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Suzanne Smith was born in Sechelt, British
Columbia, Canada and immigrated to the
United States at the age of six. She is the
successful Executive Director of the Sonoma
County Transportation Authority and the
Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection
Authority.

As Executive Director of the Sonoma Coun-
ty Transportation Authority, Ms. Smith has or-
chestrated numerous projects, including the
widening of Highway 101 and the develop-
ment of the SMART rail line. She lobbied at
the state and federal levels to secure funding
for these projects while also securing a voter
approved sales tax measure to support future
transportation developments in Sonoma Coun-
ty. She is the founder of the Sonoma County
Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA),
where she helped establish a climate action
plan in Sonoma County to reduce our green-
house gas emissions 25 percent by 2020. The
RCPA was recognized by President Barack
Obama as one of sixteen Climate Action
Champions in the United States.

Suzanne Smith serves on the boards of the
Red Cross, Leadership Santa Rosa, Tomor-
row’s Leaders Today and as a member of
Sonoma County’s Democratic Central Com-
mittee. Ms. Smith holds a BA in Political
Science from the University of California, San
Diego and an MPA from the University of San
Francisco.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Suzanne
Smith for her achievements and for enriching
our community. It is fitting and proper that we
honor her here today with the American
Dream Award.

——————

HONORING WILLIAM K.W. KIM, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN
DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Wiliam K.W. Kim,
whom | have selected to receive the American
Dream Award. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
have made remarkable contributions to Cali-
fornia’s 5th Congressional District communities
in the areas of Arts and Culture, Professional
Achievement, Entrepreneurship and Innova-
tion, or Community Service. Mr. Kim exempli-
fies these attributes and is very deserving of
this award and recognition.

Mr. Kim was born in Daegu, South Korea
and immigrated to the United States. He and
his wife Yolanda came to Vallejo in 1980. He
is a successful business owner and a hard-
working member of our community.

Over the past 36 years, Mr. Kim taught over
10,000 students to be leaders in society
through Taekwondo in Vallejo. The philosophy
of Taekwondo and Mr. Kim’s teaching have
helped students from all walks of life. Many
struggling young people have found support
and personal growth through their lessons
from Mr. Kim. He currently operates William
Kim’s Taekwondo Center, one of the nation’s
largest martial arts facilities. He holds the
highest rank in Taekwondo, the 9th Degree
Black Belt, and was inducted into the
“Taekwondo Hall of Fame” in 2009.
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In addition to running his business and men-
toring our youth, Mr. Kim is an active member
of the Vallejo community. Most notably, he ini-
tiated the Sister City Relations with Jincheon,
South Korea and the City of Vallejo in 1999.
He has helped us improve our community’s
relationship with the people of South Korea.
Mr. Kim currently serves as the International
Liaison Officer for the two cities. Mr. Kim and
his wife have a son and two daughters. They
strive to live positive lives and help others do
the same.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mr. William K.W.
Kim for his achievements and for enriching our
community. It is fitting and proper that we
honor him here today with the American
Dream Award.

————

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON
JAE-IN

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
welcome President Moon Jae-in of the Repub-
lic of Korea upon his first visit to the United
States.

Rooted in rich history, the United States and
the Republic of Korea share a special relation-
ship based on robust bonds of collaboration
and camaraderie. The most illustrative mani-
festations of American and Korean partnership
have been the economic and security alli-
ances formed since the early 1950s. Together,
we have worked to thwart the spread of terri-
torial and international threats while also en-
gaging in mutually beneficial trade and invest-
ment. In the 21st century, our special relation-
ship will only expand as we face new chal-
lenges to regional and global security and pro-
mote free and fair trade. Our nations must
forge ahead to put an end to North Korea’s
nuclear program. Failure on this front would
compromise global peace and state sov-
ereignty. And, ultimately, we must continue to
seek an end to the conflict between the North
and the South—which has destroyed lives and
entire families—by reunifying the Korean Pe-
ninsula. As our nations encounter a critical
moment in history—a moment simultaneously
fraught with peril yet abound with oppor-
tunity—this visit provides an opportunity to en-
hance our established commitment to security
and the advancement of strategic interests.

Mr. Speaker, | welcome President Moon
and look forward to our continuous and pros-
perous partnership with the Republic of Korea.

———

HONORING LUISA ACOSTA, RECIPI-
ENT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM
AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Ms. Luisa Acosta, whom
| have selected to receive the American
Dream Award for California’s 5th Congres-
sional District. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
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have made remarkable contributions to our
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture,
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, or Community Service. Ms.
Acosta is very deserving of this award and
recognition.

Ms. Acosta was born in Mexico and immi-
grated to the United States. She is a success-
ful community activist and is committed to so-
cial justice, particularly for employee rights.

