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and would accomplish these goals with-
out contemplating the construction of
a new dam. The bill has the support of
the Wyoming Water Development Of-
fice and the Wyoming Water Develop-
ment Commission, which develops our
State’s water resources for conserva-
tion, storage, distribution, recreation,
and other public interests. Our Gov-
ernor Matt Mead included this concept
in the 2015 Wyoming water strategy.

Mr. Speaker, this bill will empower
Wyoming to better utilize our water al-
location and improve our water stor-
age, and I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bill.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no additional speakers, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 648.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NA-
TIONAL HISTORICAL PARK ACT
OF 2017

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 267) to redesignate the Martin
Luther King, Junior, National Historic
Site in the State of Georgia, and for
other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 267

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. National Historical Park Act
of 2017°.

SEC. 2. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NATIONAL
HISTORICAL PARK.

The Act entitled ‘““An Act to establish the
Martin Luther King, Junior, National His-
toric Site in the State of Georgia, and for
other purposes” (Public Law 96-428) is
amended—

(1) in subsection (a) of the first section, by
striking ‘‘the map entitled ‘Martin Luther
King, Junior, National Historic Site Bound-
ary Map’, number 489/80,013B, and dated Sep-
tember 1992 and inserting ‘‘the map entitled
‘Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historical
Park Proposed Boundary Revision’, num-
bered 489/128,786 and dated June 2015’;

(2) by striking ‘“‘Martin Luther King, Jun-
ior, National Historic Site’’ each place it ap-
pears and inserting ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Historical Park’’;

(3) by striking ‘‘national historic site”
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘national
historical park’’; and
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(4) by striking ‘‘historic site’ each place it
appears and inserting ‘‘historical park.
SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law (other than this
Act), map, regulation, document, paper, or
other record of the United States to ‘‘Martin
Luther King, Junior, National Historic Site”’
shall be deemed to be a reference to ‘‘Martin
Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Colorado (Mr. TipTON) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. BROWN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Colorado.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado?

There was no objection.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 267, introduced by
Congressman JOHN LEWIS, redesignates
the Martin Luther King, Junior, Na-
tional Historic Site in the State of
Georgia as the Martin Luther King, Jr.
National Historical Park. It also au-
thorizes the National Park Service to
include the Prince Hall Masonic Tem-
ple in the historical park’s boundaries.

The Prince Hall Masonic Temple long
served as the headquarters of the
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. This well-known civil rights
organization was cofounded by Dr.
King, who also served as its first presi-
dent. Including the Prince Hall Ma-
sonic Temple within the unit’s bound-
aries will allow the National Park
Service to provide technical assistance
to the building’s owners with regard to
repairs, renovations, and maintenance
that will preserve its historic integ-
rity.

Our Nation’s historic sites and his-
torical parks provide us with the
unique opportunity to share the very
spaces in which the generations before
us lived and worked. At these sites,
Americans are able to metaphorically
walk in the footsteps of our Nation’s
Founders and of those who followed
them and perfected their vision for our
country. At this time of division in our
country, it is important to be able to
look back at leaders like Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr., who promoted unity and
the dignity of the human person.

Congressman LEWIS’ bill before the
House today will expand opportunities
for Americans to learn about the leg-
acy of Dr. King and other icons of the
civil rights movement. I urge adoption
of this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

H.R. 267 is an important and histori-
cally significant piece of legislation
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that has broad bipartisan support. In
fact, it passed the House on a voice
vote just over a year ago. The bill ac-
complishes two primary goals: to des-
ignate the Martin Luther King, Junior,
National Historic Site in Atlanta,
Georgia, as a national historical park;
and to adjust the boundary of the park
to include the Prince Hall Masonic
Temple, the first headquarters of the
Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference. Taken together, these actions
will enhance the National Park Serv-
ice’s ability to tell and elevate the
story of Dr. King.

The site, which is the final resting
place of the great civil rights leader,
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., continues
to connect visitors with the historical
and contemporary struggles for civil
rights in this country.
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These stories are as relevant today as
they were half a century ago. By offi-
cially designating the area as a na-
tional historical park, this legislation
will provide the site with the acknowl-
edgement it so justly deserves.

Lastly, I want to thank Congressman
LEWIS, who remains an important and
iconic civil rights leader, for bringing
this important bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I have no
additional speakers, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield such time as he may con-
sume to the gentleman from Georgia
(Mr. LEWIS), my esteemed colleague.

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
I thank the gentleman from Colorado
and the gentleman from Maryland for
supporting this legislation.

I am a proud sponsor of the Martin
Luther King, Jr. National Historical
Park Act.

First, let me thank each and every
member and the staff from the Natural
Resources Committee for their hard
work and support of this act.

Mr. Speaker, this nonpartisan bill
will simply change these historic At-
lanta places from being a site to a
park. At no additional cost to tax-
payers, this bill will create the first na-
tional historic park in the State of
Georgia. This small change will signifi-
cantly improve the way the National
Park Service preserves, shares, and
presents the history of the Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., site or park.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was our
moral compass. He represented the best
of America. His mission was to create
the beloved community, a community
at peace with itself and our neighbors.
Throughout his life, Dr. King urged
each and every one of us to recognize
the dignity and worth of every human
being.

