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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING ART IBLETO, RECIPI-
ENT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM
AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Art Ibleto, whom |
have selected to receive the American Dream
Award for California’s 5th Congressional Dis-
trict. This award recognizes the achievements
of immigrants in my district who have made
remarkable contributions to our communities in
the areas of Arts and Culture, Professional
Achievement, Entrepreneurship and Innova-
tion, or Community Service. Mr. Ibleto is very
deserving of this award and recognition.

Mr. Ibleto was born in Argentina and raised
in Sesta Godono, ltaly. He immigrated to the
United States in 1949. He is a successful
businessman and a well-known lItalian chef.

During World War 1l, Mr. Ibleto was impris-
oned for refusing to fight for Mussolini’'s army
against the Americans because he was op-
posed to fascism. He escaped and joined an
underground network known as the “Par-
tisans” to oppose Nazi Germany and the Axis
Powers. Following the war, Art immigrated to
the United States and settled in Sonoma
County, California, where he worked as a veg-
etable picker, a mechanic, truck driver, and
factory worker. He and his wife Vicki joined
the Sons of Italy in 1958 to help other ltalian
Americans in the United States, and he served
as both the Vice President and President of
the California State Chapter. He continues his
public service as a member of the Sonoma
County Farm Bureau and Chamber of Com-
merce.

His business career began in 1961, when
he bought a small farm to raise hogs and
cows and grow potatoes, before moving on to
sell Christmas trees and building duplexes. In
1974 he began Spaghetti Palace at the
Sonoma County Fair and it became an instant
success, leading him to begin a career sup-
plying pasta and ltalian cuisine to Californians.
His reputation and the success of Spaghetti
Palace has led him to become affectionately
referred to as “The Pasta King.” He now owns
a restaurant and catering business by the
same name in addition to 75 acres of grapes
used by local wineries. He cooks pasta for
many charity organizations in our community.
His successes and volunteer work have led
him to be the recipient of both the City of
Santa Rosa and City of Rohnert Park Hon-
orary Citizen of the Year.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mr. Art Ibleto for
his achievements and for enriching our com-
munity. It is fitting and proper that we honor
him here today with the American Dream
Award.

IN RECOGNITION OF ROGER
THOMAS

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise along with
my colleagues, Congresswoman NANCY
PELOSI, Congressman JARED HUFFMAN and
Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, to recognize
Roger Thomas, Captain of the Salty Lady,
member of the California Outdoor Hall of
Fame, and lifelong advocate to keep west
coast salmon fisheries alive and sustainable.
Many in this chamber, the California Legisla-
ture and multiple agencies have worked with
Roger for decades and are proud to call this
honorable and remarkable man a friend, men-
tor and colleague. He is one of the most de-
cent and hard-working human beings one can
know.

Roger's passion for fishing started as a
child. Born in Gilroy, California, he started fish-
ing at an early age for striped bass from the
beaches along Monterey Bay and later for
salmon from a small boat launched at the
Monterey Pier. He was hooked on salmon
fishing and became a regular customer on
charter boats out of San Francisco. Before too
long, one of the captains offered Roger a job
as a deck hand and, as they say, the rest is
history. Roger received his captain’s license in
1968.

While working full-time for the County of
Santa Clara on housing issues, he ran charter
boats on weekends. At one point he had ac-
quired a fleet of five boats that were run by
several captains. In 1981, he retired from his
government job and dedicated all of his time
and energy to fisheries and ocean conserva-
tion. There hasn’t been a salmon related asso-
ciation or council that Roger hasn’t served on.

Since 1973, he has been the President of
the Golden Gate Fishermen’s Association
which represents charter boats from Fort
Bragg to Monterey and carries some 200,000
anglers each year. He is also the Chairman of
the Board of Directors of the Golden Gate
Salmon Association which represents com-
mercial and recreational fishermen and works
on protecting salmon habitat. For 14 years, he
has served on the Pacific Fisheries Manage-
ment Council which, among other duties, sets
the ocean salmon seasons. Roger is a mem-
ber of the Bay Delta Advisory board, the Win-
ter Run-Captive Broodstock Committee, the
Central Valley Fisheries Coalition, the Marine
Advisory Committee to the Secretary of Com-
merce, the Coastal Resources Foundation, the
Pacific States Marine Fisheries Commission,
the National Sea Grant Review Panel and the
Marine Resources Committee.

Roger runs his charters on the Salty Lady
out of Sausalito and Half Moon Bay. He
proudly calls himself a salmon charter oper-
ation, but additionally runs whale watching and
nature trips and has introduced thousands of
children and adults to the magic of marine life.

