H2820

Like Armenians from around the
world, our central California commu-
nity has heeded Aharonian’s words, ac-
cepting his call to remember.

I am proud to have recently coau-
thored a bipartisan letter encouraging
President Trump to properly recognize
the Armenian genocide. As in years
past, this year I took part in the Cap-
itol Hill remembrance ceremony and
supported the Armenian Caucus’
screening of ‘“‘The Promise,” a film
made possible by Fresno-native Kirk
Kerkorian that depicts the Armenian
people’s will to survive.

To the Armenian community
throughout the United States, please
know that I stand with you today and
always in honoring Aharonian’s words
and never forgetting all those impacted
by the Armenian genocide.

———
O 1415
MEDIA BIAS SETS RECORD

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
the biased liberal media have forgotten
their responsibility to our democracy:
give the American people the facts,
don’t tell them what to think.

A new report by the Media Research
Center shows that coverage of Presi-
dent Trump by the broadcast networks
has been 89 percent negative, higher
than any other President.

Is it any wonder that half of Ameri-
cans disapprove of the job President
Trump is doing?

The real wonder is that it is not
greater, given what the public hears
and reads every day.

According to a recent Gallup Poll, 55
percent of U.S. adults say that news or-
ganizations’ stories are ‘‘often inac-
curate.” Only 36 percent say the media
get the facts straight.

Commonsense, reasonable Americans
would do well to discount the liberal
media since they don’t provide fair and
objective information.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 25, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
April 25, 2017, at 9:25 a.m.:

Appointments:

Board of Directors of the Office of Compli-
ance.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 4:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 17 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
0 1630

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky) at 4
o’clock and 30 minutes p.m.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR NATIONAL PEACE
OFFICERS MEMORIAL SERVICE

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 35)
authorizing the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the National Peace Offi-
cers Memorial Service and the Na-
tional Honor Guard and Pipe Band Ex-
hibition.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN RES. 35

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring),

SECTION 1. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR
NATIONAL PEACE OFFICERS MEMO-
RIAL SERVICE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary
shall be permitted to sponsor a public event,
the 36th Annual National Peace Officers Me-
morial Service (in this resolution referred to
as the ‘“Memorial Service’’), on the Capitol
Grounds, in order to honor the law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of duty
during 2016.

(b) DATE OF MEMORIAL SERVICE.—The Me-
morial Service shall be held on May 15, 2017,
or on such other date as the Speaker of the
House of Representatives and the Committee
on Rules and Administration of the Senate
jointly designate, with preparation for the
event to begin on May 11, 2017, and take-
down completed on May 16, 2017.

SEC. 2. USE OF THE CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR NA-
TIONAL HONOR GUARD AND PIPE
BAND EXHIBITION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Grand Lodge of the
Fraternal Order of Police and its auxiliary
shall be permitted to sponsor a public event,
the National Honor Guard and Pipe Band Ex-
hibition (in this resolution referred to as the
‘“Exhibition’’), on the Capitol Grounds, in
order to allow law enforcement representa-
tives to exhibit their ability to demonstrate
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Honor Guard programs and provide for a bag-
pipe exhibition.

(b) DATE OF EXHIBITION.—The exhibition
shall be held on May 14, 2017, or on such
other date as the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Rules
and Administration of the Senate jointly
designate.

SEC. 3. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sors of the Memorial Service and Exhibition
shall assume full responsibility for all ex-
penses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the events.

SEC. 4. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsors referred to in sec-
tion 3(b) are authorized to erect upon the
Capitol Grounds such stage, sound amplifi-
cation devices, and other related structures
and equipment, as may be required for the
Memorial Service and Exhibition.

SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, in connection with the
events.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on H. Con.
Res. 35.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 35 author-
izes the use of the Capitol Grounds for
the annual National Police Officers’
Memorial Service and the National
Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhi-
bition. These events are held each year
as part of Police Week to honor the
men and women who sacrificed their
lives in the line of duty. This use of the
Capitol Grounds is a worthy recogni-
tion of the honorable sacrifice of our
Nation’s brave first responders and
their families.

This year, 234 fallen officers will be
honored, which is 100 more than last
year. Ten of these officers are from my
home State of Georgia, and 70 died
from 9/11-related cancer. This year, we
will also remember five officers of the
Dallas Police Department for their
courage in the line of fire while re-
sponding to the shootings in Dallas at
last July’s protest.
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This is a clear reminder of the sac-
rifices that our men and women in law
enforcement make every day as they
put their lives on the line to maintain
safe communities for us and our loved
ones. We must do all we can to support
these brave men and women and their
families.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, H. Con. Res. 35 author-
izes use of the Capitol Grounds for the
annual National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial Service on May 15 and a National
Honor Guard and Pipe Band Exhi-
bition. Both events will be coordinated
with the Architect of the Capitol and
the Capitol Police.

The National Peace Officers’ Memo-
rial will honor the 144 law enforcement
officers killed in the line of duty in
2016. In addition, the memorial event
will honor 70 police officers who died
from cancer related to 9/11 and 30 offi-
cers who died within the past 5 years
who were not previously honored.

