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goes on. Oh, yes, to repeal the Afford-
able Care Act.

Women are the primary bread-
winners. Six out of 10 American women
are paid only 80 cents on the dollar,
and for women of color like me, 64
cents.

But today it is so important for us to
say we are faced with the dangerous
and irresponsible repeal of the Afford-
able Care Act, which will once again
make being a female a preexisting con-
dition and take away access to free
preventative services like mammo-
grams and cervical cancer screening.

You should ask yourself: Why are
they doing this markup without hear-
ings? You should ask yourself: Why
should families pay more? Why should
those with disabilities and preexisting
conditions pay more? Why should bil-
lionaires benefit more?

Stand with us women on Inter-
national Women’s Day.

———
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY

(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to join so many of my women
Members of Congress to recognize and
celebrate International Women’s Day.
In my lifetime, women have made so
much progress, but our journey toward
full equality still has so far to go.

More than five decades ago, a half a
century, we began the work to achieve
equality in the workplace when Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy signed the Equal
Pay Act. We took another important
step forward when President Obama
signed his first bill into law, the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act. Even with
those laws, women in my congressional
district still only make 72 cents on a
man’s dollar. For women of color, the
wage gap is even worse, 63 cents for Af-
rican-American women and 54 cents for
Latinas.

When you consider that women make
up almost half of the workforce, and
women are either the sole or primary
breadwinner in 40 percent of the homes,
this isn’t just a women’s issue; it is a
family issue. This is why we must pass
the Paycheck Fairness Act to give
every woman additional tools to fight
for equal pay they earn on each and
every payday.

In a country as great as ours, we
must guarantee that our daughters
have the same opportunity to earn a
fair and equal wage.

———
STEPHANIE CHANEY AND THE ACA

(Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, well, here we are, on Inter-
national Women’s Day, 7 years from
when we started the Affordable Care
Act, 60 votes to repeal behind us, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

yvet only this week we have had the big
reveal of what the plan will be for re-
placement. What are we seeing? We
don’t have any cost information, but
we know we are going to protect
wealthy insurance executives, and we
know that an estimated 15 to 20 million
Americans will have their health insur-
ance ripped away from them.

Let me introduce you to one who is
concerned about her ongoing coverage.
Her name is Stephanie Chaney, and she
is from my district in Framingham,
Massachusetts. She is a recent grad
student at Lesley University, where
she studied to be a clinical counselor
and dance therapist. She was diagnosed
with a rare and extremely painful joint
disease, and because of the ACA, she
got the treatment she needed.

Because she was a student and not
employed, the healthcare law and the
changes we make are going to have a
direct impact on her life. She worries
that if she cannot find another afford-
able plan, she will have to start over
again. Let’s think of her and do the
right thing by Americans with their
health care.

———

DEFENSE SPENDING IS
IMPORTANT

(Ms. ROSEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. ROSEN. Mr. Speaker, as a mem-
ber of the House Committee on Armed
Services, I rise to voice my full support
for the fiscal year 2017 Defense Appro-
priations bill. This legislation supports
our Armed Forces by helping pay our
troops and provide care for our men
and women in uniform and their fami-
lies, and it gives our military the re-
sources necessary to combat terrorism,
deter our adversaries, and support our
allies.

The Defense Appropriations bill in-
cludes a 2.1 percent pay raise for our
servicemen and -women, which will
help our military families like those
who are currently struggling in Nevada
to make ends meet.

One of the most important invest-
ments proposed is increasing our mili-
tary readiness, which helps strengthen
our national security. The legislation
fully funds troop number increases au-
thorized and provides an additional $6.8
billion in procurement spending. This
is especially important for helping
modernize our Armed Forces by ful-
filling unmet requirements for addi-
tional ships, weapons, and aircraft,
such as the F-35 Joint Strike Fighters
at Nellis Air Force Base and unmanned
aerial vehicles flying counter-ISIL op-
erations missions from Creech Air
Force Base.

Finally, the NDAA helps support pro-
grams that strengthen relations with
our allies. I urge my colleagues to pass
this important legislation.

