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Today, | want to focus on one particularly
harsh way TrumpCare harms Americans and
their families: It severely reduces access to
critical mental health and substance abuse
services for victims of this public health crisis,
especially the 62 million Americans living in
rural areas.

Folks living in rural areas, including many of
my constituents in Alabama, are older and
sicker than the average American and have
higher rates of premature death, which is
largely driven by drug overdoses. More than
one third of Alabamians live in rural areas and
report poor mental health. What's worse, for
every 11,000 of my constituents living in
Wilcox County, there is only one mental health
provider. Wilcox County is only one example
of the mental health provider shortage in rural
America.

While the ACA didn’t solve all of these prob-
lems, it made real progress towards increasing
access to affordable and high-quality mental
health and substance abuse services. It en-
sured that all individual and employer health
plans covered therapist appointments, hospital
visits, and medications. It banned lifetime and
annual limits on the amount that health insur-
ance companies would pay for critical mental
health and substance abuse services. It
capped out-of-pocket costs for these services,
and finally, it ensured that no one would be
discriminated against because they had pre-
existing mental health or substance abuse
conditions. Together, these reforms gave
Americans suffering from this drug epidemic
hope for lasting recovery.

TrumpCare, rather than building on the suc-
cesses of the ACA and strengthening treat-
ment for the 22 million Americans suffering
from mental health and substance abuse dis-
orders, wipe out access to life-saving health
services for the families that need it most. The
House version of the bill would allow states to
eliminate requirements that health plans cover
mental health and substance abuse services,
and it would allow insurance companies to in-
flate prices for Americans who suffer from pre-
existing conditions in certain states. As a re-
sult, the independent Congressional Budget
Office has projected that individuals with a
mental health or substance abuse history
could be charged “thousands” more under
TrumpCare than under the ACA. In addition to
affecting the 175,000 Alabamians who pur-
chased health insurance on the ACA market-
place, these cost hikes could extend to 1.6
million Alabamians with employer-sponsored
health insurance.

Republican “solutions” to these problems
are drastically underfunded, partly in an effort
to reduce the total cost of TrumpCare in order
to fund tax breaks for the wealthiest execu-
tives and heirs in our country. As a dem-
onstration of my Republican colleagues’ prior-
ities, they vetoed an introduced TrumpCare
amendment that would mandate coverage for
mental health and substance abuse services.

To put it simply, more people will die from
drug overdose if TrumpCare is passed. In-
stead of helping the rural voters who helped
President Trump get into office, he betrayed
them by supporting legislation that wipes out
life-saving mental health and substance abuse
treatments in order to cut taxes for Americans
like him. TrumpCare will lead to more families
torn apart by addiction, more out-of-home
placements for children whose parents are
suffering from this epidemic, and a larger bur-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

den on child welfare and foster care systems
already at capacity.

We have made real progress in combatting
the opioid crisis in recent years, but our fight
is not over. Regardless of partisan affiliation,
we must ensure affordable and comprehen-
sive mental health and substance abuse serv-
ices for all Americans. Those who do not will
have to answer to the grief-stricken families
whose loved ones fall victim to this drug over-
dose epidemic.

———

HONORING THE TYLER JUNIOR
COLLEGE APACHES, 2017 NJCAA
DIVISION III WORLD BASEBALL
CHAMPIONS

HON. LOUIE GOHMERT

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, residents of
east Texas are no strangers to bringing home
championship trophies. Yet it is still a thrilling
moment to welcome home a team after win-
ning a national championship title. Even more
so when they bring home a second national
title the following year, and rarer still when the
team then wins a third national championship.
But it is truly unprecedented in NJCAA history
for a team to win four straight national titles in
a row. What an exceptional privilege it is to
stand today to congratulate the Tyler Junior
College Apaches baseball team for its fourth
straight 2017 NJCAA Division Il World Series
victory, the 56th national title in the history of
TJC.

