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continued abuse and killing of the Syr-
ian people. We must take meaningful 
action to empower the Syrian people 
and remove Assad from power. 

f 

MORE COMPETITION NEEDED IN 
BROADBAND COMMUNICATIONS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. KHANNA) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to express my deep concern with 
the recent FCC decision that strips 
Charter Communications of the re-
quirement to provide broadband in a 
competitive manner. 

When Charter merged with Time 
Warner, there was a regulatory review, 
and the requirement was that Charter 
would actually provide broadband in 
areas that would improve competition. 
Just yesterday, the Chairman revoked 
that regulatory decision and said that 
Charter doesn’t have to provide 
broadband in an area where some other 
competitor is providing broadband. 

Now, why does this matter? Ameri-
cans already pay three to four times 
more for access to the internet than 
our European counterparts, and that is 
absurd. We invented the internet. We 
built the technology that fuels the 
internet. We should have the cheapest 
prices. 

So why don’t we have cheaper prices? 
It is because four or five monopolies 
basically provide the internet service 
for everyone. You have Verizon, AT&T, 
Comcast. 

What is the solution? We need more 
competition. 

But what is this FCC Chairman 
doing? He is having policies that are 
going to lead to less competition, basi-
cally carving up the map of this coun-
try and saying: You can only provide 
service here. Don’t compete with any-
one else. 

Let’s just carve up the map so every 
ISP provides service in a particular 
area and you don’t have competition. 
And who suffers? The consumers. 

And, by the way, it is not just the 
consumers in my district in Silicon 
Valley. It is consumers in rural Amer-
ica who are paying the highest prices 
for internet service. 

Mr. Speaker, we need an FCC that is 
going to promote competition, that is 
going to go after monopolies, that is 
going to put American citizens ahead 
of corporate profits. If anything, we 
need a country that is going to have 
universal broadband, universal internet 
access. 

Just like we talk about having a uni-
versal right to health care, just like we 
talk about a universal right to college, 
we can’t live in a society where every-
one can’t have access to the internet. 
The jobs of the future are going to re-
quire it, and it ought to be a bipartisan 
issue to have universal access to the 
internet at the cheapest prices, cheaper 
than any other country, not five or six 
times more expensive than other coun-
tries, given that all of the technology 

was developed here in the United 
States. 

And one final point. Noah Smith and 
Heather Boushey and others have 
talked about what really will create 
the jobs of the future, and they have 
written about having universities and 
colleges spread out across this country. 
Abraham Lincoln did it with the land 
grants in the 1860s. 

We need college towns across Amer-
ica, and if we did that, if we expanded 
our universities, if we expanded re-
search, if we expanded broadband in a 
competitive place, we could create the 
jobs of the future all across this great 
country. 
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OPIOID AND DRUG ADDICTION 
CRISIS IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to share the story of a young 
man from my district whose tragic 
passing underscores one of the biggest 
issues facing our community and fac-
ing our Nation. 

Carlos Castellanos of Falls Township, 
Bucks County, graduated from 
Pennsbury High School. He always 
loved sharing his talents and love of 
music by playing the guitar and drums 
at school and also for local church 
groups. However, like so many around 
the Nation, Carlos got involved with 
drugs during his time at school and 
even spent some time in jail. But with 
the strength and support of his family, 
he began receiving treatment, and his 
life improved. 

b 1030 

He helped others by volunteering at a 
recovery house. He brought people suf-
fering in similar situations into treat-
ment programs. 

In early December, Carlos walked his 
mother, Pamela, down the aisle for her 
wedding. He was getting ready to go 
back to school. He had a steady job, 
and he had a girlfriend. It would seem 
to so many that Carlos’ battle with ad-
diction was heading in the right direc-
tion—a needed point of hope in a war 
that has caused so much devastation. 

Then on December 23, just 2 days be-
fore Christmas, two police detectives 
showed up at Pamela’s door to tell her 
the devastating news that no mother 
can prepare for: Carlos had overdosed 
on a drug laced with fentanyl, and he 
was unable to be saved. 

Mr. Speaker, Carlos’ life and his 
death cast light on the fact that addic-
tion is nothing short of a chronic dis-
ease. 

I share this story with Members of 
this Chamber because last week Carlos’ 
mother, Pamela, visited the White 
House to share her family’s personal 
experience as the President established 
the Commission on Combating Drug 
Addiction and the Opioid Crisis, a wor-
thy effort that deserves our support. 

The fact is our Nation’s opioid crisis 
transcends politics, and so must our re-
sponse. I applaud the President’s exec-
utive order to investigate the roots of 
this epidemic and outline tangible ac-
tions we can take to fight back. 

Any response to this challenge must 
treat the whole person, not just the ad-
diction. We must focus on the under-
lying issues driving people to seek 
opioids, while increasing the accessi-
bility and affordability for prevention, 
for education, for treatment, and for 
recovery of this disease. 

As Pamela shared, every life is a pre-
cious life, and every life is worthy of 
being reclaimed. I agree. I believe ev-
eryone in this Chamber agrees as well. 

