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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

HONORING THE RETIREMENT OF
LOUISA BRINSON

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR.

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the achievements of Louisa Brinson,
a federal employee who is retiring after more
than thirty-seven years of service at the Social
Security Administration (SSA).

Ms. Brinson began work at SSA in 1979 as
a Summer Aide in the Las Vegas, Nevada,
field office. Shortly thereafter, she was pro-
moted to be a Claims Development Clerk. In
1985, she was detailed to Baltimore Head-
quarters where she joined the Operations
team in the Modular District Office. After the
detail, she joined the Alexandria, Virginia, field
office complex where she received all of her
promotions, beginning with Service Represent-
ative, Claims Representative, Management
Support Specialist, Operations Supervisor, and
since 2007, the District Manager of the Arling-
ton, Virginia, field office.

With her high level of energy and enthu-
siasm, Ms. Brinson has made significant con-
tributions to SSA during her career. Her ability
to envision and adapt to change was evident
in her leadership. She has shared her wisdom
and knowledge of how important it is to have
trust with the public SSA serves, as well as
the employees she managed. Her devotion to
the important mission of the Social Security
Administration has been characterized by a
commitment to excellence and to providing the
highest level of support to her staff and man-
agement team.

Ms. Brinson is not only a dedicated federal
employee who has helped untold numbers of
my constituents in Virginia’s 8th Congressional
District; she also is one of my constituents.
Today | salute Louisa Brinson for her leader-
ship, her compassion, and her years of serv-
ice to our country. We here in Northern Vir-
ginia are fortunate to have her as a public
servant and as a friend and neighbor.

1ZZABELLE ALLEN
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Izzabelle Allen
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Izzabelle Allen is a student at Arvada K-8
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by lzzabelle
Allen is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels

strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Izzabelle Allen for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

———

RECOGNIZING THE STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP CHRISTIAN BROTHERS
ACADEMY LACROSSE TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Christian Brothers
Academy Lacrosse Team in the New York
State Public High School Association Class D
Championship on June 10, 2017. The CBA
Brothers defeated the Westlake Wildcats 12—
5 to secure the Brothers’ first state title in pro-
gram history.

The Brothers, finishing the season 18-5,
were determined to win the program’s first
state title. Senior Alex Calkins, the game
MVP, scored five goals to lead the Brothers to
victory. Other members of the state champion-
ship include Michael Adornato, Joey AKI,
Wyatt Auyer, Augustus Bonacci, Sam Bonacci,
Peyton Bowler, Matt Buck, Francis Cannizzo,
Tommie Caputo, CJ Carbone, Michael
Catalano, Doug DeMarche, Zach Eber, Will
Fallon, lan Henderson, Malcolm Jackson,
Colin Kelly, Lewes Kunda, Sam Lubinga, Matt
Luddington, Ryan MacKenzie, Joey Matheson,
Michael Matheson, Ben McCreary, Patrick
O’Brien, Dan Polhemus, Lynch Raby, ZJ
Shahin, Preston Taylor, Matt Vavonese, Gabe
Vinal, Eli Weiss, Gregory Wells, and Jace
Whelan. The team is coached by Ric Beards-
ley.

I am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the CBA Brothers and to con-
gratulate the members of the team, their fami-
lies, the coaching staff, and teachers at Chris-
tian Brothers Academy. This is a historic win
for Central New York and | am confident that
the positive experiences from the 2017 season
will yield continued success in both athletics
and academics.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. CAROL SHEA-PORTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, due to a
very long flight delay, | regret that | was un-
able to make votes on June 20, 2017. Had |
been present, | would have voted YEA on Roll
Call No. 309 and Roll Call No. 310.

COMMEMORATING CARIBBEAN
AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in commemoration of Caribbean Amer-
ican Heritage Month, which celebrates and
recognizes the significant contributions made
by Caribbean Americans that have strength-
ened our country and made it better.

This month also marks the 55th anniver-
saries of independence for the Caribbean na-
tions of Jamaica and of Trinidad and Tobago.

