American people to show that
work must still be done. We talked
about environmental areas. I am going
to list some of the things that have
happened in the 100 days that we need
to be cognizant of, that we need to
make sure that these things do not
take place, and that they not become
embedded in this great America in
which we live.

On February 28, Attorney General
Sessions said that the DOJ would pull
back from using its legal authority to
monitor police departments respon-
sible for repeated instances of police
misconduct and abuses by backing
away from legal commitment first en-
acted into law by Representative JOHN
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CONYERS as part of the 1994 crime re-
form legislation. Sessions sent a signal
to the African-American community
that the police misconduct laws will
not be equally and fully enforced. On
that same day, the President signed a
bill that rolled back a regulation re-
stricting gun purchases by the men-
tally ill through a use of background
checks.

Attorney General Sessions rescinded
the Obama-era order to reduce the use
of privately operated prisons. The use
of privately operated prisons creates a
financial incentive to lock people up
using African Americans, Latinos, and
poor people. In addition, in comparison
to the government-operated prisons,
privately operated prisons are less safe
and secure for both staff and inmates,
don’t provide the same level of reha-
bilitative services like educational pro-
grams and job trainings which increase
the likelihood that those who are re-
leased from prison will return to a life
of crime.

Finally, although privately operated
prisons are said to be more cost effec-
tive than government prisons, they are
not because those that are in those
prisons will continue to, in many in-
stances, come back causing a burden
not just on the American people and
taxpayers but on the families and the
communities in which those individ-
uals reside.

Other things that have happened in
these first 100 days: President Trump
appointed Candace E. Jackson as Act-
ing Assistant Secretary for civil rights
at the Department of Education. Ms.
Jackson once said that affirmative ac-
tion promotes racial discrimination
and claims she was discriminated
against for being White. Secretary
DeVos hired Robert Eitel, an official
with deep ties to the for-profit college
industry, to be a Special Assistant to
the Department of Education. This hire
presents a serious conflict of interest
and raises questions about whether
Eitel can put students’ needs above the
interest of his former colleagues.

President Trump’s proposed budget
for the Department of Education hurts
low-income students from pre-K
through college by undermining public
education through the elimination of
afterschool and teacher-support pro-
grams and diverting Federal funds to
private school vouchers, eliminating
support for college students, gutting
Federal workstudy, and slashing crit-
ical funding for Federal Supplemental
Educational Opportunity Grants and
Pell grants.

All of these cuts would have severe
consequences for our Nation’s stu-
dents—not just African Americans but
Latinos and students in large urban
areas. No afterschool programs, no sup-
port for teachers—what will our chil-
dren do?
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What will those families do that need
those children and that support?
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On March 9, EPA Administrator Pru-
itt said that he did not think that car-
bon dioxide was the primary driver of
global warming even though that is the
public position of EPA, NOAA, and
NASA.

We can go on and on. We have a docu-
ment with over 100 actions that have
been taken in the last 100 days.

In housing and homeownership,
President Trump’s proposed budget
would cut the Department of Housing
and Urban Development by $6 billion.
HUD is responsible for providing hous-
ing assistance to extremely low-income
families and the homeless and rein-
vesting in American cities and coun-
ties.

Those same proposed budgets would
end the Low Income Home Energy As-
sistance Program, which assists fami-
lies with energy costs, including home
energy bills, energy crises, weatheriza-
tion, and energy-related home repair.

These are some of the many examples
of what has happened. We give these
examples not merely to degrade what
has happened with this administration,
but to show that work must still be
done and that we, as Americans, must
stay woke to what is happening in this
country. We must keep our eyes vigi-
lant and on the prize and ensure that
Americans will see what is really hap-
pening and not be moved by the media,
by the tweets, but see actual facts.

We are working in real facts here to
let you know what needs to be done
and that we, the Congressional Black
Caucus, as Members of Congress, are
asking our colleagues across the aisle
and in the Democratic Caucus to sup-
port us and to support the issues that
are relevant not just to African Ameri-
cans, but to all Americans this day.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
any extraneous material on the subject
of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
LEWIS of Minnesota). Is there objection
to the request of the gentlewoman
from the Virgin Islands?

There was no objection.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | rise to expose the cavalier dis-
regard of environmental justice by our Presi-
dent during his first 100 days in office. In a
short period of time, President Donald J.
Trump made clear his agenda—anti-climate,
anti-science, and anti-fact. The current admin-
istration has already taken significant steps, in
lock-step with Congressional Republicans, to
roll back and erase the progress made by the
Obama Administration to protect our health,
our public lands, and our precious environ-
ment.