The Apaches finished 4-0 in the World Se-
ries held in Greeneville, Tennessee, securing
an historic fourth consecutive championship
with a 5-1 victory over the Niagara County
(New York) Thunder Wolves. The team won
their final eleven games of the 2017 season
with an impressive overall record of 41-20.

This remarkable accomplishment cannot be
possible without the determination and hard
work of every team member, along with the
skill and experience of a dedicated coaching
staff led by Head Baseball Coach Doug Wren,
who has escorted the Apaches to six World
Series appearances in eight years as Head
Coach. Assisting Coach Wren are Assistant
Coaches Chad Sherman and Garrett
McMullen; Student Managers Colter Dosch
and Cody Jamison; Student Trainers Justin
Smith and Chase Day; Assistant Athletic
Trainer Travis Gray, and Head Athletic Trainer
Eddy McGuire.

My most enthusiastic praise and congratula-
tions goes to national champions Braden
Wise, Jarrod Wells, Payton Adams, Matt
Mikusek, Travis French, Justin Roach, Taylor
Broadway, Corben Henry, Ryan Lawhon,
Blaze Beason, James Kuykendall, Jarel
McDade, Austin Cernosek, Tyler Abney, John
Gillett, Chase Evans, Garin Shelton, Beau
Buesing, Colton Whitehouse, AbeRee Hiebert,
Blake Maddox, Cameron Carver, Mason
Whitmarsh, Daniel Priddy, Luke Boyd, J.P.
Gorby, Austin Tambellini, Marco Gutierrez,
Daniel Bogue, Jordan Trahan, Trevor Parker,
Andrew Nichols, and Eric Bullock.

Tyler Junior College has been a beacon of
academic excellence for more than ninety
years. So it comes as no surprise the warrior
spirit of pride and achievement extends to its
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athletic accomplishments under the leadership
of TJC President Dr. Michael Metke, Provost
and Vice President for Academic and Student
Affairs Dr. Juan Mejia, Assistant VP/Athletics
and Student Life Dr. Tim Drain, Assistant Di-
rector of Intercollegiate Athletics Kelsi Weeks,
Associate Director of Intercollegiate Athletics
Chuck Smith, and Administrative Assistant of
Intercollegiate Athletics Sherry Harwood.

These exceptional student athletes have
added a spectacular chapter to the legacy of
Tyler Junior College. No matter how talented
and committed the team, the path to a na-
tional championship would be much more
challenging if not for the enthusiastic support
of a fiercely loyal network of players’ families,
faculty, staff members, alumni, and commu-
nity.

May God continue to bless these young
people, along with their families, friends and
neighbors in east Texas and beyond. It is a
tremendous honor to recognize the 2017
NJCAA World Series Baseball Champions, the
Tyler Junior College Apaches.

———

HONORING THE U.S.-INDIA RELA-
TIONSHIP AND INDIAN AMERI-
CANS

HON. DAVID SCHWEIKERT

OF ARIZONA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. SCHWEIKERT. Mr. Speaker, as Presi-
dent Trump prepares to welcome Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi next week, there is
much to celebrate in our country’s relationship
with India, the world’s largest democracy, and
in the enormous contributions that Indian
Americans make in our country.

There are four million Indian-Americans in
the U.S., according to the Census Bureau. In
2010, Pew reported that 87.2 percent of adult
Indian Americans were foreign-born and that
Indian Americans are highly educated and
highly successful.

U.S. relations with India are critical to both
countries. Our annual bilateral trade in goods
and services could reach $500 billion by 2024,
a five-fold increase since 2013, according to
the Congressional Research Service.

The role of Indian Americans in government
is profound. In recent months, former Gov-
ernor Nikki Haley was confirmed as Ambas-
sador to the United Nations; Ajit Pai was
made chairman of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission; Seema Verma was named
Administrator of the Center for Medicaid and
Medicare Services; four Indian Americans took
their seats in the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and one in the Senate; and countless
more serve in state legislatures, local govern-
ments, the judicial branch and beyond.

Indian Americans have deeply enriched our
nation’s arts and culture, and Indian media in
the U.S. is surging to meet demand. Cable,
satellite and radio offer a growing array of
Hindu and Indian content. Global Hindi pro-
grammer ZEE TV’'s U.S. programming is
viewed in nearly a million households.