Let’s get to work together to support 
these brave families that need our help. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTH CAROLINA GAMECOCKS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
congratulate the University of South 
Carolina Gamecocks basketball team. 

It was the thrill of a lifetime to at-
tend the NCAA women’s basketball na-
tional championship game last Sunday 
at the American Airlines Center in 
Dallas, Texas. 

The Gamecocks have electrified Co-
lumbia and the entire State of South 
Carolina. We are all incredibly proud of 
what these coaches and players have 
achieved. 

For head coach Dawn Staley, win-
ning the national championship is the 
latest in a string of achievements that 
she has accumulated in her lifetime 
and in South Carolina over the last 9 
years. 

Under her leadership, the Gamecocks 
have made the NCAA tournament 6 
years in a row and went on to the Final 
Four in 2015. 

This year, they finally got over the 
hump and are national champions. Her 
coaching staff have done an impressive 
job, and I congratulate each of them. 

The team Coach Staley has built is 
an incredible group of young women 
from South Carolina and around the 
country. A’ja Wilson, a junior from 
Hopkins, South Carolina, won the Most 
Outstanding Player Award of the Final 
Four and was named to the All-SEC 
first team this season. 

Wilson was joined on the All-SEC 
first team by senior Alaina Coates 
from Irmo, South Carolina. Unfortu-
nately, Coates missed the NCAA tour-
nament with an ankle injury and has 
concluded a fantastic career with the 
Gamecocks. 

In addition to making the All-SEC 
first team this year, she did so last 
year as well and was All-SEC second 
team her first 2 years in the program. 
We wish her a speedy recovery and 
hope that she has as much success in 
the future as she has had with the 
Gamecocks. 
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The Gamecocks finished 2017 with a 

33–4 record and won their third con-
secutive Southeastern Conference 
Championship en route to this national 
championship. The Gamecocks have 
developed an incredible fan base. They 
have led the Nation in attendance for 
women’s basketball over the last sev-
eral years. 

In addition to their success on the 
court, these coaches and players are 
role models off the court. I especially 
want to acknowledge assistant coach 
Nikki McCray-Penson. Diagnosed with 
cancer 3 years ago, she has been a real 
inspiration to many. 

Throughout her treatment, she re-
mained totally committed to the team 
and never missed a day of work. 
Thankfully, she is now cancer free. 

I also want to congratulate the 
Gamecocks men’s team. After winning 
their first NCAA tournament game in 
43 years, they reached the Final Four 
for the first time in their program’s 
history. 

Having both men and women from 
the same school reach the Final Four 
is pretty uncommon. Coach Frank 
Martin and his assistants are building 
a tremendous program. Although they 
came up five points short of a victory 
in the semi-championship game, they 
proved themselves a team of cham-
pions. 

Mr. Speaker, although representing 
the University of South Carolina in 
this august body is a singular honor for 
me, I feel certain that these 2017 NCAA 
Final Four appearances by these young 
men and women are the beginnings of 
many more to come. Coach Frank Mar-
tin and Coach Dawn Staley are truly a 
dynamic duo. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to congratulate the Uni-
versity of South Carolina Gamecocks basket-
ball team. It was the thrill of a lifetime to at-
tend the NCAA women’s basketball national 
championship game last Sunday at the Amer-
ican Airlines Center in Dallas, Texas. Game-
cocks have electrified Columbia and the entire 
state of South Carolina, and we are all incred-
ibly proud of what these coaches and players 
have achieved. 

For Head Coach Dawn Staley, winning the 
national championship is the latest in a string 
of achievements that she has accumulated in 
her lifetime and in South Carolina over the last 
nine seasons. Under her leadership, the 
Gamecocks have made the NCAA Tour-
nament six years in a row and went to the 
final four in 2015. This year, they finally got 
over the hump and are national champions. 
Her coaching staff, Lisa Boyer, Nikki McCray- 
Penson, Fred Chmiel, Melanie Balcomb, Cyn-
thia Jordan, Freddy Ready, Ariana Moore, 
Hudson Jacobs, Marcella Shorty, Katie Fowler 
have done an impressive job, and I congratu-
late each of them. 

The team Coach Staley has built is an in-
credible group of young women from South 
Carolina and around the country. A’ja Wilson, 
a Junior from Hopkins, South Carolina, won 
the Most Outstanding Player of the Final Four 
award and was named to the All-SEC First 
Team this season. Wilson was joined on the 
All-SEC First Team by Senior Alaina Coates 
from Irmo, South Carolina. Unfortunately 

Coates missed the NCAA tournament with an 
ankle injury and has concluded a fantastic ca-
reer with the Gamecocks. In addition to mak-
ing All-SEC First team this year, she did so 
last season as well, and was All-SEC Second 
team in her first two years in the program. We 
wish her a speedy recovery and hope that she 
has as much success in the future as she has 
had with the Gamecocks. 

The full roster of this championship team in-
cludes Victoria Patrick, Bianca Cuevas-Moore, 
Kaela Davis, Doniyah Cliney, Allisha Gray, 
Araion Bradshaw, Tiffany Davis, Mikiah Her-
bert Harrigan, A’ja Wilson, Alexis Jennings, 
Alaina Coates, and Tyasha Harris. 

