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Senate 
The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Monday, April 10, 2017, at 1:30 p.m. 

House of Representatives 
SATURDAY, APRIL 8, 2017 

The House met at 11 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SIMPSON). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
April 8, 2017. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL K. 
SIMPSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Gracious and merciful God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

In this Chamber, where the people’s 
House gathers, we pause to offer You 
gratitude for the gift of this good land 
on which we live, and for this great Na-
tion which You have inspired in devel-
oping over so many years. 

Send Your spirit of peace to those 
places of our world where so many live 
with war and violence. We ask a special 
blessing upon the people of Syria. 

Give to us and all people a vivid 
sense of Your presence, that we may 
learn to understand each other, to re-
spect each other, to work with each 
other, to live with each other, and to 
do good to each other. So shall we 
make our Nation great in goodness, 
and good in its greatness. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2(a) of House Resolution 
242, the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings is approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bill and joint resolutions were 
signed by the Speaker on Thursday, 
April 6, 2017: 

S. 544, to amend the Veterans Access, 
Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 
to modify the termination date for the 
Veterans Choice Program, and for 
other purposes; 

S.J. Res. 30, providing for the re-
appointment of Steve Case as a citizen 
regent of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution; 

S.J. Res. 35, providing for the ap-
pointment of Michael Govan as a cit-

izen regent of the Board of Regents of 
the Smithsonian Institution; 

S.J. Res. 36, providing for the ap-
pointment of Roger W. Ferguson as a 
citizen regent of the Board of Regents 
of the Smithsonian Institution. 

f 

REAPPOINTMENT OF INDIVIDUALS 
TO BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE OFFICE OF COMPLIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces, on behalf of the 
Speaker and minority leader of the 
House of Representatives and the ma-
jority and minority leaders of the 
United States Senate, their joint re-
appointment, pursuant to section 301 of 
the Congressional Accountability Act 
of 1995 (2 U.S.C. 1381) as amended, and 
section 1(b) of Public Law 115–19, of the 
following individuals on April 7, 2017, 
to the Board of Directors of the Office 
of Compliance: 

Ms. Barbara Childs Wallace, 
Ridgeland, Mississippi, Chair, for a 
term of 4 years; 

Mr. Alan V. Friedman, Los Angeles, 
California, for a term of 3 years; 

Ms. Susan S. Robfogel, Rochester, 
New York, for a term of 4 years. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, April 7, 2017. 

Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
April 7, 2017, at 10:41 a.m.: 

Appointments: 
National Commission on Military, Na-

tional, and Public Service. 
With best wishes, I am, 

Sincerely, 
KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
on April 6, 2017 to an enrolled bill and 
Joint Resolutions of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 544. An act to amend the Veterans Ac-
cess, Choice, and Accountability Act of 2014 
to modify the termination date for the Vet-
erans Choice Program, and for other pur-
poses. 

S.J. Res. 30. Joint Resolution providing for 
the reappointment of Steve Case as a citizen 
regent of the Board of Regents of the Smith-
sonian Institution. 

S.J. Res. 35. Joint Resolution providing for 
the appointment of Michael Govan as a cit-
izen regent of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

S.J. Res. 36. Joint Resolution providing for 
the appointment of Roger W. Ferguson as a 
citizen regent of the Board of Regents of the 
Smithsonian Institution. 

f 

BILL PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House, 
reported that on April 6, 2017, she pre-
sented to the President of the United 
States, for his approval, the following 
bill: 

H.R. 353. To improve the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration’s weather 
research through a focused program of in-
vestment on affordable and attainable ad-
vances in observational, computing, and 
modeling capabilities to support substantial 
improvement in weather forecasting and pre-
diction of high impact weather events, to ex-
pand commercial opportunities for the provi-
sion of weather data, and for other purposes. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 2(b) of House Resolution 
242, the House stands adjourned until 11 
a.m. on Wednesday, April 12, 2017. 

Thereupon (at 11 o’clock and 4 min-
utes a.m.), under its previous order, the 
House adjourned until Wednesday, 
April 12, 2017, at 11 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

996. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a letter 

regarding actions taken by the United States 
military in Syria on April 6, 2017, pursuant 
to 50 U.S.C. 1543(a); Public Law 93-148, Sec. 
4(a); (87 Stat. 555) (H. Doc. No. 115—30); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and ordered to 
be printed. 