Politically and militarily, our two countries
are united in a commitment to fight terrorism
and promote world peace. Last year, the U.S.
and India signed a historic defense agreement
that paves the way for greater strategic and
regional cooperation.
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Please join me in acknowledging the im-
mense contribution Indian Americans make to
the United States, and in recognizing the im-
portance of continuing to strengthen ties be-
tween our two nations.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE SISTERS OF
MERCY OF THE AMERICAS CON-
GREGATIONAL CHAPTER MEET-
ING IN BUFFALO, NEW YORK
JUNE 19-JUNE 29, 2017

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize the Sisters of Mercy of
the Americas as they have gathered in my
hometown of Buffalo, New York for their Con-
gregational Chapter meeting from June 19—
June 29. More than 300 Sisters of Mercy from
various parts of the continental United States
as well as from the Philippines, Guam and
Latin America will elect an Institute president
and leadership team, determine priorities,
renew their vision and respond to the chang-
ing needs in their mission during this two-
week summit.

Inspired by the life of Jesus and its founder
Catherine McAuley, the Sisters of Mercy are
women of faith who have committed their lives
to God and use their resources to serve, ad-
vocate and pray for those in need throughout
the world. Arriving from Ireland at the invitation
of the Bishop of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in
1843, the women originally dedicated them-
selves to the service of people who were poor,
sick, and uneducated. As membership grew
throughout the United States, the organiza-
tion’s influence expanded to issues in edu-
cation, health care, and social services.

The work of the Sisters of Mercy is inher-
ently woven into the historic fabric of the
growth of Buffalo and Western New York as
these devoted women taught in numerous
Catholic schools. They opened, led and cared
for others in our Catholic hospitals as well as
being highly engaged in numerous charitable
organizations. The Sisters’ profound influence
on those they taught, those they tended to
who were suffering physically, mentally, spir-
itually, those they helped bring into this world,
and those they comforted as the end drew
near has deepened across generations.

Today, the Sisters of Mercy of the Americas
operate under the core values of Spirituality,
Community, Service, and Social Justice focus-
ing on the critical concerns of the earth, immi-
gration, nonviolence, anti-racism, and women.
They sponsor or co-sponsor 77 schools from
early childhood education to the collegiate
level and partnered with the Global Catholic
Climate Movement to urge world leaders to
commit to climate action.

This commitment to action on climate
change is one | strongly share and support.
For decades, the United States set the world’s
public policy standard on critical environmental
issues; a tradition that ended when this Ad-
ministration backed away from the Paris Cli-
mate Accord—a pledge joined by more than
190 countries to reduce emissions toward the
goal of cleaner air and a healthy planet. This
reversal does not demonstrate the leadership
that is characteristic of America, nor does it
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protect the health and safety of people today
or those for generations to come.

In solidarity with the communities in which
they minister, the Sisters of Mercy of the
Americas’ commitment to everyone’s right to
clean water will take another strong, steady
and significant step forward; actually many
hundreds of steps forward, as the Sisters will
participate in a Contemplative Walk down
Main Street to Canalside, the center of Buf-
falo’s resurgent waterfront, where the Buffalo
River flows into Lake Erie. The “Walk for
Water” on Friday, June 23 will be led by rep-
resentatives from the Native American com-
munity who will add their voices and vital his-
torical perspective to the urgent need to pro-
tect and preserve our natural environment.

As the Congressional Representative who
secured the funding for the infrastructure
needed to make public access at our water’s
edge a reality, this ceremony is especially sig-
nificant as we find ourselves, inexplicably,
fighting to ensure the federal dollars used to
restore our Great Lakes remains in place.