Luisa Acosta, the daughter of immigrant
farmworkers, spent her childhood in the fields
harvesting pears and walnuts and working in
a fruit packing facility, Though this work was
difficult, her time as a farmworker instilled in
her a fierce determination, resilience and de-
sire to better her community through social
justice work. She has worked as a Lake Coun-
ty Substance Abuse Counselor, a paralegal
and a grant writer for United Farmworkers of
America, a representative for Service Employ-
ees International Union (SEIU) Local and an
internal organizer for National Union of Health
Workers.

Ms. Acosta is an active participant in local
politics and serves on the Lake County Demo-
cratic Central Committee. She finds time to di-
rect and instruct various Latino cultural pro-
grams, including the Kelseyville Ballet
Folklorico and the Lake County Fair Latino Fi-
esta. Ms. Acosta cites the farmworker activist
and leader, Cesar Chavez, as one of her in-
spirations, and she strives to impact her com-
munity as he did—through humility, kindness
and fearless leadership.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Luisa
Acosta for her achievements and for enriching
our community. It is fitting and proper that we
honor her here today with the American
Dream Award.

—————

HONORING GUSTAVO BRAMBILA,
RECIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN
DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Gustavo Brambila,
whom | have selected to receive the American
Dream Award for California’s 5th Congres-
sional District. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
have made remarkable contributions to our
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture,
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, or Community Service. Mr.
Brambila is very deserving of this award and
recognition.

Mr. Brambila was born in Jalisco, Mexico,
and immigrated to the United States in 1957.
He is a successful vintner and his hard work
and ingenuity makes him one of our commu-
nity’s finest entrepreneurs.

Mr. Brambila developed an interest in wine
making as he watched his father work in win-
ery maintenance. He later joined Mike Grgich
and Jim Barret in 1976 at Chateau Montelena
to begin his career in the wine community.
Shortly after, he joined Mike Grgich in the
opening of Grgich Hill Cellars in 1977, where,
in his first harvest, he produced the winning
chardonnay in the Great Chardonnay Show-
down of 1980. Inspired by old-world wine mak-
ing techniques, Mr. Brambila produced his first
wine under the Gustavo Wine label in 1996.
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Mr. Brambila has been a trail blazer for both
vintners and Mexican-Americans. He was one
of the first Latinos to earn a degree in Fer-
mentation Science from University of Cali-
fornia, Davis’s oenolgy program. He has also
traveled to Washington, D.C., with a group of
Mexican-American Vintners to support the
mission of the Smithsonian Institution. Mr.
Brambila has been active in our community,
appearing on our local news channel and
hosting events like an outdoor movie night for
local families. He has gained international rec-
ognition with his involvement in the landmark
wine competition known as the Judgment of
Paris.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mr. Gustavo
Brambila for his achievements and for enrich-
ing our community. It is fitting and proper that
we honor him here today with the American
Dream Award.

———————

HONORING MARYAM MOHSENZA-
DEH, RECIPIENT OF THE AMER-
ICAN DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Dr. Maryam
Mohsenzadeh, whom | have selected to re-
ceive the American Dream Award for Califor-
nia’s 5th Congressional District. This award
recognizes the achievements of immigrants in
my district who have made remarkable con-
tributions to our communities in the areas of
Arts and Culture, Professional Achievement,
Entrepreneurship and Innovation, or Commu-
nity Service. Dr. Mohsenzadeh is very deserv-
ing of this award and recognition.

Dr. Mohsenzadeh was born in Iran and im-
migrated to the United States at the age of 14.
She moved to St. Helena, California in 2006
with her husband, Dr. Hossein Razavi. She is
the Director of Queen of the Valley Hospital's
Mobile Dental Clinic Community where she
delivers oral care to the most vulnerable chil-
dren of our community.

Dr. Mohsenzadeh grew up in a small town
in Iran, where she did not have the right to an
education. Her ambition to go to school and
her brave choice to leave her home without
her parents’ knowledge, shows the grit and
determination she needed to immigrate to the
United States. With a Doctoral degree in Den-
tal Surgery and additional training in Hospital
Dentistry, Dr. Mohsenzadeh is an example of
how hard work and sacrifice enriches our
communities.

Dr. Mohsenzadeh transformed her suffering
into the empathy she needs in order to be a
focused, compassionate and fearless dentist
for the most vulnerable members of our com-
munity. Through her work with Queen’s Mobile
Dental Clinic, Dr. Mohsenzadeh delivers free
dental care to children and young adults who
are uninsured or unable to pay for the high
cost of dental care. She has made more than
45,000 clinic visits to children from the under-
served population of Napa County since 2008.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Dr. Maryam
Mohsenzadeh for her achievements and for
enriching our community. It is fitting and prop-
er that we honor her here today with the
American Dream Award.
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HONORING THE LIFE OF RAYMOND
V. WALENDZAK

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the life of Raymond V. Walendzak,
who served for over 20 years as the Chief of
the Oregon Fire Department. Ray passed
away in his Oregon home surrounded by his
family on June 7, 2017.

