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years trying to make it work as well as
it possibly can? Yes, we should have.
Were we able to do that? No. The only
alternative the Republican Party of-
fered to the American people and to
this House was to repeal. Not to re-
place, not to repair, not to fix, not to
make sure it was more affordable and
more available to the American people
so that we would be a healthier and
stronger nation. Their only option was
to repeal.
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Mr. Speaker, I urge Republican lead-
ers to withdraw this bill. Let us work
together to ensure what almost every
Member says they want, and that is a
healthcare program in America that is
affordable by all, available to all, and
enjoyed by all. That is what President
Trump said at that rostrum just days

ago.

This bill that the Republicans are
going to mark up on Wednesday does
not do what they say or what President
Trump said. The American people will
oppose it, and we will reflect their op-
position in this House. But we are
available to our Republican colleagues
in good faith to work together to en-
sure that what the President said—
available to all, at a lower price, with
everybody having access—we will sup-
port that bill, if it exists, and we will
work with our Republican colleagues
to pass it and give that protection and
security to the American people.

Mr. Speaker, I note that there have
not been many Republicans to speak
this morning. I understand that one
Republican spoke about this bill. I am
amazed if they think this is a better
way. I am amazed if they think this
will do a better job than the Affordable
Care Act. I am amazed if they think
they are going to bring costs down and
care up, and that we don’t have a lot of
Republicans, Mr. Speaker, coming to
this floor and claiming victory. They
are not here because they can’t claim
that victory.

Let’s reject this bill, Mr. Speaker.
Let’s work together. We can do better.
The American people expect us to do
better.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 48
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
0 1400

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Ms. FOXX) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Reverend Gary Studniewski, St.
Peter’s Catholic Church, Washington,
D.C., offered the following prayer:
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O God, You, who have looked upon
this grand American experiment with
such favor from its beginning and who
have preserved it by Your providence,
graciously hear our prayers for our Na-
tion, that it may be a bastion of lib-
erty, of justice, of true freedom.

Bless this governing assembly with
the spirit of Your wisdom, that its
Members may decide everything for
the well-being and peace of all. May
these servants never turn aside from
just and noble purposes, as You give
them the light to discern these pur-
poses.

Dear Lord, grant each House Mem-
ber, their families, and their staffs
strength, comfort, and always the
peace of the kingdom where You reign
today and forever.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Florida (Mr. SOTO)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SOTO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

HONORING MADILYN GAWRYCH-
TURNER

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BOST. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to honor a bright young con-
stituent from my district in southern
Illinois on winning a scholarship in the
VFW Patriot’s Pen essay competition.

Enacted in 1995, the Patriot’s Pen
program is designed to foster patriot-
ism by allowing students the oppor-
tunity to express their opinion on pa-
triotic themes. This year’s theme was
“The America I Believe In.”

Madilyn Gawrych-Turner of
Jonesboro Elementary School in
Jonesboro, Illinois, was sponsored by
the VFW post in Anna, Illinois. I would
like to congratulate Madilyn, and I
know she will have a very bright fu-
ture.

Also, Madam Speaker, I would like to
take just a second, if I may, to wish my
wife a happy anniversary for the 37
years that we have been together.

—————

AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REPEAL

(Mr. SOTO asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. SOTO. Madam Speaker, last
night our Republican colleagues finally
revealed their secret healthcare bill,
and it is clear that TrumpCare doesn’t
care. Here are the top five reasons why:

Number one, TrumpCare cuts Med-
icaid. It creates block grants to States
that will lead to less care, including
forcing seniors out of nursing homes
and reducing health care for the poor.

Number two, TrumpCare eliminates
healthcare subsidies. In its place, it
creates substandard tax cuts that will
ensure millions of Americans can no
longer afford health insurance.

Number three, TrumpCare favors the
rich. It provides a tax giveaway for the
rich, while leaving the middle class
with less access to care.

Number four, TrumpCare hurts our
hospitals. It kicks people off of insur-
ance, guaranteeing hospitals, employer
plans, and taxpayers will ultimately
foot the bill.

Number five, TrumpCare defunds
Planned Parenthood. This will leave
millions of women without health care.

In summary, TrumpCare doesn’t
care, and it won’t work.
———
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE

SOUTH CAROLINA WOMEN’S BAS-
KETBALL TEAM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina.
Madam Speaker, Sunday afternoon, the
University of South Carolina’s wom-
en’s basketball team clenched their
third consecutive Southeastern Con-
ference championship.

The Gamecocks beat Mississippi
State 5949 in the SEC’s women’s bas-
ketball tournament title game in
Greenville, South Carolina.

Juniors Kaela Davis of Suwanee,
Georgia, and A’ja Wilson of Irmo,
South Carolina, an extraordinary con-
stituent, led the team with an impres-
sive 38 combined points. This all-star
team will likely hold the number one
seed in the NCAA tournament that will
begin on March 17.

Head coach Dawn Staley joined the
University of South Carolina in 2008,
building a team based on teamwork
and determination. In the eight sea-
sons that Coach Staley has been with
the program, the South Carolina Wom-
en’s Basketball Team has also seen
three SEC regular season champion-
ships, three Sweet 16 seasons, and the
program’s first number one national
ranking, with an average home attend-
ance of over 14,000 Gamecock fans.

