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family. Daria, who suffers from a de-
bilitating and rare disease, closed her
letter by saying: ‘“‘There are tens of
millions more like me. American citi-
zens, Moms and dads. Working hard,
struggling with illness. Loving our
families through hardship and disease.
All of us—these tens of millions of
American families, would be absolutely
devastated by the loss of our insurance
coverage.”’

Mr. Speaker, what would you say to
Daria about your plan that would cut
Medicaid and raise the cost of insur-
ance on families like hers while giving
tax breaks to the uberwealthy?

Instead of working with Democrats
to improve the bill, Republicans draft-
ed it in secret, rushed it through com-
mittee in the dead of night, and are
now ramming it through Congress.
This plan is bad for the middle class.

————
FATHER TRAFFICS DAUGHTER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is
said that there is no need in childhood
as strong as the need for a father’s pro-
tection. That is a father’s job.

Recently, a Texas father arrogantly
violated all of his responsibilities. He
forcibly sex trafficked his teenage
daughter. In the milky darkness of
night, he would take her to truck stops
and coerce her to have sex so he could
pocket the filthy lucre.

The 16-year-old was sold to multiple
customers in a single night. Every dol-
lar the deviant collected was stolen at
the expense of his daughter’s child-
hood. His evil and greed were so bound-
less that this so-called father placed
ads on the internet to sell his daugh-
ter. She was sold on the marketplace of
sex trafficking. But the girl was res-
cued. The defendant was convicted and
put in the deepest bowels of a Texas
prison.

America cannot turn our back on the
scourge of sex slavery. Mr. Speaker,
our children, our daughters, are not for
sale.

And that is just the way it is.

———
WE CAN'T GO THERE

(Mr. MEEKS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MEEKS. Mr. Speaker, the cam-
era of history is rolling, and here on
the House floor it is recorded. So I
want to make sure that we are clear.

When I think about going back into
the nineties, it was Bill and Hillary
Clinton that put forward a healthcare
plan. My colleagues on the other side
had the goal of stopping it. And they
did. We had nothing.

For 6 of the 8 years that I was here—
from 2000 until 2006—they controlled
both the House, the Senate and the
Presidency, and they did nothing in
reference to health care. It took 2008
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and Barack Obama to come up with the
Affordable Care Act, which gave 20 mil-
lion Americans health care that didn’t
have it. It made sure that those that
had a preexisting condition could con-
tinue to make sure that there was no
discrimination against women and
girls, so as to make sure they had
equal health care. It also made sure
that you removed the caps so that
Americans would not be caught, as
they were beforehand, going bankrupt,
disturbing families and separating fam-
ilies who did not know how to make it
until tomorrow. It was the Affordable
Care Act.

Yet, here, history will record that
our colleagues are prepared to vote on
Thursday to take those 20 million
Americans that did not have access to
health care away from health care and
back to the bad, old days. We can’t go
there.

———

VA ACCOUNTABILITY

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the House’s efforts
this week to improve the employment
standards at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs.

In recent years, complex bureau-
cratic processes can take up to a year
to remove or discipline a VA employee
for misconduct or subpar performance.
The VA has even had trouble firing one
employee who participated in an armed
robbery and another who participated
in a veteran’s surgery while intoxi-
cated.

Just last year, VA Deputy Secretary
Sloan Gibson testified at a hearing
that it was too difficult to fire bad em-
ployees. That is why I was happy to
vote in the House this week for the VA
Accountability First Act of 2017. This
legislation provides the VA Secretary
more flexibility to demote, suspend, or
remove employees for misconduct or
subpar performance.

Additionally, the House has passed a
second bill today to make the hiring
process more efficient, allowing the VA
to recruit and retain the best in the
field. As a result, the VA can fire bad
employees and replace them with good
ones who have a passion, and we can
retain at the agencies we want to work
hard for our veterans. This will lead di-
rectly to higher quality care for our
veterans, which is the whole reason
and purpose we do this.

———

HONORING THE MEMORY OF
MICHAEL JAY GROBSTEIN

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in honor of the memory of my
good friend of nearly three decades, Mi-
chael Jay Grobstein of Encino, Cali-
fornia, who passed away Wednesday,
March 8.
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Michael died at home, surrounded by
his loving family, including his wife of
53 years, Barrie; his children, Marla
and Marc; and his grandchildren, Mi-
randa and Avery.

