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Muslim Americans make up a vital part of
our nation’s diverse, multicultural fabric; every
day, they make valuable contributions to the
arts, the economy, academia, government,
military services, and much more.

If it is passed, Amendment No. 13 would
only further stigmatize and alienate a vibrant
community of Americans who have been sub-
ject to harassment and discrimination for
years, and especially under the Trump Admin-
istration.

We are better than that and | urge all Mem-
bers to join me in rejecting this terrible legisla-
tion.

———

INSURING SOCIAL SECURITY SOL-
VENCY FOR CURRENT AND FU-
TURE GENERATIONS

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this week, the Ways and Means Sub-
committee on Social Security held a hearing to
discuss the Social Security Administration’s
Annual Trustee Report. This report is a strong
reminder that Congress must act to address
the Social Security Trust Fund shortfall to en-
sure the stability of Social Security for genera-
tions to come. The longer Congress delays
dealing with this impending crisis, the fewer
options we will have to address the shortfall.

Social Security is an essential program that
prevents elderly Americans from falling into
poverty once they reach retirement age or are
disabled. Currently, Social Security covers 61
million seniors, and 171 million Americans pay
into the system. The Trust Fund is divided into
two divisions: Old-Age and Survivors insur-
ance (OASI) and Disability Insurance (DI).
These funds cover the 41.2 million retired
workers, the 8.8 million disabled workers, and
their families.

The long term viability of Social Security is
undoubtedly under threat. The Baby Boomers
are beginning to retire which is putting signifi-
cant pressure on the fund. Since Social Secu-
rity collects fewer revenues than it previously
did, it will be forced to draw from the 2.8 tril-
lion dollars in asset reserve. The Social Secu-
rity Administration Trustee’s report estimates
that reserves are in danger of depletion by
2034. We cannot let this happen. A reduction
in benefits for our seniors would be dev-
astating for many of my constituent, who de-
pend on Social Security payments as their
only income in retirement. If benefits de-
crease, seniors who have paid into the system
could be forced to choose between paying for
their groceries, their utility bills, or their essen-
tial medication.

There are common-sense steps that Con-
gress can take to stabilize the program and in-
sure it's presence for the next century. The
Ranking Member of the Ways and Means So-
cial Security Subcommittee, Congressman
JOHN LARSON, has introduced H.R. 1902—the
Social Security 2100 Act. | am a proud co-
sponsor of H.R. 1902, which would simulta-
neously increase benefits for current and fu-
ture seniors, reduce payroll taxes for middle
class and working class Americans, and se-
cure the solvency of the program until 2100.
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This is accomplished by asking the wealthiest
Americans to pay their fair share by raising
the payroll tax cap on incomes above
$127,000. There are reasonable solutions that
both Democrats and Republicans should be
able to support.

Congress cannot afford to abandon our sen-
iors. We must address the Social Security
shortfall now. Therefore, | call an Speaker
RYAN to bring H.R. 1902 to the floor for a vote.

———

INTRODUCTION OF HOUSE RESO-
LUTION RECOGNIZING THE AC-

COMPLISHMENTS AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF VIETNAMESE
AMERICANS

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, today, | am in-
troducing a House Resolution recognizing the
accomplishments and contributions of Viet-
namese Americans.

| represent part of one of the largest Viet-
namese communities in the United States, and
| am proud to recognize the valuable contribu-
tions of 1.7 million Viethamese Americans cur-
rently living in the United States. The United
States is home to the largest number of indi-
viduals of Vietnamese descent outside of Viet-
nam. Additionally, Vietnamese Americans
make up the fourth largest Asian American
population. Currently, more than 70,000 reside
in California’s 46th Congressional District.

In the aftermath of the Vietnam War, ap-
proximately 800,000 Vietnamese refugees
fleeing persecution resettled in the United
States. Today, Vietnamese Americans con-
tribute to American society through their work
in business, education, science and tech-
nology, engineering, mathematics, literature
and the arts, gastronomy, the armed forces,
and public service at every level of govern-
ment.

Vietnamese Americans add to the rich cul-
tural and religious diversity of our Nation. As
a member of the Congressional Vietnam Cau-
cus, it is critical that we continue to represent
and celebrate our Vietnamese families,
friends, and neighbors, and recognize their
significant contributions to American society.

———

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SALUD 0. CARBAJAL

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. CARBAJAL. Mr. Speaker, | was regret-
tably detained on July 13, 2017 during Roll
Call No. 360, the Blumenauer Amendment No.
13 to H.R. 2810.

Had | been present, | would have voted
AYE on Roll Call No. 360.
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HONORING WORLD WAR II
VETERAN ED GREEN

HON. LOU BARLETTA

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor
to recognize my good friend Ed Green for his
many years of service to this country, begin-
ning with his time in the U.S. military and con-
tinuing thereafter with his many philanthropic
endeavors.