Passing this simple piece of legisla-
tion will improve how this important
history and legacy is shared with visi-
tors from across our country and from
around the world.
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Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to
thank the chair and ranking member
for their support of this legislation.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I continue
to reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman
from Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON).

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I thank the gentleman from Mary-
land for yielding.

Mr. Speaker, today, I rise in proud
support, and I join my colleague, Con-
gressman LEWIS, in supporting H.R. 267
and its efforts to redesignate the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. National Historic
Site as the Martin Luther King, Jr. Na-
tional Historical Park.

For decades, large numbers of people
have descended on this site to see the
birthplace where the dreamer was
moved by destiny into leadership of the
modern civil rights movement. The
site as it stands now, which also con-
tains the historic Ebenezer Baptist
Church, has faced hardships over the
years leading to budget cutbacks and a
decrease in staff.

H.R. 267 would increase funding that
would help preserve this American
landmark and increase the size of the
park so that future generations can
continue to visit and enjoy.

Just like Dr. King never led a march
without a plan, we shouldn’t leave this
critical piece of the civil rights move-
ment without a plan for its future. We
should continue to work to preserve
the place where Dr. King was born,
lived, worked, worshipped, and where
he is buried.

Mr. Speaker, | stand in strong support of
H.R. 267, the Martin Luther King, Jr. National
Historical Park Act of 2017.

The time has come to update the historic
sites and monuments at the Martin Luther
King, Jr., National Historic Site. This common
sense legislation seeks to end the current re-
strictions that prevent the site from adopting
the proposed “Martin Luther King, Jr. National
Historical Park Proposed Boundary Revision”
and reclassifying the landmark more appro-
priately as a “National Park.”

Originally, this site established in 1980, en-
compassed the portions of Auburn Avenue in
Atlanta, Georgia, the house in which Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. was born, and the Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church where Dr. King's family
prayed. Public Law 96-428 memorialized
these buildings with the intent to “protect and
interpret for the benefit, inspiration and edu-
cation of present and future generations the
places where Martin Luther King, Jr. was born,
where he lived, worked, and worshipped, and
where he is buried.”

Unfortunately, the MLK National Historic
Site remains classified as a “National Site.”
The National Park Service defines areas with
similar geography and size as national parks.
The title “National Site” no longer fits with the
current structure of this historic landmark. The
current boundaries of site limit the National
Park Service’s ability to conserve important
landmarks in Atlanta. The provisions outlined
in this bill will allow the site to expand and in
turn preserve the history of Dr. King’s life for
thousands of Americans to personally experi-
ence and ensure our nation never forgets his
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dream. An extension of the current boundaries
of the site would help greater serve the mis-
sion of the site.

Dr. King altered the course of American his-
tory. Our nation’s citizens owe a debt to the
sacrifices and tireless crusade led by this
great man. Dr. King encouraged love and em-
pathy for in the hearts of countless Americans.
His contribution to humanity has been price-
less.

We must never forget the sacrifices made
by the heroes of the Civil Rights Movement. |
stand with my esteemed colleague and civil
rights champion, Congressman JOHN LEWIS,
who proposed this legislation. | strongly urge
my colleagues to support this resolution.

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I have no additional speakers. I
again urge adoption of this important
legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| take great pleasure that we may come to the
floor today to celebrate and recognize the re-
markable legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr.
King is characterized by modeling his life after
Jesus Christ in order to live a life dedicated to
the service of others, whether that be preach-
ing the Gospel to his congregation at Ebe-
nezer Baptist Church, or to the pursuit of jus-
tice and equality.

Mr. Speaker, my home state of Georgia has
the great honor of preserving King’s legacy at
the Martin Luther King, Jr. National Historic
Site. And today we have the opportunity under
the leadership of my friend and fellow Geor-
gian, JOHN LEWIS, to pass H.R. 267, the Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr. National Historical Park
Act, to re-designate the site as a National His-
toric Park.

| strongly believe that this site meets and
exceeds the requirements for re-designation
as a National Historic Park and fully support
my friend in his effort. Mr. Speaker, I'd like to
thank Congressman LEWIS for leading this leg-
islation. As a cosponsor of this bill, a member
of the Committee on Natural Resources, and
as a fellow Georgian, | offer my strongest sup-
port and encourage my colleagues to vote in
favor of H.R. 267.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. TIP-
TON) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 267, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, I object to
the vote on the ground that a quorum
is not present and make the point of
order that a quorum is not present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair

declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.
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Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
J 1830

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, March 15, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 15, 2017, at 5:42 p.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 1362.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on motions to suspend the
rules previously postponed.

Votes will be taken in the following
order:

H.R. 132, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 648, by the yeas and nays;

H.R. 267, de novo.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

———

ARBUCKLE PROJECT MAINTE-
NANCE COMPLEX AND DISTRICT
OFFICE CONVEYANCE ACT OF
2017

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 132), to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to convey certain
land and appurtenances of the Ar-
buckle Project, Oklahoma, to the Ar-
buckle Master Conservancy District,
and for other purposes, on which the
yeas and nays were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. WEB-
STER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 407, nays 1,
not voting 21, as follows:
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