Although a half century has passed since
they gained their independence, the struggle
they waged to win their freedom still stands as
a testament to the ideals of our own great na-
tion.

| am privileged to represent a large segment
of Houston, Texas, which is home to more
than 300,000 Americans of Caribbean herit-
age, making it one of the largest, most di-
verse, and vibrant Caribbean-American com-
munities in the nation.

Mr. Speaker, Americans of Caribbean herit-
age have made a positive impact on virtually
every aspect of American life, including the
arts, science, business, education, athletics,
military, and government.

For example, in the area of government and
public affairs America has benefitted from the
contributions of Colin Powell, a former Sec-
retary of State and Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff; U.N. Ambassador Susan Rice;
former Members of Congress Mervyn Dymally
of California, and Shirley Chisholm of New
York, and current Congresswoman YVETTE
CLARKE of New York; and KAMALA HARRIS, the
Attorney General of California.

Caribbean Americans have enriched Amer-
ican art and culture with the legendary per-
formances of Sidney Poitier, Harry Belafonte,
Cicely Tyson, Nia Long, and Cuba Gooding,
Jr.; the writings of authors W.E.B. DuBois and
Malcolm Gladwell; the music of Beyonce
Knowles, Lenny Kravitz, Rihanna, and Wyclef
Jean; and the prowess of great athletes like
Carl Lewis, Tim Duncan, Patrick Ewing, San-
dra Richards-Ross, and Ndamukong Suh.

Mr. Speaker, | am very pleased that in Oc-
tober, in the city of Houston, will be venue of
the 6th annual Caribbean American Heritage
Month Festival, which celebrates the rich cul-
ture of the Caribbean with a showcase of
beautiful costumes, music, food, and enjoy-
ment for all.

| also wish to recognize the leadership of
the Caribbean American Heritage Foundation
of Texas, which works to assist Texas Carib-
bean Organizations achieve their goals and to
advocate on behalf of the peoples of Carib-
bean descent.

| congratulate the Caribbean American Her-
itage Foundation of Texas, the Caribbean Her-
itage Organization in my home city of Hous-
ton, and the many community organizations
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and volunteers across the nation for their ef-
forts in making Caribbean American Heritage
Month the success that it is.

During this month | hope all Americans will
join with me in celebrating the remarkable his-
tory, culture, and contributions of Caribbean
Americans to our nation’s past and future.

————

IN RECOGNITION OF TOM
PELLEGRINI, FOR FORTY YEARS
OF SERVICE AT NEPA ALLIANCE

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor Tom Pellegrini on the occasion
of his retirement from the Northeastern Penn-
sylvania Alliance after forty years of service.
NEPA Alliance is a regional community and
economic development agency that assists
businesses and organizations with financial
and non-financial resources and solutions to
help them grow and succeed. NEPA Alliance’s
work in Northeastern Pennsylvania has been
invaluable.

Tom is a graduate of King’s College, holding
a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Government and
Politics, and he also completed additional
coursework in Business Administration. He
has been the driving force behind hundreds of
grants during his time at the NEPA Alliance.
Tom’s work has aided numerous economic
development agencies, non-profits, colleges,
and universities.

Over his stellar career, Tom has been a
member of the Luzerne County Business Incu-
bator Center Advisory Board, the Scranton/
Lackawanna Labor Management Council
Board, and has served as the Campaign Co-
ordinator for the United Way.

Tom resides in Exeter with his wife. He has
three children and is also a grandfather. Tom
is an avid sports fan and has enjoyed coach-
ing in a number of student basketball leagues
as well as the Exeter Lions Little League.

On behalf of the entire political leadership of
Northeastern Pennsylvania, | recognize Tom
for his years of service working with govern-
ment agencies to secure funding for key
projects in the region. Tom has been a great
resource to the community; he will be missed
in a well-deserved retirement, and we all wish
him the best.

