E864

where local leaders can address issues of re-
gion-wide importance.

50 years after its creation, NACOLG con-
tinues to fulfill its original mission, which was
to serve senior citizens in its five county re-
gion. NACOLG helps seniors in numerous
ways, from getting medical care, to ensuring
fair treatment, to finding jobs for area seniors.

In addition to serving senior citizens,
NACOLG’s role has expanded into economic
and community development. NACOLG serves
as a conduit for federal dollars to projects as
diverse as water and sewer infrastructure to
community tornado shelters.

Growing up in this area, | appreciate the
significant role that NACOLG has also played
in providing economic opportunities to people
of Northwest Alabama. The Council’s revolving
loan program gives smaller municipalities ac-
cess to capital to purchase land, and construct
or renovate buildings to lure new business and
jobs to the area,

Currently, NACOLG is led by Keith Jones,
and has an excellent staff that makes sure the
five county region is well served. On this 50th
anniversary of NACOLG, | send my best wish-
es to all those who work directly and indirectly
with NACOLG. | know NACOLG and its mem-
ber partners will continue to use its strength to
work for the people of Colbert, Franklin, Lau-
derdale, Marion, and Winston Counties.

EZEKIEL REYNA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ezekiel Reyna
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Ezekiel Reyna is a student at Standley Lake
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ezekiel
Reyna is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to Eze-
kiel Reyna for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.

————

HONORING CHIEF WARRANT
OFFICER THREE TYRONE PINKINS

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Chief Warrant Officer
Three Tyrone Pinkins.

Chief Warrant Officer Three Tyrone Pinkins
was born and raised in Rolling Fork, Mis-
sissippi. After graduating high school he at-
tended Tougaloo College in Jackson, Mis-
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sissippi before joining the Army in June 1996.
He went on to earn his Bachelor's Degree in
Political Science at the University of Maryland
University College while serving on active
duty.

pron enlisting in the Army on June 24,
1996, Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins at-
tended Basic Training at Fort Jackson, South
Carolina followed by Advanced Individual
Training at Fort Gordon, Georgia as a Signal
Systems Support Specialist (31U). Prior to his
appointment as a Warrant Officer, he com-
pleted the Primary Leadership Development
Course, 7th Army Noncommissioned Officers
Academy, Grafenwoehr, Germany; the Basic
Noncommissioned  Officer Course, Non-
commissioned Officer Academy, Fort Gordon,
Georgia; and the Advanced Noncommissioned
Officer Course, Noncommissioned Officer
Academy, Fort Gordon, Georgia. He received
his appointment as a Warrant Officer in 2007
and has completed the Warrant Officer Basic
Course, Warrant Officer Advanced Course and
the Electronic Warfare Officer Course.

Throughout 21 years of service Chief War-
rant Officer Three Pinkins has served in a va-
riety of assignments to include major combat
operations. His previous assignments include
Signal Support Systems Specialist, 4th Bat-
talion 1st Field Artillery Regiment, Fort Riley,
Kansas; Squad Leader, 2nd Battalion 37th
Armor, Friedberg, Germany; Section Chief,
2nd Battalion 69th Armor, Fort Benning, Geor-
gia; Platoon Sergeant, 2nd Battalion 3rd Field
Artillery Regiment, Giessen, Germany, and
Battalion Communications Chief, 1st Battalion
214th Aviation Regiment, Mannheim, Ger-
many. His assignments as a Warrant Officer
include Network Security Technician, HQ 1st
Armored Division, Wiesbaden, Germany; Bri-
gade S—6 OIC, 10th Regional Support Group,
Okinawa, Japan.

Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins’ deploy-
ments include three tours in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom where he served in Bagh-
dad, Tikrit and Najaf, Iraq respectively, as well
as Operation New Dawn in Baghdad, Iraq.

Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins is a re-
cipient of the Bronze Star Medal, the Defense
Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious
Service Medal with One Oak Leaf Cluster,
Army Commendation Medal with 4 Oak Leaf
clusters, Army Achievement Medal with 4 Oak
Leaf Clusters, the Presidential Unit Citation
Award, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, the
Meritorious Unit Citation, Army Good Conduct
Medal third award, the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, the Iraqi Campaign Medal with
service star, Global War on Terrorism Service
Medal, NCO Professional Development Rib-
bon with numeral three, the Army Achieve-
ment Ribbon, the Overseas Service Ribbon,
and the Drivers/Mechanic Badge.

Chief Warrant Officer Three Pinkins is cur-
rently assigned as a Presidential Communica-
tions Aide at the White House directly respon-
sible for communications and technical sup-
port to the President of the United States.