Eight of those officers this year hail
from my home State of Georgia. I offer
the deepest condolences to the families
of those officers who have had to en-
dure the tragedy of losing a loved one
who volunteered to protect my fellow
Georgians.

I have deep appreciation for the fall-
en officers and the ultimate sacrifice
that they have made on behalf of their
local communities. I support this reso-
lution and urge Members to join me in
supporting this tribute to law enforce-
ment officers who died in the line of
duty in the year 2016.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. FER-
GUSON) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 35.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———————

AUTHORIZING USE OF CAPITOL
GROUNDS FOR GREATER WASH-
INGTON SOAP BOX DERBY

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and agree to the
concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 36)
authorizing the use of the Capitol
Grounds for the Greater Washington
Soap Box Derby.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The text of the concurrent resolution
is as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 36

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the

Senate concurring),

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

SECTION 1. USE OF CAPITOL GROUNDS FOR
SOAP BOX DERBY RACES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Greater Washington
Soap Box Derby Association (in this resolu-
tion referred to as the ‘‘sponsor’’) shall be
permitted to sponsor a public event, soap box
derby races (in this resolution referred to as
the ‘“‘event’’), on the Capitol Grounds.

(b) DATE OF EVENT.—The event shall be
held on June 17, 2017, or on such other date
as the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Rules and Ad-
ministration of the Senate jointly designate.
SEC. 2. TERMS AND CONDITIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Under conditions to be
prescribed by the Architect of the Capitol
and the Capitol Police Board, the event shall
be—

(1) free of admission charge and open to the
public; and

(2) arranged not to interfere with the needs
of Congress.

(b) EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES.—The spon-
sor shall assume full responsibility for all
expenses and liabilities incident to all activi-
ties associated with the event.

SEC. 3. EVENT PREPARATIONS.

Subject to the approval of the Architect of
the Capitol, the sponsor is authorized to
erect upon the Capitol Grounds such stage,
sound amplification devices, and other re-
lated structures and equipment as may be re-
quired for the event.

SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police Board are authorized to make
such additional arrangements as may be re-
quired to carry out the event.

SEC. 5. ENFORCEMENT OF RESTRICTIONS.

The Capitol Police Board shall provide for
enforcement of the restrictions contained in
section 5104(c) of title 40, United States Code,
concerning sales, advertisements, displays,
and solicitations on the Capitol Grounds, as
well as other restrictions applicable to the
Capitol Grounds, with respect to the event.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON) and the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. FERGUSON).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous materials on H. Con.
Res. 36.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself as much time as I may con-
sume.

H. Con. Res. 36 authorizes the use of
the Capitol Grounds for the annual
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby in
June.

Since the first official All-American
Soap Box Derby in 1934, the mission of
the soapbox derby has been to build
knowledge and character and to teach
fair and honest competition. This tra-
dition also allows children to dem-
onstrate their dedication and cre-
ativity.

Winners from this local competition
will join those from other races, in-
cluding from my home State of Geor-
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gia, in competing at the world cham-
pionship in Akron, Ohio.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this
resolution, and I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

I would like to, first of all, thank my
good friend from Maryland, Represent-
ative STENY HOYER, for introducing
this resolution on behalf of the entire
Washington regional delegation. The
Greater Washington Soap Box Derby is
an annual competitive event that en-
courages boys and girls, ages 9 through
16, to construct and race their own
soapbox vehicles.

This Capitol Hill event has become a
great tradition in Washington, D.C., in
our metropolitan area over the last 20
years. It provides a terrific opportunity
for children to appreciate the work-
manship necessary to build the vehi-
cles and enjoy the thrill of competi-
tion.

The Greater Washington Soap Box
Derby organizers will work with the
Architect of the Capitol and the Cap-
itol Police to ensure the appropriate
rules and regulations are in place and
that the event remains free to the pub-
lic.

I support this resolution, and I urge
my colleagues to vote for this legisla-
tion.

You know, the Washington Soap Box
Derby was an event that was being held
during the times that I was here in
Washington, D.C., growing up. I was
born and raised here in Washington,
D.C. I left at the age of 17 to come to
Georgia. When I got to Georgia, I fell
in love with Georgia; and I have been
there for the last 47 years or so, and it
has been a good run for me.

But I tell you, remembering those oc-
casions when the soapbox derby came
to Washington, D.C., in my youth and
going to watch the races, and, you
know, it was really a joyful occasion,
mass crowds gathered, people are root-
ing for their neighbors and their rel-
atives and their friends, and pretty
soon everybody is rooting for every-
body. And to see the cars, the crafts-
manship that went into building those
cars, it is really a joy.

I haven’t been to a soapbox derby
since those times, so I imagine the
craftsmanship that is going into these
vehicles now is probably astounding
what these young people and their sup-
porters do in preparation for this soap-
box derby. But still, although the vehi-
cles have probably gotten more sophis-
ticated and the preparation has gotten
more detailed, the aspiration of the
soapbox derby remains the same, and
that is for young people to challenge
themselves to do something, get out of
their comfort zone, construct some-
thing, build something, then watch it
actually move, and then even win the
competition. So it is a great thrill, I
am sure.

I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.
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