He has spent more than 10,000 days on the
ocean and you will be hard-pressed to find
someone with deeper knowledge and appre-
ciation for that ecosystem. He also has the gift
of storytelling and a mind that remembers
every detail, including one of his most vivid
ones from his childhood. He saw the last of
the San Joaquin Spring run chinook salmon
before they went extinct. His uncle took him to
Friant Dam right after it was constructed. The
salmon were stuck at the end of the line im-
posed to divert water to fields in the San Joa-
quin valley. They were “big fish,” Roger says
stretching out his arms, “just big fish.”

Roger is a familiar face in Congress where
he has represented the interests of the charter
boat fleet and the health of west coast salmon
stocks for decades. In the 1980s, he was ap-
pointed by then Vice President George Bush
to the National Sea Grant Review Panel. In
this role he traveled to ports around the coun-
try and helped decide which projects were
worthy and would be funded.

Roger was instrumental in former Rep-
resentative George Miller's 1992 Central Val-
ley Improvement Act and its eventual pas-
sage. The CVP is a key law to stop environ-
mental harm to salmon and the Bay Delta.
When salmon populations collapsed in 2008
and 2009, Roger worked closely with Rep-
resentative MIKE THOMPSON to provide dis-
aster relief to salmon fishermen.

Roger Thomas’ tireless work has earned
him the respect and adoration of countless
people. With his recent tragic diagnosis of late
stage cancer, it is our intention through these
extended remarks in the CONGRESSIONAL
RECORD to express our appreciation for his
outstanding work and lasting contributions.

Mr. Speaker, | ask the Members of the
House of Representatives to join us in cele-
brating the life of Roger Thomas who loves
fish, loves the ocean, and above all loves peo-
ple. He has touched many hearts, protected
many livelihoods and has earned the admira-
tion of coastal communities up and down the
western seaboard.

——
HONORING SUZANNE SMITH, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN

DREAM AWARD
HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Ms. Suzanne Smith,
whom | have selected to receive the American
Dream Award for California’s 5th Congres-
sional District. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
have made remarkable contributions to our
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture,
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, or Community Service. Ms.
Smith is very deserving of this award and rec-
ognition.
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Suzanne Smith was born in Sechelt, British
Columbia, Canada and immigrated to the
United States at the age of six. She is the
successful Executive Director of the Sonoma
County Transportation Authority and the
Sonoma County Regional Climate Protection
Authority.

As Executive Director of the Sonoma Coun-
ty Transportation Authority, Ms. Smith has or-
chestrated numerous projects, including the
widening of Highway 101 and the develop-
ment of the SMART rail line. She lobbied at
the state and federal levels to secure funding
for these projects while also securing a voter
approved sales tax measure to support future
transportation developments in Sonoma Coun-
ty. She is the founder of the Sonoma County
Regional Climate Protection Authority (RCPA),
where she helped establish a climate action
plan in Sonoma County to reduce our green-
house gas emissions 25 percent by 2020. The
RCPA was recognized by President Barack
Obama as one of sixteen Climate Action
Champions in the United States.

Suzanne Smith serves on the boards of the
Red Cross, Leadership Santa Rosa, Tomor-
row’s Leaders Today and as a member of
Sonoma County’s Democratic Central Com-
mittee. Ms. Smith holds a BA in Political
Science from the University of California, San
Diego and an MPA from the University of San
Francisco.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Suzanne
Smith for her achievements and for enriching
our community. It is fitting and proper that we
honor her here today with the American
Dream Award.

——————

HONORING WILLIAM K.W. KIM, RE-
CIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN
DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Wiliam K.W. Kim,
whom | have selected to receive the American
Dream Award. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
have made remarkable contributions to Cali-
fornia’s 5th Congressional District communities
in the areas of Arts and Culture, Professional
Achievement, Entrepreneurship and Innova-
tion, or Community Service. Mr. Kim exempli-
fies these attributes and is very deserving of
this award and recognition.

Mr. Kim was born in Daegu, South Korea
and immigrated to the United States. He and
his wife Yolanda came to Vallejo in 1980. He
is a successful business owner and a hard-
working member of our community.

Over the past 36 years, Mr. Kim taught over
10,000 students to be leaders in society
through Taekwondo in Vallejo. The philosophy
of Taekwondo and Mr. Kim’s teaching have
helped students from all walks of life. Many
struggling young people have found support
and personal growth through their lessons
from Mr. Kim. He currently operates William
Kim’s Taekwondo Center, one of the nation’s
largest martial arts facilities. He holds the
highest rank in Taekwondo, the 9th Degree
Black Belt, and was inducted into the
“Taekwondo Hall of Fame” in 2009.
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In addition to running his business and men-
toring our youth, Mr. Kim is an active member
of the Vallejo community. Most notably, he ini-
tiated the Sister City Relations with Jincheon,
South Korea and the City of Vallejo in 1999.
He has helped us improve our community’s
relationship with the people of South Korea.
Mr. Kim currently serves as the International
Liaison Officer for the two cities. Mr. Kim and
his wife have a son and two daughters. They
strive to live positive lives and help others do
the same.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Mr. William K.W.
Kim for his achievements and for enriching our
community. It is fitting and proper that we
honor him here today with the American
Dream Award.