Since taking office, President Trump has
signed a number of executive orders reversing
many of President Obama’s environmental
protections—promoting cleaner air, cleaner
water, and more sustainable energy produc-
tion. The current White House is on a fast-
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track to derail decades of progress and set
our nation back in the effort to combat climate
change. The Clean Power Plan, which estab-
lished comprehensive carbon emission stand-
ards and put the United States at the forefront
of global environmental stewardship, was one
of Trump’s first targets. Instead of investing in
technological and scientific innovation to make
America a leader in greener, cleaner, sustain-
able energy production and consumption,
President Trump has used his office to sup-
port the interests of corporations and interests
in big oil and dirty coal on the backs of hard-
working Americans.

Furthermore, the current administration has
promulgated efforts to expand environmentally
detrimental offshore drilling, allow the dumping
of mining waste, and potentially force an exit
from the 2015 Paris Agreement which brought
the world’s powers together in agreement to
curb our collective carbon emissions.

The proposed budget goes even further in
rejecting  evidenced-based  policy-making.
From proposals to cripple the Environmental
Protection Agency and zero-out critical pro-
grams at the Department of Energy like
ARPA-E, this administration has abandoned
our nation’s effort to protect our planet and be
a global leader.

Our administration’s blatant disregard to-
ward the health, economic, and national secu-
rity risks associated with global climate
change is shortsighted and will only further en-
danger Americans’ health, security, and eco-
nomic stability. While we will all suffer from the
consequences of short-sighted federal policy,
the heaviest burden is bound to fall on those
already marginalized.

Minorities and working class families are al-
ready struggling to make ends meet, but study
after study shows that they are the most vul-
nerable to environmental injustices. Subject to
downwind and downstream pollution, children
and families who are economically disadvan-
taged often lack the political voice to keep in-
dustries from polluting their communities and
frequently bear the brunt of deregulatory re-
gimes. Take Flint, Michigan for example,
where young children have been exposed to
toxic levels of lead from their drinking water.
That is wrong and should be unheard of in the
world’s most powerful nation.

| urge my colleagues to consider the kind of
country we want our children to live in. Where
is the freedom in living in a community where
there is no access to clean drinking water, or
a city where children are forced to stay inside
because the air is so polluted? We can and
must do better, Mr. Speaker. The actions the
President has set forth thus far do nothing to
Make America Great Again; rather, his first
one hundred days has only made America
more polluted, less safe, and less secure.

In closing, Mr. Speaker, | urge my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle to stand
firm in their resolve to hold this and future ad-
ministrations accountable to keeping our air
clean, our water safe, and our environment
sustainable for future generations. We have
far too much to lose, Mr. Speaker, and future
generations deserve our better judgement.

———
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. MARINO (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today on account of a
family medical issue.
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SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 496. An act to repeal the rule issued by
the Federal Highway Administration and the
Federal Transit Administration entitled
“Metropolitan Planning Organization Co-
ordination and Planning Area Reform”.

———

JOINT RESOLUTION PRESENTED
TO THE PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on April 28, 2017, she pre-
sented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
joint resolution:

H.J. Res. 99. Making further continuing ap-
propriations for fiscal year 2017, and for
other purposes.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 3 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House ad-
journed until tomorrow, Tuesday, May
2, 2017, at 10 a.m. for morning-hour de-
bate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1221. A letter from the Acting Assistant
Secretary for Legislation, Department of
Health and Human Services, transmitting
the Assisted Outpatient Treatment Pilot
Program for Fiscal Year 2016 Report to Con-
gress, pursuant to Public Law 113-93, Sec.
224; to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce.

1222. A letter from the Director, Inter-
national Cooperation, Office of the Under
Secretary for Acquisition, Technology and
Logistics, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting Transmittal No. 05-17, informing of an
intent to sign the Memorandum of Agree-
ment Between the Department of Defense of
the United States of America and the King-
dom of Sweden, pursuant to Section 27(f) of
the Arms Export Control Act and Executive
Order 13637; to the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 910. A bill to direct the
Securities and Exchange Commission to pro-
vide a safe harbor related to certain invest-
ment fund research reports, and for other
purposes; with an amendment (Rept. 115-102).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

Mr. HENSARLING: Committee on Finan-
cial Services. H.R. 1366. A bill to amend the
Investment Company Act of 1940 to termi-
nate an exemption for companies located in
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, and any
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