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rolls. Founded as a family farm in 1956,
Knaus Berry has since become a Miami
staple, with generation after genera-
tion making the trip to south Dade to
pick up fresh produce and baked goods.
The farm’s success has spread, leading
to partnerships with other south Flor-
ida small businesses that use their cin-
namon rolls to create Knaus Berry
Farm-inspired doughnuts and ice
cream.

It is important that we celebrate
these small businesses, Mr. Speaker,
because they provide hope, oppor-
tunity, and jobs to so many Americans
in my district and across the country.
It is critical for us to continue advanc-
ing policies in this Congress that will
continue allowing these small busi-
nesses the opportunity to provide hope
and jobs for so many Americans.

————
A NEW AMERICAN CENTURY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. SCHIFF) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, 100 years
ago next month, on April 2, 1917, Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilson stood in this
Chamber and asked Congress to declare
war on Germany. While the proximate
cause for America’s entry into World
War I was Germany’s campaign of un-
restricted submarine warfare, Wilson
and his supporters were also motivated
by the belief that they, and the force of
American arms, could deliver Europe
from its intractable squabbles and, in
so doing, make the world safe for de-
mocracy.

It was not until the following spring
that the American doughboys were
committed to the Western Front in
large numbers, but they provided not
only the additional combat power need-
ed to break the exhausted Germans
within months, but also imbued a sense
of moral purpose into what had been
nearly 4 years of futile slaughter.

A generation later, millions of Amer-
ican GIs returned to help free Europe
from Adolf Hitler, while millions more
pushed Japan back from its imperial
conquests in Asia. This time we
stayed—the living to keep the peace
and prevent one form of tyranny being
replaced by another and the dead as si-
lent witnesses to the cost of liberation.

The United States worked to create
the United Nations and a host of other
international organizations designed to
bind together humanity and avoid an-
other catastrophic world war. We ex-
tended aid and friendship to our former
enemies through the Marshall Plan and
rebuilt Western Europe into an alliance
of democracies, a shining contrast to
the Soviet Union’s eastern satellites.

America’s commitment to peace was
matched by an equally resolute will-
ingness to defend freedom. When the
Soviet Union blockaded Berlin in 1948,
in an attempt to force the Western al-
lies out of their half of the city, Amer-
ican pilots flew missions around the
clock for 11 months to keep the city
supplied until the Soviets relented.
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Walls, barbed wire, and stifling op-
pression characterized the Soviet bloc
and Communist Asia. Against this, the
United States marshaled its greatest
weapons—individual liberty, demo-
cratic governance, and a market econ-
omy to discredit and defeat com-
munism.

When the Cold War ended four dec-
ades after it had begun, it was the fall
of the Berlin Wall that symbolized the
triumph of freedom and seemingly her-
alded a new era of peace and pros-
perity.

Nearly three decades have passed
since communism’s collapse and the
global harmony that many hoped for
has been replaced by an international
order more challenging to American
leadership and American ideals than
any we have seen in my lifetime.
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Intolerance, ultra-nationalism, and
crude populism are rising across the
developed world and threaten to undo
the work of decades. After a century of
American 1leadership of the inter-
national community, there was a sense
among many here at home and around
the world that we have lost our will to
lead, that we will no longer honor
President Kennedy’s commitment to
‘“‘pay any price, bear any burden, meet
any hardship, support any friend, op-
pose any foe to assure the survival and
the success of liberty.”

The world sees President Trump’s ex-
ecutive orders on immigration and
asks: Where is the America that wel-
comed millions to its shores?

Well, I am happy to say that America
is alive and well in communities across
this great Nation, where people from
every continent live together, eat each
other’s food, celebrate each other’s
holidays, and it also lives on in the
hundreds of State Department officials
who signed a Dissent Channel memo-
randum opposing that policy.

The world sees President Trump’s
threats to withdraw from Europe and
Asia unless our allies ‘‘pay up,” and
asks whether America will still defend
its friends. That America, the one that
stands shoulder-to-shoulder with NATO
and South Korea, can be found in our
troops stationed in the Baltics, Poland,
and along the DMZ; and it can be found
here in Congress, where there is broad
support for our alliances and our allies.

The world sees President Trump
threatening to drastically cut our for-
eign assistance budget, the literal dif-
ference between life and death for mil-
lions of the world’s most vulnerable
people, and asks: Where is America’s
legendary generosity?

That America, Mr. Speaker, is alive
and well, too. Our USAID professionals,
our Peace Corps volunteers, and the
thousands of individual Americans
working as medical missionaries or
with NGOs are still making a dif-
ference around the globe every day.