————

WELCOMING PRESIDENT MOON
JAE-IN

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
welcome President Moon Jae-in of the Repub-
lic of Korea upon his first visit to the United
States.

Rooted in rich history, the United States and
the Republic of Korea share a special relation-
ship based on robust bonds of collaboration
and camaraderie. The most illustrative mani-
festations of American and Korean partnership
have been the economic and security alli-
ances formed since the early 1950s. Together,
we have worked to thwart the spread of terri-
torial and international threats while also en-
gaging in mutually beneficial trade and invest-
ment. In the 21st century, our special relation-
ship will only expand as we face new chal-
lenges to regional and global security and pro-
mote free and fair trade. Our nations must
forge ahead to put an end to North Korea’s
nuclear program. Failure on this front would
compromise global peace and state sov-
ereignty. And, ultimately, we must continue to
seek an end to the conflict between the North
and the South—which has destroyed lives and
entire families—by reunifying the Korean Pe-
ninsula. As our nations encounter a critical
moment in history—a moment simultaneously
fraught with peril yet abound with oppor-
tunity—this visit provides an opportunity to en-
hance our established commitment to security
and the advancement of strategic interests.

Mr. Speaker, | welcome President Moon
and look forward to our continuous and pros-
perous partnership with the Republic of Korea.

———

HONORING LUISA ACOSTA, RECIPI-
ENT OF THE AMERICAN DREAM
AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Ms. Luisa Acosta, whom
| have selected to receive the American
Dream Award for California’s 5th Congres-
sional District. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
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have made remarkable contributions to our
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture,
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, or Community Service. Ms.
Acosta is very deserving of this award and
recognition.

Ms. Acosta was born in Mexico and immi-
grated to the United States. She is a success-
ful community activist and is committed to so-
cial justice, particularly for employee rights.

Luisa Acosta, the daughter of immigrant
farmworkers, spent her childhood in the fields
harvesting pears and walnuts and working in
a fruit packing facility, Though this work was
difficult, her time as a farmworker instilled in
her a fierce determination, resilience and de-
sire to better her community through social
justice work. She has worked as a Lake Coun-
ty Substance Abuse Counselor, a paralegal
and a grant writer for United Farmworkers of
America, a representative for Service Employ-
ees International Union (SEIU) Local and an
internal organizer for National Union of Health
Workers.

Ms. Acosta is an active participant in local
politics and serves on the Lake County Demo-
cratic Central Committee. She finds time to di-
rect and instruct various Latino cultural pro-
grams, including the Kelseyville Ballet
Folklorico and the Lake County Fair Latino Fi-
esta. Ms. Acosta cites the farmworker activist
and leader, Cesar Chavez, as one of her in-
spirations, and she strives to impact her com-
munity as he did—through humility, kindness
and fearless leadership.

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Luisa
Acosta for her achievements and for enriching
our community. It is fitting and proper that we
honor her here today with the American
Dream Award.

—————

HONORING GUSTAVO BRAMBILA,
RECIPIENT OF THE AMERICAN
DREAM AWARD

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 6, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor Mr. Gustavo Brambila,
whom | have selected to receive the American
Dream Award for California’s 5th Congres-
sional District. This award recognizes the
achievements of immigrants in my district who
have made remarkable contributions to our
communities in the areas of Arts and Culture,
Professional Achievement, Entrepreneurship
and Innovation, or Community Service. Mr.
Brambila is very deserving of this award and
recognition.

Mr. Brambila was born in Jalisco, Mexico,
and immigrated to the United States in 1957.
He is a successful vintner and his hard work
and ingenuity makes him one of our commu-
nity’s finest entrepreneurs.

Mr. Brambila developed an interest in wine
making as he watched his father work in win-
ery maintenance. He later joined Mike Grgich
and Jim Barret in 1976 at Chateau Montelena
to begin his career in the wine community.
Shortly after, he joined Mike Grgich in the
opening of Grgich Hill Cellars in 1977, where,
in his first harvest, he produced the winning
chardonnay in the Great Chardonnay Show-
down of 1980. Inspired by old-world wine mak-
ing techniques, Mr. Brambila produced his first
wine under the Gustavo Wine label in 1996.
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