During World War Il, Ed proudly served as
a member of the Navy, operating in a largely
clandestine capacity. He lived and worked
aboard armed Merchant Marine vessels, con-
sistently risking his life to ensure the safety of
those at home.

Upon his honorable discharge from the
Navy, Ed continued his selfless dedication to
helping others. He became an active member
of the Freeland American Legion Post 473, a
group committed to mentoring youth and pro-
moting patriotism, honor, and devotion to serv-
ice members and veterans within its commu-
nity. Ed was also involved with the long-
standing Veterans of Foreign Wars 5010. He
served as Commander of the Military Order of
the Cooties Pup Tent 38 in order to help bring
smiles to the faces of fellow veterans and resi-
dents of the VFW National Home for Children.

Ed’'s service to his community extended to
various local philanthropic projects. For 60
years, he placed flags on the headstones of
veterans at Vine Street Cemetery, and when
the Standard Speaker newspaper ceased
printing flags next to the obituaries of vet-
erans, Ed was responsible for having the
newspaper reinstate the practice. Additionally,
he spent more than 50 years fighting for dis-
ability ratings from the Veterans Administration
for hearing loss. He took the lead in orga-
nizing countless events during the past many
decades, including Flag Day, Veterans Day,
and Memorial Day celebrations that took place
at locations such as the Laurel Mall and Cal-
vary Cemetery. There is no doubt as to the
profound impact Ed has had on the lives of
those around him.

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing
Ed for all he has sacrificed to serve our coun-
try and for all he has contributed to the
Hazelton community.

HONORING THE CAREER OF COM-
MAND SERGEANT MAJOR SCOTT
C. SCHROEDER

HON. RICHARD HUDSON

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the retirement of Command Ser-
geant Major Scott C. Schroeder. After 31
years of dedicated service, Command Ser-
geant Major Schroeder became the Command
Sergeant Major for FORSCOM—a post he
held for 3 years.

After enlisting in the United States Army in
1983, he began his career as an electronics
mechanic at Fort Bliss, Texas. Serving at mili-
tary installations all over the world allowed
Command Sergeant Major Schroeder to gain
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valuable experience that would help shape his
long career. While stationed at Fort Bragg in
North Carolina’s Eighth Congressional District,
he served with the 2nd Battalion, 505th Para-
chute Infantry Regiment, and 82nd Airborne
Division.

Deployed on numerous operational assign-
ments all over the globe and through some of
our nation’s toughest times, Command Ser-
geant Major Schroeder stood ready to answer
the call to serve our great country. Some of
his most notable engagements were Operation
Desert Storm in Saudi Arabia as part of the
82nd Airborne, and Operation Iragi Freedom
in Iraq as part of the 101st Airborne Division.
Throughout these operations, he delivered on
the promise to keep America safe and con-
front our enemies head on under the most dif-
ficult conditions.

While fighting our nation’s battles overseas,
Command Sergeant Major Schroeder had a
full family at home. Residing in Charlotte, his
wife of 26 years, Marla and he have 3 chil-
dren. This country cannot repay the debt we
owe to Command Sergeant Major Schroeder
and his family; the Schroeders are true Amer-
ican heroes.

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in com-
memorating the retirement of Command Ser-
geant Major Scott C. Schroeder.

———

RECOGNIZING SOUTHERN ARIZONA
EFFORTS TO ANTIMICROBIAL
RESISTANCE

HON. RAUL M. GRIJALVA

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Mr. GRIJALVA. Mr. Speaker, one cannot
overstate the immediate and extraordinary
threat posed by antimicrobial resistance
throughout this nation and around the globe.
With that in mind, | wish to recognize the ex-
ceptional work being done in Southern Arizona
to combat this scourge.

We know from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol that each year in the United States, at
least two million people become infected with
bacteria that are resistant to antibiotics and
some 23,000 die as a direct result. Experts
suggest that based on current trends, anti-
microbial resistance could become the world’s
single greatest killer, surpassing heart disease
and cancer, and posing a serious economic
threat as well. In light of this, there is an ur-
gent demand for the development of new anti-
microbial compounds and faster diagnostic
techniques to address this critical issue.

Residents and visitors in Arizona’s Third
Congressional District and surrounding areas
are fortunate to have access to exceptional
medical services, including those provided by
Tucson Medical Center, Southern Arizona’s lo-
cally governed nonprofit regional hospital and
leading provider for emergency and pediatric
care.

TMC is among the first facilities in the na-
tion to adopt the newest superbug-fighting
technology. Using the Accelerate Pheno sys-
tem, developed by Tucson’s Accelerate
Diagnostics, Inc., TMC health professionals
can rapidly detect and identify bacteria as well
as determine which antibiotic is most appro-
priate, and they can do this up to 40 hours
faster than was possible using conventional
techniques.
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| urge all the nation’s health facilities to
prioritize efforts to combat antibiotic resistance
using the best available technology, and rec-
ognize TMC and Accelerate Diagnostics for
being leaders on this critical issue.
—

COMMEMORATING BASTILLE DAY
AND THE PEOPLE OF THE
FRENCH REPUBLIC

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to commemorate Bastille Day.

