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Both men work tirelessly for the Benton
school district transportation program.

Last month, about 40 students from Shelby
County in Memphis piled onto a bus and
began their journey toward the popular Magic
Springs amusement park in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas.

Unfortunately, as they traveled down 1-30,
their bus broke down.

Through the Arkansas State Police, word
got to Mr. Revis that an entire busload of chil-
dren was stranded.

After discussion with officials of the Ten-
nessee school district from which the students
hailed, Mr. Creel volunteered to use a Benton
school bus to quickly transport the Memphis
students to Magic Springs, where, after a full
day of enjoyment, a Shelby County bus would
pick them up.

Along with its well-known Benton Wave, a
gesture of genuine friendliness noticeable
throughout the city, Mr. Revis and Mr. Creel’s
commendable actions contribute to Benton’s
long-standing aura of friendship and compas-
sion.

———

RECOGNIZING THE 40TH
ANNIVERSARY OF PONY BIRD

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, chil-
dren and adults who are mentally and phys-
ically disabled have a great friend in an orga-
nization called Pony Bird, Incorporated located
in Jefferson County, Missouri.

Named after a children’s book about a
young boy and his magical flying pony, Pony
Bird is celebrating its 40th anniversary. It
began in 1977 in one home devoted to caring
for 10 severely disabled children. Today, Pony
Bird provides 24-hour care in six residential
homes for up to 60 individuals unable to walk
or meet their daily living needs.

The facilities in Mapaville and De Soto allow
residents to receive a maximum level of per-
sonalized care. They lead happy lives through
socialization, participation, work and the op-
portunity to volunteer as members of their
community.

Pony Bird has been recognized many times
by the State of Missouri Department of Mental
Health for its outstanding level of care. It is my
great privilege to celebrate their 40 years of
caring for our most vulnerable citizens today
before the United States House of Represent-
atives.

———

HONORING LET MON LEE ON HIS
DISTINGUISHED CAREER

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge Mr. Let Mon Lee, upon his retire-
ment from his position as Deputy Assistant
Secretary of the Army for Civil Works and over
three decades of public service.

Mr. Lee assumed his most recent position in
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers in 2009. In
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his role as Deputy Assistant Secretary, Mr.
Lee has been responsible for the executive di-
rection of Army Civil Works projects involving
flood risk management, storm damage preven-
tion, navigation, and environmental restoration.
Prior to this, Mr. Lee served at the Army
Corps Headquarters for almost 20 years. His
work with Army Corps were separated by a
five-year stretch on the Senate Environment
and Public Works Committee.

| have had the pleasure of working with Mr.
Lee on our shared efforts to improve the level
of flood protection for Sacramento, in my dis-
trict. Sacramento is defined by its two great
rivers, the American and the Sacramento,
which makes it the most at-risk major Amer-
ican city for flooding. Mr. Lee has been a
great champion for Sacramento’s flood control
projects, and together we have been able to
better protect the lives and livelihoods of my
constituents.

Mr. Lee has been wonderful to work with on
both a professional and personal level. | wish
him many years of happiness in retirement
with his wife and grandchildren.

Mr. Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to join
me in thanking Mr. Lee for his service.

12 CARRIER ACT
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
to announce that my bill, the 12 Carrier Act,
was included in last night's NDAA markup.
This legislation will play a critical role in re-
building our nation’s military.

With ongoing perils around the world, in-
cluding increasing violence by ISIS and per-
sistent threats by North Korea, it is vital to our
nation’s security that our Navy is fully
equipped with the resources and capabilities
to respond to these threats. By including my
bill in the Committee’s mark, we will be in-
creasing the statutory limit for carriers from
eleven to twelve. In doing so, this measure will
empower the Navy with the tools they des-
perately need to meet Combatant Commander
requirements, deter conflict, prolong the lives
of our fleet, and send a message to potential
adversaries that we will not allow our decisive
advantage in worldwide maritime force projec-
tion to erode.

Since the end of the Cold War, aircraft car-
rier requirements have increased while the air-
craft carrier force structure has declined. The
Navy has stated that the current forces cannot
support global requirements. For years, this
strain has caused our fleet to operate at max-
imum capacity, limiting aircraft carrier at-sea
training, increasing deployment lengths and
decreased time available for maintenance. To
express the shortcomings of our carrier fleet,
Navy Rear Admiral Thomas Moore has stated
“We’re an 11-carrier Navy in a 15-carrier
world”. President Trump also recently stressed
the necessity of adding a twelfth carrier to our
fleet.