———

TODAY WE RAISE OUR VOICES

(Ms. FRANKEL of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
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House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend her remarks.)

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, today is International Women’s
Day, a day without women. I am going
to join millions of women in recog-
nizing the important economic power
of women in the United States and
around the globe.

In a few minutes, I will exit this
Chamber with colleagues to show soli-
darity with our sisters, who are staying
away from normal duties and main-
stream commerce to call attention to
the inequities that women and gender
nonconforming people continue to face.
We are wearing red to signify our love
for our sisterhood and our passionate
energy to pursue measures that will
advance the lives of women and fami-
lies, such as equal pay, paid family
leave, quality affordable child care, ac-
cess to Federal health care, and free-
dom from violence.

In Congress, Democrats will resist ef-
forts to take us back from hard-earned
gains, standing strong against the un-
relenting attempts by Republicans to
repeal the Affordable Care Act, defund
Planned Parenthood, and block access
to full reproductive care. In the words
of the Women’s March, today we raise
our voices to say that women’s rights
are human rights, regardless of a wom-
an’s race, ethnicity, religion, immigra-
tion status, and so forth. When women
succeed, the world succeeds.

OPPOSING REPEAL OF THE ACA

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in opposition of the plan to re-
peal the ACA. A recent analysis of this
plan concludes that 10 million people
would lose their health insurance. That
is mainly due to the fact that the plan
would stop Medicaid expansion and
shorten the Medicare trust fund.

Many people in my district would be
affected by this plan. 68,000 of my con-
stituents are covered by the Medicaid
expansion, 23,000 constituents receive
assistance to afford health insurance
through the exchange. If the ACA is re-
pealed and the new plan implemented,
thousands of my constituents, my
neighbors, and my friends would lose
their coverage.

But don’t just take my word for it or
my constituents’ word for it. Let’s ask
the nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office to look at the plan carefully and
to give a report as to who and how
many people it will affect. If you are
going to take on something that af-
fects so many Americans, then Amer-
ica deserves to know how our health
care and our lives will be impacted by
your plan.
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY
STRIKE

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
strong support of International Wom-
en’s Day, A Day Without a Woman
strike. Today we are here and are
joined by many of our sisters around
the Nation to declare, once and for all,
that women’s rights are human rights.
We are here to stand in solidarity with
women across the country to send a
clear message: We will not rest until
we create a society where all women—
all women—have equal rights under the
law.

We are resisting and letting Presi-
dent Trump and the Republicans know
that we will not go back. We stand
with the millions around the Nation
who have walked out today, and today
we are walking out for them. We are
raising our voices for the millions of
women who can’t because they might
get fired or because they can’t afford to
lose their meager wages.

I encourage all of my Democratic
colleagues to join us, along with Lead-
er PELOSI, the Democratic Women’s
Working Group, Congresswoman KATH-
ERINE CLARK, and so many others, for a
walkout following these 1 minutes and
attend the press conference on the
House steps right outside in solidarity
and in honor of all of the women in the
world who are marching today and
striking today for equal rights.

———

PROTECT THE RIGHTS OF WOMEN

(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM
of New Mexico asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, it is ironic
today that we are celebrating the
international success and celebration
of women when we are also working to
repeal affordable quality health care
for women and families.

I am reminded, in fact, of my own
mother, who fought during a time in
the 1960s and 1970s to ensure that my
sister, who was very sick and disabled,
would have access to a quality public
education and also to affordable health
care. Quite frankly, it was not avail-
able. My mother and father were finan-
cially destitute. Today, as a result of
trying to provide that health care, I
am my mother’s caregiver.

Today, I am reminded of all of the
women primarily—49 million of us—
providing more than $500 billion worth
of long-term care and caregiving sup-
port to our families, that this is a day
to really celebrate that leadership,
that support, and the efforts made by
women. Congress, as a body, should do
much, much more to preserve and pro-
tect those rights of women and their
families all across America.
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PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 1301, DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2017

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, by direc-
tion of the Committee on Rules, I call
up House Resolution 174 and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 174

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 1301) making appropria-
tions for the Department of Defense for the
fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and for
other purposes. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. The bill
shall be considered as read. All points of
order against provisions in the bill are
waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill and on any
amendment thereto to final passage without
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of
debate equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Appropriations; and (2) one
motion to recommit.