Ray was born in Toledo, Ohio on Sep-
tember 27, 1941 to Joan and Stanley
Walendzak. He played football and wrestled
for Clay High School, from which he grad-
uated in 1959. Ray continued his education at
Findlay College, and then joined the United
States Air Force and served in West Ger-
many.

In 1968, Ray became an Oregon firefighter,
where he began his service in the depart-
ment’s maintenance division, became a fire
prevention officer, a district chief, and the as-
sistant chief. Ray’s father also served as a
firefighter, which helped Ray bridge the dif-
ferences between the different generations
who were serving as firefighters. He appre-
ciated the traditions of fire service, and also
the need to modernize fire service with tech-
nology.

Ray became Fire Chief in 1986 and retired
in 2007 for a total of 39 years of fire service.
While Fire Chief, Ray made sure his depart-
ment was current in training and technology,
and made sure that the department had the
right equipment. Ray has said that his biggest
achievement was getting a fire training facility
built in Oregon.

His passion about the fire-fighting commu-
nity led him to serve its various organizations
which include serving as the past president of
the Ohio Fire Chiefs Association, Lucas Coun-
ty Fire Chiefs Association, Oregon Fire Fight-
ers Association, Ottawa County Fireman’s As-
sociation, and, for over 26 years, as past
president and secretary of the Northwest Ohio
Volunteer Fire Association.

He had received the Ohio Fire Chiefs’ Asso-
ciation’s Distinguished Service Award, and
was inducted into the Ohio Fire Service Hall of
Fame. Ray served as a Governor appointee to
the State of the Ohio Board of Emergency
Medical Services for 12 years. He was in-
ducted into the Clay High School Hall of Fame
in 2014.

Ray’s commitment to his community did not
just stop with the fire department—it extended
through his service to his church, St. Ignatius,
and through many of the civic organizations
he was a member of: the American Legion
Christ Dunberger Post No. 537, Knights of Co-
lumbus, Swiss Club at the GAF, and the Clay
Boosters.

Ray dedicated an enormous amount of time
to the youth of his community, where he was
a longtime coach of youth baseball through
the Oregon Recreation Department. Ray also
served as a football coach at Oregon Clay
High School. His dedication to the young
members of his community led him to run for
four terms on the Oregon Board of Education
where he also served as Board President.

Ray will be remembered for his dedication
to his chosen profession of Fire Fighting and
for his dedication to the Oregon community at
large.
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We offer Ray’s children, Dean, Donald and
Dennis, his six grandchildren, his family and
friends our prayers and hope that they find
comfort in the wonderful memories of what
Ray had meant to each of the institutions that
he served.

————

HONORING MYRNA LARDIZABAL
DE VERA, RECIPIENT OF THE
AMERICAN DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mayor Myrna Lardizabal
De Vera, whom | have selected to receive the
American Dream Award for California’s 5th
Congressional District. This award recognizes
the achievements of immigrants in my district
who have made remarkable contributions to
our communities in the areas of Arts and Cul-
ture, Professional Achievement, Entrepreneur-
ship and Innovation, or Community Service.
Mayor De Vera is very deserving of this award
and recognition.

Mayor De Vera was born in Cebu City, Phil-
ippines and immigrated to the United States.
She has lived in Hercules, CA since 1991.
She is a successful insurance agency owner
and public servant.

Mayor De Vera learned the value of com-
munity service from her parents who were
both active in their Cebu City community. She
began volunteering with the Cebu Jaycees
and Rotary Club of Cebu-West when she was
six years old. She received her Bachelor’s De-
gree in Architecture from the University of the
Philippines before immigrating to the United
States. Mayor De Vera honors her parents’
Filipino heritage and legacy of community
service by working with organizations such as
the Filipina Women’s Network and Hercules
Democratic Club.

Mayor De Vera was elected to be the Mayor
of Hercules in 2011, 2014 and 2017. She is
the only women and Filipina on the city coun-
cil, something she does not take lightly saying,
“I took on the challenge of changing the
stereotyping of Filipinas.” Ms. De Vera dedi-
cates herself to public service not just in Her-
cules, but throughout the region, serving on
various commissions and committees to help
improve the lives of those around her. Her
great work led the Hercules Chamber of Com-
merce to name her Citizen of the Year in
2014.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mayor Myrna
Lardizabal De Vera for her achievements and
for enriching our community. It is fitting and
proper that we honor her here today with the
American Dream Award.

——
HONORING NATALY DEHERRERA,

RECIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN
DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Ms. Nataly Deherrera,
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