Fifty years ago, as a young and tal-
ented CPA, Michael founded a CPA
firm which grew to be the largest ac-
counting firm in the San Fernando
Valley, Grobstein and Horwath. In that
role, he provided financial and stra-
tegic advice to businesses throughout
southern California, and beyond. There
are thousands of people who are em-
ployed today at businesses that Mi-
chael guided with insight and wisdom.

Michael served as a founding member
and president of The Executives, a
group of business leaders in the Valley
formed to support the Jewish Home for
the Aging, where my own mother lives,
along with hundreds of those enjoying
their senior years. For that effort,
Barrie and Michael earned the Circle of
Life Award.

As lifelong residents of the Valley,
both Michael and Barrie were involved
in many charities, including the Junior
Blind of America, the Grossman Burn
Foundation, City of Hope, Cal State
University Northridge, Sherman Oaks
Hospital, and the Sheriff’s Youth Foun-
dation.

Above all, Michael was an example of
one of San Fernando Valley’s finest
community leaders, and he was a good
friend. He will be missed.

——————

WE CANNOT LEAVE OUR
VETERANS BEHIND

(Mr. BIGGS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BIGGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to honor our veterans who have served
in our country’s Armed Forces.

For over 240 years, millions of brave
souls have fought, bled, and some have
died, to defend our American freedom.
The Bible says: ‘‘Greater love hath no
man than this, that a man lay down his
life for his friends.”’

Mr. Speaker, the American veteran
truly has great love for his fellow man.
Because of the great sacrifices of our
veterans, we must see to their care and
well-being. We have often failed in this
obligation. We have left our veterans
helpless, suffering through bureau-
cratic nightmares to get care they des-
perately need.

The Phoenix Veterans Administra-
tion has worked hard to improve its
care for veterans, and the newly-
opened Southeast Veterans Affairs
Health Care Clinic in Gilbert is intent
on providing the best possible care for
our Nation’s finest.

While conditions have been improv-
ing in Phoenix and around the Nation,
there is still much work to be done. I
have made it a priority to provide ex-
cellent service to the veterans in my
district. They deserve nothing less.

Our veterans did not leave us behind.
Mr. Speaker, we cannot leave them be-
hind.
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LOSING MEDICAID COVERAGE

(Mr. SABLAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, as this
week and the week before have passed,
I watched Members of Congress on both
sides of the aisle debate the better
parts of either the Affordable Care Act
or its replacement, the American
Health Care Act.

For the people I represent, the people
of the Northern Marianas and of the in-
sular areas, none of this matters to us.
None of those mandates, none of those
subsidies ever applied to us. The one
thing that did apply to us was Med-
icaid—not expansion, not the regular
program, but the block grant for Med-
icaid—which has now just been com-
pletely taken out of the bill before us.

There are 14,000 participants on Med-
icaid in the Northern Marianas. Over
10,000 are children and students. Come
October 1, 2019, they will no longer
have access to health care because they
lose their Medicaid coverage.

———

I CANNOT TELL A LIE

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I am a
proud member of the House of Rep-
resentatives. Yet, at the same time, I
am embarrassed that, in somewhat of a
Felliniesque nature, we have followed
down the rabbit’s hole.

Our current President suggests that
President Obama wiretapped Trump
Tower. Our President has the FBI and
the intelligence agencies at his beck
and call. He can easily make a phone
call and know whether or not it is true;
but, instead, he asks Congress to make
an investigation, and Congress agrees.

This is absurd. It didn’t happen. In
fact, his security adviser called the
British to apologize for suggesting that
the British were listening in at Trump
Tower.

Our Nation needs to be more like it
was when George Washington was
President. He was known to have said:
“I cannot tell a lie.”

We need to be straight with the
American people. Microwaves cannot
take pictures or surveil your house.
The past President is an honorable
man and committed no crime. He
should not be accused of such.

I hope this Fellini movie ends quick-
ly.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

——
MUSLIM BAN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the majority
leader.
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Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, happy
St. Patrick’s Day.

