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Pakistan’s behavior in Afghanistan. We 
need to call Pakistan out. We must re-
duce aid to the two-faced Pakistan 
Government. We don’t need to pay 
them to betray us. We must designate 
Pakistan as a state sponsor of ter-
rorism, and we must remove their 
major non-NATO ally status. In the 
war on terror, it is crystal clear Paki-
stan is not on America’s side. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

HEALTH CARE ROUND TWO 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. EVANS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, what has 
changed since the last time the Repub-
licans attempted to repeal or replace 
the Affordable Care Act? 

Absolutely nothing. That is right. 
Nothing has changed. 

Recent polls show that the Afford-
able Care Act is more popular than 
ever. Yet, the Republicans still want to 
get rid of a law that is helping to pro-
vide our most vulnerable Americans 
the affordable care they need and de-
serve. 

In my district, Mr. Speaker, 369,000 
people who receive health coverage 
from their employers could lose their 
consumer protection. 62,000 people cov-
ered by Medicare expansion could lose 
coverage if the ACA is repealed. These 
are the numbers of a few weeks back. It 
could be even worse now. 

This Saturday marks President 
Trump’s 100th day in the White House. 
And this week we have a stacked agen-
da with tax reform, to pass a spending 
bill, to prevent government shutdown, 
to talks of health care being back in 
the mix. 

One may think that health care will 
get lost in the shuffle, but we have seen 
how this administration and the Re-
publicans will not back down. They ap-
pear committed to getting rid of a law 
that provides quality, affordable health 
care to millions of Americans young 
and old. 

The American people elected us to 
fight an agenda that supports the needs 
of everyday Americans, hardworking 
Americans. Instead of cutting pro-
grams like SNAP, Meals on Wheels, the 
Community Development Block Grant 
program, we should look for ways to 
grow programs that help build stronger 
neighborhoods block by block. 

Over the weekend, I went to the 
health fair at Temple University in my 
district. Temple University Hospital 
has served the city of Philadelphia for 
the last 120 years. It is a job creator 
and a major employer in our commu-
nity. We should be looking for ways to 
build up the engines that drive invest-
ment and grow our economy, not tear 
them down. 

Let me remind you, Republicans 
want to vote on the healthcare bill 
that gets rid of essential health bene-
fits—for example, coverage for emer-
gency rooms, maternity care, and pre-

scription drugs. But because of the peo-
ple, because of you and all of your 
phone calls, all of your emails, all of 
your letters, their attempt to repeal 
the healthcare bill was stopped. 

This just happened. Yes, they still 
want to vote on a bill that destroys 
protections for people with preexisting 
conditions. 

I want to tell you a story of a small- 
business owner in my district named 
Andrea. Andrea owns a small pet shop, 
Spot’s—The Place for Paws, in 
Narberth, Pennsylvania. Andrea left 
her Philadelphia law practice to pursue 
her dream of owning a small business. 
Andrea has type 1 diabetes. Without 
the ACA, she would not be able to get 
well-priced coverage that covers her 
health expenses and medication and al-
lows her to keep her shop open. 

Andrea’s story is like that of so 
many Americans across the country. 
We cannot support legislation that 
makes life harder for those trying the 
hardest to get ahead. 

Last week, I visited another wonder-
ful resident in my district, Sister Mary 
Scullion. She is truly an inspirational 
individual who has made it her mission 
to help the most vulnerable citizens. 
Sister Scullion made a comment that 
stuck in my head: ‘‘Public housing is 
the best way to cure and prevent home-
lessness for the future.’’ 

In thinking about how we view our 
healthcare system, I am reminded of 
my conversation with Sister Scullion. 
We need to work together to lift our 
people out of tough situations. We need 
to work together to provide everyone 
in our neighborhoods with the tools 
and resources they need to succeed. 

As I mentioned, this Saturday marks 
President Trump’s 100th day in office. 
Interestingly enough, the President 
will be in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania—a 
place that I have worked for many 
years. 

What do we have to lose under this 
administration? Well, don’t we have to 
lose a lot? 

Affordable housing, Meals on Wheels 
for our seniors, before- and afterschool 
programs for our kids, and the list goes 
on. 

Well, we have a lot to lose, Mr. Presi-
dent. We will continue to make our 
voices heard. The resistance is alive, 
and the resistance is working. 

f 

b 1030 

RECOGNIZING NANCY BILLET 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE 
of Texas). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Nancy Billet, the office manager and 
financial administrator of my Wash-
ington, D.C., office. After working for 
three Members of Congress over a span 
of 36 years, Nancy will retire on Fri-
day, and she will be missed by all. 

Nancy grew up on Maryland’s East-
ern Shore, and she never thought about 

working in politics. After graduating 
from Chesapeake College, she and a 
classmate moved to the D.C. suburbs, 
and Nancy found her way to Capitol 
Hill. 

