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Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 

Speaker, in every chapter from the 
story of America’s success, we find 
countless examples of the contribu-
tions made by immigrants. In fact, it 
begins in our prologue: we are a nation 
founded by immigrants. 

Yet, over the weekend, a Member of 
this House, Mr. KING of Iowa, said: ‘‘We 
can’t restore our civilization with 
somebody else’s babies.’’ 

There is nothing to restore. We are 
the greatest country in the world. But, 
worse, by disparaging the value of 
somebody else’s babies, Mr. KING ar-
gues for an America void of people of 
color or who worship differently than 
he does. That is not who we are. 

Behind me are a few small examples 
of somebody else’s babies: people who 
immigrated to America or whose fami-
lies immigrated to America, practicing 
many different faiths, coming from 
many different countries. 

They include the daughter of Chinese 
immigrants who became one of Amer-
ica’s most celebrated and best-selling 
authors, Amy Tan; the son of a Syrian 
migrant, Steve Jobs, who founded 
Apple; and the son of a Kenyan stu-
dent, who recently finished two terms 
as the 44th President of the United 
States, Barack Obama. 

These are not somebody else’s babies. 
These are immigrants and the children 
of immigrants, and they are our babies. 

I was born and baptized in Sac City, 
Iowa, located in Mr. KING’s district. It 
is where I learned from Exodus 22:21, 
‘‘You must not mistreat or oppress for-
eigners in any way. Remember, you 
yourselves were once foreigners.’’ And 
from the Iowans I know, they were 
raised to accept and love the same way. 

I hope my colleagues join me in de-
nouncing bigoted, hateful, and divisive 
rhetoric, and let’s celebrate the beau-
tiful diversity that has always made 
our Nation shine: these beautiful 
‘‘somebody else’s babies’’ who are 
America’s babies. 

f 

FREEING UP RESTRICTIVE FUEL 
MILEAGE STANDARDS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the President’s deci-
sion to halt new EPA fuel mileage re-
strictions on the auto industry, also 
known as CAFE standards. 

Speaking to auto industry workers in 
Detroit today, President Trump prom-
ised to reexamine stringent fuel effi-
ciency rules that were hurried into 
place in the final days of the previous 
administration. 

After committing to a review in 2018, 
the Obama administration changed 
course just before leaving office and de-
cided to keep the requirements in place 
for model year vehicles 2022–2025. Ac-
cording to reviews by independent 
economists and engineers, these re-
quirements would add at least an aver-

age of $3,800 in costs per vehicle, even 
after supposed fuel savings were con-
sidered. 

Even more, this vastly limits con-
sumer choice, whether someone wants 
to buy a minivan to move their family 
or soccer team around, a farmer or con-
tractor that needs a three-quarter-ton 
pickup to do his or her job, or maybe 
somebody that would just like to buy a 
sporty car. 

Even worse, it is entirely unclear 
whether existing technology even al-
lows the 60 percent jump from the 2016 
requirement of 34.1 miles per gallon to 
reach the almost 55-mile-per-gallon re-
quirement in only seven model years to 
2025 without sacrificing safety and, yet 
again, eviscerating consumer choice. 

The President’s decision to fully re-
view these requirements will result in 
lower vehicle costs, allow safer vehi-
cles, and boost our U.S. economy by 
supporting domestic manufacturing. 

f 

THE TRUTH MUST BE TOLD 
(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, let 
me join my colleagues, first of all, and 
say that this country is made up of 
somebody else’s babies; and I am very 
proud to be an American who sees the 
great talent of these babies who have 
become great leaders, such as teachers, 
scientists, doctors, lawyers, and mem-
bers who do public service. Thank you 
to somebody else’s babies. 

Let me also congratulate the district 
court in Hawaii, which has just ren-
dered a decision to block the Presi-
dent’s Muslim ban again. Thank you 
for that wise and deliberative decision. 

I rise today in particular to really 
ask and wonder where we are in this 
country that a President of the United 
States can, first, tweet out that a 
former President committed a criminal 
felony: wiretapping. 

In the last 48 hours, there is mish- 
mash of information coming from the 
press secretary or the director of com-
munications and the President: Oh, 
maybe it was not wiretapping by the 
President of the United States for-
mally, but it is generally wiretapping. 

Mr. President, let me be very clear: 
the words of the Commander in Chief 
are known to carry great weight. It is 
the American people that have to trust 
and believe and be commanded and led. 