Maintaining the required operational tempo
with 12 carriers relieves significant stress both
in terms of manpower, as well as keeping the
proper maintenance cycles of the carriers
themselves. When the carrier fleet is at full
strength of 12, regional combatant com-
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manders will be able to rely on the imposing
presence of U.S. forces and will be able to re-
spond to threats in a more expedited manner.

| am encouraged that my fellow members of
the Armed Services Committee agree with my
concerns about the shrinking size and capa-
bilities of the United States Navy, and acted in
a bipartisan fashion to include my “12 Carrier
Act” into the markup. | thank Chairman
THORNBERRY and Subcommittee Chairman
WITTMAN for their support on this measure,
and | look forward to seeing this measure
passed by the House as part of the FY18 Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF DAWN
WRIGHT

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
recognition of Dawn Wright on the occasion of
her retirement from the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration (FAA) after 36 years of honorable
service.

Born to Robert and Nancy Warren, Dawn is
the oldest of four children. Robert, a Marine
officer for much of his life, served in multiple
locations across the U.S. This gave Dawn and
her siblings the opportunity to grow up in Cali-
fornia, Virginia, North Carolina, and Hawaii.

Growing up in a military family, Dawn joined
the United States Navy in July 1974 with the
goal of becoming an air traffic controller. She
quickly became a ground-controlled approach
(GCA) controller at Naval Air Station Kingsville
before transferring to Rota, Spain where she
gained experience working in a control tower
alongside Spanish controllers.

After leaving the Navy in 1979, Dawn was
hired to work for the FAA in August 1981. Her
first assignment was Bridgeport Tower in
Stratford, Connecticut where she became a
full-fledged air traffic controller for the FAA.
There, she received a number of ‘on the spot’
awards and recognition for her outstanding
work.

In 1986, Dawn moved to Massachusetts
and worked at both Cape Terminal Radar Ap-
proach Control (TRACON) and Hyannis Air
Traffic Control (ATCT), quickly climbing the
ranks to a supervisory role by 1991. In 1994
Dawn decided to become an automations spe-
cialist where she learned computer program-
ming, software, networking and operating sys-
tems. It was during this time that she received
recognition for building a computer for Cape
TRACON out of scrapped, non-working com-
puters. She has since become a staff spe-
cialist and her responsibilities have included
air traffic controller testing on Nantucket,
teaching the Automated Radar Terminal Sys-
tems (ARTS) course to new air traffic control-
lers, ensuring quality assurance at the facility,
and evaluations for multiple facilities including
Boston ATCT and Providence ATCT.

Outside of work, Dawn is an accomplished
rower, having been part of a crew team from
2001 to 2012 as a Masters rower. In her spare
time she is an avid amateur ballroom dancer,
rides motorcycles and pursues recording her
family’s genealogy. While her childhood was
not spent in Massachusetts, she has since
learned that she has historic ties to the Com-
monwealth. She is a descendent of Thomas
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Mayhew, the first governor of Martha’s Vine-
yard, and John Swain, one of the original pro-
prietors of Nantucket Island.

Dawn will be celebrating her retirement on
June 30th and will be dearly missed by all at
Cape TRACON. With her retirement she plans
to spend more time with her family, including
her boyfriend, her parents, and her son Brian
and his family.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to honor Dawn
Wright for her many years of steadfast service
to public safety, the aviation industry, and our
country. | ask that my colleagues join me in
wishing her a happy retirement and many
more years of health and happiness.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CHRIS COLLINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
missed one vote on June 28, 2017. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 332.

———

CELEBRATING THE 30TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF TACO PALENQUE

HON. HENRY CUELLAR

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Taco
Palenque.

Taco Palenque opened on July 1st, 1987,
with the purpose of serving delicious and au-
thentic Mexican cuisine. Over its thirty years of
existence, it has served some of the best food
in all of South Texas. Founded by Mr. Juan
Francisco “Pancho™ Ochoa in Laredo, TX,
Taco Palenque has seen much success. With
over 1,500 employees and 21 locations across
Texas, including in San Antonio, Laredo,
McAllen, and Mission, Taco Palenque has
shown to be a top-quality restaurant chain.

Offering everything from traditional tacos to
homemade menudo, Taco Palenque never
fails to provide excellent cuisine to Texans.
The hard work and effort that is shown
through Taco Palenque’s cuisine speaks to
the dedication of Mr. Ochoa, who always
made sure to never serve any food that he
does not personally like. This mindset has
brought him many honors including The
Chamber of Commerce’s Laredo Businessman
of the Year award. He has also been honored
by the Texas legislature for his work and con-
tributions to the restaurant industry.

His restaurants have also been recognized
for their outstanding customer service which
came through Mr. Ochoa’s dedication to cus-
tomer satisfaction. For Mr. Ochoa, no task is
too small to preserve the famous taste of his
restaurants. Regardless of the cost, customer
satisfaction takes priority. This is one of the
many reasons for Taco Palenque’s ongoing
success.