In 1981, shortly after Ronald Reagan 
was sworn in as President, Nancy 
began her career as a staff assistant 
with Congressman Phil Crane, a Repub-
lican from Illinois. She worked for 
Congressman Crane, a member of the 
Ways and Means Committee, for al-
most 14 years as a staff assistant, legis-
lative assistant, and office manager. 

She joined a softball team that 
played on The Mall after work hours, 
and that is where she would eventually 
meet her husband, Barry. They got 
married, had a baby boy, and Nancy 
continued working, but only part-time. 
She also continued her education with 
evening classes at Northern Virginia 
Community College and proceeded to 
receive a bachelor’s degree from 
George Mason University. 

After the birth of their second son, 
Nancy would return to the Hill full- 
time after the 1994 election. In January 
1995, Nancy was hired as an office man-
ager for Congressman Phil English, a 
Republican from Pennsylvania. Nancy 
worked with Congressman English 
until his retirement in January of 2009. 

When he heard about her retirement, 
former Congressman Phil English said 
Nancy was a ‘‘fabulous source of sta-
bility and good humor in an office 
where we were always a kite dancing in 
a hurricane. Your gracious manner and 
personal generosity made many dif-
ficult days tolerable and the cause pos-
sible to pursue. You brightened the 
lives of all you worked with, all you 
touched.’’ 

Congressman English went on to say 
that Nancy’s consistent patience with 
constituents, interns, and any indi-
vidual who came through the door was 
legendary. I couldn’t agree more. 

Nancy came to work in my office in 
2009, and we have been so blessed to 
have her on staff. I was able to hit the 
ground running as a freshman Member 
with such a knowledgeable veteran Hill 
staffer on my team. Nancy can master 
the most difficult tasks with ease, but 
it is her pleasant personality that I 
will miss most. I have been fortunate 
to have her on staff, and her shoes will 
not be easily filled. 

Her institutional knowledge is re-
markable. Nancy has had a front-row 
seat to so much change in the Capitol, 
from using an IBM typewriter with a 
correctable ribbon to floppy disc com-
puters, to today’s laptops, iPads, and 
smartphones; from busy phone booths 
in the Longworth Building outside of 
the Ways and Means Committee to ev-
eryone talking on their own personal 
cell phone in every hallway and every 
office; from easy access to the build-
ings to the barriers put in place after 
the September 11 attacks; and all the 
administrations to come and go. Nancy 
was employed for Presidents Ronald 
Reagan, George H.W. Bush, Bill Clin-
ton, George W. Bush, Barack Obama, 
and now under Donald Trump. 
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Mr. Speaker, to say we will miss 

Nancy is an understatement, but I 
know she is looking forward to spend-
ing time with her husband, Barry, and 
her three sons—Brian, Will, and 
Robby—and the rest of the family. 

Nancy, on behalf of Penny and me 
and all the staff, we wish you the best 
for a well-deserved retirement. On be-
half of the Congress of the United 
States, thank you for your nearly four 
decades of service to the people’s 
House. Thank you for all your dedica-
tion to serving the American people. 

f 

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. COSTA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to join the Armenian community in 
commemorating the 102nd anniversary 
of the Armenian genocide. 

On April 24, 1915, the Ottoman Em-
pire began committing atrocities that 
would result in the first genocide of the 
20th century. Between 1915 and 1923, 11⁄2 
million Armenians were systematically 
deported from their homes and sent to 
their death on marches through the 
Syrian Desert. That is a fact. 

My district, located in California’s 
San Joaquin Valley, is the land of Wil-
liam Saroyan and the resting place of 
Soghomon Terlirian, a hero of the Ar-
menian people. It is also home to the 
only Armenian genocide monument on 
a college campus in the Nation at Fres-
no State University, my alma mater. It 
is a campus that has a storied Arme-
nian Studies program known through-
out the country and is a sister univer-
sity to the American University of Ar-
menia. 

The San Joaquin Valley of California 
is also one of the earliest settling 
places for thousands of survivors and 
their families as part of the diaspora as 
a result of the genocide. Many still live 
there today and call the valley their 
home. 

I was honored to visit Armenia this 
past year to meet with its people and 
leaders. I was truly humbled to visit 
the Armenian genocide memorial in 
Yerevan. We have seen religious and 
civic leaders from all around the world 
recognize the Armenian genocide and 
ensure that this tragedy is never ever 
forgotten. 

I am very disappointed and saddened 
that another year has passed without 
the President of the United States or 
the Congress recognizing the events of 
1915 as genocide. We cannot move for-
ward free of genocide without recog-
nizing the first genocide of the 20th 
century. So I ask my colleagues to 
please join me in recognizing the lives 
of 11⁄2 million victims and their fami-
lies. 