March 17 is St. Patrick’s Day—a day
that, for so many, has become a reason
for frivolity and joy and fun. Some
think it is a day just for drinking, but
St. Patrick is remembered not because
he drank, not because of frivolity, but
because he was a dedicated Christian
committed to serving the Lord. I think
it is good on St. Patrick’s Day to re-
member why he was a saint.
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Now going 180 degrees from talking
about saints, Mr. Speaker, I think it is
worth discussing the decision made by
a Federal judge in Hawaii, also in
Maryland. We have judges who have be-
come dictators. We have judges who
have ceased to abide by the Constitu-
tion. They have widely applied them-
selves as politicians, though they do
not run for office.

A true judge, a conscientious and
ethical judge, would review a document
such as the President’s executive order
for what it is, what it says, what it
does. Intent is not an issue. What does
it do?

The President of the United States,
Donald J. Trump, was seeking and is
seeking to protect Americans, but we
have judges who are not interested in
protecting Americans so much as they
are patronizing and sucking up to the
liberals in the country: those in the
media, those in entertainment, those
in their highbrow circles. They are not
interested in following the Constitu-
tion or the law.

We had a hearing in the Committee
on the Judiciary on the Ninth Circuit
this week. The Ninth Circuit appar-
ently is the most overturned circuit in
the country. It has a massive number
more cases filed in their circuit than
any other circuit. In fact, I have now
filed a bill that would divide the Ninth
Circuit so that the Ninth Circuit would
be comprised of California only, and
then all the other States—Arizona, Ne-
vada, Utah, Wyoming I believe is in,
Montana, Oregon, Washington, Alaska,
Hawaii, and territories—I may have
missed a State, but all of the other
States and territories would be in a
new 12th Circuit. The judges who are
currently on the 12th Circuit Court in
my bill—who are currently part of the
Ninth Circuit would remain with the
Ninth Circuit. We would have a new
circuit, and the judges would be ap-
pointed by the current President.

I know there are a lot of people in
California who have great sympathy
for that, have been begging for years to
be carved out of the Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals because their destruc-
tive, unconstitutional decisions are
doing great harm to those who believe
in the Constitution as written, not as
some liberal judge thought it might
should be as he tries or she tries to
play up to friends at their get-
togethers. They would be hailed as
being so wise, but the truth is, as
Scripture talks about, these are people
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who are wise in their own eyes, but
they are doing great harm to the
United States of America.

When anyone in any kind of leader-
ship position loses their common sense,
they are educated beyond common
sense—they educate common sense
completely out of some folks in the
United States now—we have problems.
And anytime people are educated and
taught to believe that what instinc-
tively they knew or were taught was
not the right thing to think, and those
people become leaders in the country,
that country speeds up in its travel
down the road to the dustbin of his-
tory.

No nation has ever lasted forever. No
nation ever will in this world. It is not
going to happen. So the question is,
from its founding, how long does it go?
It depends on how long the leaders of
that nation can keep good sense within
their consideration in making deci-
sions. That is not happening. Good
sense is not being used by judges who
have assumed powers they never had,
were never given.

Under the Constitution, the powers
regarding refugees, immigration, those
decisions are left to the President.
Some judge may say, oh, you can’t con-
sider religion, but indeed any judge
that so says is completely wrong.
Thank God religion has been consid-
ered many times, as when Jews were
being persecuted and killed, it was ap-
propriate to say that we want to wel-
come Jews out of those horrors as refu-
gees, bring them in. But this Nation is
being put at risk by judges who are
wise in their own eyes.

Now, there is an article here about
the Hawaii judge. It is in The Guard-
ian. It was written by Les Carpenter,
Oliver Laughland, and Liz Barney. It
was written apparently before the deci-
sion was made.

“U.S. district judge Derrick Watson
is one of several judges hearing argu-
ments over the ban in the final hours
before its implementation. He said on
Wednesday afternoon after hearing oral
arguments that he would issue a writ-
ten ruling before 6pm Hawaii time. Ha-
waii was the first state to challenge
the second version of Trump’s travel
ban, after the first was halted by court
order.

““The state has argued that the ban is
unconstitutional, and that it will suf-
fer damage to its local economy and to
various educational and religious insti-
tutions. It also argued that some Ha-
waiians will be prevented from reunit-
ing with family members swept up in
the ban.”

That is heart rending, but the fact is
none of those are a basis for reversing
a Presidential executive order that
Congress and the Constitution together
gave the President to issue.

We also find from comments that the
courts didn’t look to the four corners
of the document and look what the
document says because many of us
know that as long as the Constitution
is the foundational bedrock for the
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