I am saddened by the state that we 
are in right now. I am saddened that 
there is one position one day and an-
other position another day. As a senior 
member of the Judiciary Committee, 
we cannot tolerate that kind of mis-
matched conversation. The truth must 
be told. The American people must 
know it, Members of Congress must 
know it. I believe committees should 
be investigating if there was a wiretap 
or not and if there was an action by the 
former President. If not, tell the truth. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK). The Chair would remind 

Members to direct their remarks to the 
Chair. 

f 

HONORING TRINITY UNITED 
METHODIST ON ITS 200TH YEAR 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this year, the Trinity 
United Methodist Church in Bellefonte, 
Pennsylvania, marks its 200th year as a 
house of worship. 

Founded in April of 1817, the church 
congregation began with just seven 
people. Schoolmaster and Methodist 
layman James McGee led the first 
meeting. Over the years, Trinity’s con-
gregation has steadily grown, and 
today it boasts 200 members. The cur-
rent church was built in 1875, and in 
1962, an educational building was added 
on. 

The church plays an important role 
in the Bellefonte community and it or-
ganizes several programs throughout 
the year, including a free community 
lunch, a New Year’s Day dinner, free 
public concerts, and a toy drive before 
Christmas for children in need. 

Mr. Speaker, for the last 200 years, 
Trinity United Methodist Church has 
opened its doors for people to hear the 
Word of the Lord, but a church is much 
more than a building. It brings a love 
of God into the community and into 
the hearts of those who fill the seats 
each Sunday. 

God bless Trinity United Methodist 
Church on the momentous occasion of 
its bicentennial. 

f 

BULLY BUSTERS 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of a group of 11- and 12- 
year-old girls from my district who 
have noticed an unsettling trend in 
modern politics and who are absolutely 
determined to do something about it. 
They see bullying from leaders who are 
supposed to be their role models. They 
witness fear, intimidation, and vitriol 
being thrown at religious minorities, 
LGBTQ people, women, immigrants, 
communities of color. And, yes, I am 
also somebody else’s baby. 

In the face of this hate, these girls 
have decided to take action by forming 
the D.C. Bully Busters. These change- 
making girls, not even old enough to 
vote yet, but certainly old enough to 
make their voices heard, have vowed to 
stand up against the bullying they are 
seeing in American politics. 

Mr. Speaker, if grade-schoolers can 
say that bullying, intimidation, and si-
lently standing by are cowardly tactics 
that have no place in politics, then the 
adults who represent them must be 
courageous enough to do the same 
thing. 
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On Friday, I will be proudly signing 

the D.C. Bully Busters pledge, and I 
urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to join me so that we can let ev-
eryone know at every level that bul-
lying is never acceptable. 

f 

COMMONSENSE VA REFORM 

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today as a cosponsor of H.R. 1259, the 
VA Accountability First Act. 

This important piece of legislation 
targets vulnerabilities within the VA 
employment structure that prevent 
bad actors from being fired or demoted. 
This commonsense reform gives the 
Secretary of the VA the flexibility to 
dismiss or demote employees who are 
guilty of on-the-job inebriation, drug 
diversion, and sexual assault, just to 
name a few. Our veterans deserve qual-
ity care. They have earned quality 
care. 

As chairman of the Veterans’ Affairs 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Inves-
tigations, it is my highest priority in 
making sure that our Department of 
Veterans Affairs is working for the 
men and women who have worn the 
cloth of our Nation and made the sac-
rifices that keep us free: our veterans. 

This bill moves the needle in the 
right direction, and I commend Chair-
man ROE for introducing it. 

f 

HEALTHCARE REFORM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Geor-
gia (Mr. FERGUSON) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to start by saying that, for 
the last 25 years, I practiced dentistry 
in Georgia’s Third District and I expe-
rienced a healthcare system that was 
broken and in desperate need of repair 
to reduce costs and increase access to 
care. 

After the Affordable Care Act was 
signed into law, I saw my patients, my 
friends, my neighbors forced away from 
doctors who had treated them for their 
entire lives. Instead of decreasing 
costs, patients saw their costs sky-
rocket and their access to care limited. 

As a medical practitioner, I want 
what is best for my patients. Those are 
the people that I am fighting for: my 
neighbors and constituents who saw 
their premiums skyrocket, their qual-
ity and access to care limited or deter-
mined by a government bureaucrat. I 
committed to them that I would repeal 
ObamaCare and undo the damage that 
it has done to our healthcare system. 

The legislation we are currently con-
sidering in the House, the American 
Health Care Act, is just the beginning 
of keeping that promise. 

This is not a choice between a broken 
healthcare system that existed before 

ObamaCare. It is a new direction that 
reflects an understanding of what 
works and what does not work. The 
legislation will enact many reforms 
that directly impact Americans by low-
ering costs and improving access to 
care. 

