cw?

March 30, 2017

(6) Any other sanction determined by the
Committee to be appropriate.

(f) With respect to any proved counts
against an officer or employee of the House
of Representatives, the Committee may rec-
ommend to the House one or more of the fol-
lowing sanctions:

(1) Dismissal from employment.

(2) Reprimand.

(3) Fine.

(4) Any other sanction determined by the
Committee to be appropriate.

(g) With respect to the sanctions that the
Committee may recommend, reprimand is
appropriate for serious violations, censure is
appropriate for more serious violations, and
expulsion of a Member or dismissal of an of-
ficer or employee is appropriate for the most
serious violations. A recommendation of a
fine is appropriate in a case in which it is
likely that the violation was committed to
secure a personal financial benefit; and a
recommendation of a denial or limitation of
a right, power, privilege, or immunity of a
Member is appropriate when the violation
bears upon the exercise or holding of such
right, power, privilege, or immunity. This
clause sets forth general guidelines and does
not limit the authority of the Committee to
recommend other sanctions.

(h) The Committee report shall contain an
appropriate statement of the evidence sup-
porting the Committee’s findings and a
statement of the Committee’s reasons for
the recommended sanction.

RULE 25. DISCLOSURE OF EXCULPATORY
INFORMATION TO RESPONDENT

If the Committee, or any investigative or
adjudicatory subcommittee at any time re-
ceives any exculpatory information respect-
ing a Complaint or Statement of Alleged
Violation concerning a Member, officer, or
employee of the House of Representatives, it
shall make such information known and
available to the Member, officer, or em-
ployee as soon as practicable, but in no event
later than the transmittal of evidence sup-
porting a proposed Statement of Alleged Vio-
lation pursuant to Rule 26(c). If an investiga-
tive subcommittee does not adopt a State-
ment of Alleged Violation, it shall identify
any exculpatory information in its posses-
sion at the conclusion of its inquiry and
shall include such information, if any, in the
subcommittee’s final report to the Com-
mittee regarding its inquiry. For purposes of
this rule, exculpatory evidence shall be any
evidence or information that is substantially
favorable to the respondent with respect to
the allegations or charges before an inves-
tigative or adjudicatory subcommittee.

RULE 26. RIGHTS OF RESPONDENTS AND
WITNESSES

(a) A respondent shall be informed of the
right to be represented by counsel, to be pro-
vided at the respondent’s own expense.

(b) A respondent may seek to waive any
procedural rights or steps in the disciplinary
process. A request for waiver must be in
writing, signed by the respondent, and must
detail what procedural steps the respondent
seeks to waive. Any such request shall be
subject to the acceptance of the Committee
or subcommittee, as appropriate.

(c) Not less than 10 calendar days before a
scheduled vote by an investigative sub-
committee on a Statement of Alleged Viola-
tion, the subcommittee shall provide the re-
spondent with a copy of the Statement of Al-
leged Violation it intends to adopt together
with all evidence it intends to use to prove
those charges which it intends to adopt, in-
cluding documentary evidence, witness testi-
mony, memoranda of witness interviews, and
physical evidence, unless the subcommittee
by an affirmative vote of a majority of its
members decides to withhold certain evi-
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dence in order to protect a witness, but if
such evidence is withheld, the subcommittee
shall inform the respondent that evidence is
being withheld and of the count to which
such evidence relates.

(d) Neither the respondent nor respond-
ent’s counsel shall, directly or indirectly,
contact the subcommittee or any member
thereof during the period of time set forth in
paragraph (c) except for the sole purpose of
settlement discussions where counsels for
the respondent and the subcommittee are
present.

(e) If, at any time after the issuance of a
Statement of Alleged Violation, the Com-
mittee or any subcommittee thereof deter-
mines that it intends to use evidence not
provided to a respondent under paragraph (c)
to prove the charges contained in the State-
ment of Alleged Violation (or any amend-
ment thereof), such evidence shall be made
immediately available to the respondent,
and it may be used in any further proceeding
under the Committee’s rules.

(f) Evidence provided pursuant to para-
graph (c) or (e) shall be made available to
the respondent and respondent’s counsel
only after each agrees, in writing, that no
document, information, or other materials
obtained pursuant to that paragraph shall be
made public until—

(1) such time as a Statement of Alleged
Violation is made public by the Committee if
the respondent has waived the adjudicatory
hearing; or

(2) the commencement of an adjudicatory
hearing if the respondent has not waived an
adjudicatory hearing; but the failure of re-
spondent and respondent’s counsel to so
agree in writing, and therefore not receive
the evidence, shall not preclude the issuance
of a Statement of Alleged Violation at the
end of the period referenced in (c).