On this day we are reminded of the extraor-
dinary resilience and democratic values that
have made France an inspiration to the entire
world.

Today also marks the one-year anniversary
of the devastating and tragic loss of life last
year in Nice.

We remember to keep the injured and the
deceased in our hearts, and we remind our-
selves of the strong, persevering character of
the French Republic.

Time and time again, all throughout history,
the French were able to demonstrate strong
leadership through tragic times, and that is
why the United States stands in unyielding
solidarity with the people of France, which like
the United States, is one of the most wel-
coming nations in the world.

Mr. Speaker, for centuries Paris has been
known to the world as the City of Light.

The title is richly deserved, because Paris
has been a world leader in the march of
human progress in the arts, culture, science,
democratic theory and governance.

| am proud to mention that in my own city
of Houston, we commemorate Bastille Day
with special celebrations that feature art, danc-
ing, and food.

France embraces the challenges and oppor-
tunities of the modern world.

France, and the values it cherishes, show-
cases a nation that has faced and prevailed
against the most sinister of lethal adversaries.

However, we will always ensure that they
never confront these adversaries alone; they
will be joined by the United States and the
other countries of the civilized world.

The French are justly proud of their national
motto; “Liberté, égalité, fraternité,” (liberty,
equality, fraternity) and no perpetrator can
ever succeed in leading them to renounce
their heritage of freedom and justice.

———

NO SANCTUARY FOR CRIMINALS
ACT (H.R. 3003) AND KATE’S LAW
(H.R. 3004)

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 14, 2017

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in opposition to H.R. 3003 & H.R. 3004.

The No Sanctuary for Criminals Act (H.R.
3003) is a misguided attempt to defund com-
munities that have enacted separation ordi-
nances so called “sanctuary cities”. This legis-
lation would force state and local law enforce-
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ment to comply with potentially unconstitu-
tional federal immigration policies, or risk los-
ing critical federal funding. Intimidating our
communities by threatening to withhold federal
funding will not fix our nation’s immigration
system. H.R. 3003 will add to the workload of
our already overburdened local law enforce-
ment, and drive a wedge between them and
the communities they serve. Chiefs of police
across our country support the enactment of
separation of ordinances in the cities they
serve and protect because it builds trust and
keeps communities safe. | include in the
RECORD a letter from the Law Enforcement
Immigration Task Force, which St. Paul Chief
of Police Todd Axtell is a member, that ex-
plains their strong opposition to this legislation.
The federal government should not mandate
that local law enforcement turn into Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officers.

Kate’s Law (H.R. 3004) is also a step back-
wards for our country. For the first time in our
history, the United States would prosecute in-
dividuals who voluntarily present themselves
at the border to seek asylum or to seek pro-
tection as a victim of human trafficking. This
legislation would punish previously removed
individuals who approach the border to apply
for admission even if the individual has no
criminal record or history of re-entries.

| stand with my fellow Americans in uphold-
ing this country as a welcoming one for immi-
grants, and with my Democratic colleagues in
supporting our local law enforcement with the
tools they need to keep all our communities
safe.

LAW ENFORCEMENT
IMMIGRATION TASK FORCE,
June 28, 2017.

DEAR MEMBER OF CONGRESS: As law en-
forcement leaders dedicated to preserving
the safety and security of our communities,
we have concerns about legislative proposals
that would attempt to impose punitive,
‘‘one-size-fits-all’’ policies on state and local
law enforcement. Rather than strengthening
state and local law enforcement by providing
us with the tools to work with the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security (DHS) in a man-
ner that is responsive to the needs of our
communities, these proposals would rep-
resent a step backwards.

Attempts to defund so-called sanctuary
cities regularly sweep too broadly, punishing
jurisdictions that engage in well-established
community policing practices or adhere to
federal court decisions that have found fed-
eral immigration detainers to violate con-
stitutional protections. We oppose these ap-
proaches and urge Congress to work to en-
courage—rather than compel—law enforce-
ment agency cooperation within our federal
system.

We believe that law enforcement should
not cut corners. Multiple federal courts have
questioned the legality and constitutionality
of federal immigration detainers that are not
accompanied by a criminal warrant signed
by a judge. Even though the legality of such
immigration holds is doubtful, some have
proposed requiring states and localities to
enforce them, shielding them from lawsuits.
While this approach would reduce potential
legal liability faced by some jurisdictions
and departments, we are concerned these
proposals would still require our agencies
and officers carry out federal directives that
could violate the U.S. Constitution, which
we are sworn to follow.

Immigration enforcement is, first and fore-
most, a federal responsibility. Making our
communities safer means better defining
roles and improving relationships between
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