Taco Palenque is not just a thriving busi-
ness but a family owned operation. From the
outset, this organization would not have been
possible without the help and expertise of
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Pancho’s family members. Mr. Ochoa’s wife,
Flerida, was instrumental in helping to create
some of Taco Palenque’s most famous rec-
ipes. She worked tirelessly with Mr. Ochoa to
perfect everything that is served. As the busi-
ness expanded, his children took on several
important roles in the business, including Gen-
eral Director of the company and manager of
several different restaurants.

| would also like to note that Taco Palenque
has supporters here in our nation’s Capital.
Over the last several years, my office has
hosted “Laredo Day”, a widely attended and
bi-partisan reception that features the culture
and cuisine of Laredo, TX. At this event we
serve Taco Palenque which is often noted by
our guests to be some of the best food that
they have ever had. These guests include
members of Congress, ambassadors, and
cabinet officials. The food is so popular my of-
fice oftentimes has to limit the number of
guests to the reception.

Taco Palenque does not limit itself to merely
serving good food. Throughout Taco
Palenque’s existence, the restaurant has
partnered with advocates and organizations
that promote the well-being of the local com-
munity. As a sponsor of multiple youth sports
teams and organizations, such as Mercy Min-
istries of Laredo, the Boys and Girls Club of
Laredo, and the American Cancer Society
Relay for Life, community is clearly important
to this establishment.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize the accomplishments of
Taco Palenque, my dear friend Pancho
Ochoa, and all his staff.

HONORING JUDGE EDWARD
PHILMAN

HON. NEAL P. DUNN

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the legacy of Hearing Officer and
Former Gilchrist County Court Judge Edward
Philman, who passed away on May 17th.

Judge Philman was a pillar of the commu-
nity and served the citizens of Gilchrist County
as their County Court Judge for 24 years be-
fore his retirement in 2012. He then went on
to work as a Senior Judge and as a Civil Traf-
fic Hearing Officer for the Eighth Judicial Cir-
cuit of Florida.

His achievements were many during his life-
time. He served his country in the U.S. Army
infantry and was a combat veteran in Vietnam.
He was named the Gilchrist County Citizen of
the Year in 1989. Judge Philman was an in-
volved member of the Trenton Rotary Club
and served as district governor from 2012 to
2013.

Judge Philman also instituted the Fifth-
Grade Mock Trials in Gilchrist County. Since it
began, the Mock Trials have taught hundreds
of local students how the judicial system actu-
ally works.

Judge Philman earned his Juris Doctor from
Mercer University in 1981 with honors and his
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Florida
in 1978. He also attended Lake City Commu-
nity College and Lake City Forest Ranger
School, after graduating Bell High School.

He has been quoted saying, “Let my life
and the work | have done speak for me.”
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Mr. Speaker, Judge Philman’s life and work
have truly spoken to the character of the ex-
traordinary man we lost last month. Please
join me in honoring a man who dedicated his
life to the letter of the law, the late Judge Ed-
ward Philman.

———

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
COST ESTIMATE

HON. BILL SHUSTER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 29, 2017

Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, in accordance
with House Report 115-193, | include in the
RECORD the following Congressional Budget
Cost Estimate for H.R. 1684.

U.S. CONGRESS,
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE,
Washington, DC, June 27, 2017.

Hon. BILL SHUSTER,

Chairman, Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The Congressional
Budget Office has prepared the enclosed cost
estimate for H.R. 1684, the Disaster Assist-
ance Support for Communities and Home-
owners Act of 2017.

If you wish further details on this esti-
mate, we will be pleased to provide them.
The CBO staff contact is Robert Reese.

Sincerely,

MARK P. HADLEY
(For Keith Hall, Director).
Enclosure.

H.R. 1684—DISASTER ASSISTANCE SUPPORT
FOR COMMUNITIES AND HOMEOWNERS ACT OF
2017

As passed by the House of Representatives
on June 26, 2017

H.R. 1684 would require the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency (FEMA) to pro-
vide technical assistance to community,
homeowner, and similar associations. FEMA
would be required to help such associations
take actions after a disaster that would
make them eligible to receive reimburse-
ment from entities that receive FEMA
grants. This legislation also would require
FEMA to submit a report to the Congress on
expanding the areas of condominiums and
housing cooperatives that are eligible for
federal disaster relief.

Based on information provided by FEMA,
about the cost to collect information nec-
essary to complete the report, CBO esti-
mates that implementing H.R. 1684 would
cost $1 million in 2018; such spending would
be subject to the availability of appropriated
funds.

Enacting H.R. 1684 would not affect direct
spending or revenues; therefore, pay-as-you-
go procedures do not apply. CBO estimates
that enacting H.R. 1684 would not increase
net direct spending or on-budget deficits in
any of the four consecutive 10-year periods
beginning in 2028.

H.R. 1684 contains no intergovernmental or
private-sector mandates as defined in the
Unfunded Mandates Reform Act and would
impose no costs on state, local, or tribal gov-
ernments.

The CBO staff contacts for this estimate
are Meghan Shewsbury and Robert Reese.
The estimate was approved by Theresa
Gullo, Assistant Director for Budget Anal-
ysis.
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