(g) A respondent shall receive written no-
tice whenever—

(1) the Chair and Ranking Minority Mem-
ber determine that information the Com-
mittee has received constitutes a complaint;

(2) a complaint or allegation is trans-
mitted to an investigative subcommittee;

(3) that subcommittee votes to authorize
its first subpoena or to take testimony under
oath, whichever occurs first; or

(4) that subcommittee or the Committee
votes to expand the scope of the inquiry of
the investigative subcommittee.

(h) Whenever an investigative sub-
committee adopts a Statement of Alleged
Violation and a respondent enters into an
agreement with that subcommittee to settle
a complaint on which the Statement is
based, that agreement, unless the respondent
requests otherwise, shall be in writing and
signed by the respondent and the respond-
ent’s counsel, the Chair and Ranking Minor-
ity Member of the subcommittee, and out-
side counsel, if any.

(i) Statements or information derived sole-
ly from a respondent or respondent’s counsel
during any settlement discussions between
the Committee or a subcommittee thereof
and the respondent shall not be included in
any report of the subcommittee or the Com-
mittee or otherwise publicly disclosed with-
out the consent of the respondent.

(j) Whenever a motion to establish an in-
vestigative subcommittee does not prevail,
the Committee shall promptly send a letter
to the respondent informing the respondent
of such vote.

(k) Witnesses shall be afforded a reason-
able period of time, as determined by the
Committee or subcommittee, to prepare for
an appearance before an investigative sub-
committee or for an adjudicatory hearing
and to obtain counsel.

(1) Prior to their testimony, witnesses
shall be furnished a printed copy of the Com-

H2595

mittee’s Rules of Procedure and the provi-
sions of the Rules of the House of Represent-
atives applicable to the rights of witnesses.

(m) Witnesses may be accompanied by
their own counsel for the purpose of advising
them concerning their constitutional rights.
The Chair may punish breaches of order and
decorum, and of professional responsibility
on the part of counsel, by censure and exclu-
sion from the hearings; and the Committee
may cite the offender to the House of Rep-
resentatives for contempt.

(n) Each witness subpoenaed to provide
testimony or other evidence shall be pro-
vided the same per diem rate as established,
authorized, and regulated by the Committee
on House Administration for Members, offi-
cers and employees of the House, and, as the
Chair considers appropriate, actual expenses
of travel to or from the place of examina-
tion. No compensation shall be authorized
for attorney’s fees or for a witness’ lost earn-
ings. Such per diem may not be paid if a wit-
ness had been summoned at the place of ex-
amination.

(o) With the approval of the Committee, a
witness, upon request, may be provided with
a transcript of the witness’ own deposition
or other testimony taken in executive ses-
sion, or, with the approval of the Chair and
Ranking Minority Member, may be per-
mitted to examine such transcript in the of-
fice of the Committee. Any such request
shall be in writing and shall include a state-
ment that the witness, and counsel, agree to
maintain the confidentiality of all executive
session proceedings covered by such tran-
script.

RULE 27. FRIVOLOUS FILINGS

If a complaint or information offered as a
complaint is deemed frivolous by an affirma-
tive vote of a majority of the members of the
Committee, the Committee may take such
action as it, by an affirmative vote of a ma-

jority, deems appropriate in the cir-
cumstances.
RULE 28. REFERRALS TO FEDERAL OR STATE
AUTHORITIES

Referrals made under clause 3(a)(3) of Rule
XI of the Rules of the House of Representa-
tives may be made by an affirmative vote of
two-thirds of the members of the Committee.

SENATE ENROLLED JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled joint resolution of the
Senate of the following title:

S.J. Res. 34. Joint Resolution providing for
congressional disapproval under chapter 8 of
title 5, United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by the Federal Communications Com-
mission relating to ‘‘Protecting the Privacy
of Customers of Broadband and Other Tele-
communications Services”.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 12 o’clock and 30 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, April 3,
2017, at noon for morning-hour debate.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
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940. A letter from the Acting Secretary of
the Army, Department of Defense, transmit-
ting the Annual Report to Congress on the
Activities of the Western Hemisphere Insti-
tute for Security Cooperation for 2016, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 2166(i); Public Law 106-398,
Sec. 1 (as amended by Public Law 107-314,
Sec. 932(a)(1)); (116 Stat. 2625); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services.

941. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary for Acquisition, Technology, and Lo-
gistics, Department of Defense, transmitting
the Department of Defense Chemical Demili-
tarization Program Semi-Annual Report to
Congress for March 2017, pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1521(j); Public Law 99-145, Sec. 1412 (as
amended by Public Law 112-239, Sec. 1421(a));
(126 Stat. 204); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

942. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter au-
thorizing five officers to wear the insignia of
the grade of brigadier general, pursuant to 10
U.8.C. TT7(b)(3)(B); Public Law 104-106, Sec.
503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law 108-136, Sec.
509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

943. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Diversion Control Division, Drug En-
forcement Administration, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s final
rule — Schedules of Controlled Substances:
Placement of Brivaracetam Into Schedule V
[Docket No.: DEA-435] received March 28,
2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

944. A letter from the Assistant Adminis-
trator, Diversion Control Division, Drug En-
forcement Administration, Department of
Justice, transmitting the Department’s in-
terim final rule — Schedules of Controlled

Substances: Placement of FDA-Approved
Products of Oral Solutions Containing
Dronabinol [(—)-delta-9-trans-

tetrahydrocannabinol (delta-9-THC)] in
Schedule II [Docket No.: DEA-344] received
March 28, 2017, pursuant to 5 TU.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

945. A letter from the Auditor, Office of the
District of Columbia Auditor, transmitting a
report entitled, “DHCD Should Improve
Management of the Housing Production
Trust Fund to Better Meet Affordable Hous-
ing Goals’’, pursuant to Public Law 93-198,
Sec. 4565(d); (87 Stat. 803); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

946. A letter from the Auditor, Office of the
District of Columbia Auditor, transmitting a
report entitled, ‘‘Internal Control Weak-
nesses Found in the Marion S. Barry Sum-
mer Youth Employment Program’’, pursuant
to Public Law 93-198, Sec. 455(d); (87 Stat.
803); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

947. A letter from the Assistant Director
for Legislative Affairs, Consumer Financial
Protection Bureau, transmitting the Bu-
reau’s FY 2016 No FEAR Act report, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public Law 107-174,
203(a) (as amended by Public Law 109-435,
Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.

948. A letter from the Associate General
Counsel for General Law, Office of the Gen-
eral Counsel, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, transmitting a notification of designa-
tion of acting officer and a notification of
discontinuation of service in acting role,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-
277, 1561(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

949. A letter from the EEO Director, Office
of Civil Rights and Equal Opportunity, So-
cial Security Administration, transmitting
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the Administration’s FY 2016 No FEAR Act
report, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 2301 note; Public
Law 107-174, 203(a) (as amended by Public
Law 109-435, Sec. 604(f)); (120 Stat. 3242); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

950. A letter from the Acting Assistant At-
torney General, Department of Justice,
transmitting a report entitled, ‘‘Debt Collec-
tion Recovery Activities of the Department
of Justice for Civil Debts Referred for Collec-
tion Annual Report for Fiscal Year 2016,
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 3718(c); Public Law 97-
452, Sec. 1(16)(A) (as amended by Public Law
99-578, Sec. 1(4)); (100 Stat. 3305); to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

951. A letter from the Staff Director,
United States Sentencing Commission,
transmitting a report on the compliance of
the federal district courts with documenta-
tion submission requirements of 28 U.S.C.
994(w)(1), pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 994(w)(3); to
the Committee on the Judiciary.

952. A letter from the Acting Assistant At-
torney General, Office of Legislative Affairs,
Department of Justice, transmitting notifi-
cation that the Department takes no posi-
tion on enactment of H.R. 654, the Pacific
Northwest Earthquake Preparedness Act of
2017; to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
for printing and reference to the proper
calendar, as follows:

Mr. BRADY of Texas: Committee on Ways
and Means. House Resolution 186. Resolution
of inquiry directing the Secretary of the
Treasury to provide to the House of Rep-
resentatives the tax returns and other speci-
fied financial information of President Don-
ald J. Trump; adversely (Rept. 115-73). Re-
ferred to the House Calendar.

———————

PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XII, public
bills and resolutions of the following
titles were introduced and severally re-
ferred, as follows:

By Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of
New York (for herself, Mr. ROYCE of
California, Ms. ADAMS, Ms. BASS,
Mrs. BEATTY, Mr. BERA, Ms. BLUNT
ROCHESTER, Ms. BONAMICI, Mr.
BUTTERFIELD, Mr. CAPUANO, Mr.
CARTWRIGHT, Mr. CASTRO of Texas,
Mr. CICILLINE, Ms. CLARK of Massa-
chusetts, Ms. CLARKE of New York,
Mr. CLAY, Mr. COHEN, Mr. CRIST, Mr.
CUMMINGS, Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of I1-
linois, Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr.
DEFAZIO, Mr. DELANEY, Mrs.
DEMINGS, Mr. DENT, Mr. DESAULNIER,
Mrs. DINGELL, Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE
of Pennsylvania, Mr. ELLISON, Mr.
ENGEL, Mr. FOSTER, Ms. FRANKEL of
Florida, Mr. GARAMENDI, Mr. GRI-
JALVA, Ms. HANABUSA, Mr. HECK, Ms.
JACKSON LEE, Mr. JOHNSON of Geor-
gia, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of
Texas, Ms. KAPTUR, Ms. KELLY of Illi-
nois, Mr. KIHUEN, Mr. KILDEE, Mr.
KING of New York, Mr. LARSON of
Connecticut, Mrs. LAWRENCE, Ms.
LEE, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. TED LIEU of Cali-
fornia, Ms. MICHELLE LLUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. SEAN
PATRICK MALONEY of New York, Ms.
McCoLLuM, Mr. MCEACHIN, Mr.
MCNERNEY, Mr. MEEKS, Ms. MENG,
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Mr. NADLER, Mrs. NAPOLITANO, Ms.
NORTON, Mr. O’ROURKE, Mr. PALLONE,

Mr. PAYNE, Mr. PERLMUTTER, Mr.
PETERS, Mr. RICHMOND, Ms. ROS-
LEHTINEN, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Mr.

SCHIFF, Ms. SEWELL of Alabama, Ms.
SHEA-PORTER, Mr. SHERMAN, Ms.
SINEMA, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. SWALWELL of
California, Mr. THOMPSON of Cali-
fornia, Ms. TITUS, Mr. TONKO, Mr.

VARGAS, Ms. VELAZQUEZ,  Ms.
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Ms. MAXINE
WATERS of California, Mr. WELCH,

Ms. WILSON of Florida, Mrs. LOWEY,
Mr. HASTINGS, Mr. PoLIs, Mr. SMITH
of Washington, Ms. STEFANIK, Ms.
EsHOO, Mr. CLEAVER, Mr. HIMES, Mr.
DAVID ScoTT of Georgia, Mr. YAR-
MUTH, Mr. HIGGINS of New York, Mr.
EvANS, Ms. JuDy CHU of California,
Ms. TSONGAS, Ms. SANCHEZ, Mr.
BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mr. REED,
Mr. BILIRAKIS, Mr. RASKIN, Ms.
MOORE, Mr. MACARTHUR, Mr. BLU-
MENAUER, Mr. CONNOLLY, Mr. BROWN

of Maryland, Mr. COOPER, Mr.
ESPAILLAT, Mr. GUTIERREZ, Mrs.
WATSON COLEMAN, Ms. KUSTER of New
Hampshire, Mr. SARBANES, Mr.

TROTT, Mr. LANCE, Miss RICE of New
York, Mr. STIVERS, Mr. KATKO, Mr.
VALADAO, Mrs. MIMI WALTERS of Cali-
fornia, Mr. MCCAUL, Mr. PAULSEN,
Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER, Mrs. LOVE,
Mr. HURD, Mr. BACON, and Mr.
BERGMAN):

H.R. 19. A Dbill to establish in the Smithso-
nian Institution a comprehensive women’s
history museum, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on House Administration,
and in addition to the Committees on Nat-
ural Resources, and Transportation and In-
frastructure, for a period to be subsequently
determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall with-
in the jurisdiction of the committee con-
cerned.

By Mr. BISHOP of Utah:

H.R. 1800. A bill to direct the Secretary of
Agriculture to transfer certain Federal land
to facilitate scientific research supporting
Federal space and defense programs; to the
Committee on Natural Resources.

By Mr. TIPTON:

H.R. 1801. A bill to delay the effective date
of the final rule of the Bureau of Consumer
Financial Protection titled ‘‘Prepaid Ac-
counts under the Electronic Fund Transfer
Act (Regulation E) and the Truth In Lending
Act (Regulation Z)‘‘; to the Committee on
Financial Services.

By Ms. ESTY (for herself, Mr. Cos-
TELLO of Pennsylvania, Mr. LAN-
GEVIN, Mr. MURPHY of Pennsylvania,
Mr. RYAN of Ohio, and Mrs.
RADEWAGEN):

H.R. 1802. A bill to expand eligibility for
the program of comprehensive assistance for
family caregivers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs; to the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs.

By Mr. DUNN:

H.R. 1803. A bill to establish the Constitu-
tional Government Review Commission, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform, and in
addition to the Committee on Rules, for a
period to be subsequently determined by the
Speaker, in each case for consideration of
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

By Mr. BARR:

H.R. 1804. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow a 3-year recovery
period for all race horses; to the Committee
on Ways and Means.
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