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Daughters and Sons. He also played an inte-
gral role in strengthening the relationship be-
tween Army National Guard and the Army Re-
serve medical communities.

Colonel Owens distinguished career began
with the Virginia Army National Guard in 1987,
and included time at Ft. Belvoir, VA; Camp
Robinson, VA; Ft. Pickett, VA; Ft. A.P. Hill,
VA; Joint Force Headquarters, VA; the Na-
tional Guard Bureau; Fort Sam Houston, TX;
and the Office of the Surgeon General. During
this time, he deployed to Iraq in support of
Operation Iraqi Freedom. During his time in
Iraq, he served as the | Corps MNCI and USFI
liaison to the Iragi Army Surgeon. In that role,
he performed the medical portion of counter-
insurgency training for hundreds of America’s
service members and advised the Iragi Army
Surgeon on methods to increase capabilities
to provide care to the Iraqi Soldiers, and to im-
prove recruitment and retention of providers in
the Iragi Army.

As Colonel Owens embarks on a new chap-
ter in life, it is my hope that he may recall,
with a deep sense of pride and accomplish-
ment, the outstanding contributions he has
made to the Office of the Surgeon General,
the Virginia Army National Guard and to the
United States Army. | would like to send him
my best wishes for continued success in his
future endeavors.

HONORING DOROTHA WHITE
HON. LUKE MESSER

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. MESSER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor, Dorotha White, who passed away on
Monday, July 3, 2017 in Henry County.

Mrs. White was born in New Lisbon, Ohio
on December 27, 1916. After graduating from
New Lisbon High School in 1934, she at-
tended Dayton Conservatory of Music where
she studied piano, organ, and accordion. She
graced others with her talent for music by pro-
viding private piano lessons in New Castle, In-
diana and played various instruments well into
her nineties. In addition to her musical pur-
suits, Mrs. White helped run a successful dairy
farm with her husband in New Castle and was
very involved within the community and poli-
tics. She had a profound impact on countless
Hoosiers, and her life should be an inspiration
to all.

Mrs. White was a life member of the New
Lisbon Christian Church and Henry County
Historical Society, a founding member of the
Henry County Saddle Club, a member of the
Live & Learn Club, Indiana Jersey Cattle Club,
the Brown Road Club, the Lenba Club of
Henry County, the P.E.O—Chapter AD, and
the Altruistic Literary Club.

She served as the Council President on the
Henry County Council and was a member of
the Henry County GOP Club. Her years spent
as a dedicated public servant will always be
remembered and appreciated by the commu-
nity.

Mrs. White was predeceased by her hus-
band of 57 years, Robert; her parents; a
brother, Delbert (Virginia) Hoover; and a sis-
ter, Betty Ann (Donald) Moore. She is survived
by her sons, Stephen (Sharon) White and
David (Susanne) White; her grandchildren
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Bradley (Deena) White, John (Susan) White,
Amy (Jim) Byrum, and Christina (David)
Whitesell; ten great-grandchildren; and four
great-great-grandchildren to whom | give my
deepest sympathies.

IN RECOGNITION OF MARCIA
BOYLE

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the outstanding leadership of Marcia
Boyle, a rare disease advocate who has dedi-
cated the past four decades of her life to help-
ing people impacted by primary immuno-
deficiency diseases. This mission was not a
path Marcia would have chosen herself. Rath-
er, this mission chose her, and she has re-
sponded with full vigor to improve life for not
only her own son but for countless other peo-
ple in the United States and world impacted
by one of the more than 300 forms of primary
immunodeficiency diseases, or PI.

Thankfully, as a result of Marcia’s leader-
ship, the world today is a much brighter place
for people with PI, though a number of
changes remain to be addressed. Marcia first
started to become a rare disease advocate
when her son John became seriously ill in the
late 1970s. John would later be diagnosed
with a form of Pl and had received the appro-
priate medical treatment, life-sustaining ther-
apy he continues utilizing today.

Marcia recognized the deep need for people
like John and their families and continued to
make a difference for the entire community
even though her child and family were taken
care of. This led to Marcia’s founding of the
Immune Deficiency Foundation, an operation
she ran out of her kitchen. For a dozen years
Marcia worked as a full-time volunteer founder
and leader of the organization before embark-
ing on another career in leading development
positions at Johns Hopkins Medicine.

Over the past several years, Marcia has sig-
nificantly expanded the scope, staff and pro-
gramming of the IDF to reach more persons in
need. This includes working with the leading
clinicians and scientists in the field to publish
evidence-based guides for other clinicians, for
parents and for patients. She had served on
the board of the National Health Council and
has been seen as a national and global leader
of the patient advocacy or voluntary health
community.

Mr. Speaker, | know many in the PI commu-
nity are saddened by Marcia’s retirement later
this summer. To say Marcia has done the job
well would be an understatement, and she
may have a successor but certainly not a re-
placement. I'm pleased that Marcia will con-
tinue her service to IDF as a volunteer and
member of the board of trustees, and am con-
fident that she will continue to help lead this
community for decades to come.