It is always said that now is not the 
right time because of our relationship 
with Turkey as they become, like this 
country, less democratic as a result of 
recent elections. I reject that view. If 
we do not recognize the genocide now, 
then when? 

I stand with Armenians all over the 
world to say ‘‘menk’ ch’yenk’ 
morranum.’’ We will not forget. 

RECOGNIZING PAUL JAMUSHIAN 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

to recognize the service and advocacy 
of Mr. Paul Jamushian, as the 16th 
Congressional District’s Hero of the 
Month in California. 

As a descendant of both martyrs and 
survivors of the Armenian genocide, 
Paul has been an advocate for the Ar-
menian cause and for genocide recogni-
tion for over 50 years. As a member of 
the Armenian National Committee of 
America, he has led efforts throughout 
the country to advocate and educate 
residents and people of the atrocities of 
1915. 

I have been proud to call Paul a 
friend and a partner in what has been a 
mutual commitment to ensure that the 
Armenian genocide is never forgotten. 
His efforts have led to the Armenian 
genocide being formally recognized by 
numerous cities, counties, and State 
governing bodies. 

While in my district, his efforts, 
along with those of numerous others in 
the Armenian community, have led to 
this beautiful Armenian genocide 
monument on the campus of Fresno 
State University as you see here. 

Paul is the embodiment of the com-
munity of Armenian Americans 
throughout the country who have not 
only survived, but have gone on to 
thrive post-genocide and contribute 
time and time again to our country. It 
is my honor to recognize Paul as the 
Hero of the Month for the 16th Con-
gressional District in California this 
month, especially during this week of 
remembrance for the 102nd anniversary 
of the Armenian genocide. 

Let us never ever forget. 
f 

OPIOID EPIDEMIC FUNDING IN THE 
21ST CENTURY CURES ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, last week, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services 
announced the first round of grant 
funding for the 21st Century Cures Act. 

As a cosponsor and supporter of 
Cures and a Member who represents 
communities in Pennsylvania directly 
impacted by the opioid crisis, this was 
an encouraging and welcomed step to-
ward combating this epidemic. This 
first round of funding will support pre-
vention and treatment initiatives for 
those individuals in need. 

In particular, these resources will as-
sist our local health centers that serve 
the uninsured or underinsured and are 
leading the fight on the front lines 
against this epidemic. This is one of 
many steps that will need to take place 
to combat this crisis. 

As the debate here in the House on 
efforts to improve health care con-
tinues, this announcement serves as a 

reminder of the positive and good we 
can do when we work together to de-
liver solutions that strengthen our 
communities. Moving forward, I will 
continue to work with my colleagues 
to advance and support policies to ad-
dress addiction prevention and treat-
ment. 

CONGRATULATING WINNERS OF 2017 
CONGRESSIONAL ART COMPETITION 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to congratulate 
students in Pennsylvania’s Sixth Con-
gressional District. 

Yesterday, my office was proud to 
announce the winners of the 2017 Con-
gressional Art Competition. As a mem-
ber of the STEAM Caucus and a strong 
supporter of funding for the arts and 
humanities, I always encourage stu-
dents across my district to participate 
in the competition. 

This year, Hannah from Conestoga 
High School, was awarded first place 
for her piece, entitled, ‘‘Three Cranes’’; 
second place went to Rachel from Hen-
derson High School; third place was 
awarded to Elizabeth from Conestoga 
High School; and fourth place was 
awarded to Juliet from Phoenixville 
Area High School. 

The creativity displayed this year 
and every year by students from our 
community shows the depth of hard 
work and talent of our region’s stu-
dents. I congratulate and thank each 
student who submitted their work to 
the competition. 

NIH FUNDING 
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, during the recess period, I had 
the opportunity to host townhalls and 
meet with constituents to hear about 
the issues and concerns that matter to 
them. 

One of the recurring topics of con-
cern that I kept hearing was about po-
tential cuts to Federal medical re-
search funding, in particular, NIH cuts 
from the President’s skinny budget. 

We made great progress last Congress 
toward strengthening the NIH, most 
notably through passage of the 21st 
Century Cures Act. In addition to in-
creasing funding, we have made posi-
tive structural changes to ensure that 
every dollar invested is being used ef-
fectively and efficiently. 

The NIH and medical research rep-
resent our best hope to find cures, im-
prove care, and solve the diseases and 
conditions that affect millions of 
Americans. We should not reduce one 
penny of NIH funding, not one penny. 
The work and research of the NIH is 
simply too valuable. 

FENTANYL CRISIS 
Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 

Speaker, because of the fentanyl crisis 
we are facing, I have cosponsored the 
Synthetic Trafficking and Overdose 
Prevention Act, also known as the 
STOP Act. The bill aims to prevent 
synthetic drugs, such as fentanyl, from 
being shipped to the United States by 
drug traffickers. 

Illicitly produced synthetic opioids 
have strong associations with coun-
tries like China and India, where there 
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