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Hotel in Washington, D.C., has hired a
“director of diplomatic sales’ to gen-
erate high-priced business among for-
eign leaders and diplomatic delega-
tions, and;

Whereas, according to his 2016 can-
didate filing with the Federal Election
Commission, the President has 564 fi-
nancial positions in companies located
in the United States and around the
world, and;

Whereas, against the advice of ethics
attorneys and the Office of Govern-
ment Ethics, the President has refused
to divest his ownership stake in his
businesses, and;

Whereas, the Director of the non-
partisan Office of Government Ethics
said that the President’s plan to trans-
fer his business holdings to a trust
managed by family members is ‘‘mean-
ingless” and ‘‘does not meet the stand-
ards that every President in the
past four decades has met’’, and;

Whereas, in the United States’ sys-
tem of checks and balances, Congress
has a responsibility to hold the execu-
tive branch of government to the high-
est standard of transparency to ensure
the public interest is placed first and
the Constitution is adhered to, and;

Whereas, the House Judiciary Com-
mittee has the first responsibility
among the committees of the House to
see that elements of our Constitution
are adhered to and, in furtherance of
that responsibility, Judiciary Com-
mittee members have historically uti-
lized fact-finding and research prior to
formal hearings, and;

Whereas, tax returns provide an im-
portant baseline disclosure because
they contain highly instructive infor-
mation including whether the filer paid
taxes, what they own, what they have
borrowed and from whom, whether
they have made any charitable dona-
tions, and whether they have taken ad-
vantage of tax loopholes and that such
information would be material to
members of the Judiciary Committee
as research is undertaken on whether
President Trump is in violation of the
Emoluments Clause of the Constitu-
tion, and;

Whereas, disclosure of the Presi-
dent’s tax returns would be an effective
means for the President to provide evi-
dence either refuting or confirming
claims of violations of the Emoluments
Clause, and;

Whereas, the President’s tax returns
are likely to be essential as members
of the Judiciary Committee work to re-
search potential violations of the
Emoluments Clause, and;

Whereas, the chairmen of the Ways
and Means Committee, Joint Com-
mittee on Taxation, and Senate Fi-
nance Committee have the authority
to request the President’s tax returns
under section 6103 of the Tax Code, and
this power is an essential tool in learn-
ing whether the President may be in
violation of the Emoluments Clause,
and;

Whereas, questions involving con-
stitutional functions and the House’s

constitutionally granted powers have
been recognized as valid questions of
the privileges of the House.

Resolved, that the House of Rep-
resentatives shall:

One, immediately request the tax re-
turn information of Donald J. Trump
for tax years 2000 through 2015 for re-
view by Congress, as part of a deter-
mination as to whether the President
is in violation of the Foreign Emolu-
ments Clause of the U.S. Constitution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
rule IX, a resolution offered from the
floor by a Member other than the ma-
jority leader or the minority leader as
a question of the privileges of the
House has immediate precedence only
at a time designated by the Chair with-
in 2 legislative days after the resolu-
tion is properly noticed.

Pending that designation, the form of
the resolution noticed by the gentle-
woman from California will appear in
the RECORD at this point.

The Chair will not at this point de-
termine whether the resolution con-
stitutes a question of privilege. That
determination will be made at the time
designated for consideration of the res-
olution.

———

PACIFIC NORTHWEST EARTH-
QUAKE PREPAREDNESS ACT OF
2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, 5-minute voting will con-
tinue.

There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 654) to direct the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency to carry out a plan for
the purchase and installation of an
earthquake early warning system for
the Cascadia Subduction Zone, and for
other purposes, as amended, on which
the yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, as amended.

This is a 5-minute vote.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 395, nays 11,
not voting 23, as follows:

[Roll No. 196]

YEAS—395
Abraham Beyer Brat
Adams Biggs Bridenstine
Aguilar Bilirakis Brooks (AL)
Allen Bishop (GA) Brooks (IN)
Amodei Bishop (MI) Brown (MD)
Arrington Bishop (UT) Brownley (CA)
Babin Black Buck
Bacon Blackburn Bucshon
Banks (IN) Blum Budd
Barletta Blumenauer Burgess
Barr Blunt Rochester  Bustos
Barragan Bonamici Butterfield
Barton Bost Byrne
Bass Boyle, Brendan Calvert
Beatty F. Capuano
Bera Brady (PA) Carbajal
Bergman Brady (TX) Carter (GA)
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Carter (TX)
Cartwright
Castor (FL)
Chabot
Chaffetz
Cheney
Chu, Judy
Cicilline
Clark (MA)
Clarke (NY)
Clay
Cleaver
Clyburn
Coffman
Cohen
Cole
Collins (GA)
Collins (NY)
Comer
Comstock
Conaway
Connolly
Conyers
Cook
Cooper
Correa
Costa
Costello (PA)
Courtney
Cramer
Crawford
Crist
Crowley
Cuellar
Culberson
Cummings
Curbelo (FL)
Davidson
Davis (CA)
Davis, Danny
Davis, Rodney
DeFazio
DeGette
Delaney
DeLauro
DelBene
Demings
Denham
Dent
DeSantis
DeSaulnier
DesdJarlais
Deutch
Diaz-Balart
Dingell
Doggett
Donovan
Doyle, Michael
F.

