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It is thanks to the vision of the 

founder, Nella Pardo, and her commit-
ment of service to others that DMR has 
thrived and has given nearly 12,000 cli-
ents the possibilities of better mobility 
that only a unique, custom-built 
wheelchair can offer. 

DMR has contributed so many thou-
sands of free wheelchairs to the needy 
disabled in south Florida, and it par-
ticipates in many events to raise funds 
that will enable disabled individuals to 
have the mobility equipment they des-
perately need. Congrats to all. 

CONGRATULATING WILLIAMSON AUTOMOTIVE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to congratulate Williamson 
Automotive on its significant mile-
stone of 50 years of a highly successful 
and award-winning dealership. 

Williamson Automotive does more 
than just create jobs and spur the econ-
omy of our community, as important 
as those are, but it has also engaged in 
various philanthropic ventures to best 
serve south Florida. 

From their work contributing to 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Miami to supporting a number of high 
school sports teams and sponsoring 
events for Relay For Life, Williamson 
Automotive never ceases to go above 
and beyond for south Florida. 

Mr. Speaker, Williamson Automotive 
embodies what many homegrown busi-
nesses should, a passion for what you 
do and the ability to serve your com-
munity broadly, and they do just that. 

I know that our community joins me 
in thanking Ed, Carol, and Trae 
Williamson and their staff for all that 
they have done and will continue to do 
to make our tropical paradise an even 
better place. 

Once again, congratulations to 
Williamson Automotive on celebrating 
50 years, and I wish you all the best 
and many more years of service to 
south Florida. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 100 
DAYS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Maryland (Mr. HOYER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, at the end 
of the week, President Trump will 
reach his 100th day in office. These 
first 100 days, unfortunately, have been 
defined by chaos, contradiction, and 
conflicts of interest, and he has broken 
campaign promise after campaign 
promise. 

He claimed he would be the greatest 
jobs President God ever created, yet he 
has failed to put forward a single jobs 
bill and is taking credit for jobs that 
were created or announced long before 
he took office. 

He said he would fight for working 
families, yet his budget would slash in-
vestments that create jobs and oppor-
tunities. He said he would drain the 
swamp, yet he refuses to release his 
taxes, which would shed light on his 
own conflict of interest. 

Washington is now practically 
drowning in the swamp President 

Trump has rained down on our Capital. 
He promised to balance the budget in 9 
years. It took him, unfortunately, Mr. 
Speaker, less than 30 days to abandon 
that pledge, and his most recent pro-
posals—tax cuts—would plunge our Na-
tion even more deeply into debt. 

But perhaps most emblematic of the 
failure of this Presidency’s first 100 
days was his attempt to repeal the Af-
fordable Care Act and purportedly to 
replace it. 

The President has promised insur-
ance for everybody—not access, insur-
ance for everybody. He said that over 
and over again. But TrumpCare would 
do exactly the opposite, kicking 24 mil-
lion people off their coverage and pre-
cluding millions more from being able 
to get health insurance. 

The President promised coverage 
that is much less expensive and much 
better, but TrumpCare would force 
Americans to pay more for less. Not 
my observation—the Congressional 
Budget Office’s. 

The President promised he wouldn’t 
cut Medicaid, but like so many other 
broken promises, TrumpCare cuts Med-
icaid deeply. As was true of the Presi-
dent’s campaign, he brought no unity 
to his attack on America’s health, and 
his plan was not even voted on. Indeed, 
that has been followed by Republican 
efforts to make their proposal even 
more draconian. 

The second 100 days looms even worse 
as the Trump White House continues to 
be focused on kicking Americans off 
their coverage and making the rest pay 
more and getting less, saying it intends 
to bring an even more draconian 
version of its TrumpCare bill back. 

Mr. Speaker, Republicans control 
both the House, the Senate, and the ad-
ministration. They are now, theoreti-
cally, the governing party, and what-
ever happens to our healthcare system 
on their watch will be their responsi-
bility. 

So as this administration reaches its 
100th day in office, it has a choice. It 
can continue to rack up the failures 
that it has amassed or it can turn the 
page to constructive cooperation. 

The President can, contrary to his 
promises, keep trying to take health 
coverage away from the American peo-
ple and make it more expensive, or he 
can set partisanship aside and work 
across the aisle to make sure the Af-
fordable Care Act works for everyone. 

We ought to be working together to 
accomplish that objective. He must 
start by ensuring that the promised 
cost-sharing reduction payments under 
the Affordable Care Act are made. If he 
does not, millions of people will be 
deeply hurt, the insurance system will 
be destabilized, and Americans across 
this country will find their policies 
more expensive. 

On jobs, he can continue doing noth-
ing or he can finally show the Amer-
ican people a plan to invest in jobs and 
infrastructure. Send us the legislation 
you promised, Mr. President. And he 
can keep hiding his tax returns from 

the American people and ducking and 
weaving when it comes to his ties to 
Russia, or finally draw the curtain 
back and show what he has been hiding 
and support a bipartisan, independent 
commission to seek the answers Ameri-
cans deserve and America must have. 