In addition to his role at the White House as
Communications Aide and U.S Army Chief,
Warrant Officer Three, Tyrone Pinkins is also
the founder of The Pyramid Project, an organi-
zation aimed at addressing the lack of busi-
ness, government and public-sector exposure
and development programs for youth at the
base of the economic pyramid in the Mis-
sissippi Delta.

In an effort to combat these deficits, War-
rant Officer Pinkins launched the youth devel-
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opment, mentorship and leadership programs:
Cultural Exchange & Interaction Initiative
(C.E.LI), Youth Exposure Tour (Y.E.T), Elle-
vate Girl Initiative (E.G.l), E.G.I Forum, As-
cend Forum and Historically Black Colleges
and Universities (HBCU) Tour.

With only a shoestring organizational budget
and invaluable volunteers, Pinkins simulta-
neously created unprecedented partnerships
with government agencies, corporations, uni-
versities, museums and nonprofit networks
and collaborated with middle and high school
officials to encourage youth to enter into grade
and writing contests as a way of earning op-
portunities to participate in his programs.

These efforts paved the way for The Pyr-
amid Project to afford the selected students,
grades 6-12, to learn firsthand about the gov-
ernment, corporate and community dynamics,
history, historical sites and broaden their hori-
zon during once-in-a-lifetime, weeklong tours
of metropolitan cities like Washington, D.C.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Chief Warrant Officer Three Ty-
rone Pinkins for his dedication to serving our
great country and the growth and development
of the youth in the Mississippi Delta.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE FRED-
ERICK DOUGLASS BICENTENNIAL
COMMISSION ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to intro-
duce a bill, along with Representative ANDY
HARRIS of Maryland, that would establish a bi-
centennial commission to study ways that the
federal government might honor and celebrate
the life of Frederick Douglass during the bi-
centennial anniversary of his birth, in 2018.

Frederick Douglass was born into slavery in
1818 on the Eastern Shore of Maryland. He
learned basic reading skills from his mistress
and continued to teach himself and other
slaves to read and write despite the risks he
faced, including death. After two attempts,
Douglass successfully escaped to New York
and became an abolitionist and anti-slavery
lecturer. He went on to serve in several ad-
ministrations, including as a close advisor to
President Abraham Lincoln, U.S. Marshal of
the District of Columbia under President Ruth-
erford B. Hayes, and District of Columbia Re-
corder of Deeds under President James Gar-
field. In 1889, President Benjamin Harrison
appointed Frederick Douglass to be the U.S.
minister to Haiti. He was later appointed by
President Ulysses S. Grant to serve as sec-
retary of the commission of Santo Domingo.

Douglass dedicated his life to achieving jus-
tice for all Americans. He lived in the District
of Columbia for 23 of his 57 years as a free
man and his home at Cedar Hill was estab-
lished as a National Historic Site in Southeast
Washington, D.C. The Frederick Douglass
statue that stands in his honor in the United
States Capitol is a gift from the nearly 700,000
residents of the District of Columbia.

My bill would establish a commission to ex-
amine ways the federal government can honor
Douglass during the bicentennial anniversary
of his birth, including the issuance of a Fred-
erick Douglass bicentennial postage stamp,
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the convening of a joint meeting or joint ses-
sion of Congress for ceremonies and activities
relating to Frederick Douglass, a rededication
of the Frederick Douglass National Historic
Site, and the acquisition and preservation of
artifacts associated with Frederick Douglass.
The commission would report its findings and
recommendations to Congress.

| urge my colleagues to support this impor-
tant legislation.

ESTRELLA ROBLES
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Estrella
Robles for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Estrella Robles is a student at Arvada K-8
School and received this award because her
determination and hard work have allowed her
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Estrella
Robles is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Estrella Robles for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future
accomplishments.

HONORING THE WHITLAND AVE-
NUE NEIGHBORS IN NASHVILLE,
TENNESSEE

HON. JIM COOPER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. COOPER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the Whitland Avenue neighbors. The
Whitland area is one of the most historic—and
beautiful—neighborhoods in Middle Ten-
nessee.

Built in the earliest days of the 20th century,
this relatively small neighborhood has more
historical markers than any other in Davidson
County.

In 1976, residents vowed to hold an annual
party on the Fourth of July to celebrate our
nation’s birthday and keep our patriotic spirit
alive. The celebration was conceived to in-
clude a number of timeless activities such as
a bicycle parade for neighbors of all ages; per-
formances of patriotic tunes by a band of local
musicians; enthusiastic singing by all in at-
tendance; a dramatic reading of the Declara-
tion of Independence; recognition of veterans
for their service; speeches by elected officials
and other local dignitaries; and a covered dish
picnic lunch.