July 11, 2017
CLARENCE B. JONES

HON. DONALD NORCROSS

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. NORCROSS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Dr. Clarence B. Jones, a towering
civil rights figure and advocate for equality and
justice. On June 6, 2017, family, friends and
community members will gather for the renam-
ing of the Palmyra High School Library and
dedication of the newly created Dr. Clarence
B. Jones Institute for Social Advocacy as a
tribute to Dr. Jones.

Dr. Jones was born in Philadelphia, Penn-
sylvania on January 8, 1931. He attended Pal-
myra High School in Palmyra, situated in New
Jersey’s First Congressional District, where he
graduated valedictorian of his class in 1949.
Dr. Jones’ valedictorian speech, entitled “To-
morrow a Better World,” called for breaking
down racial barriers and marked the beginning
of a life that would involve civil rights activism.

After high school, Dr. Jones attended Co-
lumbia University, served the United States
military during the Korean Conflict, and grad-
uated from Boston University’s School of Law.

In 1960, after practicing law for a few years,
Dr. Jones became the attorney and trusted
advisor to iconic civil rights leader, the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

In 1963, Dr. Jones played a vital role orga-
nizing and planning the historic March on
Washington, D.C. alongside Dr. King. Dr.
Jones also co-authored the “I Have a Dream”
speech, regarded as the most notable civil
rights address in U.S. history.

Dr. Jones broke racial barriers in corporate
America, becoming the first African American
partner at a Wall Street banking investment
firm.

Dr. Clarence Jones is an honorable Amer-
ican, who has dedicated his life, voice, and
actions to civil rights, and has inspired many
to stand up for justice.

Mr. Speaker, | ask you to join me in saluting
Dr. Jones for his service to our nation, his de-
votion to the civil rights movement and for his
ongoing fight for equality in our great nation.

TRIBUTE TO CATHI MILLER
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Cathi Mil-
ler, a teacher at Central Academy in Des
Moines, lowa. Cathi was recently recognized
by PBS as lowa’s 2017 PBS Digital Innovator.

Each year, PBS recognizes an educator
from each state and U.S. territory who display
a knack for innovation and “outside the box”
thinking in their classroom. Cathi is an out-
standing example of these principals. She has
shown that when a teacher fully invests them-
selves in their students, the sky is the limit.
Thanks to Cathi’'s exceptional work, students
at Central Academy have the tools and skills
to succeed, both in the classroom and be-
yond.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Cathi in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
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her today for receiving this esteemed recogni-
tion. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating her on receiving this award,
and in wishing her nothing but continued suc-
cess.

——————

TRUMP’S VOTER FRAUD COMMIS-
SION IS A FRAUD AND SHOULD
BE DISBANDED NOW

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, unable to
cope with the brutal fact that he lost the pop-
ular vote to Hillary Clinton by 2.9 million votes,
the largest vote deficit of any president in
American history, Donald Trump tweeted that
he would have won the popular vote but for
“millions of people who voted illegally.”

Instead of producing any credible evidence
to support this claim, a hoax that has been re-
peatedly and decisively debunked by experts,
the President doubled down and issued an
Executive Order establishing the “Presidential
Advisory Commission on Election Integrity”
(PACEI), appointing Kris Kobach, anti-immi-
gration warrior and poster-child for voter fraud
conspiratorialists everywhere, to lead the
Commission.

It would be more accurate to characterize
the PACEI as the “Presidential Advisory Com-
mission on Vote Suppression.” Voter suppres-
sion is real but the oft-repeated claim that
American elections are rife with voter fraud is
a myth.

According to a comprehensive 2014 study
published in The Washington Post, out of
more than a billion votes cast between 2000
and 2014, only 31 credible instances of imper-
sonation fraud were found, and even this tiny
number was likely inflated because the study’s
author counted not just voter fraud prosecu-
tions or convictions but all credible claims. Nu-
merous other reports have reached the same
conclusion.

Any lingering doubt regarding the true pur-
pose of the PACEI should be laid to rest by
the request made by Commissioner Kobach
on June 28, 2017 when he wrote each of the
nation’s state secretaries of state requesting
that they provide the Commission with “the full
first and last names of all registrants, middle
names or initials if available, addresses, dates
of birth, political party (if recorded in your
state), last four digits of social security number
if available, voter history (elections voted in)
from 2006 onward, active/inactive status, can-
celled status, information regarding any felony
convictions, information regarding voter reg-
istration in another state, information regarding
military status, and overseas citizen informa-
tion.”

The information requested by the Commis-
sion will not prevent voter fraud. It will violate
rather than protect voter privacy.

And it will make it easier to craft legislation
and devise campaign strategies intended to
suppress the vote in urban clusters and
among targeted demographic groups, particu-
larly minority voters.

It is important that all voters, and the people
of the 18th Congressional District of Texas
whom | am privileged to represent, be fully
protected.
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While supplying only public voter information
may seem secure, the sad fact is that it is not.
There is no publicly accessible database of
voter registration information in any of the 50
states or the District of Columbia.