Mr. Speaker, in these first 100 days, if 
they are a prologue of that which is to 
come, I grieve for us all. America is a 
great and good nation, an exceptional 
nation and people. We must not, by 
demagoguery, irrationality, and neg-
ligence, on the wings of a tweet, allow 
it to be brought low. 

f 

THANKING OUR WORLD WAR II 
VETERANS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. BOST) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, earlier this 
week, I had the honor of welcoming to 
Washington, D.C., more than 50 of our 
Southern Illinois veterans. The visit 
was put together by the Honor Flight 
of Southern Illinois, a nonprofit orga-
nization that transports veterans to 
Washington to visit the memorials 
honoring their service and sacrifice. 

According to the VA, an estimated 
640 World War II veterans leave us each 
day. It is time to express our thanks, 
and that time is running short. 

We owe a debt of gratitude to those 
heroes and those who serve in defense 
of freedom and liberty. I will never for-
get the opportunity to welcome them 
to this Nation’s Capital and thank 
them for all they have done for this 
country. 
RECOGNIZING MCKENDREE UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S 

BOWLING TEAM 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, today I 
proudly also recognize the McKendree 
University women’s bowling team for 
winning the 2017 NCAA Women’s Bowl-
ing Championship. These young women 
made history by becoming the first 
NCAA Division II program to win that 
championship. 

The Bearcats’ 4–0 triumph was also 
the first sweep in the 14-year history of 
the event. I extend a heartfelt con-
gratulations to the team members, 
coaching staff, school officials, and 
family and friends on this incredible 
journey. Southern Illinois is proud of 
you. 

Go Bearcats. 
f 

b 1015 

POLICY TOWARDS NORTH KOREA 
NEEDS TO BE CAREFULLY CALI-
BRATED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
THOMPSON of Pennsylvania). The Chair 
recognizes the gentlewoman from Flor-
ida (Mrs. MURPHY) for 5 minutes. 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, today I will introduce two bills to 
enhance our Nation’s security and 
make the American people safer. 

Of all the security challenges that 
the United States confronts, the most 
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serious threat, arguably, stems from 
North Korea, under its dangerous and 
unpredictable dictator. North Korea, 
which has the fourth largest military 
in the world, continues to make 
progress on its nuclear and ballistic 
missiles programs in violation of inter-
national sanctions. 

Since 2006, North Korea has tested a 
nuclear device five times. The main 
goal of North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program is to develop a warhead small 
enough to be mounted on a ballistic 
missile. Unfortunately, North Korea 
has also shown substantial, even star-
tling, progress in its missile programs. 

Since 2014, North Korea has con-
ducted nearly 50 test launches of bal-
listic missiles. North Korea is an immi-
nent threat to our allies South Korea 
and Japan and the nearly 80,000 U.S. 
troops serving those two countries. 
And as its nuclear weapons and bal-
listic missiles programs advance, North 
Korea poses a rising threat to the 
United States homeland itself. 

The U.S. policy approach to North 
Korea must be comprehensive and care-
fully calibrated. Miscalculation could 
result in armed conflict, possibly in-
volving the use of nuclear weapons, and 
cause catastrophic loss of life. To be ef-
fective, U.S. strategy must be informed 
by the best possible intelligence on 
North Korea’s intentions and capabili-
ties. 

North Korea is a difficult intel-
ligence target. It is a secretive society 
where dissent is severely punished. 
This makes the recruitment of human 
resources inside the country very chal-
lenging, and moreover, high-level de-
fectors from North Korea with intel-
ligence about the regime are rare. 

My first bill would require the Direc-
tor of National Intelligence to create a 
North Korea-focused integration cell 
consisting of experts who would 
streamline, synthesize, and syn-
chronize intelligence on North Korea 
so that U.S. policymakers have the 
best possible information upon which 
to base decisions. 

The cell would seek to ensure that 
the U.S. Government is collecting in-
telligence on North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons programs, missile programs, 
weapon sales, and other activities that 
violate U.N. sanctions. The cell would 
also work to make certain that this in-
telligence is efficiently disseminated to 
the appropriate national security pol-
icymakers so that it can inform deci-
sionmaking. 

While my first bill is specific to 
North Korea, my second bill seeks to 
safeguard Americans by promoting se-
curity and stability in the Asia Pacific 
region more broadly. This region en-
compasses about 40 countries con-
taining over 60 percent of the world’s 
population, including many of our top 
import and export partners. The region 
offers the United States economic op-
portunities, but also presents security 
challenges. Indeed, some senior Amer-
ican officials often describe the Asia 
Pacific as the most consequential re-
gion for the future of our country. 

Historically, under Presidents of 
both parties, the U.S. has maintained a 
strong military and diplomatic pres-
ence in the region to reassure allies 
and deter adversaries. The core of U.S. 
strategy has been close cooperation 
with our regional partners. These part-
nerships are an essential component of 
our effort to confront aggression by 
North Korea, judiciously manage the 
rise of China, dismantle terrorist net-
works, ensure freedom of navigation in 
international waters, guarantee the 
free flow of commerce, respond to hu-
manitarian emergencies, and promote 
respect for the rule of law. 