The world sees President Trump’s
embrace of Vladimir Putin and his
seeming disdain for key allies like Ger-
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many and Australia and wonders
whether we will remain committed to
democracy and the rule of law, or we
will abandon principle in favor of expe-
dience and flattery.

That America—the America that
stood with Solidarity in Poland, with
Nelson Mandela in South Africa, and
with Aung San Suu Kyi in Burma—is
still here, too. Millions of Americans,
Democrats and Republicans, the old
and young, still stand with those who
seek freedom, and we will never allow
this President to abandon our ideals.

And finally, Mr. Speaker, the world has seen
the rise of Donald Trump and wonders wheth-
er Americans will still fight for their own de-
mocracy—are we still worthy heirs to Wash-
ington, Lincoln, and Roosevelt? The answer to
that is on display every day across this coun-
try. From the millions who clogged our nation’s
streets on January 21st, to the calls pouring
into Congress every day to demand a full in-
vestigation of the Russia scandal, the Amer-
ican people are engaged and ready to fight for
our democracy here at home and for freedom
around the world.

To those who doubt us, or wonder whether
we remain true to our ideals, whether we will
stand up for what we believe, and defend not
only America but the beautiful idea it rep-
resents, let me borrow a phrase from John
Paul Jones, the Revolutionary War hero. “We
have not yet begun to fight.”

——————

HAPPY 150TH BIRTHDAY,
NEBRASKA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. SMITH) for 5 minutes.

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate my
home State of Nebraska on 150 years of
Statehood.

On March 1, 1867, Nebraska became
the 37th State admitted to the Union.
Today, as we celebrate this milestone
150 years later, we honor the legacies of
the pioneers who took great risks and
overcame countless obstacles in pur-
suit of opportunity.

Our State’s pioneer heritage has al-
ways inspired me. I am proud to be a
fifth-generation resident of Scotts
Bluff County, Nebraska. My family was
part of the Homestead Movement, set-
tling in western Nebraska and working
as sugar beet laborers to build a bright
future for generations to come.

The pioneer spirit is still alive and
well today, which is one of the many
reasons the ‘“‘Good Life’’ is such a great
place to live. Nebraskans’ work ethic is
second to none. From the producers
who have made the Third District the
top-producing agriculture district in
the country, to the small businesses
which employ nearly half of Nebraska’s
workforce, productivity is a hallmark
of our State.

In addition to our pioneer spirit, Ne-
braskans are known for their kindness.
I am proud of our State’s reputation as
“Nebraska Nice” and enjoy introducing
my colleagues in Washington, D.C., to
Nebraska visitors any chance I get.

From Huskers football to world-class
research facilities, from Runza to
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Dorothy Lynch, and from the Oregon
Trail to the Homestead National Monu-
ment, there is an endless list of unique
reasons for Nebraskans to be proud.

I am honored to represent some 65,000
square miles of the Cornhusker State
in Congress, and I will continue work-
ing every day to uphold our legacy of
opportunity.

In celebration of Nebraska’s 150th
birthday, it is only fitting to close in
true Nebraska fashion: Go Big Red.

————
DR. JEKYLL AND MR. HYDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
California (Ms. SPEIER) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing, the President is being lauded for a
speech that stayed on message and was
optimistic. Those accolades would be
deserved if his actions bore any resem-
blance to his words. But, instead, we
were subjected to a barrage of third
grade sound bites, falsehoods, and half-
truths, just like always.

The President condemned the van-
dalism at the Jewish cemeteries. Yet,
earlier the same day, he suggested that
these anti-Semitic acts were a ‘‘false
flag’ operation possibly committed by
Jews themselves; which is very similar,
by the way, to what White supremacist
talking points circulated by David
Duke are all about.

The President also condemned the
racist hate crime murders in Kansas of
an Indian engineer.

But why did it take him nearly a
week to break his silence? Didn’t this
act of domestic terrorism deserve a
tweet?

He didn’t commit to doing anything
about it until he was nudged by a tweet
by Hillary Clinton.

The President says he wants to fix
health care, but all the House Repub-
licans can agree on is to kick 30 mil-
lion people off their insurance.

Yes, Mr. Trump, we already knew
that health care was complicated. It is
good to know that you finally under-
stand it as well.

The President said he wanted to in-
vest in women’s health, but his own
party is committed to defunding
Planned Parenthood. Planned Parent-
hood offers health care to one in five
women in this country.

The President said he supports demo-
cratic ideals, but he won’t advocate
them around the globe. He says he sup-
ports diplomacy, but his budget cuts
the State Department by 37 percent.

The President says he wants to in-
vest $1 trillion in infrastructure, but

congressional Republicans have al-
ready implied they won’t give him the
money.