The Whitland Avenue Fourth of July Cele-
bration has become one of Nashville’s most
festive events. The neighborhood invites the
entire city to join in a family-friendly parade
and gathering to celebrate our great nation.
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The neighbors start planning months in ad-
vance, and each year's event is bigger and
better than the last.

On July 4, 2017, the neighbors at Whitland
Avenue will celebrate the 40th Anniversary of
this beloved event. It is an honor to recognize
the community, their spirit, and their patriot-
ism. Whitland Avenue is the heart of Nashville,
and | hope the community spirit lives on for
generations to come.

———

NATIONAL SCLERODERMA
AWARNESS MONTH

HON. PETER T. KING

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in recognition of Scleroderma Aware-
ness Month.

Scleroderma is an autoimmune disease that
not only affects thousands of individuals within
my own constituency and the state of New
York, but also thousands of individuals living
in the United States.

Due to the lack of research on the unpre-
dictable progression of Scleroderma, many
physicians find it difficult to diagnose their pa-
tients and find it even more difficult to provide
adequate treatment since a cure has not been
discovered. As we recognize the need for
awareness of this troublesome disease, we
must do more for the thousands of Americans
who are diagnosed with this condition each
year.

In the past, | have championed legislation
aimed toward galvanizing many federal agen-
cies to fund research for Scleroderma with
former Congresswoman Lois Capps of Cali-
fornia. As a representative, | consider myself
responsible for the health and safety of my
constituents. This is why | urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting federal investment for
research as well as recognizing June as
Scleroderma Awareness Month.

ETHAN STRAUCH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Ethan Strauch
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service
Ambassadors for Youth award.

Ethan Strauch is a student at Drake Middle
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Ethan
Strauch is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Ethan Strauch for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.
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HONORING ELEANORE
DEVADETZSKY

HON. DWIGHT EVANS

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a noted centenarian of Philadelphia, Ms.
Eleanore deVadetzsky.

Eleanore deVadetzsky was born in Pennsyl-
vania Hospital on June 11, 1917, to Minna
(nee Wolfsohn) and Tevye Rosenstein of
Olney and Wynnefield. It was just months after
the entry of the U.S. into WW |. Tevye had a
trained voice, a choir leader, opera enthusiast,
taught music and song and was a strong sup-
porter of the founding of Israel.

Minna fled an unhappy family situation in
Latvia, when a very young woman, making her
way alone to the New World, with little more
than a suitcase crammed with philosophy
books, Spinoza and Maimonides. She was a
homemaker, suffragette, and struggling busi-
nesswoman, who prized education and always
had a book in her hands. She studied science,
and upon graduating, became a chemist, first
at Tastycake Bakery and later, at Whitman’s
Chocolates.

Along the way, Eleanore Rosenstein met
the dashing Viadimir, aka Walter,
deVadetzsky, who bore a striking resemblance
to actor Richard Ney, and was on his way to
the South Pacific to fight in World War Il. They
wrote letters during his absence, and they
were married on his return.

They managed to travel to far-flung places
around the globe such as China, Japan, Aus-
tralia for the '56 Olympics, pre-Castro Cuba,
Central and South America, and almost every
European country, making friends wherever
they were. Both here and abroad, Eleanore &
Walter enjoyed theater, ballet, music and art.

For many years, they both volunteered at
Pennsylvania and Graduate hospitals. When
Walter passed away in 2005, Eleanore contin-
ued volunteering at Pennsylvania Hospital and
CHOP, until 2010, when she was sidelined
with a broken ankle. She never touched alco-
hol, but always had a cocktail waiting for Wal-
ter at the end of the day, and was a con-
noisseur and devotee of dark chocolate, to
which she attributed her longevity. Eleanore
frequently visited with family and friends
around the globe by telephone.

Sadly, Eleanore passed away on Tuesday,
June 13, 2017 from complications of demen-
tia. Her family and friends celebrated her
100th birthday and said goodbye on Sunday,
June 11. She is survived by her cousins
Rosenstein, Winitz, Wagner, Dichter, Kaplan &
Vaughan.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GRACE F. NAPOLITANO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 21, 2017

Mrs. NAPOLITANO. Mr. Speaker, | was ab-
sent during Roll Call vote No. 309 and No.
310 due to my spouse’s health situation in
California. Had | been present, | would have
voted yea on H.R. 2847—Improving Services
for Older Youth in Foster Care Act, and yea
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