The Great Lakes contain 95 percent of
America’s fresh surface water and drinking
water supply to more than 40 million people in
North America. Currently under threat of dras-
tic cuts, the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative
(GLRI) is a joint effort between the U.S. and
Canada to restore the Great Lakes by clean-
ing up pollution, promoting shoreline health,
combating invasive species and protecting fish
and wildlife. Over the last decade the federal
government has invested $32.38 million in
Great Lakes funding in and around the Buffalo
River Area of Concern and is credited with the
ecological and economic turnaround of the
Buffalo River.

Now more than ever, we need to dem-
onstrate the value both environmentally and
economically of Great Lakes investments, and
come together to fight for the continuation of
this program and others that enhance the
quality of life for this and future generations.
And so, joined by the Interfaith Climate Justice
Community, Climate Justice Coalition and like-
minded public officials, the Sisters will add
water from their regions to one container. This
blended water will be sprinkled over the Sis-
ters, over the land and then poured out into
Lake Erie.

Once again, with humility and humanity,
these valiant women are leading by example.
This symbolic mixing of waters from lands
served by the Sisters of Mercy of the Amer-
icas represents active and unified engagement
in this crucial crusade to protect, promote and
preserve our natural assets for all people. Mr.
Speaker, | am pleased to recognize the Sis-
ters of Mercy of the Americas for adding an-
other historic milestone to the legacy of the
Buffalo waterfront. And to extend immeas-
urable gratitude for all they have sacrificed,
shared and stood for in the past, and for all
they will continue to stand up for today, tomor-
row and for generations to come.

—————

A TRIBUTE TO TESSA SHIELDS
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Tessa
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Shields, a graduate of Mount Ayr High School
in Mount Ayr, lowa. Tessa was recently hon-
ored for outstanding academic achievement at
the Fifteenth Annual Governor's Scholar Rec-
ognition on April 30, 2017.

This statewide program is sponsored by the
lowa Governor’s Office, the lowa High School
Athletic Association, and the lowa Farm Bu-
reau. Each lowa high school was invited to se-
lect a senior with the highest academic
achievement. Not only are recipients academi-
cally gifted, but the selected students are also
those who have had success in extra-cur-
ricular activities and community involvement.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
leaders like Tessa in the United States Con-
gress and it is with great pride that | recognize
her for utilizing her talents to reach her goals.
| invite my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives to join me in con-
gratulating her on receiving this esteemed
designation, and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

———

HONORING COLONEL JAMES C.
BRENNAN III, USMC

HON. WALTER B. JONES

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. JONES. Mr. Speaker, | am proud to rise
today to honor Colonel James C. Brennan I,
for his thirty-three years of selfless service to
our nation in the United States Marine Corps.

Colonel Brennan’s extensive career started
in 1984 with the completion of entry level
training at Parris Island, South Carolina. He
received his commission through the Platoon
Leaders Class in 1988 after graduating from
Lynchburg College.

Colonel Brennan began as a field artillery
officer serving with the 10th, 11th and 12th
Marine Regiments. He held every major posi-
tion from forward observer to battalion com-
mander. His command of the 2nd Battalion,
10th Marine Regiment, however, is particularly
noteworthy. During this time, he deployed his
artillery battalion as a civil affairs group in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom in al Anbar
province, finally completing the efforts that Ma-
rines had started over five years earlier. His
efforts resulted in the smooth transition of civil
works projects, education projects and local
governance over to the Iraqi people.

As a field grade officer, Colonel Brennan
served in diverse ways, including multiple
tours of duty outside his primary field. In 1998,
he was assigned to Officer Candidate School,
where his efforts resulted in the first complete
revision of the school’s curriculum in over a
decade, as well as material changes, which
reduced injuries significantly. In 2001, he first
served outside of the Marine Corps as the
Deputy Liaison Officer to the U.S. House of
Representatives during both the 107th and
108th Congresses. In 2004, he was assigned
to Marine Forces Pacific where he served as
a planner while simultaneously serving the
U.S. Pacific Command as a crisis action plan-
ner. During this time, he was successful in
planning operations in support of crises across
the Pacific Rim from the Philippines to Indo-
nesia, and all across the Indian Ocean. He
was later deployed in support of Operation
Iragi Freedom as a planner for Multi-National
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