That is because information of this kind is
protected from public disclosure under the set-
tled principle of ‘collective privacy’ recognized
by the Supreme Court in the landmark deci-
sion of NAACP v. Alabama, 377 U.S. 288, 84
S. Ct. 1302, 12 L. Ed. 2d 325 (1964), which
held that compelled disclosure of affiliation
with groups engaged in advocacy may con-
stitute an impermissible chilling effect on the
freedom of association guaranteed by the First
Amendment, a holding that has been affirmed
repeatedly.

Accordingly, neither Texas nor any state
can, consistent with the U.S. Constitution, sup-
ply the voter information requested by the
PACEI.

Indeed, if the information sought was as
public in nature as PACEI contends, there
simply would be no need for it to request the
information from state governments.

Trump’s voter suppression commission is a
solution in search of a problem.

Contrary to what Trump and Kobach would
have the public believe, American elections
are not rife with widespread voter fraud. Stud-
ies have shown that it is more likely an Amer-
ican “will be struck by lightning than that he
will impersonate another voter at the polls.”

No, the major ill affecting our election sys-
tem is not that too many people vote due to
voter fraud, but that too many people are pre-
vented from voting due to vote suppression
schemes such as discriminatory photo identi-
fication requirements, curtailment of early vot-
ing, too few polling stations leading to long
lines and excessive wait times, and purging of
election rolls.

Even in the wholly unimaginable event that
the commission created by Donald Trump and
led by Kris Kobach could be trusted enough
for states to cooperate by sharing their voter
data, there is no reasonable basis for assum-
ing that information would be kept secure and
the privacy of voters protected.

Recent cyberattacks have made clear the
vulnerability of large central databases to
cyberattack. An information security breach at
the Department of Veterans Affairs com-
promised sensitive personal data of 26.5 mil-
lion persons and cost the VA between $100
million to $500 million to remediate; another
occurring at the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment impacted 22 million current and former
federal employees, many of whom held sen-
sitive security clearances; and the attack on
Yahoo, the mother of all security breaches, re-
sulted in 1.5 billion user accounts being com-
promised.

Because large centralized databases are
targets of opportunities for criminals, terrorists,
and foreign adversaries, it would be the height
of recklessness for Texas or any state to pro-
vide the PACEI with personal information of
millions of persons via unsecured email to be
stored in undersecured databases on under-
secured servers.

One of the biggest strengths of the Amer-
ican election system is its decentralized na-
ture.

Aggregating all voter data into one central-
ized database with questionable security pro-
tections makes that data highly vulnerable to
a cyberattack that could lead to the personal
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information of hundreds of millions of Ameri-
cans being stolen and misused.

Voter privacy and the integrity of the secret
ballot are integral to American democracy.
Voter privacy rights should and must be pro-
tected.

This is especially true since we know for
certain that adversaries like Russia are ac-
tively involved in cyberwarfare campaigns to
undermine our democracy.

There is no denying that our election system
is under assault, but not in the way Trump
imagines.

Instead of wasting taxpayer money to fund
an investigation into voter fraud, which is as
mythical as a unicorn, American democracy
would be better served by focusing on and
correcting the real problem with our elec-
tions—voter suppression and external, illegal,
and international interference in our national
elections.

| am not opposed to employing reasonable,
legitimate, and workable means to safeguard
the integrity of our electoral system and to
protect the precious right to vote. But Trump’s
Presidential Advisory Commission on Election
Integrity is incapable of doing either and thus
should be disbanded and dissolved imme-
diately.

———

RECOGNIZING THE UPPER
PENINSULA CHAMPIONSHIP RODEO

HON. JACK BERGMAN

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, July 11, 2017

Mr. BERGMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor
to recognize the Upper Peninsula Champion-
ship Rodeo upon the occasion of its 50th An-
niversary. We Michiganders are so proud of
the rodeo’s half-century of world-class enter-
tainment, turnkey production, and commitment
to confronting domestic violence.

This tradition began in 1968 to showcase
the rich agricultural production and culture of
the Upper Peninsula. Originally established as
the “Iron River Area Championship Rodeo,”
the name was changed to “Upper Peninsula
Championship Rodeo” when Michigan state
Senator Joe Mack introduced a resolution pro-
claiming Iron River to be the “Rodeo Capital
of the Upper Peninsula.” To anyone who visits
the wonderful city of Iron River, it is imme-
diately clear that the bustling community takes
great pride in hosting the only professional
rodeo in Michigan.

Throughout its proud history, the Upper Pe-
ninsula Championship Rodeo has featured
some of the First District’'s greatest musicians,
athletes, and citizens of the last half-century.
The rodeo consistently brings folks from
across Northern Michigan and the Upper Pe-
ninsula together to enjoy a weekend of com-
munity, culture, and competition. Moreover,
each year, the economic benefits brought to
Iron River cannot be understated as thou-
sands of people travel to the region. The
Upper Peninsula Championship Rodeo is
about more than just competition, it's a chari-
table event committed to bringing public
awareness to the issue of domestic violence.
By raising money for local organizations work-
ing to better our communities, the rodeo has
set a positive example of what can be
achieved when a social event becomes a
force for good in the community.
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