The President said he supports the
rule of law, but he is violating the Con-
stitution’s Emoluments Clause every
single day.

And worst of all, the President says
he supports the troops. Then he blames
the military for his own botched raid.
This disgraceful abandonment of re-
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sponsibility makes a mockery of the
grief of Chief Petty Officer Owens’
widow, who wept in front of all the
American people watching the speech
on TV last night.

His comments earlier in the day
blaming the military are really inde-
scribable. I agree that we must never
forget Ryan Owens’ sacrifice, and that
is why we must understand the cir-
cumstances that led to his death and
follow through with his parents’ re-
quest for an independent investigation.

This speech demonstrates that the
President can read from a teleprompter
that he so derided during his campaign.
Last night, he showed a calm and civ-
ilized face to the Nation. Was this a
one-night stand or a changed man who
recognizes the ominous responsibilities
of being President of the TUnited
States?

We have seen the President’s Mr.
Hyde face in his tweets and his un-
hinged press conferences. I think the
question before us now is: Will a single
night of soothing platitudes be suffi-
cient?

Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is something
we read. What we do know is that Dr.
Jekyll could not suppress his dark side.
The question is: Can the President?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

———————

TEXAS DECLARATION OF
INDEPENDENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. OLSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker:

“Delegates of the People of Texas in
General Convention at the town of
Washington on the 2nd day of March,
1836.

“When a government has ceased to
protect the lives, liberty, and property
of the people, from whom its legiti-
mate powers are derived, and for the
advancement of those whose happiness
it was instituted, and so far from being
a guarantee for the enjoyment of those

. inalienable rights, becomes an in-
strument in the hands of evil rulers for
their oppression.

“When the Federal Republican Con-
stitution of their country, which they
have sworn to support, no longer has a
substantial existence, and the whole
nature of their government has been
forcibly changed, without their con-
sent, from a restricted federative re-
public, composed of sovereign states, to
a consolidated central military des-
potism, in which every interest is dis-
regarded but that of the army . . . both
the internal enemies of civil liberty,
the everready minions of power, and
the usual instruments of tyrants.”

“When, in consequence of such acts
of malfeasance, and abdication on the
part of the government, anarchy pre-
vails, and civil society is dissolved into
its original elements. In such a crisis,
the first law of nature, the right of
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self-preservation, the inherent and in-
alienable rights of the people to appeal
to first principles, and take their polit-
ical affairs into their own hands in ex-
treme cases, enjoins it as a right to-
wards themselves, and a sacred obliga-
tion to their posterity, to abolish such
government, and create another in its
stead, calculated to rescue them from
impending dangers, and to secure their
future welfare and happiness.”

“The Mexican government, by its
colonization laws, invited and induced
the Anglo-American population of
Texas to colonize its wilderness under
the pledged faith of a written constitu-
tion, that they should continue to
enjoy that constitutional liberty and
republican government to which they
had been habituated in the land of
their birth, the United States of Amer-
ica.

“In this expectation they have been
cruelly disappointed, inasmuch as the
Mexican nation has acquiesced in the
late changes made in the government
by General Antonio Lopez de Santa
Anna, who having overturned the con-
stitution of his country, now offers us
the cruel alternative, either to aban-
don our homes, acquired by so many
privations, or submit to the most intol-
erable of all tyranny, the combined
despotism of the sword and the priest-
hood.”

“It has suffered the military com-
mandants, stationed among us, to exer-
cise arbitrary acts of oppression and
tyranny, thus trampling upon the most
sacred rights of the citizens, and ren-
dering the military superior to the
civil power.”

“It denies us the right of worshipping
the Almighty according to the dictates
of our own conscience, by the support
of a national religion, calculated to
promote the temporal interest of its
human functionaries, rather than the
glory of the true and living God.

‘It has demanded us to deliver up our
arms, which are essential to our
defence, the rightful property of
freemen, and formidable only to tyran-
nical governments.

“These, and other grievances, were
patiently borne by the people of Texas,
untill they reached that point at which
forbearance ceases to be a virtue. We
then took up arms in defence of the na-
tional constitution. We appealed to our
Mexican brethren for assistance. Our
appeal had been made in vain. . . .

“The necessity of self-preservation,
therefore, now decrees our eternal po-
litical separation.

“We, therefore, the delegates with
plenary powers of the people of Texas,
in solemn convention assembled, ap-
pealing to a candid world for the neces-
sities of our condition, do hereby re-
solve and declare, that our political
connection with the Mexican nation
has forever ended, and that the people
of Texas do now constitute a free, Sov-
ereign, and independent republic, and
are fully invested with all the rights
and attributes which properly belong
to independent nations; and, conscious
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