HALIMA BANGURA
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Halima
Bangura for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Halima Bangura is a student at Standley
Lake High School and received this award be-
cause her determination and hard work have
allowed her to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Halima
Bangura is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
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levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Halima Bangura for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. MAXINE WATERS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. Mr.
Speaker, due to a medical emergency involv-
ing another passenger, my flight from Los An-
geles, California to Washington, D.C. was
forced to land mid-flight in Kansas City, Mis-
souri. The flight was grounded for an hour be-
fore we were able to continue on to our final
destination. Unfortunately, we were unable to
make up enough time and | missed the votes
on the House Floor scheduled for June 20,
2017 at 6:30 p.m. Had | been present, | would
have voted YES on H.R. 2847, and YES on
H.R. 2866.

—————

RECOGNIZING THE FAYETTE-
VILLE-MANLIUS STATE CHAM-
PIONSHIP RELAY TEAM

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the victory of the Fayetteville-
Manlius 3,200 Meter Relay Team in the New
York State Public High School Association
Class AA Championship on June 10, 2017.

Christy Berge, Palmer Madsen, Sophie
Ryan, Rebecca Walters, Phoebe White, and
Claire Walters of the Fayetteville-Manlius Hor-
nets took home the state title in the 3,200
meter relay with a time of 8:56.41. The team
is coached by Bill Aris.

| am honored to recognize the teamwork
displayed by the Fayetteville-Manlius Hornets
and to congratulate the members of the team,
their families, the coaching staff, and teachers
at Fayetteville-Manlius High School. This is a
historic win for Central New York and | am
confident that the positive experiences from
the 2017 season will yield continued success
in both athletics and academics.

———

HONORING KATE CLINTON

HON. JERROLD NADLER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize and commend Kate Clinton, who
has, for 36 years, offered unique and original
insights as a political humorist and served as
an important leader in the fight for justice and
equality. She has made millions of people
laugh and see truth in new ways, and in doing
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so, has changed hearts and minds so as to
strongly impact America’s long fight to secure
equal rights for all of our citizens.

Kate Clinton’s books, columns, essays,
video blogs, and performances have affirmed
the lives of LGBT people and all who have
been marginalized, and her work has shed
light on all manner of injustice. As she has in-
vited people to see things differently, particu-
larly through her special brand of gentle but
pointed humor, she has provided joy and rec-
ognition to millions of people in her audience
and beyond. Her commitment to equality and
social justice is unwavering, not only as seen
through her comedic craft, but also through
her other important activist work as a feminist,
lesbian, and American artist who understands
that true equality can only exist when we all
enjoy it.

For nearly four decades, Kate Clinton has
built and used her unique platform to advance
progressive causes—most notably women’s
rights and LGBT equality—and has used
humor to build critical bridges of under-
standing between communities.

During this time when voices for progress
are threatened, and when humor is sometimes
the only salve for the weariness felt by so
many Americans who are fighting a better fu-
ture for our country and world, the work of art-
ists like Kate Clinton is vital to building soli-
darity; providing inspiration, insight and levity;
and generating courage to continue the ardu-
ous work of pursuing justice.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Kate Clinton for her many accom-
plishments, and wishing her continued suc-
cess in making us laugh, and sustaining our
resolve, in the years to come.

———

HONORING YEOMAN 3RD CLASS
SHINGO ALEXANDER DOUGLASS

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 22, 2017

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
Yeoman 3rd Class Shingo Alexander Doug-
lass from Oceanside who died serving his
country aboard the USS Fitzgerald. Shingo
was a fine young sailor who proudly served
his country. For such a young man he had ac-
complished so much. | know no words can de-
scribe the overwhelming grief of his family and
friends at this time. The only consolation we
here can offer is the thanks of the grateful na-
tion he served and our pledge to support his
and all other military families across our coun-
try. Shingo remains a hero whose memory will
continue to provide strength, courage and in-
spiration to the others. | thank him for the sac-
rifice he made to protect our country and to
help those who long for peace and freedom.
| would also like to commend the crew of the
USS Fitzgerald for all their efforts to save lives
and their ship. | would like to extend my deep-
est condolences to his loved ones and his fel-
low sailors. This unimaginable tragedy re-
minds us all to cherish those who serve.
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