As March marks Women’s History
Month, it is especially fitting to con-
gratulate Coach Dawn Staley and the
historic Gamecock women’s basketball
team.

Best wishes for continued success in
the NCAA playoffs. Go Gamecocks.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.
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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT REPEAL
AND REPLACE

(Mr. EVANS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. EVANS. Madam Speaker, last
night House Republicans released their
plan to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
House Republicans and the Trump ad-
ministration say that they want a
healthcare plan that cuts costs and
covers more Americans; yet they intro-
duced a plan that takes away from mil-
lions of Americans and puts the poor-
est Americans, our seniors, our people
with preexisting conditions, and work-
ing class families at greater risk of
getting sick.

According to the Philadelphia De-
partment of Public Health, approxi-
mately 220,000 Philadelphians would
lose their health insurance if the Af-
fordable Care Act is repealed without
adequate replacement.

We cannot take this risk. The new
plan is an insult to the millions of
Americans who have fought hard to try
to get ahead. Now is the time to resist.

THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT’S
PEEPING TOMCRATS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the census counts the population every
10 years, but the Census Bureau also
sends out a mandatory, intrusive per-
sonal and more time-consuming, 28-
page document called the American
Community Survey.

The survey asks intrusive questions
like how many toilets does a person
have in their house; what time does a
person leave and come home from
work; does any person in the house
have poor eyesight, difficulty dressing,
or mental issues.

If this Orwellian survey is ignored,
the government may come after the
citizen. First, the telephone calls start:
weekly, then daily. Then Uncle Sam
sends his peeping tomcrats to lurk
around homes, forcing citizens to com-
ply. If a person still refuses to hand
over private information to the intru-
sive eyes of the government, the gov-
ernment may assess fines up to $5,000.

My bill, H.R. 1305, makes the Amer-
ican Community Survey voluntary and
also removes the associated criminal
penalties. The ACS is a violation of pri-
vacy and a costly abuse of government
power.

And that is just the way it is.

————

THE AMERICAN HEALTH CARE
ACT

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, in
recent weeks, I held three townhall
meetings and a roundtable discussion
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about health care in my district. Hun-
dreds of constituents attended, and al-
together I spent more than 10 hours lis-
tening to our folks.

The best ideas come from the people,
Madam Speaker. I know you know
that, and I feel it is my duty as a Rep-
resentative to hear my constituents’
input.

The American Health Care Act re-
flects what I have heard from patients,
families, doctors, and many others over
the past 8 years. Our bill will lower
costs, increase choices, and give pa-
tients greater control of their health
care. We are helping middle-income
Americans gain access to affordable
coverage. It also protects those with
preexisting conditions and allows
young adults to stay on their parents’
insurance until age 26.

Most importantly, this legislation is
moving through the Congress in an
open and transparent manner. I invite
the people of Florida’s 12th Congres-
sional District and everyone to read
and share the American Health Care
Act at readthebill.gop.

—————

FORSYTH ACADEMY

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, March is Na-
tional Reading Month, and students
across the country often kick off this
observance by celebrating the birthday
of treasured children’s author Dr.
Suess. Last week 1 visited Forsyth
Academy in Winston-Salem, North
Carolina, where I read ‘‘There’s a
Wocket in My Pocket!” to first grade
students.

Forsyth Academy is a charter school
serving students from Kkindergarten
through eighth grade. The school was
founded on the principles of academic
excellence, moral focus, parental part-
nership, and student responsibility. Its
leadership believes in setting high
standards, making expectations clear,
providing meaningful instruction, and
watching children surpass expectations
as a result.

It is always a pleasure to visit local
schools and witness the great things
happening in classrooms across the
Fifth District. Every student in every
school deserves an excellent education,
but, unfortunately, we are falling far
short of that goal. Thankfully, innova-
tive charter schools like Forsyth Acad-
emy are providing thousands of fami-
lies new hope and opportunity.

School choice is a powerful tool to
help children succeed, and I am encour-
aged by the momentum that is build-
ing. I look forward to the work ahead
and exploring additional opportunities
to provide parents more choices for
their children’s education.

———————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. POE
of Texas) laid before the House the fol-
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lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Washington, DC, March 7, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
March 7, 2017, at 9:29 a.m.:

That the Senate agreed to without amend-
ment H.J. Res. 37.

Appointment:

Members of the Commission on Security
and Cooperation in Europe.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

—————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 13 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

————
[ 1700
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky) at 5
p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or on which the
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of
rule XX.

Record votes on postponed questions
will be taken later.

—————

FALEOMAVAEGA ENI FA’AUA’A
HUNKIN VA CLINIC

Mrs. RADEWAGEN. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 1362) to name the Department
of Veterans Affairs community-based
outpatient clinic in Pago Pago, Amer-
ican Samoa, the Faleomavaega Eni
Fa’aua’a Hunkin VA Clinic.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1362

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. NAME OF DEPARTMENT OF VET-
ERANS AFFAIRS COMMUNITY-BASED
OUTPATIENT CLINIC, PAGO PAGO,
AMERICAN SAMOA.

The Department of Veterans Affairs com-
munity-based outpatient clinic in Pago
Pago, American Samoa, shall after the date
of the enactment of this Act be known and
designated as the ‘‘Faleomavaega Eni
Fa’aua’a Hunkin VA Clinic”. Any reference
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