997. A letter from the Trial Attorney, Of-
fice of the Chief Counsel, Federal Railroad 
Administration, Department of Transpor-
tation, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Implementation of the Federal Civil 
Penalties Inflation Adjustment Act Improve-
ments Act for a Violation of a Federal Rail-
road Safety Law, Federal Railroad Adminis-
tration Safety Regulation or Order, or the 
Hazardous Material Transportation Laws or 
Regulations, Orders Special Permits, and Ap-
provals Issued Under Those Laws [Docket 
No.: FRA-2016-0021; Notice No.: 2] (RIN: 2130- 
AC65) received April 5, 2017, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

998. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Safran Helicopter Engines, S.A. Turbo-
shaft Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2016-7850; 
Directorate Identifier 2016-NE-16-AD; 
Amendment 39-18819; AD 2017-05-08] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received April 5, 2017, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

999. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Sikorsky Aircraft Corporation Heli-
copters [Docket No.: FAA-2016-9291; Direc-
torate Identifier 2016-SW-004-AD; Amend-
ment 39-18840; AD 2017-07-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received April 5, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1000. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; Pratt & Whitney Division Turbofan 
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2016-8836; Direc-
torate Identifier 2016-NE-17-AD; Amendment 
39-18815; AD 2017-05-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived April 5, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1001. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; CFM International S.A. Turbofan En-
gines [Docket No.: FAA-2016-9128; Direc-
torate Identifier 2016-NE-19-AD; Amendment 
39-18820; AD 2017-05-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re-
ceived April 5, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure. 

1002. A letter from the Management and 
Program Analyst, FAA, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart-
ment’s final rule — Airworthiness Direc-
tives; The Boeing Company Airplanes [Dock-
et No.: FAA-2017-0129; Directorate Identifier 
2017-NM-020-AD; Amendment 39-18825; AD 
2017-06-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received April 5, 
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public 
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 
Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 

committees were delivered to the Clerk 

for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 
[The following action occurred on April 7, 2017] 

Mr. MCCAUL: Committee on Homeland Se-
curity. House Resolution 235. Resolution di-
recting the Secretary of Homeland Security 
to transmit certain documents to the House 
of Representatives relating to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security’s research, inte-
gration, and analysis activities relating to 
Russian Government interference in the 
elections for Federal office held in 2016; ad-
versely (Rept. 115–89). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 

f 

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows: 

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER (for her-
self and Mr. SCHRADER): 

H.R. 2083. A bill to amend the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to reduce 
predation on endangered Columbia River 
salmon and other nonlisted species, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

By Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD (for herself, 
Ms. SÁNCHEZ, Mr. KILMER, and Mr. 
CARBAJAL): 

H.R. 2084. A bill to improve the Federal 
Pell Grant program, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce. 

By Mr. SABLAN (for himself and Ms. 
BORDALLO): 

H.R. 2085. A bill to approve an agreement 
between the United States and the Republic 
of Palau, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, and in addition 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, for a 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. RATCLIFFE: 
H.J. Res. 98. A joint resolution proposing a 

balanced budget amendment to the Constitu-
tion of the United States; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. YOHO: 
H. Res. 272. A resolution expressing the 

sense of the House of Representatives that 
the President of the United States shall, 
with the help of the Congress, address com-
prehensive tax reform within the first 240 
days of the President’s administration; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

f 

CONSTITUTIONAL AUTHORITY 
STATEMENT 

Pursuant to clause 7 of rule XII of 
the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives, the following statements are sub-
mitted regarding the specific powers 
granted to Congress in the Constitu-
tion to enact the accompanying bill or 
joint resolution. 

By Mr. POCAN: H.R. Res. 2057. 
Congress has the power to enact this legis-

lation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8, Clause 3 
The Congress shall have Power . . . To reg-

ulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and 
among the several States, and with the In-
dian Tribes. 

By Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER: 
H.R. 2083. Congress has the power to enact 

this legislation pursuant to the following: 
Article I, Section 8 
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