The Gamecocks finished 2017 with a 33–4 
record and won their third consecutive South-
eastern Conference Championship en route to 
this national championship. The Gamecocks 
have developed an incredible fan base. They 
have led the nation in attendance for women’s 
basketball over the last several years. In addi-
tion to their success on the court, these 
coaches and players are role models off the 
court. I especially want to acknowledge Assist-
ant Coach Nikki McCray-Penson. Diagnosed 
with cancer three years ago, she has been a 
real inspiration to many. Throughout her treat-
ment she remained totally committed to the 
team, and never missed a day of work. Thank-
fully, she is now cancer free. 

I also wish to congratulate the Gamecocks 
Men’s team. After winning their first NCAA 
tournament game in 43 years they reached 
the final four for the first time in their programs 
history. Having both men and women from the 
same school reach the final four is pretty un-
common. 

Coach Frank Martin, his assistants and staff 
consisting, of Matt Figger, Perry Clark, Bruce 
Shingler, Andy Assaley, Scott Greenawalt, 
Doug Edwards, Mark Rodger, Jay Gibbons, 
Dushawn Davis, Jarett Gerald, Brian Steele, 
Ryan McIntyre recruited and molded an in-
credible group of young men including 
TeMarcus Blanton, Tommy Corchiani, PJ 
Dozier, Rakym Felder, Hassani Gravett, 
Khadim Gueye, Evan Hinson, Kory Holden, 
Jarrell Holliman, Sedee Keita, Maik Kotsar, 
Justin McKie, Duane Notice, John Ragin, 
Christian Schmitt, Chris Silva, Sindarius 
Thornwell, Ran Tut are building a tremendous 
program. 

Although they came up five points short of 
a victory in the semi-championship game they 
proved themselves a team of champions. 

Mr. Speaker, although representing the Uni-
versity of South Carolina in this august body 
is a singular honor for me, I feel certain that 
these 2017 NCAA Final Four appearances by 
these young men and women are the begin-
nings of many more to come. Coach Frank 
Martin and Coach Dawn Staley are truly a dy-
namic duo. 

f 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN’S WISDOM 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, Con-
gress is fundamentally a deliberative 
institution. Deliberations take time, 
and they are often messy. In fact, the 
bigger the issue, the messier the delib-
erations. 

The designers of our Constitution 
wanted a great, big, ugly debate every 

time a decision was being made. They 
wanted the subject held up to every 
conceivable light and every voice in 
the country to be heard. 

This is certainly true of the effort to 
replace the collapsing bureaucracy of 
ObamaCare with the patient-centered 
marketplace that we have long prom-
ised. 

These deliberations must continue 
until they bear fruit because there is 
no excuse for failure. ObamaCare is 
only getting worse. 

Last year’s average 25 percent pre-
mium increase is likely to be followed 
by even bigger increases this year. The 
flight of healthcare providers from the 
system is only going to accelerate. The 
rapid expansion of Medicaid, which 
could exceed defense spending by next 
year, is not only fiscally unsustainable, 
it doesn’t even guarantee care. 

Dwindling Medicaid providers and 
lengthening waiting lists means that 
many Medicaid patients have no re-
course but to flood emergency rooms. 

The original Medicaid population, 
the elderly, the blind, the disabled, who 
were only reimbursed an average 57 
cents on the dollar, are pushed to the 
back of every line by able-bodied 
ObamaCare expansion patients who are 
reimbursed at 90 percent. 

The American Health Care Act is far 
from perfect. I have argued vigorously 
for a comprehensive bill rather than 
the current piecemeal approach that 
we are following. 

Now, I lost that debate, but I haven’t 
lost sight of the ultimate goal: to re-
store our healthcare system as the best 
in the world. 

I could list a lot of things that could 
be made better by the current bill, and 
perhaps they will be in our extended 
negotiations, but those who expect per-
fection in our legislation fundamen-
tally misunderstand our system. 

Congress was never designed to make 
perfect law. It was designed to make 
the best law that is acceptable to the 
most people. And it is pretty good at 
that when we let it be. 

When the Constitutional Convention 
seemed hopelessly deadlocked, Ben-
jamin Franklin declared that he didn’t 
entirely approve of our Constitution, 
but he had learned, over the years, to 
doubt a little of his own infallibility 
and to recognize the limitations of 
making decisions with others. 

He noted that when you assemble a 
group of people to benefit from their 
collective wisdom, you also had to ac-
cept their collective shortcomings and 
realize that a perfect product is never 
possible from such a process. 

In another speech, he recalled being 
an apprentice tradesman trying to fit 
together two pieces of wood. It was 
often necessary, he said, to shave a lit-
tle from one and then a little from the 
other until you had a joint that could 
hold together for centuries. In this 
same manner, he urged them to each 
join together in each part with some of 
our demands. 

Compromise is not an end in itself. It 
is a means to an end. As long as that 
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