Duffy
Duncan (TN)
Dunn
Ellison
Emmer
Engel

Eshoo
Espaillat
Esty

Evans
Farenthold
Faso
Ferguson
Fitzpatrick
Fleischmann
Flores
Fortenberry
Foster

Foxx
Frankel (FL)
Franks (AZ)
Frelinghuysen
Fudge
Gabbard
Gallagher
Gallego
Garamendi
Gibbs
Gohmert
Gonzalez (TX)
Goodlatte
Gottheimer
Gowdy
Granger
Graves (GA)
Graves (LA)
Graves (MO)
Green, Al
Green, Gene
Griffith
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Grothman
Guthrie
Hanabusa
Harper
Harris
Hartzler
Hastings
Heck
Hensarling
Herrera Beutler
Hice, Jody B.
Higgins (LA)
Higgins (NY)
Hill
Himes
Hollingsworth
Hoyer
Hudson
Huffman
Huizenga
Hultgren
Hurd
Issa
Jackson Lee
Jayapal
Jeffries
Jenkins (KS)
Jenkins (WV)
Johnson (GA)
Johnson (LA)
Johnson (OH)
Johnson, E. B.
Johnson, Sam
Jordan
Joyce (OH)
Kaptur
Katko
Keating
Kelly (IL)
Kelly (MS)
Kelly (PA)
Kennedy
Khanna
Kihuen
Kildee
Kilmer
Kind
King (IA)
King (NY)
Kinzinger
Knight
Krishnamoorthi
Kuster (NH)
Kustoff (TN)
Labrador
LaHood
LaMalfa
Lamborn
Lance
Langevin
Larsen (WA)
Larson (CT)
Latta
Lawrence
Lawson (FL)
Lee
Levin
Lewis (GA)
Lewis (MN)
Lieu, Ted
Lipinski
LoBiondo
Loebsack
Lofgren
Long
Loudermilk
Love
Lowenthal
Lowey
Lucas
Luetkemeyer
Lujan Grisham,
M.
Lujan, Ben Ray
Lynch
MacArthur
Maloney, Sean
Marchant
Marshall
Mast
Matsui
McCarthy
McCaul
MecClintock
McCollum
McEachin
McGovern
McHenry
McKinley

McMorris
Rodgers
McNerney
Meehan
Meeks
Meng
Messer
Mitchell
Moolenaar
Mooney (WV)
Moore
Moulton
Mullin
Murphy (FL)
Murphy (PA)
Nadler
Napolitano
Neal
Newhouse
Noem
Nolan
Norcross
Nunes
O’Halleran
O’Rourke
Olson
Palazzo
Pallone
Palmer
Panetta
Pascrell
Paulsen
Payne
Pearce
Pelosi
Perlmutter
Perry
Peters
Peterson
Pingree
Pittenger
Pocan
Poe (TX)
Poliquin
Polis
Posey
Price (NC)
Quigley
Raskin
Ratcliffe
Reed
Reichert
Renacci
Rice (NY)
Richmond
Roby
Roe (TN)
Rogers (AL)
Rogers (KY)
Rokita
Rooney, Francis
Rooney, Thomas
dJ.
Rosen
Roskam
Ross
Rothfus
Rouzer
Roybal-Allard
Royce (CA)
Ruiz
Ruppersberger
Russell
Rutherford
Sanchez
Sarbanes
Scalise
Schakowsky
Schiff
Schneider
Schrader
Schweikert
Scott (VA)
Scott, Austin
Scott, David
Sensenbrenner
Serrano
Sessions
Sewell (AL)
Shea-Porter
Sherman
Shimkus
Shuster
Sinema
Sires
Smith (MO)
Smith (NE)
Smith (NJ)
Smith (TX)



March 27, 2017

Smith (WA) Torres Wasserman
Smucker Trott Schultz
Soto Tsongas Waters, Maxine
Speier Turner Watson Coleman
Stefanik Upton Weber (TX)
Stewart Valadao Webster (FL)
Stivers Vargas Welch
Swalwell (CA) Veasey Wenstrup
Takano v Westerman

ela s
Taylor Velazquez Williams
Tenney Wilson (SC)
Thompson (CA) Wagner Wittman
Thompson (MS)  Walberg Womack
Thompson (PA) ~ Walden Woodall
Thornberry Walker Yarmuth
Tiberi Walorski Young (AK)
Tipton Walters, Mimi Young (IA)
Tonko Walz Zeldin

NAYS—I11
Amash Hunter Meadows
Gaetz Jones Sanford
Garrett Massie Yoho
Gosar McSally
NOT VOTING—23
Aderholt Holding Ryan (OH)
Buchanan Maloney, Simpson
Cardenas Carolyn B. Slaughter
Carson (IN) Marino Suozzi
Castro (TX) Rice (80) Titus
Duncan (SC) Rohrabacher Visclosky
Grijalva Ros-Lehtinen Wilson (FL)
Gutiérrez Rush Yoder
0 1913

Mr. SANFORD changed his vote from
“yea’ to ‘“‘nay.”