SEC. 2. The chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations may insert in the Congressional
Record not later than Wednesday, March 8,
2017, such material as he may deem explana-
tory of H.R. 1301.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HiLL). The gentlewoman from Wyo-
ming is recognized for 1 hour.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN),
pending which I yield myself such time
as I may consume. During consider-
ation of this resolution, all time yield-
ed is for the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Wyoming?

There was no objection.

Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
support of House Resolution 174, which
provides a closed rule for consideration
of H.R. 1301, the Department of Defense
Appropriations Act for fiscal 2017. I
would like to thank, in particular,
Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN, Chairman
GRANGER, and Ranking Member VIS-
CLOSKY for their hard and dedicated
work on this bill.

Mr. Speaker, we have no higher obli-
gation as elected representatives of the
people of this great Republic than en-
suring for the security and defense of
our Nation. We are gathered here at a
tremendous time of action and achieve-
ment across an array of crucial policy
areas, regulatory relief for the citizens
and businesses of our Nation, restora-
tion of authority to our States and
local communities, tax reform,
ObamaCare repeal and replacement,
and the list goes on.

President Trump is doing what he
promised during his campaign, and it is
an honor to serve the people of Wyo-
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ming at this historic moment. But, Mr.
Speaker, it is no exaggeration to say
that if we fail to provide the resources
our military needs to defend our Na-
tion, if we fail to do what is necessary
to ensure America’s Armed Forces re-
main superior to all others in the
world, if we fail to provide the support
our men and women in uniform need to
recover from 8 years of devastating
policies, nothing else we are doing in
this body will matter.

Mr. Speaker, the need is urgent. As
we meet today to debate the 2017 De-
fense appropriation, our Nation faces a
more complex and grave threat envi-
ronment than we have faced at any-
time since World War II, and possibly,
Mr. Speaker, more than at anytime in
our history. For 8 years, our adver-
saries’ strength has grown, while our
relative capabilities have stagnated
and, in some instances, declined.
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North Korea continues its ballistic
missile launches as it threatens our al-
lies and interests.

The Iranian nuclear agreement has
bought time for Iran to continue to ad-
vance its nuclear weapons program, as
it reaps the windfall of at least $1 tril-
lion of U.S. taxpayer funds provided to
it by the Obama administration. Iran
continues to threaten U.S. naval ves-
sels in the Strait of Hormugz, support
terrorism across the Middle East, and
test ballistic missiles despite its U.N.
obligations.

China is rapidly building up its mili-
tary, and it is targeting, in particular,
technologies to try to level the playing
field with our capabilities. It continues
to threaten freedom of navigation and
trade in the South China Sea, and to
conduct cyber operations against the
United States.

Russia has invaded Ukraine, threat-
ens Eastern Europe and the Baltics, is
violating INF Treaty obligations, and
openly threatening the use of nuclear
weapons.

Al-Qaida today exists in more coun-
ties than ever before, and ISIS con-
tinues to recruit and hold territory as
it plans and launches attacks against
the West.

Most of the actors I just mentioned
are also responsible for cyber attacks
against the United States.

Against this backdrop, Mr. Speaker,
the U.S. military is vastly under-
resourced. At a recent House Armed
Services Committee hearing, the vice
chief of staff of the Army told members
that of the 58 brigade combat teams,
only three are ready to ‘fight to-
night.”” The vice chief of naval oper-
ations, Admiral William Moran, re-
cently testified that more than half of
all Navy aircraft are grounded due to
maintenance issues and an inability to
acquire the necessary parts. Our nu-
clear force is aging, even as our adver-
saries continue to make advancements
in their own nuclear forces and capa-
bilities. Our Air Force is the oldest,
smallest, and least ready it has ever
been.
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