These partnerships, built on mutual 
trust, are not self-sustaining. They re-
quire U.S. leadership, energy, and re-
sources. To deepen cooperation, my bill 
would create a commission of U.S. se-
curity officials and their counterparts 
from willing regional partner nations. 
The commission would aim to increase 
military readiness, strengthen counter-
terrorism operations, enhance mari-
time security, bolster cybersecurity, 
and improve intelligence coordination. 

The commission would send a clear 
signal to allies and adversaries alike 
that the U.S. commitment to the Asia 
Pacific region is intensive and endur-
ing. 

I hope my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle will support these two bills, 
which are aimed at addressing the im-
mediate threat posed by North Korea, 
and strengthening our security alli-
ances with key regional partners. 

f 

PAKISTAN IS PLAYING THE 
UNITED STATES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, when 
our forces invaded Afghanistan in 2001, 
the goal was simple: remove the 
Taliban government that sheltered the 
plotters of the 9/11 attacks on America, 
and destroy al-Qaida. 

Nearly 16 years later, Afghanistan is 
still a haven for terrorists who seek to 
attack and kill Americans. Since then, 
the Taliban has waged an insurgency in 
Afghanistan, destabilizing the country, 
creating perfect conditions for terror-
ists to exploit. 

The Taliban and al-Qaida have 
launched many of their attacks in Af-
ghanistan from Pakistan. Taliban in-
surgency is stronger today than at any 
other point since 2001. Just last week, a 
Taliban sneak attack killed more than 
160 Afghan soldiers, prompting the de-
fense minister and army chief of staff 
to resign. 

But the Taliban don’t just stage at-
tacks, they seize territory. The Special 
Inspector General for Afghan Recon-
struction said in January that 172 Af-
ghan districts are controlled, influ-
enced, or contested by the Taliban. Al- 
Qaida has a long history of loyalty to 
the Taliban. Osama bin Laden swore 
his allegiance to the Taliban’s leader, 
Mullah Omar, even before 9/11. When 

bin Laden was killed in Pakistan, 
Ayman al-Zawahiri renewed that oath 
and cemented ties between al-Qaida 
and the Taliban. Wherever the Taliban 
has influence, we can be sure that al- 
Qaida is not far behind. 

Since 2010, U.S. officials have incor-
rectly claimed that al-Qaida had a 
small presence in the country limited 
only to 50 to 100 fighters. Then, in 2015, 
a shocking U.S. raid in Afghanistan un-
covered a massive al-Qaida training 
camp, rounding up over 150 al-Qaida 
terrorists. This was more fighters 
found in one raid than the U.S. officials 
claimed existed in the entire country. 
And by the end of last year, U.S. offi-
cials announced that 250 al-Qaida ter-
rorists were killed or captured in 2016 
alone. 

Along with al-Qaida in Afghanistan, 
we have the other terrorist group, the 
Haqqani Network. This group is di-
rectly linked to al-Qaida and the 
Taliban. The Haqqani Network is re-
sponsible for more American deaths in 
the region than any other terrorist 
group. The Haqqani Network attacks 
inside Afghanistan have been directly 
traced back to—you guessed it—Paki-
stan. 

In fact, in 2011, Admiral Mike Mullen, 
then-chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, testified before the Senate: 
‘‘The Haqqani Network acts as a 
veritable arm of Pakistan’s Inter-Serv-
ices Intelligence Agency.’’ 

The truth is that Pakistan has ties to 
about every terrorist group in Afghani-
stan. And we know that the Taliban is 
still based in Pakistan today. It came 
as no surprise that when the U.S. drone 
strike killed the leader of the Taliban 
in 2016, he was—that is right—in Paki-
stan. 

The laundry list of evidence of Paki-
stan support for terrorists goes on an 
on. We all remember where al-Qaida 
leader and America’s most wanted ter-
rorist, Osama bin Laden, was found and 
killed: in Pakistan. 

Afghanistan’s representative to the 
U.N. recently told the Security Council 
that Pakistan maintains ties with 
more than 20 different terrorist groups. 

Mr. Speaker, Pakistan is playing us. 
Pakistan turns a blind eye to the ter-
rorist allies, the Afghan Taliban and 
the Haqqani Network fighters in the 
area. The Pakistan Taliban fighters 
ended up becoming the leaders of the 
ISIS affiliate in Afghanistan, known as 
ISIS Khorasan province. ISIS an-
nounced their Afghan affiliate in Janu-
ary 2015, and now has entrenched itself 
in the eastern part of the country. 

For the first time ever, the military 
dropped its largest non-nuclear bomb, 
the Massive Ordnance Air Blast Bomb, 
earlier this month on ISIS targets in 
Afghanistan. It is no surprise that Af-
ghanistan is a hotbed for terrorist mis-
chief groups, all related to Pakistan. 
That is what Pakistan has always 
wanted: a weak and divided Afghani-
stan that threatens the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, it is time we reassess 
our Pakistan policy so that it matches 
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