Tonight, my colleagues and I are 
going to share with you in great detail 
what that legislation does. We have all 
been very open in our opposition to the 
Affordable Care Act, but it is also im-
portant that we share with our con-
stituents what we stand for and what 
we are working to do to reform this 
broken system. 

We stand for patient-centered health 
care that meets the needs of our con-
stituents in an affordable way. We 
stand for market-driven healthcare so-
lutions and an industry that prioritizes 
personal freedom over government 
mandates. We stand for the biggest en-
titlement reform in a generation to en-
sure that we protect our most vulner-
able populations. 

This is just a short list of the goals 
we are working towards, and I am ex-
cited to be joined by a number of my 
colleagues tonight to help me explain 
more to the American people what is 
happening with our healthcare system. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. ARRINGTON). He served 
in the George W. Bush administration. 
He has worked with the FDIC, and he 
has been a public servant in Lubbock, 
Texas, at Texas Tech University. He 
serves on the House Agriculture Com-
mittee, the Budget Committee, and the 
House Veterans’ Affairs Committee. 

Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, the 
facts are indisputable: President 
Obama’s attempt to plan our 
healthcare economy from Washington, 
D.C., has failed. 

I have spent nearly 2 years criss- 
crossing 29 counties in west Texas, and 
I can report from the many stories 
from my constituents that no single 
law or policy has been more reviled, 
more destructive, or more intrusive 
than ObamaCare. It is absolutely 
crushing our small businesses and Main 
Street Americans everywhere. 

The American Health Care Act re-
peals ObamaCare and is a step in the 
right direction to freeing the American 
people from the scourge of govern-
ment-controlled health care. 

For the first time since the passage 
of ObamaCare, according to the Con-
gressional Budget Office’s report re-
cently, the American Health Care Act 
will lower premiums over time by 10 
percent, a far cry from the sky-
rocketing premiums we have seen over 
the last several years since the passage 
of the Affordable Care Act. 

The report goes on to say that the 
American Health Care Act will reduce 
the deficit by $337 billion and make the 
biggest entitlement reform in genera-
tions, saving taxpayers well over $800 
billion. 

This bill strikes at the heart of 
ObamaCare by repealing its mandates, 
eliminating its taxes, and gutting its 
regulations. 

Make no mistake, this legislation is 
not perfect. I will continue to fight for 
more conservative and more fiscally 
responsible policy outcomes like work 
requirements for able-bodied adults. 
But when the dust settles and the de-
bate is over, we cannot allow perfect 
policy aspirations to be the enemy of 
good, conservative results. The alter-
native, Mr. Speaker, is simply unac-
ceptable. 

b 2015 

My constituents sent me to Wash-
ington to tackle the tough issues and 
solve the big problems. Well, we have 
got one, and it is called ObamaCare. I 
committed a long time ago that if I 
ever had the chance, I would repeal 
ObamaCare, and I plan on keeping my 
promise, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. FERGUSON. Mr. Speaker, the 
gentleman from Texas touched on some 
very important issues. One that he 
talked about was the process here, that 
this is just the beginning of a long 
journey that we must take to rebuild 
our American healthcare system. 

This has been an open legislative 
process. More than 8 months ago, even 
before I was a Member of this great 
House, the Republican caucus here re-
leased A Better Way agenda, which de-
tailed a consensus vision for patient- 
centered healthcare reform. Our bill, 
the American Health Care Act, is built 
on that framework. 

These ideas are not new. They are 
not unvetted. They are a product of 
many conversations, debates, and 
work. Unlike the drafting of 
ObamaCare, we want our constituents 
to know what is in this legislation be-
fore we pass it. That is why every 
American can go to readthebill.gop and 
look at this legislation for themselves. 
In fact, I encourage anyone who hasn’t 
taken time to look at this legislation 
yet to go to readthebill.gop and read 
more about the American Health Care 
Act. 

At no point in this process have I felt 
closed out of it. As a matter of fact, as 
a freshman, I can tell you that I have 
had my voice heard, I have been asked 
for input, and I have seen many of the 
ideas that I have spoken about be in-
cluded in this bill. 

This bill has not been crafted behind 
closed doors. It has not been kept in 
the shadows. As a matter of fact, it has 
been just the opposite. As a freshman 
Member sitting in conference, leader-
ship has been very straightforward 
about the intentions of the bill, the 
basic framework of the bill, and I am 
excited to see that, as this process has 
gone through regular order, we have 
seen many amendments added to it, 
and we are continuing that process. 

Regular order means that we have 
done something very unique here. We 
haven’t just taken a bill and passed it 
and then get to read what is in it. We 
have taken a bill, and we have taken it 
through the committee process. Our 
colleagues on the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce and Committee on 
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