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

CELEBRATING 25 YEARS OF THE
FOOD TRUST

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today as chairman
of the Committee on Agriculture Sub-
committee on Nutrition to honor The
Food Trust on celebrating 25 years of
helping improve food security in Penn-
sylvania.

The Food Trust is a nonprofit found-
ed in 1992 in Philadelphia that works to
develop a stable food supply in under-
served communities, educate youth and
family about healthy eating, and im-
prove the connection between urban
communities and regional farmers.

A number of Food Trust programs
have become national models that have
expanded beyond Philadelphia to other
regions in need of healthy food access
and nutrition education. The Food
Trust provides nutrition education for
youth and adults in Philadelphia and
the wider region, serving more than
70,000 lower-income individuals.

It also increases access to nutritious
food in underserved communities by
operating a network of 22 farmers mar-
kets in lower-income city neighbor-
hoods, which accept SNAP benefits for
the use of onsite wireless card readers.

I commend The Food Trust for the
fine work it does promoting food edu-
cation and to ensure that no one goes
hungry in America.
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Congratulations on 25 years.

CALLING FOR INDEPENDENT COM-
MISSION TO INVESTIGATE AC-
TIVITIES OF THE KREMLIN

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, as revelations of Russian inter-
ference in our democracy continue to
emerge, the need for a full and trans-
parent investigation by an independent
commission could not be more clear.
The reason is simple: We need badly to
restore trust in our government.

Though the House and Senate Intel-
ligence Committees have begun related
inquiries, neither will have fully inves-
tigated the activities of the Kremlin or
its agents. Not a single member of the
administration has testified under oath
about their contacts with Moscow. The
inherent politicization of these com-
mittees has made it nearly impossible
for any congressional body to render
the nonpartisan, irrefutable answers
the American people deserve.

As a member of the House Oversight
Committee, I echo Senator JOHN
McCAIN’s call that Congress ‘‘no longer
has the credibility to handle this
alone.” Now is the time for an inde-
pendent commission to fully inves-
tigate the ties between the Kremlin
and the White House, along with Rus-
sia’s broader interference in our de-
mocracy.

—————

VIETNAM VETERANS MEMORIAL

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, 35
years ago yesterday, ground was bro-
ken on the Vietnam Veterans Memo-
rial. Today, there are 58,272 names list-
ed on that memorial. We still have
work to do.

There are 1,615 names listed as MIA.
As a Vietnam veteran, I want to call
your attention to all of the men and
women who served, the 2.7 million who
served in Vietnam, a lot of whom are
with us today, and a lot of those who
will continue to celebrate the losses of
our comrades.

Please remember that we all served
honorably at the request of our govern-
ment, and we will continue to serve as
long as the cause is just.

———

CALLING FOR INDEPENDENT COM-
MISSION TO INVESTIGATE RUS-
SIAN ATTACKS ON OUR DEMOC-
RACY

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, over the
weekend, courageous Russians took to
the streets to protest the repressive
Russian Government led by Vladimir
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Putin. All of our major newspapers re-
port the stories of these brave souls.

Their protests were met by brutal
tactics of Putin’s Russia, which bludg-
eons opposition, and, even worse, in the
case of Denis Voronenkov, a former
Russian member of parliament, who,
on March 23, had spoken against Putin
and Kremlin policies and was shot in
broad daylight outside a hotel.

Ukraine’s President Petro
Poroshenko pointed the finger at Rus-
sian authorities, calling the assassina-
tion an act of state terrorism. Political
assassinations are not new to Russia.
Violent tactics are what we have come
to expect from Putin’s Russia.

As we follow the facts on the Trump
administration’s ties to Russia, I urge
my colleagues to think of the violence
and assault on our democratic values
that happen daily at the hands of
Putin’s Russia.

As we learned last week, this in-
cludes Russia’s attacks on our democ-
racy here at home. Congress must
leave no stone unturned and get to the
bottom of these shady connections
through empowering an independent
commission.

America leads when it protects our
basic values as the global champion for
liberty and freedom throughout the
world.

————
INF TREATY

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, re-
cently, U.S. officials stated that Russia
deployed a fully operational cruise
missile. This is a violation of the arms
control treaty between the TUnited
States and Russia.

The Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces Treaty bans the U.S. and Russia
from possessing, producing, or testing
a ground-launched cruise missile with
a range capability of 500 to 5,000 kilo-
meters.

We have suspected Russia of vio-
lating the treaty in the past—for at
least the last 10 years—but the last ad-
ministration didn’t pay much atten-
tion to it. He asked the State Depart-
ment to gently ask the Russians to
please come back into compliance, but
that did not work. So last year, in the
NDAA bill, Representative MIKE ROG-
ERS and I sanctioned Russia for INF
violations for the first time.

Now we have introduced H.R. 1182,
preparing the United States to develop
its own missiles. It is not in the United
States’ national security interest to
abide by a treaty when we are the only
ones abiding by it.

And that is just the way it is.

ABOUT GOVERNANCE
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)
Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the
question we raise this evening is about
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